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The SixTEENTH D Ax. 


* was but a very little time after 

& the Sun with his returning Beams 
had begun to chear this part of the 
Globe, when the two beautiful 
Friends S:/viana and Areliſe quit- 
ted their Bed, and went into the 
Apartment of Urania ; ; which they 
found that Lady was uſt ready to 
leave, in order to pay them that 
Civility ſhe now received from them. As the was not 
accuſtomed to be wanting in theſe Kind of reſpects, ſhe 
excuſed herſelf in ſo gallant and agreeable a manner, 
that thoſe to whom ſhe made her Apology were inh- 
nitely plcas'd to have prevented her deſigned Complai- 
ſance; ſince it furniſh=d her fine Genius with a new Op- 
portunity of diſcovering itſelf, ſo much to the Improve- 
ment and Delight of the: Hearers, 


* 
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Bur Urania fearing the ſame Thing might happen 
to her with Ce/emena, would not prolong the Conver- 
ſation ; and taking both their Hands, led them to that 
Lady's Chamber, where they were immediately join'd 
by Felicia, Hertenſia, Julia, Camilla, and Florinda. 

Wy ev the firſt Compliments were over, Confeſs now, 
ſaid Celemena, addreſling herſelf to Areliſe, that but for 
the Pain your Abſence inſlicts on a Perſon juſtly dear to 
you, you would not wiſh to be in any other Place than 
this. I have ſeldom known Celemena miſtaken, reply'd 
that beautiful Lady, with a Bluſh which gave a double 
Luſtre to her Charms; and I do not in the leaſt diſſem- 
ble, when I proteſt, that if one Attachment at Paris 
were join'd to thoſe I find here, there wou'd be nothing 
could add to my Happinels. | 

I uxDER8TAND you, Cry'd Urania, embracing her, and 
whenever the Day arrives which ſhall unite you for ever 
with what you love, it will deprive me- of an unſpeak- 
able Satisfaction, if I am not permitted to be a Witneſs 
of your Felicity. 

Fox my Part, interrupted Silviana, the Pleaſures of 
this Situation, and the Eſteem I have for this agreeable 
Society, have made me almoſt forget all other Engage- 
ments; and had it not been for the Diſcourſe of Cele- 
at na, there was more than a little Danger I ſhould have 
quite lot the Memory of every Thing elſe. 

On the infincere one ! exclaim'd Arehje laughing, but 
for your Puniſhment, I will inform the whole Company 
that your Heart is too full of Liſimond, to have any Share 
in this Compliment. 

Wrar, cry'd Florinda haſtily, is this Liſimond of 
whom you ſpeak, the fame that gave Occaſion to that 
azrecavle Argument on Self-Love, with which we were 
to delighitfully entertained ? | 

Vis, chuming Fiorinda, anſwer'd Ares, he was 
the Lover of Silviana for ſeveral Years without da- 
ring to declare himſelf as ſuch; not that he wanted 
any Requiſite to entitle him to the Favour of a Maid 
of Quality : He is deicended of a Family no leſs valued 

in 
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in the World for a Thouſand ſhining Virtues, than for 
its antient Nobility : He is rich, amiable in his Perſon, 
has a fine Underſtanding, improved by all the Helps of 
Education ; and what 1s yet above all theſe, he is 4 Man 

of ſtrict Honour and Morality. But all theſe Perfecti- 
ons were not ſufficient to make him hope the Preference 
among ſuch a Number of Adorers, as were continually 
about Silviana. He found himſelf indeed treated by 
her with particular Marks of Diſtinction; but as a true 
Paſſion is always timid, he imputed them only to her 
Civility, and trembled in diſcloſing his Affection, he 
ſhould loſe the Regards he now obtained from her as an 
indifferent Acquintance. 

In this Manner did he paſs over more than three 
Years, till perceiving none of his Rivals had the Secret 
to pleaſe her, he at length began to imagine there might 
be a Poſſibility one Day to convert the Eſteem ſhe now 
had for him into a more tender Paſſion; he therefore 
. reſolved to ſound the Bottom of her Sentiments, and 
for that Purpoſe took a Method, which, I believe, you 
will think pretty extraordinary. He all at once with- 
drew his Aſſiduities, and affecting no more than a com- 
mon Reſpe& for Siviana, ſeem'd to ſtudy nothing more 
than to render himſelf agreeable to the young Meliſa, 
who indeed wants no Charms to favour the Deceit. 
He was never from her at thoſe Times when he knew 
there would be many Witneſſes of his Viſits, He con- 
ſtantly attended her to the Tailleries, the Ball, the Opera, 
and all publick Places ; and without mentioning the 
leaſt Woid of a Paſſion for her, made every body ima- 
gine he was poſteſt of the moit violent one. This Arti- 
fice had the deſired Effect; it not only diſcover'd to 
Siviana the Influence his Merits had gain'd over her, 
which till then ſhe was intirely ignorant of herſelf, but 
alſo made known to the tranſported Lover, that he had 
been far from indifferent to her. It was this Situation 
of Mind which gave Riſe to the Converſation you have 
heard concertins Self- Love, in which ſhe maintain'd 
with ſo much Wi tand Spirit that her Jealouſy proceeded 
only from that Paiſion, 
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Bur that Diſcourſe was no ſooner over, than ſhe was 
convinced, as I had been long before, how much ſhe 
had been a Stranger to the true Poſition of her own 
Heart. Lifimond appear'd at the End of the Walk, 
leading Meliſa; Sifviana perceived them firſt, and with 
a viſible Diſcompoſure in her Countenance, Look there ! 
cry'd ſhe ; behold, how that Creature is dreſs'd to-day ! 
How unbecoming is every Thing about her! I wonder 
how any body can think her tolerable. 

I xxow not, anſwer'd I, laughing, whether my Self- 
Love is leſs clear-ſighted than yours, or whether I am 
naturally more juſt ; but I proteſt to you, that I think 
I never ſaw her more agreeable than at this Inſtant ; 
and I aſſure you, ſhe always paſs'd with me for a Wo- 
man perfectly lovely. | | 

IT may be fo, reſumed ſhe, with ſome Heſitation in 
her Voice, and a Look, which let me know ſhe was 
not a little piqued at what I had faid ; and was ſuffici- 
ent to confirm me in my former ConjeQures, that it 


was ſomething more than Vanity which made her fo 
uneaſy at the Aſſiduities Liſimond had lately paid this 


Lady. 

Br this Time we were ſo near each other, that it was 
impoſſible for us to avoid them: Melifja accoſted Sil- 
Viana, With her uſual Freedom; but this Lady in return- 
mg her Salntation, turn'd ſo extremely pale, that the 
other demanded if ſhe were indiſpoſed. I ſupported 
her under the Arm, and was ſo ſenſible of what the felt 
in this Interview, that I trembled for her; but as I was 
about to ſpeak, ſhe reply'd to Meliſſa, with a Courage, 
which it was eaſy to perceive ſhe took ſome Pains to 
alli me, that ſhe had not been well for ſome Days, and 
that ſhe came out only to take the Air, it being one of 
the Remedies preſcrib'd by the Phyſicians. As ſoon as 
ſhe had pronounced theſe Words, ſhe turned haſtily a- 
way, without attending to what either ſhe or Liſimond 
were going to iay, or uſing any farther Ceremony to 
Gem. 

We left the Turlleries directly, and her Coach, 
Which waited at the Gate, carried us home, * 
| er 


2 
4 
| 


OO ROSE Ta EE 


[5] 


ker opening her Lips to ſpeak one Word to me : I was 
not much ſurprized at her Silence, nor pretended Indiſ- 
poſition, for I ſaw the Agitations of her Soul, and that 
Lifimond was become infinitely dearer to her than till 
that moment ſhe believed he was. 

Ix the mean Time, that faithful Lover, who had but 
acted a part in Concert with Me/;f/a, for whom he had 
nothing more than a perfect Eſteem, begg'd leave to 
quit her in order to follow Silviana, whoſe ſuppoſed 
Jlineſs had given him a diſquiet, that made him forget 
all the Indifterence he had determin'd to affect. 

Fax from oppoſing his defign, that good-natur'd Lady 
preſs'd the Ext cution of it, and perceiving ſome of her 
Acquaintance in a diſtant Walk, ſhe went immediately 
to them, leaving him in the Liberty he deſired. He was 


at Silniana's almoſt as ſoon as we; but his Sight io 


ſudden, and ſo unexpected, threw her into fo violent a 
Surprize, that, wholly unable to withſtand theſe diffe- 
rent Emotions which all at once crouded into her Breaſt, 
ſhe fell motionleſs on the Couch ſhe was fitting on. 

I was ſtrangely perplex'd at this Adventure, but my 
Aſtomihment hindred me not from having Recourſe to 
all the Remedies proper for her Recovery, While Z:/- 
mond was on his Knees before her, with all the Symp- 
toms of a Man abandon'd to deipair, beating his Breatt, 
weeping and Kiſſing her Hands by turns, as variouſly 
agitated by his Love and Grief. 

Ou Cares at length brought her to herſelf; and 
the firſt Object that prefented melt to her returning 
Senſes being Liſimond at her Feet, pouring forth tus 
Soul in Terms the moſt ſoſt and paſſionate that Love 
can dictate, or that Wit can ſorm; ſhe regarded lin 
with an Aſtoniſhment, which, I fear'd uud a feonrd 
time have overcome her Spirits: But this vurprize be- 
ing of a different Nature from the former, had à dit 
rent Effect: And after he had ſaid enough to remove #3] 
thoſe Scruples, vehich bad forwerly given ker fo mach 
Diſquiet, What, cry'd ſhe, is it polible, dat 
no ſhare in your affections, and that | 
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whom alone you love? I have never adored any* other 
than you, anſwer'd he, nor did Nature ever produce 
Charms capable of making me forget yours one mo- 
ment--— It is more than three Years that I have lan- 
guiſh'd for you, I teſtify'd my Admiration of you as 
far as the Humility of my Paſſion wou'd permit; but 
you vouchſafed not to underſtand me, I fear'd myſelt 
deſpiſed, and durſt not come to a farther Explanation, 
and therefore withdrew my Aſliduities Meliſſa is 
my Kinſwoman, I made her the Confident of my Love 
and my Deſpair. She adviſed me to declare myſe'f ; 
but the dread of diſpleaſing you wou'd not ſuffer me 
to take her Counſel ; and had not the extreme Inquie- 
tude, which I was ſeiz'd with at your telling us you 
were indiſpoſed, compelled me to follow you, in order 
to be more fully inform'd of the State of your Health, 
I know not whether I ſhould ever have aſſumed cou- 
rage to have attended you, without having receiv- 
ed ſuch Commands from yourſelf——The Swoon you. 
have been in, my Grief and Diſtraction to behold it, 
have now diſcovered the Secret of my Heart, you 
are in poſſeſſion of it diſpoſe of me as you pleaſe. 

In DEE D, reply'd Silviana, (with a Tranquility which 
ſurpriz d me more than her former Diſcomroſure had 
done) you had ſaved yourſelf great part of thoſe In- 
quietudes you complain of, had 1 been ſooner made ac- 
quainted with your Sentiments : It was impoſſible for 
me to gueſs what paſſed in ycur Heart, when I was ſo 
much a Stranger to my own, that, till the Pain I felt 
in the Change of your Behaviour towards me, and the 
Flegiure Which now re-animates me in this Confeſſion 
of your Love, I knew not that I had a tenderneſs for 
you —'twas Jealouſy, 'rwas Love, twas the Joy of 
ſceing you again, that threw me into the Condition LI 
have been in: I am not accuſtomed to Emotions, ſuch 
as I have lately ſuſtain d; and as I wiſh never to be in- 


volved in the like, I accept your Heart, and receive, 


without Diſſmulation, the Faith you offer me. 


? 


1 


wy are . 


FE AT hs 


. 


. 


1 e 


171 


I am little able to deſcribe to you the Graces with 
which Silviana made this Declaration, but much leſs 
to give you any adequate Idea of what the tranſported 
Lifmond felt at ſo happy a Diſcovery. So I ſhall only 
ſay, that, after a thouſand Teſtimonies of the moſt in- 
violable Affection on both ſides, they agreed to be 
united for ever in the indiſſoluble Bonds of Hymen, as 
ſoon as Marine my Aunt ſhould return from Britony,. 
where ſne was gone on ſome Family affairs. Tus 
Lady had the care of Silviana's Education, her Mo- 
ther died while ſhe was yet an Infant, and ſhe thought 
the Affection ſhe had ſhown in that Charge merited 
this Conſideration ſrom her. I no ſooner heard this, 
than I wrote to my Aunt a Recital of the whole Ad- 
venture, who returned me an immediate Anſwer, that 
fince her Abſence was all that retarded the. Happineſs 
of ſo faithful a Pair, ſhe would make all poſſible haſte 
to Paris: We are in Expectation of her in about three 
or four Days, and Li/mond ſet out to meet her on the 
way; and that gave us the opportunity of enjoying the 
Happineſs Celemena has procured us. 

SILV IANA now confeſſes, that her Jealouſy of Li- 


fimond proceeded from a motive very difterent from that 


of Selt-love ; and he, that his ſeeming Attachment to 
Meliſſa, was for no other end than to try what Ef- 
ſect it wou'd have on her. S:{viana. made him ſeme 
Reproaches for this Stratagem : But with ſo much Wit 
2 Tenderneſs, that he had no reaſon to complain. 
All doubts of Rivalſhip being now removed, Mellſa 
Was ſent for to partake in their Contentment ; and this 
zmiable Lady, who is ſhortly to be married to an inti- 
mate Friend of Liſimond's, brought with her, her in- 
tended Spouſe ; and never was a Converſation more a- 
greeable, or more gay, than paſſed between this lit- 
tle Company. Mela ſincerely congratulated Silviaza 
on the Concluſion of this Affair; and 6:/viana being 


entirely cured of that Paſſion which had blinded her 


Reaſon, now render'd Juſtice to the Beauty of that a- 
greeable Lady. There cannot be a more perfect Amity 
F B 4 than 
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than between them two; and I believe the fame Da 
will be appointed for the Nuptials of both. | 

SILVIANA, in whoſe every Action may be diſco- 
vered the moſt charming Freedom and Openneſs of 
Heart, had no ſooner entred into an Engagement with 
Liſimond, than ſhe diſmiſs'd all that Train of Admirers 
which had given him ſo much pain ; and told them, 
that the Name of Virgin, which had fo long authorized 
their Addreſſes, had now no longer the Power, and the 
Name of Liſimond's Wife, which ſhe had determined to 
take upon her in a ſhort Time, permitted her not to re- 
ceive any Viſits on the ſcore of Love, 

As great a Shock as this Declaration was to ſome, 
who had flattered themſelves with being well in her E1- 
teem, none had the Temerity to complain; and in ſpite 
of their Diſappointment were compell'd to own, that 
ihe who had behaved with ſo much Decorum in the 
great World, knew alſo how to retire with the ſame 
Prudence. 

Tu us, continued Areliſe, have I given you the true 
State of Sizviana's Heart and Circumſtances ; and by 
what I have ſaid, you may eaſily judge, if all the Plea- 
{ures ſhe can partake with us, are capable of making 
her forget thoſe which Love and Marriage are preparing 
tor her. 

Tux beautiful Areliſe here concluded her Narration. 
I aſſure you, ſaid Urania, that nothing is more pleaſing 
than this Adventure, nor more entertaining than the 
Manner in which it has been recited. 

I Do not think, added Felicia, that there is a poſſi- 
bility of giving greater Embelliſhments. Thoſe who 


can ſpeak in this Manner, cried Camilla, can commit 


no fault equal to filence; and we are infinitely obliged 


to the charming Freli/e, that ſhe did not abridge the 
Hiſtory the gave us, not only that our Curiofity is more 
amply ſatisfied with all the Particulars which brought 
on the Happineſs of Liſimond; but alſo that in ſo doing 
the prolong the Pleaſure of hearing her. 


THERE 


1 


Tur xz are fo few Incidents in the Affair ſhe has 
been relating, ſaid Silviana, that it required no leſs a 
Genius than that of Areliſe to ſpin it to the length ſhe 
has done without becoming tedious. 

I xxow too well, - reſumed Areliſe, the Value of 
Praiſe, when given by ſuch Mouths, not to wiſh F 


merited it — but I intreat, you will conyert your 
Attention to a more worthy Object. I ſee ſomething in 
the beautiful Hortenſias Eyes, that perſuades me her 
Mind is ill at Eafe. Tis eaſy to divine the Cauſe, ſaid 
Cciemena: And if we examine ſome others of this agree- 
able Society, we ſhall find the fame Marks of an in- 
ward Agitation; and if it be true, as certainly it is, 
that Huſband and Wife make but one, we have here 
but half of Lrania, Felicia, Hertenſia, Julia, Camilla, 
or Florinda. 

You are very penetrating, rephed Camilla, with her 
accultomed Gaiety, and I am very ready to allow the 
Juſtice of your Obſervation. And I, added Horten/ie : 
Urama, Felicia, Julia, and Florinaa, confets'd alſo, that 
the Abſence of tiizir Spouſes gave them ſome Inquie- 


rude; and every one 01 them promifed to make their 


patticular Reproaches. 
CELEME NA had a Heart too delicate not to be 
ſenſible, that theſe Ladies muſt really feel ſome Pain in 


the imagin'd Negligence of Perſons ſo dear to them; 


and therefore propoſed to go in ſearch of them, who 
ſhe doubted not were all together. "The whole beauti- 
ful Company gladly conſented, and rifing up with that 
deſign, the Door was no ſooner opened than they per- 
ceived Thelamont, Orophanes, and all the reſt in an An- 
tichamber, where they had been for ſome time, and 
heard all their Diſcourſe; the Ladies ſtarted, and turn'd 
back into the Chamber, where they were follow'd by 
their Huſbands, laughing exceſſively at their Anger and 
Aſtoniihment. 

We no more delerve, ſaid Thelammt, the Treu- 
ment you have prepared for us, than any thing you are 
capable of ſaying could be ſevere enough to punith our 


1 — . 
Neglect, had we been guilty. We were no ſooner told 
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you were here, than we ran to pay our Duty, and 
came up juſt as the amiable Areliſe began the Hiſtory 
of Silviana, which being loth to interrupt, we ſtayed. 
in the next Room, and have enjoyed the {ame pleaſure 


in that Recital with yourſelves. 

"Tis we therefore, added Orophanes, that ought 
to make Reproaches, that you aſſembled yourſelves to- 
gether, without admitting us to ſhare in your Enter- 
tainments. True, cry'd Or/ames, and I know not what 
Reparation could have been made us, had we been 
deprived of hearing the Adventures of the beautiful 
Sikviana, related in fo agreeable a Manner. Indeed, 
ſaid Urania, ſmiling, I very much applaud this Ac- 


tion of yours, and am delighted, that you have loſt 


nothing of that Diſcourſe ; for, I aſſute you, continued 
ſhe, looking tenderly on Thel/amont, that I ſecretly 

wiſh'd a thouſand Times you could partake of the Satiſ- 

faction it gave us. ; 

Ar rER ſuch aw Acknowledgment, anſwer'd he, it 
is impoſſible to be angry; and I know not, if it is not 
a kind f Merit in a Perſon ſometimes to commit 
2 Fault, who xnows how to excuſe it with ſo good a 
Large... 

Txr1s amiable Society diverted themſelves ſome time 
in ſuch like Demonſtrations of their Wit and Good- 
Humour, till being told Dinner was on the Table, they 
adjourn'd to the Hall, where they ſat down with a 
Contentment of Mind, that render'd Noon more pleaſ- 
fing than the Morning had been. When Dinner was 
over, they went into the Library, and according to the 
Rules preſcrib'd by them, the Converſation turn'd 
wholly on the inſtructive part. Celemena having open'd 
the fuſt Book that offer'd to her View, See here, ſaid 
ſhe, putting it again into its place, the Life of one of 
the nan ©.mperors, which is to me the moſt deteſta- 


ble: It is that of Domitian, the Son of YVeſpaftan, and 


Brother of Tias; who, thongh he had ſome good 
Qualties, was ſo ſtrongly carried away by his Vices, 
that the former ſerved only to render the latter more 
conſpicuous, $ 
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Ir is true, faid Thelamont, that this Emperor had 
great Faults ; but it muſt alſo be confeſs'd he had ſome- 
excellent Parts. He took an extreme Care, that the 
Magiſtrates under him ſhou'd do. juſtice even to 
the meaneſt of the Roman People, or of the con- 
guer'd Provinces ; and never pardon'd a Judge who 
had been found guilty of Bribery or Partiahty. He had 
frequently this Maxim in his Mouth, that the Prince who 
did not puniſh Corruption was guilty of it himfelf. 


HE was the firſt that gave the Romans any notion of: 


a naval Fight, by cauſing a great Lake to be cleanſed, 


and afterwards fill'd up by the Waters of Tiber, on: 


which he appointed a great Number of Galleys and other 
Veſſels, to encounter each other, to the great Satisfacti- 
on and Improvement of the Spectators; but notwith- 
ſtanding the immenſe Sums he expended in this, and o- 
ther Shews, he never was able to attract the Love of the 
common People, fond as they are generally of every 
thing that makes a noiſe. 
Nox was he more ſucceſsful among the better Sort, 
though he did ſeveral Things worthy of giving him 
the Title of Father of his Country, particularly in 
epriving Courtezans, and other Women of a known de- 
bauch'd Life, of the Liberty of being carried in Litters, 
OT 2 any Legacies or Gifts, by way of Teſta- 
ments; and expelling a young Senator from the Capi- 


tol, for having been the Principal in a Dance. But 
theſe good Edits ſeemed but like Starts of Virtue in. 


his Soul, the greater Part of his Actions proving the 


almoſt Propenſity to all Manner of Voluptuouſneſs and 


Cruelty. But that which rendered him moſt odious: 
to all Ranks of Men was, that he would needs make 


himſelf be worſhipped as a God, and caus'd all thoſe: 


who refuſed to ofter Incenſe to him, to be proſcrib'd as 
Traitors. 


His Rage and Cruelty carried him ſo far, that on 


ſome ſlight Oppoſition made to his Meaſures, he ſacri- 
ficed ſome of the principal Senators, and afterwards ba- 
aiſh'd St. 7obn the Ewangeliſt into the Ifle of Pathmos, 
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and put to death two Popes, Clement and Auaclet. Wea- 
ried with ſuch repeated Acts of Tyranny, it is not 
to be wonder'd at that ſo many Conſpiracies were form'd 
to rid the World of ſo deteſted a Monſter; but tho' ſe- 
veral Projects of this Kind had been render'd abortive, 
he was at laſt aſſaſſinated in his Palace by thoſe of 
his own Houſhold, in the 15th Year of his Reign: And 
this aſſuming Emperor, who while he lived, wou'd be 


adored as a God, had after his Death no other Honours - 


than a filent Tomb. A remarkable Inſtance of divine 
Juſtice, which, ſooner or later, never fails to humble 
and to punith the Proud and the Vain-glorious 

IT is moſt true, ſaid Orſames, that exceſſive Pride 
is ſeldom unattended by ſome dreadful Cataſtrophe : 
But, continued he, let us turn our Eyes from theſe horrr- 


ble Images, and make a Contraſt more agrecable : Let 


us to the Madneſs and Folly of Vanity, oppoſe the Ex- 
cellence of Modeſty ; and in the Room of what we 
wou'd avoid, call to remembrance that we would 


- unitate. An Inſtance of this lat which to me ſeems 


worthy of Admiration, happen'd under the * of 
the ſame Emperor, of whom we have been ſpeaking. 
The Iſland of Great-Britain, being almoſt wholly revolt- 
ed from the Roman Power, Domitian ſent a very 
great Army, commanded by that wiſe and valiant Ge- 
neral #-ricola, in order to reduce it to its former 
Obedience. This brave Man, at his Arrival, found an 
Oppoſition much greater than he expected; for the Bri- 
tons were not only unanimouſly bent on the Recovery 
of their Freedom, but had alſo called in the Scots or 
Pits, and 1rifþ to their aſſiſtance : So that they formed a 
Body capable of ſtriking Terror to a Heart leſs intrepid 
and reſolute than that of Agricela. But this mag- 
nanimous Roman, far from being ſurpriz'd or daunted at 
their Numbers, ſeem'd rather pleas'd to think, that 
if he overcame, it wou'd be a Conqueſt worthy of him; 
and having animated his Soldiers, proceeded to the At- 
tack, broke into the Enemics Camp, and gave them a 
more total Rout than the Roman Power had ever boaſted 
of in that warlike Iſland, The Victory being com- 
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leated, he wrote an Account of it to the Emperor; 
— tho' it was the Cuſtom for the Generals, after they 
had gain'd a Battle, to encloſe Leaves of Laurel in the 
Letters they ſent to the Emperor, or the Senate, as a 
Mark of their Victory, he wou'd not make uſe of that 
Symbol, and only gave a plain Narration of what had 
happened, aſcribing all the praiſe of what was done to 
the Captains and Soldiery, and ſaying no more of him- 
ſelf in the Conduct or Action of that memorable Day, 


than that he had the Honour of being one among the 


reſt, who had been ſerviceable to his Country. Nor did 
he avoid doing Juſtice to himſelf, thro' any Fear of of- 
fending the jealous Domitian, but thro' his own innate 
Modeff), and the Averſion he had to Oſtentation. 

We have ſeen in our own Times, ſaid A4/phonſo, ſome 
great Captains, who, in this Virtue, have been nothing 
inferior to the worthy Roman you mention. 'Thoſe Let- 
ters which the Duke of Zorrain wrote to the Emperor 
Leopold on the Victories he gain'd over the Army of the 
Grand Signior, are Examples of Modeſty, and true 
Magnanimity, to all ſucceeding Ages. 

'THAT alſo of Prince Lewrs of Baden to the ſame 
Emperor, giving an Account of the Battle he gain'd 
at Salankemen, over the Army of the Turits, com- 
manded by the Grand Viſier Coprogly, is deſerving of 
the higheſt Encomiums. This Coprogly was no leſs 
famous for his Valour and Conduct, than had been his 
Predeceflors Mahomet and Achmet, Grand Viſiers; and 
being ſenfible whom he was to encounter, had now 
taken a particular care to be well furniſhed with a nu- 
merous Artillery, and to poſt his 'Troops in the moſt ad- 
vantageous manner. Prince Lewis of Baden was not 
ignorant of the Prudence and Perſonal Bravery: of this 
General ; but inſtead of avoiding the Combat, as he 
might eafily have done, he attack'd Sword in hand; 
and after a Fight of fix Hours, forced into the Twrki/b 
Camp. The Grand Viſiter was killed, the whole Army 
put to the Rout, and all the Baggage, which was very 
conſiderable, became the Victor's Spoil. The Fame of 
this great Action cover'd Prince Lewis with wy dying 
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Laurels. Yet did this Hero preſerve his uſual Wiſdom 


and Modeſty ; and in his Account of it to the Emperor, 
gave all the Praiſe to the Princes and Chiefs of his Ar- 
my, without ſaying any more of himſelf than that he 
had aſſiſted them with his Advice. 

THERE is no Quality more truly great, ſaid Urania, 
than Modefty ; which, while laviſh in adorning the 
Merits of another, is wholly forgetful of its own. But 
in ſpeaking of this Virtue, we ſhou'd be ſtrangely un- 
juſt, ſhou'd we neglect the Marſhall de TJurenne; that 
great Man having gain'd the celebrated Battle of Dune 
near Dunkirk, wrote to Madam his Spouſe in theſe 
Terms. 


66 E have engaged the Enemy, and God be 
2 prais'd have got the better of them: I am a 
« little fatigued in the Action, therefore wiſh you a good 
Night, and hope to enjoy the ſame.” 

TURENNE. 


How eloquent is this Modeſty ! How noble this Sim- 
plicity! All the Agricola's in the World are not compa- 
rable to ſuch a Hero ! 

Mons1tur the Marſhal de Luxemturgh was alſo no leſs 
—— of this amiable Quality, and teſtifed it by the 

etter he diſpatch'd to Levis XIV. by Monſieur 4 Ar- 
tagnan, juſt after he gain'd the memorable Battle of 
Nerxwvinde, over the Army of the Allies commanded by 
the Prince of Orange. Theſe are the Terms in which 
he wrote, word ſor word. 


DE 
* NH ONSIEUR {7 4::2pnan will tell your Majeſty 
« VI all that has paſt; the Enemy has dune Won- 
ders, but your Troops have done yet more, the Prin- 
ces of your Blood have {ſurpaſſed Imagination. As 
for me, I have had no other ſhare in this Victory 
* than to have taken ry, and to have got the better 
of the Prince of Orange, as your Majeſty expreſſy 
commanded me,” LUXEMBURGH, 
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Tur Felt Prince of Conde, ſaid Or/ames, wrote in a 


different Style, but no leſs worthy of Admiration, after 
he had gained the Battle of Locroy ; theſe are his 
Words. 


oy HE Spaniſb Army has been nothing in the Hands 
” of your Majeſty's'Troops, we are poſſeſt of their 
« Camp, their Artillery, their Ammunition, and their 
* Baggage, and made a great Number of Priſoners.” 
Conpe, 
Trex ſame great Prince wrote again to the Queen Re- 
gent after the Battle of Lens in theſe Terms. 


«© J Attack'd the Spaniards in the Plain of Lers, and 
have deſcated their Army: We both fought well.” 
| ConDe. 


IT is not to be doubted, added Orophanes, but that 
France has produc'd many Heroes no way inferior to 
thoſe of the Roman Empire; and in ſpite of the Regard 
we pay to the former Ages, I believe, whoever com- 

ares the Hiſtories of ancient Worthies with thoſe of 
fatter Times, will have no reaſon to imagine that Na- 
ture has degenerated : What Annals preſent us with a 
Reign more glorious than that of Lewis XIV ? All the 
illuſtrious Qualities which ſeparately render other Prin- 
ces famous, were united in him, and will tranſmit his 
Name, with Admiration, down to the laſt Period of 
Time. 

THarT Battle of Nerawinde or Landen, of which La- 
nia ſpoke, furniſhes an Inftance of what I advance. 
The French Army was commanded, as ſhe ſaid, by 
Monſieur the Marſhal de Luxemburg, and that of the 
Allies by Villiam III. King of England: Their Forces 
were pretty near equal, and compoſed, beyond all con- 
tradiction, of the moſt valiant Troops in the World. 
It ſeem'd as if theſe two Armies met only to diſpute 
the Prize of Valour : The whole Science of the military 
Art, all, the Stratagems and Artifices of War, were put 
in practice by the Generals on both ſides; till the nas 
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after a Fight of twelve Hours, impatient for the Vic- 
tory, forc'd their way into the Camp, and became 
Maſters of their Artillery. The King of England then 
finding no hope of renewing the Battle, made a Re- 
treat, which will always be remembred to his Glory. 
The Account of theſe Actions reaching the Ears of 
Lev:is the Great, he made this Reply; The Duke of 
« Luxemburg, ſaid that generous Monarch, attack'd 
« the Enemy like a Prince of Conde; and the Prince 
*« of Orange retreated like a Marſhall de Turenne. 

WrarT- can be more truly magnificent than theſe 
few Words ! how much do they contain ! here are four 
different Perſons prais'd at the ſame time ; paſs'd great 
Actions repeated, and Honour given to the preſent. So 
well did this glorious Prince know how to render Juſtice 
to the Merit of his Subjects, and to his greateſt Ene- 
mies. The Prince of Conti alſo, whoſe Generoſity e- 
quall'd his Courage, in writing a Detail of the famous 
Battle to the Princeſs his Spoule, ſpeaks of it in theſe 
Words. King Villiam, whole heroick Virtues ren- 
« der him worthy of the Crown he wears, has made a 
« Retreat full of Glory.” 

THERE is a Sympathy between great Souls, which 
v/ill not ſuffer them to deny each other their due Praiſe ; 


and he that truly loves Virtue, will love it even in an 


Eneray. 
HERE Orethanes ceas' d to ſpeak, and gave the 


Company an opportunity of teſtifying the Pleature they 


had taken in his Diſcourſe ; every one had ſomething - 


obliging to {ay on this occaſion, and perhaps they had 
not ſo ſoon given over, if the Spouſe of Urania, who 


knew the Pain theſe Sort of Eulogiums gave to the Mo- 


defty of his Friend, had not interrupted them, by ſay- 
ing, Nothing can be more juſt than this Reflection of 


Oropbanes, and I think we ought not to ſearch paſt 


Ages, and foreign Nations for what we may be ſo a- 
bundanily ſupply'd with in our own : Nor Greece, nor 
Reme, ever boaſted greater Names than France had done, 
and ful] docs; and indeed it wou'd be to our Diſgrace 
if we did not, conſidering we have united in our fa- 
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mous Academy all that made thoſe two Cities ſo juftly 


eſteemed : we poſleſs all that was remarkable of their 
Heroes, their Philoſophers, their Hiſtorians, their Ora- 
tors, and their Poets. Are not Ariflotle, Socrates, Pe- 
ricles, Alcibiades, TJhemiſtocles, Xenophon, Thucydides, De- 
aoſthenes, Euripides, and Sophocles now our own ? And 
do we not poſſeſs, as much as if we ſaw them living, 
all that made Rome ſo celebrated? Have we not Horace, 
Virgil, Ovid, Catullus, Tacitus, Titus Livius, and 
Cicero? ; 

Wir this Advantage over thoſe famous Common- 
wealths, do we not find in each Member of our illuſtri- 
ous Academy, all the different Sciences, which ſingly 
adorn the Characters of thoſe celebrated Dead? And 
do not our Heroes, after being crown'd by the Hands of 
Victory, prove in this learned Aſſembly, that they 
merit no leſs Honour from the Muſes ? 

IF it was a Glory to the Greeks and Romans, to have 
ſo many ſublime Genius's born among them ; ours 1s yet 
greater, who enjoy at once whatever both produced in all 
the different Ages of the World. The general and par- 


ticular Productions of this illuſtrious Body are tranſmitted 


with Admiration through almoſt all Parts of the habi- 
table World. That incomparable Dictionary in 1694, 
is an eternal Trophy rais'd to the Honour of the French 
Genius, =—— Tis in this uſeful Work that we are 
taught both to ſpeak and write well : All the Nations 
in the World have recourſe to it for Force and Elegance 
of Expreſſion ; and our beſt Treatiſes on all ſorts of Sei- 
ences, owe the Eſteem they find among Strangers to this 
compendious Dictionary : Nor are theſe the only Advan- 
tages it beſtows ; for I am told for a certain truth, that 
many who before had not the leaſt underſtanding in the 


French Language, have been able by a conſtant Applica- 


tion, and help of this Dictionary, to attain a perfect 
Knowledge of it; and not only to tranſlate our Works 
into their own Tongue, but alſo to ſpeak and write in 
it, without the aſhitance of a Maſter. 

THE Romans believed, with reaſon, that it was 
for the Honour of their Republick, to employ all ſorts 


of 
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of means to engage People to learn the Latin Tongue. 


To this End, they ſent School-maſters to all their Colo- 
nies; and thoſe who had the moiſt Succeſs were certain 
of the greateſt Reward. Nor were thoſe learned Men 
unrecompenc'd; whole Boroughs have been made free 
on this occaſion, and particular Perſons honoured with 
conſiderable Employments ; and by this means the Lan- 
guage extended itſelf thro Errope, Aſia and Africa. 

In French have indeed no need of ſuch Methods for 
the Propagation of their Language, the Pleaſure their 
words afford the Reader, their natural Politeneſs, and 
the Charms of their Society, have been ſufficient to at- 
tain all they cou'd wiſh in this point: But it muſt ſtill 
be owned, that it is to the profound Learning and Aſſi- 
duity of our noble Academy, that we are indebted ſor 
the Ambition all other neighbouring Nations exprefs to 
underſtand and converſe with us, 

WELL, ſaid Felicia, ſmiling, I flatter'd myſelf, that 
Orophanes wou'd this Day have engroſs'd the chief of 


our Praiſes; but I perceive 7 he/amont would not ſuf- 


fer it. 

Tun Diſcourſe of Thelamont, interrupted Sil viana, 
had not made us capable of forgetting what Orophanes 
ſaid; but I find it is peculiar to this Aſſembly, that 
whichever of them ſpeaks, demands our whole Admi- 
ration, and we think ourſelves impoſſible to be divided, 
till convinc'd of it by hearing another. 

Fox my part, added Celemena, all the Moments I paſs 
here, are a Succeſſion of Improvement and Delight; 
and tho' I believe nothing can contain more of both 


than what Thelamont has now deliver'd, yet I will not. 


anſwer, but I may change my Opinion when next he 
opens his Mouth. 

"Ts the ordinary Effect of Truth, ſaid Uranio, (wil- 
ling to diſembarraſs her Spouſe from the Compliments 
they were preparing for him) to give Charms to the 
moſt plain and ſimple Expreſſions. 

Bur, cry'd Camilla, with a moſt amiable Sprighth- 
neſs, muſt all our fine Quotations be in favour - the 
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Men? "Tis, methinks, a little unjuſt to confine our Ad- 
miration to one Sex, as if Antiquity had not its Heroines 
as well as Heroes. 

Taz Company could not forbear laughing at this Re- 
flection of Camilla's, but Silviana taking upon her to 
reply: It is certain, ſaid ſhe, there have been many 
Women worthy the Praiſes of Poſterity; but as our 
Condition permits us not to undertake thoſe Enterprizes, 
which do ſo much honour to the Men, and as our Glory 
is of a different nature from theirs, the great Actions of 
thoſe of our Sex are looked on as extraordinary, and 


hap'ning but rarely, we neither can, nor ought to value 


ourſelves upon them: Men, on the contrary, convey 
the heroick Deeds and Sentiments of each other from 
Age to Age; and the Name of every great Commander, 
or Philoſopher, is as it were perpetual, by the Emu- 
lation of their Succeſſors: But we ſee not the Example 
of illuſtrious Women much followed. If ſome few have 
been couragious, the greateſt part have been weak and 
timid; if one has reign'd with Glory, a thouſand have 
made an ill uſe of Authority; and as in general Nature 
ſeems not to have deſigned us for any thing intrepid or 
daring, we ought not to think it ſtrange, in ſpite of our 
Self-love, that we have no more than an accidental 
Place in the Praiſes or Quotations of this agreeable So- 
ciety. 

I am entirely of your Opinion, lovely Slviana, re- 
ply'd Florinda, and cou'd be content, that nothing great 
among Women were remembred, provided the Actions 
of ſome were wholly forgot ; for if our Vanity finds 
ſomewhat wherewith to pleaſe itſelf in the Memory of 
an Artemiſa, a Panthea, a Lucrece and a Portia, it cru- 
elly ſuffers in that of a Me/aline, a Julia, a Rhodope and 
a Lats. | 

You ought, methinks, interrupted Are/;/e, to put 
among the Number of theſe laſt the Empreſs Zoa, 
whoſe Life laſt Night was the Subject of my Enter- 
tainment. I know not that Princeſs, ſaid Celemena, 
turning herſelf to Nania. Since Areliſe, anſwered 
that charming Lady with a Smile, has paſs'd part 1 
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the Night in her Company, ſhe muſt give us the Sa- 
tisfaction of making us acquainted with her; and tho” 


tis poſſible ſome of us may not be Strangers to her 


Character, yet the Recital, from ſo agreeable a Mouth, 
has all the Charms of Novelty. You are always 
obliging, reſum'd Are/i/e ; and tho' it would be ſome 
difficulty to relate a Hiſtory, which I believe you are 
better vers'd in than myſelf, I ſhall ſooner chuſe to diſ- 
cover my Inability, than give you any juſt Cauſe to 
doubt my Obedience. 


The His Tory of the Empreſs Z oa. 


FTE R the Death of Conſtantine, Son of Ba- 
filins Emperor of the Eaſt, continued this beau- 
tiful Lady, the Empire paſſed to Argiropile, who had 
eſpouſed Zoa, a Princeſs of the Imperial Family. She 
was the moſt lovely Woman of her Time, all the 
Graces of her Sex ſeem'd center'd in her Form; but all 
the Ambition of the other poſſeſt her Soul; ſhe deſpis'd 
all Laws but thoſe of her own will, and to that only 
Guide of her Actions, wiſh'd to ſubjugate the whole 
World alſo. She had a Wit and Reſolution capable of 
undertaking and executing the greateſt things; but as 
her Paſſions were excefiive, and never regulated by 
Reaſon or by Duty, ſhe ſuffer'd herſelf to be hurried by 
them, like a Ship on a tempeſtuous Sea, without either 
Maſt or Rudder. | | 
Taz Emperor, who tenderly lov'd her, and had yet 
diſcover'd no other Frailty in her Nature than the De- 
fire of Command, thought himſelf obliged to humour 
her in this Article, becauſe he had the Empire chiefly 
by the Rights of her Birth, and therefore permitted her 
to ſhare with him in the ſupreme Authority; but as 
that 


WE 


8 —— 


—— Peay cc” _ 


—_— fy 4 — : 1 


[ 21 ] 


that was not the only Vice with which ſhe was tainted, 


he had occaſion in a little time to repent the Confidence 
he had placed in her. There was a Prince of his Court 
named Michael Calephate, young, well-made, brave, of 
a good Addreſs, and who knew how to conceal any E- 


motion of his Soul under the Veil of Virtue. His exte- 


rior Merit made ſuch an Impreſſion on the Heart of Zoa, 
that, without any reſpect to her Rank, or Duty, or her 
Honour, ſhe abandoned herſelf without reſerve to the 
Encroachments of this criminal Paſſion. 

Ir was not long before the beloved Prince percei- 
ved the Influence he had gained : he was too attentive 
to every Thing that might give him hope of raiſing his 


Fortune to be blind to this, had Zoa more endeavour'd 
to conceal it; both burning with the ſame Defire, tho 


for different Motives. Michael Calephate grew every 
day more condeſcending, till both, weary of the 


| Reſtraint they were in, and perfectly acquainted with 


each other's Sentiments, reſolved to break the Ice, and 
give a looſe to Inclination. Michael watching a favour- 
able Moment, was the firſt that ſpoke ; the Empreſs 
made no ſcruple of returning his Endearments, and 
compleated the Diſhonour in fact, ſhe had ſo long been 
guilty of in Idea. 

Z0 4 had near her a Princeſs of her own Blood, cal- 


led 7 heoder 2, in whom ſhe placed the moſt perfect Con- 


fidence ; but knowing ſhe wou'd be far from approving 
her Conduct in this point, ſhe took all imaginable Care 

to conceal it from her. | 
Sven is the Misfortune of thoſe who are. aban- 
don'd to Vice,. they know the Ills they bring upon 
theinielves————— —they ſee the Horror of the Abyſs 
into which they are falling, yet driven by their Paſſions, 
they iy the only Hand cou'd give them Succour, and 
Virtue to them is an Object only of Terror and At- 
tright. But Theodora had yet a greater ſhare of Pe- 
netration, than the Empreſs had oi Diſſimulation, and 
in {pite of all her Precautions ſaw enough to perſuade 
her, ſhe could not wrong Zoe, even in the worſt Con- 
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jectures on her Behaviour with Michael Cafephate. The 


Certainty of this unworthy Commerce gave her an ex- 
treme Diſquiet ; the Friendſhip ſhe had for her Impe- 
rial Kinſwoman, and the Dread of what Conſequences 
this Intrigue might bring not only to her, but the whole 
State, made her reſolve to ſpeak to her with freedom, 
and to _— nothing that ſhe thought might make the 
Empreſs ſenſible of her Error. 

Su waited not long for an Opportunity to put her De- 
ſign in Execution. The Familiarity between them gave 
her frequent Occaſions of being alone with her; and 
the firſt Time ſhe found herſelf ſo, ſhe began to draw 
her inſenſibly into a Diſcourſe of Marriage, and the 


Happineſs of that State, where there was a Parity of 


Circumſtances and Affections; and after ſome little Con- 
verſation on that Topic: For your part, Madam, ſaid 
ſhe, your Majeſty has nothing left to with on that ſcore ; 
the Emperor has for you ſo perfect a tenderneſs, that 
cou'd I' flatter myſelf with being ſo well beloved by 
him I ſhou'd make choice of, I ſhou'd not heſitate one 
moment to enter into the Bonds of Hymen. 

You have no reaſon to doubt, reply'd the Empreſs, 
{without mentioning the Emperor) but that whoever you 
ſhall think fit to favour, will place his utmoſt Glory in 
rendering you happy. But, Couſin, added ſhe ſmiling, 
which of the Princes of our Court wou'd moſt pleaſe 
you to receive Proofs of Affection from? 

Tuls was the Foint to which the diſcreet Theodora 
had been aiming to bring her, and having gained it, 
Since, Madam, anſwered ſhe, your Majeſty is ſo good to 
authorize a Conſeſſion of this nature, I ſhall make no 
ſcruple to avow the Eſteem I have for Michael Caloe- 
hate; that Prince has given me ſome Proofs of his 
Love, and if you think fit to approve our Marriage, 
nothing will be wanting in my Felicity. 

Tris Diſcourſe was like a Thunderbolt to the 
Heart of Zoa, and as ſhe was unprepared to receive it, 
all her Artifice forſook her, and ſhe fell back in her 
Chair, where ſhe remained ſome Moments in a Swoon. 


Theodora was now perfectly convinced, that all ſhe 
feared 
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feared was but too real, and grieved at the Condition 
in which ſhe ſaw the Empreſs, and more ſo at the Oc- 
caſion, ran to apply proper Remedies for her Recovery: 
Which ſhe no ſooner accompliſhed, than taking her 
Hands between hers, Be comforted, ſaid ſhe haſtily, 


Prince Calephate loves me not, nor have I any other 


Paſſion for him, than thoſe of Hate and Indignation, 
becauſe he has influenced my Empreſs to an Inclination 
unworthy of her Rank an Inclination which 
has made her forget all ſhe owes to the Emperor, and to 
herſelf. Then without giving her leiſure to reply, ſhe 

roceeded to repreſent the Horror of the Crime ſhe 
had committed the Danger 'ſhe run in perſe- 


vering in'it, and the Shame which always attends ſueh 


Amours. But Zoa more ſenſible of Joy to find ſhe had 
nothing to fear from the Infidelity of her Lover, than 
touch'd with the Remonſtrances of her Friend, impoſed 
on her an eternal Silence on the Affair; Content your- 
ſelf, ſaid ſhe, with having diſcovered my Secret, with- 
out pretending to regulate, my Conduct I ſhall 


always liſten to you on Maxims of State, but will en- 


dure no Dictator on what concerns my Love Me- 
rit therefore the Pardon I give you, by endeavouring to 
forget what your boldneſs has convinced you of. Theſe 
Words were accompanied with an Air, which wou'd 
have filled any other than Theodora with dread ; but 
this wiſe Princeſs was nothing daunted by them, and 
tho' for that time ſhe forbore any further Speech, ſhe 
did not fail ſome Days afterwards to renew her former 
Remonſtrances with noble force; but ſhe received no 
better Anſwer than before, nor were all her Efforts of 
any ſervice to recal the abandon'd Zoa from that Path 
of Perdition ſhe had enter'd into, and was determined 
to purſue. 

THEODORA was not however the only Perſon 
who perceived the Empreſs's Amour: This Princeſs 
was obliged to make ſome People the Confidents 
of her ſecret Interviews with Calephate; thoſe ſhe 


made chore of for that end, were more complaiſant 


but leſs diſcreet than Theodora; and by their imprudent 
Manage- 
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Management, or by the too frequent Meetings of the 


Lovers, the Emperor was at laſt inform'd of it; and 


tho he cou'd hardly perſuade himſelf, there was a Poſſi- 


bility ſhe could wrong him in that nature, yet he'was 
reſolved to leave no means untry'd which might diſco- 
ver the Truth. | 

He ſoon found an Opportunity, and his own Eyes 
having been Witneſs of the Diſhonour of this unfaith- 
ful Princeſs, all the Love he had for her converted into 
the extremeſt Hate, and he immediately form'd a de- 
ſign of revenging himſelf in a manner which ſhould 
make both the Miſtreſs and the Lover repent their guil- 
ty Pleaſures ; but as Zoa was of a Race idoliz'd by the 
People, and he had been made Emperor only in her 
Right, all Precautions were neceſlary for the Succeſs 
of his Enterprize. 'To this end, he began with trying 
the Puiſes of the Senate, by complaining of her Barren- 
neſs, and repreſenting the Confuſion in which the 
State would be involved, if he ſhould die without an 
Heir ; his Artifices ſo well prevailed, that in a ſhort 
time he gained their Suffrages for a Divorce. But 
in ſpite of all the Care he took to keep theſe Tranſacti- 
ons from the Knowledge of Zoa, ſhe had Emiſſaries who 
informed her of all that paſſed ; and fired with the ex- 
tremeſt Rage at this Contempt, conſulted with Mi- 
chael Calephate how to avert his Meaſures, which 
they found impoſſible but by Death. The furious Em- 
preſs therefore engaged her Lover to accompliſh it, 
and promis'd him the Empire with her Hand as a 
Reward ; there was no need of tempting his Ambition 
with this Bait, his Paſhon for the Empreſs, and Care 
of his own ſafety, render'd it neceſſary to him, that 
the Emperor ſhou'd be diſpatched ; he made no Diffi- 
culty of vowing the Performance, and went from her to 
ſeek Perſons proper to aſſiſt him. in the Undertaking, 
leaving her with as little Horror for the intended Mur- 
der of her Huſband as ſhe had felt ſhame in wronging 
him. 

Ir was not very difficult for Prince Calephate to 


find Men capable and willing to ſecond any * 
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Nould take in hand: His Liberality and the Power of 


diſpoſing many Employments, had gained him a great 
of ry Ms ; beides, as = was known — de 
the Favourite of the Empreſs, whatever he propoſed 
was thought to be with her Approbation: and tho' che 
killing the Emperor gave thoſe he attempted to engage 
in it ſome little Shock at firſt; yet it ſoon went over, 
on his acquainting them with the Wrong he was about 
to do the Empreſs; and that there was no other 
my for her to preſerve her Dignity, and perhaps her 
ife. 

Tur criminal Deſign being well conſulted, the 
time agreed on for the Execution was the Night be- 
fore the Sentence of Divorce was intended to be paſs d; 
and at an appointed Hour Michael Calephate at the 
head of his Accomplices, ruſh'd into the Room where 
the Emperor was fitting at Supper, and in the View 
of all the Court ſtabbed him to the Heart; while, at 
the ſame time, others of the Conſpirators diſpers'd 
themſclves through the City, crying out with a loud 
Voice, „Argiropile, the ungrateful Argiropile, who 
„ owed the Empire to Zoa, would have deprived her 
© of Royalty and Life but Thanks to Heaven 
ce he is dead the Traitor is no more 2 
Then they added, Long hve the Empreſs 20a 
« May all her Enemies periſh like * 

Tris dreadful Cataſtrophe cauſed fo great a Diſ- 
order in Conſtantinople, that the moſt prudent knew 
not which Part to take; but the Emperor being 
dead, thoſe who moſt loved him when living, grew 
irreſolute, whether they ſhould hazard any thing for 
his Revenge, as he had no Heirs nor Kindred to repay 
what they might happen to loſe. Zea, on the con- 
trary, had it in her Power to recompence all Services 
done to her; and when the next Day ſhe harangu'd the 
Senate and the People, ſhe had the Art to make 4rgi- 
ropile appear ſo guilty, that there remained very few 
who did not in their hearts, as well as openly, approve 
the Fact, and join in paying Homage to her. 

SHE no ſooner found herſelf abſolute Miſtreſs of 
the Affections of her People, than ſhe began to think 
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of diſcharging herſelf of the Promiſe ſhe had made 
to her Lover; but for the Sake of Decorum, under- 
hand engaged, ſome of her Creatures to move it in the 
Senate, that ſhe might be entreated to make Choice of 
2 Spouſe. This was done, and ſhe named Prince Mi- 
chael Calephate, who with the general Approbation, 
was marred to. her in a few Days atter. | 

Tu firſt Cares of this new Emperor ſeem'd only 
kow to pleaſe his illuſtrious Bride, to teftify his Gra- 
titude for the Honour ſne had done him, and to have 
no other Will than hers. But as he was perfectly well 
acquainted with her Humour, and cou'd not expect a 
better Fate than A-rgiropu/ce, ſnou'd any new Object 
make an Impreſſion on the Heart of that unfaithful 
Princeſs ; he endeavour'd ſecretly to raiſe himſelf a 
Party, both among the Senate and People, who might 
be ready to defend him in all Events. By an exceſſive 
Liberality he gained all the great Officers of the Em- 
pire, and —.— different Pretexts, and at different 
times, Cauſed all the Princes of the Blood of Za to be 
made Eunuchs to prevent them from all poſſibility of 
ever claiming the I hrone. 

Taz Paſion the Empreſs ſtill had for him, made 
her not ſee the end he propoſed by all this; but on the 
contrary, ſhe approved of all his Proceedings, and was 
the firſt to give Orders for the Execution of his 
Vill. Nay, he had alſo the Artifice to throw the 
blame of every ching on her; and while in private he 
urged her to the utmoſt Violence and Cruelty, com- 
plained of it in publick, and ſeemed to lament the 
Ie of thoſe he had wrought on her to condemn. 
Inus, by the moſt unequall'd Diſſimulation did he ren- 
der her odious to all the great Families of the Em- 
pire, and alienate the Aﬀections of all her Subjects in 
general, while himſelf was extoll'd for his Mildneſs, 
juſkice, and Swectneſs of Diſpoſition, 

The penetrating 7heedora beheid theſe tragical 
Events with Horror, and trembling leit Zea berlelf 
ſtgald at laſt fall the Sacrifice of this ambitious un- 
o\at:iul Man, failed not to make uſe of her utmoſt 
Eiroits to let her ſee the Danger to which ſhe every 
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Day expoſed herſelf in fulfilling the Dictates of his un- 
reaſonable Deſires; but their Counſels were altogether 
ſruitleſs: ſhe looked on all this wife Princeſs ſaid, as 
rocecding rather from Averſion to the Emperor, than 
Friendſhip to her; and ſo far from taking warning 
by her Remonſtrances, ſhe gave the perfidious Calephate 
greater Opportunities than before, of accompliſhing his 
Projects. 

Is fine, this Prince finding himſelf at perfect 
Peace with all his Neighbours, entirely beloved by his 
Subjects, and ablolure Matter of the Senate, reſolved to 
defer no longer what he ſo much withed to bring a- 
bout; and without giving the leaſt notice to Zea of 
what he intended, he ſent a Party of Soldiers, wholly 
devoted to him, to ſeize that unfortunate Empreſs in her 
Chamber, and convey: her by force into a Convent, 
where himſelf in a ftort time followed; and regard- 
leſs of her Tears, her Upbraidings, her Diſtraction, 
with a drawn Dagger at her Throat, compell'd her to 
take the Vows. Ferceiving her Rage was unavailing, 
ſhe affected to ſubmit, and on her Knees entreated 
only Time to prepare herſelf; but he ſaw into her 
Deſign, and obliged her to renounce the World for ever, 
This main Point being gained, he ſummon'd the Senate, 
and the Governors of the Provinces; who being before 
prepared, publickly approved of what he had done and 
confirmed the Empire to him, and to whom he thou'd 
appoint his Succeſſors. 

THEODO RA, who had foreſeen this Calamity of 
Zea, was extremely grieved at it; and tho' ſhe could not 
but confeſs ſhe had merited no better a Fate, yet did 
not he, who inſticted it, appear leſs guilty in her Eyes; 
and joining the juſt Deteſtation of his Barbarity and In- 
graticude to the Affection ſhe had always born the Em- 
Preſs, ſhe heſitated not a moment if ſhe ſhould attempt 
her Deliverance by all the ways in her power. 

Tre Virtues of this Princefs had render'd her dear 
to the whole Empire; and the fo well knew how to 
make her Advantage of the Reſpect paid her, that, by 
degrees, ſhe drew all who convers'd with her into a 
Compailion for the Misſortunes of the Empreſs: All 
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« the Errors of her Conduct, ſaid the zealous Tee- 
« dra, were occaſioned only by a kind of ſupernatural 
* Paſſion ſor the Man, whoſe Ingratitude now pu- 
«+ niſhes them: Can we then hate the Effect, and yet 
* cheriſh the Cauſe e? But for Calephate, Zoa 
* had been innocent Let that unfortunate Prin- 
* cels therefore be the Object of our Pity, and her cruel 
* Secucer, of our Deteſtation.” Io this, ſhe fail'd not 
to revive the Memory of that illuſtrious Houſe from 
which the ſprung, and became ſo ſucceſsful in her En- 
deavours, that, in a ſmall time, thoſe who had becn 
gained by Intereſt to ſign to the Abdication of Zoa, 
were now, thro' a Motive of Juſtice, more inclin'd to 
recal her to the Throne. 

Tuts prudent Princeſs having made a confiderable 
Party in the Town, ſoon won on a good number of the 
Senzte; and continuing her Labours with all Secrecy, 
but with a Zeal incredible, for the Empreſs's Reſtoration, 
ſhe at laſt obtained all ſhe aſk'd ; and while Calephate 
was lulled in the utmoſt Security, the Populace, led by 
ſome of the principal Officers, and other great Men, 
ran to the Convent where Zoa was ſhut up, and obli- 
ging them to open the Gates, brought her in Triumph 


to the Palace. 


MICHAEL CALEPHATE, who, in this ſudden 
Revolution, thought of nothing but preſerving his Life, 
made his eſcape thro' a Back-way, and took ſhelter in 
a Convent, hoping he ſhould ſtill be able to turn the Tide 
of Affairs into a different Channel; but finding his Ex- 
pectations diſappointed, and that the Hearts of the Peo- 
ple were wholly ſet againſt him, he gave over all Thoughts 
of Empire, and enter'd into religious Orders. But as 
Love ill treated ordinarily converts to the moſt implaca- 
ble Hate, eſpecially in violent Diſpoſitions, the revenge- 
tul Empreſs was not ſatisſied with this voluntary Abjura- 
tion of all earthly Grandeur; but excuſing her Cruelty, 
by ſaying, {he was 9 with his private Ambition 
and Diſſunulation, ordered his Eyes to be put out, that 
he might be deprived of all hopes of ever remounting 
the Throne. | | —_—_ 
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As ſoon as ſhe found herſelf ſettled in a profound 
Tranquillity, ſhe thought of nothing more than to teſti- 
fy her Gratitude to the Princeſs Tkeodora; and as 
ſhe now owed the Sovereignty ſhe poſleſ(s'd entirely to 
her, ſhared it with her, and wou'd do nothing of mo- 
ment without her Advice; ſhe ſoon found, and ſo did 
all her People, the difference there was hetween bein 
guided by Paſſions, and by the force of Reaſon; and while 
the Empreſs and her Co-partner in Power enjoyed the 
Sweets of commanding nothing that was not ſtrictly juſt, 
the Subjects accompanied their Obedience with Benc- 
dictions. But this was a Situation too happy for the 
malignant Stars which preſided at the Birth of Zea, to 
ſuffer her to enjoy for any long time; in ſpite of ker 
Ambition and Haughtineſs of Nature, ſhe 4, as unfortu- 
nately too ſuſceptible of tender lmprethons, and that 
very Pride, which is a Defence to other Women, ſer- 
ved only to indulge. her Weakneſs, making her think, 
that ſhe ought not to give herſelf the leaſt pain to refit 
any Inclination that {ſprung up in her Soul: In fne,. ſhe 
imagin'd a Woman, ſuch as ſhe was, might do any 
thing ſhe had a mind to do; and theſe. Sentiments, 
which gave her Courage to wrong her firſt Huſband with 
Calephate, now poſieſt her in favour of an Inclination 
mne had taken to Prince Conflantine Monomachus, a Man 


handſome enough to excuſe an Affection in a Heatt, 


which had not experienced the Vanity of criminal Pas- 


fions like that of Zoa's. Theodora made uſe of all the 


Power ſhe had over her, to prevent her giving way 
to this Defire ; but it was in vain : ſhe reſolved to eiponte. 
him, and make him her Companion in the Empire. 
CONSTANTINE was perfectly acquainted with 
the Character of the Empreſs ; he. knew very well ſhe 
was extreme in all her Paſtions, and had reaſon to 
fear the Enjoyment of ſuch a Woman wou'd aford 


but little Happineſs: A Throne however was a Teaw- 


tation too great for his young Heart to withitan ; 
and tho' he had neither Love ror Efteem for the Em- 
preſs, he feign'd enough of both, to fatter her with 
the hope of finding thoſe true Delights with hirn, 

3 which 
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which her own Indiffercnce for 4rgrrepi/e, ard the In- Q 
gratitude of Michael Calephate, permitted her not to en- bf 
\t Joy with either of them; and they were publickly mar- 7 
W | ried with ail che Pomp that Wealth and Induftry cou'd | 
Wd | turniſh out. 3 


i CONSTANTINE, warn'd by the Example of his 7 
| = Predeceflor Calzprate, wou'd attempt nothing againſt 
1 the Empreſs that might Iny him under the Cenſure of 
| ainbitious or unprateiul, and beh _ himfclf in ſuch a 


1 marner as gat ined the Hearts of the u hole World, and there- 0 
[ | by took from her the Power of enterprizing any thing 5 
ii giunſt him: But as he never had been poſietied of any £ 
Ti i; nion tor * his Heart was con tinually taken up k 


l} with the Charms of fome young 2 or other of the 
MW Court; and as there are too few Women, who have the 
5 Fower of reſiſti ing the Deſires of an amorous and accom - 
14 »Lh'd Prince, who is their 8 Sovereign, he ſeldom ſigh'd 


| n vain. Zona wap inform'd of his Amours, and conti- | 
| nuing to love him with an unhated Fondneſs, ſound ro J 
it more — in this third Marriage, than ſhe had 

| 


þ done in the others ; the Violence of her Temper how- 
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W. ver mutt have ſome Object to vent itſelf upon, and ſe- 

1 veral Ladies, who had prefer d the Love of the Emperor 

1 to their Virtue, found their Crimes their Puniſhment in 2 
HY the Reſentment of the furious Empreſs. [ 
| 8 Tu Beauty however, who had gained the chief 
11 Aſcendant over him, and to which all others were no 


— 
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more than tranſient Gallantries, he had the Artihce to 
{rreen from te Suſpicion of the jealous Zea; and that 
Wmprofo, in in all the time ſhe Was his Wife, cou'd never pro- 
| __ jim to 1 any thing wich cou' d draw on him the 
11% HI-will of tis People, always governing them with Juſ- 
tice and Aſtability, and behaving to her with the grcat- 


ſ 
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418 SECRET Diſcontents are frequently more mortal 
than the 3 terrible Diſcaſes, the Empreſs languiſh'd 
a long time under the Grief of being leſs pleaiing to 
Corjtantize, than ſhe was willing e World ſhould 


be ſenfi ble of ; and in the twelith Year of her Marriage 


by 


| to him died, and left him at liberty to make a Choice 
more 
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more agreeable to his Inclinations. This was the end 
of that unhappy Princeſs; and by her Death her beloved 
vival, the fair Nenmia, ſucceeded to the Throne and Bed, 
as ſhe had long regned in the Heart of Conflantine. 

THis was a Woman of a very ſtrange Character, ſaid 

lortenſia, perceiving Areliſe had done ſpeaking ; her Hu- 
mour wou d not permit her to be happy, but I am ſur- 
prized ſhe met with no greater Misfortunes, and indeed 
that ſhe died not in a Station much below that of Empreſs. 

For my part, added Camilla, I expected fome very 
dreadiul Cataſtrophe ; but, continued the, neither the 
Example of Zea, nor of any other Woman, who have 
acted as ſhe did, ought, in my Opinion, to make us for- 
get thoſe who merit to be praiſed : Even in this Hiſtory, 
if we find a Zea to condemn, we are alſo preſented with 
a T heedora to admire. | 

Tis very true, reply'd Thel/amont, and we muſt do 
that Juſtice to the Sex to own, that for one whoſe Ex- 
travagancies enforce our Blame, we may produce many 
beautiful Contraſts, which demand our Efteem. The 
Character of the lovely and unfortunate Ethelgiwe, 
is infinitely more remarkable for Virtue than that of Zaa 
is for the contrary. 

FELICTA indeed, ſaid Flarinda, has painted the 
Mind of that Princeſs in Colours fo perfectly amiable, 
that one cannot reflect on her Deſtiny without the utmoſt 
Concern. The Spouſe of Prince Edmund her Son, was 
little leſs deſerving, and little leſs unhappy tho' in a 
different way; and when 1 confider the Hiſtory of 
thoſe two Ladies, it ſeems to me, that every thing that 
can make Virtue calamitous, join'd to difturb the Re- 
poſe of both. 

Waar ! interrupted Eraſams haſtily, Po you know 


the Adventures of the Son of F:helred and E:he/sive, and 


wou'd' you deprive us of the Pleaſure of hearing them? 
No, my dear Firinde, I cannot fafier you to be ſilent 
on this occaſion, and conjure Nania not to let you reſt, 

till you have ſatisfied our Curioſity. | 
I xxow not, reply'd Urania, how the beautiful 
Flerinaa can diſpenſe with doing us this Favour ; and 
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fie is too ſenſible of the Delight we take in hearing her 
ſpeak, to refuſe the Opportunity that preſents ittelf. 
Tuo', added Julia, there requires nothing to heigh- 
ten the Charms of that Lady's Diſcourſe; yet will 
it now be doubly agreeable, when it gives the chronolo- 
gical Adventures of a Family we are all ſo deeply inte- 
reſted in, for the ſake of the beautiful Z:helgive, But, 


continued ſhe, as I believe this will be a Hiftory of ſome 


length; tis my Advice to adjourn to the Garden, that 


we may enjoy the Pleaſure of the Air, and give the 
better Attention to the Recital. 

I rerxceive, anſwered Florinda, that you rely too 
much on my Obedience, to imagine I would deceive 
you; therefore am ready, without any Excuſe, to do 
my belt for your Satisfaction. x 

You mult not then, cry'd Camilla, with a gay 
Air, make thoſe Abridgements, Areliſé did in the Hiſ- 
tory of Zon I like not to have the Incidents 
of many Years crouded into a Narration of a quarter of 
an Hour. 

I aiLow the Juſtice of this Reproach, reply'd Areliſ⸗ 
miling, but every body 1s beft acquainted with their 
own Abilities ; and as I know myſelf incapable of ma- 
king a long Narration without becoming tedious to 
my Hearers, I confined myſelf to the moſt important 
Facts. 

No body has the power of acquitting themſelves bet- 
ter, returned Lrania; but I ſee the Company is impati- 


ent for the Hiſtory of Prince Edmund, and already with 


themſelves on the Terraſs. 

Ar theſe Words every one aroſe, and without entering 
into any farther Converiation, went haſtily to the Gar- 
den, where they immediately ſeated themſelves in the 
beſt manner they could, to loſe nothing of the Diſ- 
courſe Flarinda was about to entertain them with; 
and that agreeable Lady no ſooner perceived her Friends 
75 a Condition to liſten to her, than ſhe began in theſe 

erms. | | 
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The HIs TOR Y of ALG1THA, Princeſs 


of England, | 


HE Hiſtory of the admirable Ehelgive is ſo 
preſent to vs, that I have no need to remind 

you, that Erhe/red had two Princes by her when he 
eſpouſed the Princeſs of Normandy. Felicia has already 
inform'd us, that this new Queen treated the Children- 
of Ethelgide with an extreme Tenderneſs ; but above 
all, ſhe loved Prince Edmund, who was the elder, with 
an Affection not at all inferior to that of an own Mother; 


whether it was that the unhappy Deſtiny of that Prin- 
ceſs moved her to Compaſſion for the Loſs the Royal In- 


fants ſuſtain d, or the Perfonal Graces of the young Prin- 
ces, or both together, is uncertain-; but all the Hiſto- 
ries of thoſe Times agree, that ſhe took not only a ma- 
ternal Care of their Education, but alfo the ſame Plea- 
ſure in ſeeing the Improvements they made from time 
to time, as that unfortunate Princeſs would have done. 
Prince Edmund making ſomething a ſwifter Progreſs in 


all he was inſtructed in, for that Reaſon, as well as on. 


account of his Elderſhip, ſhared a double Portion of her 


\ Regard ; and none who ſaw him in the Court of Zthel- 


red, but would have ſuppoſed him Son of the preſent. 
ueen. 
Tuis lovely Prince was no more than ten Vears old 
when the King his Father married Eν⁰n⁰,jz; but his 
young Heart was already ſenſible, that he had loſt 


aà Mother, by whom he was adored, and whoſe Hiſtory, 
with all its melancholy Circumſtances, had been reci- 


ted to him a thouſand and a thouſand times. And tho 
in ſo tender an Age we are rarely capable of giving any 


long Attention to Accidents either happy os unhappy, 
C-g yet” 
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yet was his Underſtanding ſo far advanced, that he was 
no leſs touch'd with the Misfortunes of Ethelgive and the 
Cruelty of Ezhelred, than he could have been at twice 
his Years. 

A Heaxr in this Situation promis'd but little Return 
to the Attachment a Queen had to him, who poſleis'd 
the Bed and Throne of an own Mother ; a Mother he 
ſo juſtly lamented, and had been made happy but by her 
Misfortunes. But this Princeſs knew how to accompany 
her Cares for ham with Careſſes fo tender, and Words 
ſo ſweetly conſolatory, that the young Edmund at laſt 
became touch'd with the moſt ſenſible Gratitude. She 
never entertained him as a Child, but conforming her 
Diſcourſe rather to the Strength of his Underitand- 
ing than the Weakneſs of his Age, their Converta- 
tions had in them ſomething ſo ſingular, that one 
cannot help admiring equally both the one and the 
other. 

Nor us 1s ſo flattering to Youth as to find itſelf be- 
lieved capable of diſtinguiſhing great Things: Edmund 
knew the value of the Queen's behaviour to him, and 
became inſenſibly as much hers as ſhe cou'd, dehre ; ſo 
that if he had a Mother in her, ſhe had in him a Son, 
a Subject, and a true Friend, as ſhe ſoon after had an 
Occaſion to experience. More than two Years had paſſed 
away, without any thing being talked on but the Per- 
fections of this young Prince; but the third was not ar- 
rived, before the unconſtant Ezhelred treated his preſent 


Queen in the ſame manner he had done the unſortunate 


Echelgiwve. 

Ir was in this Time, that Edmund made known to 
tne Queen how worthy he was of the Love and Eſteem 
ſhe had teſtified for him; the Conformity of her Miſ- 
fortune, with that of his Mother's, ender'd her more 
dear to him than ſhe had been before, or at leaſt, the 
Affection ſhe had inſpired him with, being quickned 
ty the Pity her preſent Condition demanded, ſhow'd 
itſelf with great Vigour. He omitted nothing, that 
he thought might give any Mitigation to her Sutcerings, 
ke never ceaſed to conſole her Griefs, to lament her 
Fate witk all that came into his Treſence, and to la- 

bous 
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bour for her with the King. And ſo admirably did he 


manage in this critical Juncture, and fo ſtrictly preſerve 
the Duty owing to his King and Father, that tho” he 
always took the Queen's part, and would never be 
brought to change his Conduct in that point; yet did 
he do it in ſuch a manner, as Ethelred had nothing to 
accuſe him of. | | | 

Tales were in this State, when Sewers, King of 
Denmark, invaded England. You know by the Hiſtory 
of 3 Os that Ethelred had before been perſecuted 
by that Prince ; that after a bloody Battle, he had been 
obliged by him to quit his Dominions ; to recover 
which he had recourſe to Queen Emma, and found an 
Aſylum in the Court of the Duke of Normandy her Bro- 
ther. But you are 1gnorant, that it was on this dread- 
ful Occaſion Prince Edmund firſt appear'd in Arms, and 
ave illuſtrious Proofs of his heroic Courage; he always 
Fought near the Perſon of the King his Father, had the 
Honour of ſaving his Life twice, and made known a 
Magnanimity which might have turn'd the Fortune of 
the Day, if all the Stars had not decreed in favour of 
the Dane. Ethelred, after ſeeing his Army routed, was 
compell'd to leave the Field, and Edmmd accompanied 
his Flight, as he had followed him in the Combat. 

QurEN Ema was little leſs touch'd with the Glory 
the Prince had acquired, than with the Return of her 
Huſband's Affections: You know, forgetful of all the 
Injuries ſhe had ſuſtain'd, ſhe obtained every thing he 
could defire of Richard II. Duke of Normaniy ; how 
that affectionate Brother gave the whole Royal Family 
Protection in his Court, till he ſhould raiſe an Army for- 
midable enough to re- inſtate them in their own Domi- 
nions; which being done, Etheired, at the Head of 
theſe brave Narmams, entred England, gave Battle to Ca- 
zute, the Son and Succeſſor of Swwero, and gain'd an en- 
tire Victory over him, forcing him to return to De::- 
zark, and leave all his Baggage, with his Hopes, be- 
hind. 

Tre ſurprizing Valour of Prince Edmund greatly 
contributed to this Victory, and made him be looked 
| upon 
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— by the King and People as the oy Ferſen worthy 
to reign after hun. Ethelred re- enter d London with ths 
illuſtrious Son, amidſt the Acclamations of innumera- 
ble Multitudes, who reſounded their Names even to the 
Heavens. As ſoon as the publick Tranquillity was 
a little ſettled, the Queen, with the reſt of the Royal 
Family, return'd ; and for ſome time nothing but Re- 
8 * were to be ſeen, both in the Court and 
ay 

ETHELRED, — deſirous to take from the 
Danes al! hopes of ever re- entering Eng/and by the 
means of any ſecret Intrigues, made an exact Search 
after all thoſe whom he found had been any way at- 
tached to their Intereſts. Several Provinces of the North, 
which had facilitated their Deſcent, and conſequently 
the Conqueſt of the Kingdom, felt the Wen of his 
juſt Diſpleaſure. 

Amon the Number of thoſe who had been of the 
greateſt fervice to Canute, was Sigefrid. This Noble- 
man was originally of Permark, and nearly allied to the 
Blood Royal : He had ſottled himſelf at Oxford, was 
one of the firit that rais'd Forces for the Service of 
Severn, when that Prince made a Deſcent on Exgland, 
and had afterwards ſupported the young Canute in his 
Sovereignty over EVgland; but being conſtrain'd to em- 
bark in haſte, and quit his beautitul Conqueſt, and 
Sig rid unable to accompany him, he called toge- 


ther the Remains of the beaten Army, to whom he 


Joined all the Malecontents that came to him from 
time to time, and fortify'd himſelf in a fine Caſtle 
he had near Oxford ; from whence he kept a conſtant 
Correſpondence vith Canute; exharting him not to 
28 he had entirely loſt England, and aſſuring him, 
that he ſhou'd ſoon be in a Condition to call him 
back. 
ETHELRED was inform'd of all theſe Tranſactions, 
and to put a ſtop to the Ci ntinuance of them, march'd 
F s Troops ag ainſt Sigefrid; to whom being much ſu- 
perior in Numbers, he ſoon vanquiſh'd, and took kim 
Priſoner. He was immediately conducted to London, and 


after 


4 , . at. ome 
F yp ing * 


[1375] 
after a ſhort Examination found guilty of Iigh-Treaf 


and condemned to loſe his Head. o 


CANUTE being informed of this Misfortune, ſent 


Ambaſſadors to Exgland in behalf of his Kinſman and 
Subject; but the enrag'd Ezhelred forgetting, that, on 


the ike Occaſion, Swwers had made his firſt Deſcent into 


England, deſpiſed the Solicitations of the Danes, and, 
in the preſence of thoſe who came for the Protection of 
Sigfrid, made the Sentence of Death be executed on 
him. 


Donis the Interceſſion of the Danes, Ethelred pri- 


vately offer'd Sigfrid his Life, provided he wou'd de- 
liver up to him the ſtrong Places he was poſſeſs'd of; 
but the unfortunate Count depending upon the Protec- 
tion of the King of Dexmark, and knowing that there 
were Ambailadors ſent on his Account, wou'd not accept 
of any Propoſals made to him, and ſo fell the Victim 
of his own Obſtinacy rather than the Cruelty of Etbel- 
red. 

Tre Danih Ambaſladors loudly complained of the 
little Regard was paid to the Entreaties of their King ; 
but all the Anſwer they could obtain from Etbelred, 
was an Order to depart immediately out of his Domini- 
ons, his Reſentment againit that Nation not permitting 
him to reflect on the Conſequence ſuch a Behaviour muſt 
naturally produce. | 

In their Return to Dexzmark, they were attack'd, 
taken Priſoners, and put in Chains, by ſome of the 
People of the Orcades, who ſent out Veitels on purpoſe 
to intercept their Paſiage, as was thought, by the Inſti- 
gation of the King of England: For ſome Months they 
were detained on that barren and uncomfortable Shore, 
nor ſuffer'd to depart till they had paid a very great 
Ranſom. 

TH1s laſt Indignity, added to the Death of S:g:j714, 
ſo exaſperated Canute, that he reſolved once more to en- 
ter England with Fire and Sword. To that end, he 
gave Orders for the raiſing a powerful Army, and for 


the equipping all the Ships he had in his Ports, 
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Tursx great Preparations were not unknown in Exs- 
land, and Ethelred neglected nothing to reſiſt his Enemy 
both by Sea and Land; for which purpoſe it was highly 
neceliary he ſhou'd make himſelf Maſter of all the 
Lands of Sigefrid ; particularly of that Caſtle which he 
had fortifed, and might be of great uſe to favour 
the thre -atncd Deſcent of the Danes. This Place was 
excecding ſtrong of itſelf, had in it a great Garriſon, 
and was well furnithed wich Ammunition, and all Sorts 
of Proviſions; but that which rendered it moſt formi- 
dable, was the admirable Courage and Reſolution of 
her who commanded it. 

ALGH HA, the Widow of Sg, was a Princeſs, 
who, from the moſt tender Years, had accuſtomed her- 
felf to the Fatigues of the War; and to all the Perfec- 


tions of her own Sex, had join'd every Thing that is 


praiſe-worthy in the other. She was not inferior to her 
tate Huſband in Courage, Wiſdom, or military Diſci- 

line ; and her natural Inclination to W ar, now anima- 
ted by deſire of Revenge, made her omit nothing that 
might render this Caſile inacceſſible to the Arms of 
Ethelred, whom ſhe regarded with the moſt perfect Pe- 
teftation, as being the Author of his Death who had 
been ſo dear to her. — 

ETHELRED was not ignorant of the Wiſdom and 
Reſolution of ti:is beautiful Warriour, and therelore ſent 
his valiant Son at the head of his moſt experienced 
Troops, to inveſt S:c&fert, for fo was this Cafile called. 
Never was any Fortr{s more indebted to Nature for its 
Situation than was this: It ſtood on a prodigious Emi- 
nence, which over-look'd the whole Country round a- 
bout, and was encompaiied with Rocks tharp and 
craggy, and of a ſtupendous Height. The Ground be- 
neath Was marſhy, nd altogether impaſiable but by a 
narrow Path, thro' which no more than two cou'd go 
a-breaſt; had Famund therefore 1 to march 
his Army by this Rout, they muſt have been all de- 
ſtroyed by the Arrows from above, ad great Stones 
Which the Beheged might eaſily have thrown down 
from the Precipices. But this intrepid, tho“ young 


General, forciaw the Diſadvantages he labour'd under, 
2nd 
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and far from ſuffering himſelf to be dejected by them, 
like a ſecond Hannibal, made his Way where there 
ſzemed to be no Way, and conquer'd even Nature, when 
ſhe oppoſed herſelf to the Progrets of his Glory. By 
Stratzgems, as difficult in the Execution as they were 
wonderful in the Invention, he dried up the fenn 
Ground, and procured a ſound Footing for his Soldiers; 
Gen found Means to advance Machines to batter down 
tne Walls, which were ſhaking by the very firſt Attack, 
and at laſt had a Breach made in them, large enough 
for a Battalion to enter. But theſe Approaches cou'd 
not be made till after many Skirmiſhes, and great loſs 
on both ſides. The Befiegers fought like Men, who 
prefer'd Glory to Life; and the Beſieged like Men, deſ- 
perare, and who neither hoped, nor expected any 
Quarter. | 
T'ns fair Algitha, who commanded in the Cafdle, 
order'd every Thing fo well, that the oldeſt Captains 


were ſurprized at her Wiſdom. She appear'd amidſt 


the thickeſt Dangers, arm'd at all Points, animatin: 
the Soldiers by her Words and Example, and markin 

the Paths ſhe trod with innumerable Deaths; all the 
Engliſh who fell into her hands, in the Sallies ſhe fre- 
quently made, became unhappy Victims to her Revenge, 
cauſing them to be thrown from the Ramparts upon 
thoſe frightful Rocks, which daſh'd their Bodies to 
pieces in ſight of the whole Army; nor did the Be- 
fiegers treat their Priſoners with leſs Barbarity : So that 
theſe reciprocal Cruelties produc'd a Hate in both Par- 
ties, which gave a double Fury to the War. . 

Prince Lanund had frequently heard the high Cha- 
racer of Aggitha's Valour and Conduct; but cou'd ne- 
ver perſuade himſelf, that they were coniiderable e- 
nough to have ſo long retarded the Progreſs of his 
Arms: And as he Knew ſhe had with her many Cap- 
tains of great Experience, he attributed to them the 
Honour of this vizorous Oppoſition ; but to whom- 
ſoever it was owing, he thought it a Diſgrace to him 
to be ſo long repuli2d, and therefore reſolyed to make 
uſe of his utmoſt Efforts. The Breach being more 
enlarg'd, he fumnon'd the Beſieged to ſurrender; but 
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receiving from them no other Anſwer than Reproaches, 
and Threatnings to revenge the Death of Sigerid on his 
Head, and on that of the King his Father, he prepared, 
every Thing for a 13 Aſlault, Which was given the 
next Day at Sun- ring. The Combat laited three Hours, 
without the Engliſb being able to get any Ground; and 
the Prince perceiving he had loſt a great Number of 
Men, and that the Remainder were diſcouraged by the 
Valour of one Warriour who carried Death and Terror 
wherever he came, was obliged to ſound a Retreat, and 
take new Meaſures for carrying the Place. 

Tusk Days after, in which time the Breach was 
very conſiderably widen'd, Prince Edmund ordered the 
beſt of his Men to be pick'd out from all his Troops, 
and putting himſelf at their Head, began the general 
Aſſault with a firm Reſolution, either to conquer, or to 
die. Agitba, who foreſaw his Intention, drew up her 
Forces behind the Breach, and ranged them in ſo artful 
and advantageous a Manner, that the Befieged were not 
without hope of being ſtill able to refit their Enemy. 

Ix fine, this laſt and moſt bloody Attack was given at 
fix a Clock in the Morning, on the fourth of September 
in the Year 1014: The Engliſb fell on the Beſieged with 
Fury ; they defended themſelves with the ſame ; and 
the braveſt of both Parties became Victims to the Am- 
bition of their Chiefs. 

TukE Battle had already laſted fix Hours, without the 
Finghj> being able to mount the Breach. The ſame 
Warriour, that Prince Eamund had ſeen before, making 
ſuch Havock among his Troops, ſeem'd now by his 
fingle Valour to withſtand the Efforts of a whole Army; 
— a ſecret Jealouſy of Glory joining with the Deſire 
cf Conqueſt, to animate the Soul of this young Hero, 
he ſought to encounter him, whom alone. he look'd 
on as his Rival in Fame, and Bar to his preſent Vic- 
tory. Fortune favour'd his Wiſhes, and this formi- 
dable Adverſary being ſpurred on with the ſame 
Eagerneſs, to try his Strength wita him, who appear- 
ed moſt worthy of his Arms; and being told which 
Was Prince Edmund, was coming forward at the ſame 

| tne 
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time the Prince of Zng/and was opening a Paflage to 
Rim. | 8 

Tus two Prodigies of Valour attack'd each other. 
with an equal Fury : The Strokes which fell from both, 
were ſo well aim'd, and deicended with that Force, that 
neither but look'd on his Adverſary as invulnerable in 
reſiſting them. The Champion of the Beſieged had the 
Advantage however of the Prince, in one Blow, which 
lighting firſt on his Head-piece, broke it in Pieces, and 
in the Deſcent cut the Braces of his Armour on his 
right Shoulder. But Edmimnd, more enraged by this 
Accident, flew ſo vigorouſly on his Enemy, that he 
threw him at his Feet, and refolving to put an End to 
his Life, was about to unfaſten his Helmet, that he 
might cut off his Head; when the Beſieged, who had 


a more than ordinary Intereſt in the Life of this Perſon, 


mace ſurprizing Efforts for his Deliverance : But the 
Engliſb perceiving by the Cries of their Enemies of what 
Importance this Life was to them, fell upon them in 
ſuch a Manner, as took from them all Thoughts but of 
their own Safety, and having drove them from the 
Breach, became Maſters of it, and of that Quarter of 
the Rampart, while their gallant Prince was, for ſome 
Moments, reduced to-a Condition, which deprived him 
of the Power of aſſiſting them. 

Havinxs pluck'd off the Helmet of his Adverſary, 
with an Intention to have put an End to that Lite, 
which he thought eclipſed the Glory of his own, his 
Arm was ſuddenly arreſted by the Sight of the moſt 
ſurprizing Beauty that ever had offered itſelf to his 
Eyes; the fineit Hair in the World, which fell in great 
abundance down the Shaulders of the Vanquith'd, and 
the Softneis and Delicacy of the Features, made knowa 
to him, that this admirable Perſan was a Woman; 
and the Terror thoſe of her Party were in for her 
Danger, making the Name of A/z:tha reſound from 
every Quarter, left him no room to doubt it was that 
Princels. | 

ASTONISHMENT and Admiration now ſupply'd 
the Place of Fury, and the ſudden Change _ 
| the 
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the Violence of one Emotion to others of ſo contrary = 
Nature, made little difference between the Victor and 
the Vanquiſhed. He recovered himſelf time enough to 
reg any Notice being taken of what paſs'd in bis 

eart; and having ordered her to be carried to his 
Tent, and that the {ame Care ſhovld be taken of her as 
of himſelf, returned to the Aſſault, where he found his 
Troops had gain'd the Breach, and that the Beſieged 
were in the moſt horrible Diforder. 

H now found that A/p:tha had been the Soul of her 
Party, and that it was her Loſs alone that gained him 
the Victory. He offered Quarter to all who wou'd lay 
down their Arms; but they refuſed to accept it, and 
fel! Victims to their Obſtinacy and Deſperation. Prince 
Edmund, to reward the Bravery and long Fatigue his 
Army had ſuſtained, allow'd the whole Plunder of the 
Place, excepting only the Caftle, where he knew the 
Treaſures of Sige/i{ were amaſſed. During all this 
Action, he ſent Meſſengers every Moment to hear News 
of his fair Priſoner; and being inform'd, that ſhe had 
no Wounds that were dangerous, felt a Pleaſure, which, 
at rſt, he was not ſenſible from what Source derived; 
but the Impatience he was in to return to his Tent, in a 
ſhort Time convinced him, that his Concern for the in- 
comparable Algitha Was agitated by ſomething more 
ſoft than Admiration, and more vehement than Pity. 

Bur however violent his Perturbations were on this. 
Account, thoſe of the Princeſs were not at all inferior. 
In ſpite of the Animoſity ſhe had vowed for the Blood 
of Etlelred, when the Blow ſhe had given made the 
Viſor of F4nmmnd fall of, and diſcovered to her his 
Face, all the Fury and Reſentment ſhe had been poſ- 
ſeſs'd of, converted in one Moment to Admiration ; 
the Heat of the Combat having given new Charms 
to this young Hero, he appear'd an Enemy more for-. 
midable to her Heart than to her Life: The fire which 
ſparkled from his Eyes ftruck thro' her very Soul; 
her Defires of Vengeance diſſipated, her Strength di- 
miniſhed, and ſhe was incapable of Defence, when the 
Prince was employing his' whole Force for her De- 

&ruftion, 


[ 43 ] 
ſtruction. The Victory he obtained ever her had, 
doubtleſs, coſt him more Blows, had not the Tender- 
neſs juſt then riſing in her Soul, deprived her of her 
accuſtomed Fiercene!s, and aided his Attempt. The 
Wound he gave, contributed leſs to her fainting, than 
the Conſuſion of her Mind; and when ſhe came to her- 
felt, which ſhe did not, till after ſhe was brought into 
the Tent of her Conqueror, ſhe caft her Eyes about, 
with an Air all languiſhing, in ſearch of the Perſon who 


had thus doubly ſubdued her; and finding he was not 


Preſent, threw herielf down again on the Couch with 
a Sigh, which ſeemed to rend the Boſom it proceeded 
trom, 

PRINCE Edmund had no ſconer made himſelf Maſter 
of the Caſtle, than he ordered all the Ladies, who had 
been Attendants on Agitha, to be brought before him; 
and after acquainting them with the Fate of that Prin- 
ceſs, ſent them under a ſtrong Guard, for their Secu- 
rity, to his Tent; judging it wou'd be no inconitdera- 

le Alleviation of her Griefs, to have thoie about her, 
from whom ſhe had been accuſtomed to receive Ser- 
vices. 

Ar their Arrival, they found her in the Manner I 
have related, and by their Tears and Exclamations teſ- 
tified how very dear ſhe was to them, and how greatly 
they regretted to ſee her in that State. She received 
theſe Marks of their Duty and Affection with the moſt 
engaging Sweetneſs; and turning herſelf to the princi- 
pal of them, Edwige, ſaid ſhe, we are Captives, and 
all ny Endeavours have been fruitleſs. 

Ves, Madam, anſwered that Confidant, Prince Ed. 
vrte is Niniter of the Place; his Victory is intire; and 

do he wou'd willingly have ſpared your People's Blood, 
and to that End made very advantageons Offers, yet 
their Grief and Deſpair for your ſuppoſed Death wou'd 
not {after them to accept of any Thing: But their Re- 
ſilance ſerved only to increaſe the Glory of your invin- 
cible Enemy, by adding fo great a Number to thoſe who 


had already allen beneath the Force of his Arms. 
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ALas! reſumed the Princeſs, then all are periſhec, 
and I am the unhappy Cauſe. But let us ſee this Prince, 
continued ſhe, implore his Clemency, and, if it be poſ- 
Gble, fave thoſe that are in the other Places belonging 
to us Perhaps, added ſhe with a Sigh, he has a 
Heart leſs inflexible than that of his inhuman Father. 

As ſhe pronounced theſe Words high enough to be 
underſtood by thoſe whom Prince Eamurd had placed 
to guard, and wait upon her, they aſſured her, that ſhe 
might expect every thing from his Generoſity, and that 
by the Care he had r to be taken of her, and 
the extreme Diſquiet he was in for having put her into 
that Condition, tho' unknown, it was eaſy to judge, 
he wou d lend a favourable Ear to all ſne ſliould pro- 

oſe. 

THEY told her alſo, that ſhe was now in the Tent of 
that Prince, and that fince her Entrance into it, he had 
not paſs'd one Moment without ſending to enquire of 
her Condition, 'Theſe Teſtimonies of his Goodneis 
compleated the Conqueſt of her Heart; and at the 
ſame time flattered her with the hope of making a 
Treaty with him, which might ſecure her the peace- 
able Poſſeſſion of thoſe other Territories ſhe had left. 

Bur if the Troubles of the War were over, ſhe had 
new ones ſpringing up in her .Soul, which would not 
permit her to take any Repoſe: In vain ſhe called to 
remembrance her Motives of Hatred to the Father, to 
defend her from the Tenderneſs the Son inſpired ; in 
vain ſhe recollected the Violence of Ethelred, and the 
ſad Fate of a once beloved Huſband ; all thoſe dreediul 
Ideas loſt their Horror, and gave way to the inchanting 
Image of the Hero, who had conquered her. She 
pe the Night in continual Agitations between the 

onſideration of what was owing to the Mares of Sige- 


Vid, and the Merits of the charming Edmund; and 


tho' this laſt had infinitely the ſtrongeſt Party in her 
Soul, yet cou'd ſhe not give herſelf up entirely to it 
without a Remorſe, which involved her in moſt terrible 
Perplexities. 


PrINCE 
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PRINCE Tanuumd was not in a Situation of more Tran- 
quillity; he arrived at the Camp ſo late in the Even- 


ing, that to have demanded a Sight of his Priſoner, 


wou'd have been too diſreſpectful for him to have been 

uilty/ of, had ſhe been much lefs the Miſtreſs of his 
Soul : But he looked on himſelf as the moſt criminal of 
Mankind, in having lifted his Arm againſt a Perſon 
whom he thought born for univerſal Command. He 
inceſſantly reproached his Fury and his Blindneſs, and 
in the Vehemence of his Rage againſt himſelf, ima- 

ined, he cou'd never repair the Fault he had commit- 
ted, but by loving her with an Ardour as violent as his 
Hate had been ; and as he had ſought her Life, to de- 
vote his own entirely to her Service, and to hazard eve- 
ry thing, and endure every thing for her ſake. Thus, 


far from oppoling the growing Paſſion in his Breaft, he 


made no other u 
to indulge it. | 

THe Deſire of ſeeing this beautiful Princeſs, imme- 
diately ſucceeded the Reſolution of adoring her for 
ever: And as ſoon as he thought a Viſit wou'd not be 
incommodious, ſent to intreat Permiſſion to attend her. 
Algitha, who expected this Civility, and found herſelf 
eſtabliſhed enough for Converſation, received his Meſ- 
ſenger with a moſt becoming Aﬀability, and expreſs'd 
an obliging Impatience for this Interview. 

Tu Prince ſoon after appeared, followed by the 
principal Officers of the Army : He was habited with 
the utmoſt Magnificence, but the Perfections of his Per- 
ſon and Addreſs, were infinitely more enchanting to the 
Eyes cf Algitha, than the Luſtre of his Jewels, or the 
Richneſs of his Dreſs. All Hiſtories agree, that he 
was without Exception the moſt handſome and beſt- 
made Man of his 'I'ime ; and as in War, he cou'd not 
be look'd on without Fear, ſo in Peace, he never ap- 
pearcd without creating Love and Eſteem. 

ALG IT HA now had ſeen him both in the one and 
the other, and cou'd not defend herſelf from a ſe- 
cond Surprize little inferior to the firſt. However, ſhe 
had command enough over herſelf to teftify it by no 
other Token than a Geſture of Admuation; a W 

Al 


e of his Reaſon and his Reflections than 
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which none of the Ladics who attended her cou'd pre- 
vent themſelves from being ſeized with, at his firſt Ap- 
pearance. 

PRINCE Edmnd on the other fide found her ſuch, 
as for ſome moments deprived him of the Power of 
Speech; if ſhe had ſcem'd to him ſo incomparably 
lovely in the mid&t of Blood and Slaughter, what muſt 
ſne now do, adorn'd with Softneſs, and all the Adven- 
tages of Dreſs ? Being an Amuzin, ſhe had no other 
Covering to her Head than a Flume of white Feathers, 
which waving careleſsly ſometimes one way, and ſome- 
times another, concealed, and diſcovened by turns her 
beautiful Forehead ; her Hair hung looſe in Ringlets 0s 
ver her Shoulders, and that part which was turned back, 
was filleted with a String of Diamonds of a prodigious 
Largeneſs and Luſtre. She was tall, and ſhaped wit! 
the utmoſt Exactneſs; nor was any of the Advantages 
Nature had betowed on her, unembelliſhed by Art. 
This Day, her Garment being cloſe to her Body, diſ- 


_ Cloſed the admirable Proportions of her Limbs; and at 


the ſame time had an Air of Negligence : In fine, the 
Regularity and Sweetneſs of her Features, the Delicacy 
of her Complexion, and the Majeſty which reigned 
throughout her whole Perſon, rendered her, on the 
ſtricteſt Examination, not leſs perfect than ſhe appeared 
at the firſt ſtriking Appearance. 

T E enamour d Prince cou'd ſcarce reſtrain his Tranſ- 
ports at the ſight of ſo much Beauty; and perhaps he 
gid it not ſo well, but that thoſe who accompanied him 
might have penetrated into the Secret of his Heart, if 
their own Aſtoniſhment had not prevented them from 
taking notice of his Behaviour, and at the ſame time 

iven him leave to recollect himſelf How guilty am 
„Madam! ſaid he, how dear has my Victory coſt me, 
ſince I cou'd not purchaſe it, but by offending ſo in- 
comparable a Princeſs! I will not attempt to juſtify 
myſelf, by ſayir g you are whoity unknown to me, for I 
can no way render myſelf worthy of your Pardon, but 
by offering my Late to your juſt Reſentment. He-ac- 
companicd theſe Words with 19 paitiounate an Action, 
5 that 
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that the diſcerning Aggitbæ was no longer ignorant of 
what her Charms had done; which Diſcovery adding a 
brighter and more lively Colour to her Cheeks, made 
her appear yet more lovely than before. 

Mx Lord, replied ſhe, with a Voice which had in it 
nothing of Enmity, if the Conſequences of War may be 
zccounted Crimes, I am infinitely the moſt guilty Per- 
ſon : I knew very well who you were, I ſought you, 
combated with you, and deſired nothing more than to 
have put an end to your Days; and how, my Lord, con- 
tinued ſhe, will Exgland ever pardon me for laying ſacri- 
legious Hands on the greateſt: and moſt amiable Prince 
her Annals ever boaſted ? But let us, added ſhe, with a 
moſt charming Sweetneſs, let us forget what's paſt, and 
permit the Peace which I am now about to oiler, may 
put an end to all our Differences. 

Tu Prince ſaw well, that Agitha had no mind to 
anſwer to the obliging things he had to ſay to her, 
therefore deferred any Declaration of his Sentiments till 
a fitter Seaſon; and with a Bow ths molt tender and 
reſpectſul that cou'd be, he told her, that he wou'd 
negle& nothing that might prevail on the King his Fa- 
ther to conclude the War, as little to her diſadvantage 
as poſſible! And after many Compliments on both ſides, 
they parted with Sentiments and Deſires vaſtly different 
from thoſe they had been animated by ſome Days be- 
fore. 

Tae Prince of England had no ſooner quitted her, 
than his firſt Care was to diſpatch a Courier to the King, 
with the whole Hiſtory of this famous Siege : His Let- 
ter was full of the Praiſes of all thoſe who had fignaliz'd 
themſelves in the War, and of the Valour of his Troops 
in general, without making any mention of himſelf, or 
of his Combat with Agitha; ſaying only, that Princeſs 
was his priſoner, and that all che Treaſures of Sigej7id 
were in his power, and intreated Permiſſion to treat with 
the Widow of that Rebel; inſmuating, that a Peace 
wou'd render him in a better Condition to reſiſt die Ring 
of Dermark ; and urged his political Reaſons for putting 
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ſo much Wit and Prudence, that the King and Council 
were charmed with them, and readily conſented to leave 
him intire Maſter of his Conqueſt, and to ratify what- 
ever he ſhou'd decree concerning the Fate of his Priſo- 
ner, or the Diſpoſal of her Territories. | 

WuH1LE the King and Court were in this favourable 
Diſpoſition towards him, the Heart of Algitha was yet 
more ſo. This ſecond View of him had ſo well eſta- 
bliſhed his Image in her Heart, that it was not in her 
power to eraſe it even for a Moment, much leſs to ſuf- 
fer any other thing to come. in competition with it. 
After the Departure of the Prince, finding herſelf alone 
with Edzrige, from whom ſhe never concealed any thing, 
ſhe ſpoke of her engaging Conqueror in Terms fo full 
of Admiration, and ſo highly extolled the Beauties of 
his Perſon and rare Qualities, that this Lady eaſily per- 
ceived from what Source ſuch paſſionate Praiſes were 
denved. 

ALGH HA perceived ſhe had diſcovered her Secret, 
and far from being offended at it, Eduige, ſaid ſhe with 
the moſt languiſhing Air, I ſee thou hat penetrated into 
my Heart; but I ſtand in no fear of thy Reproaches : 
There needs no more than to have ſeen Prince Edmund, 
to excuſe the Weakneſs of loving him; but, continued 
ſhe, ſighing, ſince thou art fo good at reading the Minds 
of People, can'ft thou gueſs at nothing that pales in 
that of my Conqueror ? 

Nox his, nor yours, Madam, have eſcaped me, an- 
ſwered ſhe; and ſince you permit me to declare my 
Sentiments, be perſuaded, Madam, that whatever Ten- 


derneſs your Soul may be inſpired with in favour of the 


Prince, that which he is poſſeſſed of for you, is yet more 


violent. I examined him with care the whole time of 


his being here, and ſaw Love ſparkling in his Eyes, and 
heard it in the Tone of his Voice. hen he affected 
an Air of Gallantry and Generoſity, in offering you 
his Life as a Reparation of his Fault, the Obligation 
ſeemed to me to ſpring from his Heart; and what he 
ſpoke only as a Compliment, was indeed the. moſt 
— Truth. Ves, Madam, continued ſhe, all his 
Words, all his Actions, in ſpite of his Efforts to the 

Contrary , 
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contrary, declar'd the Lover; and I am ſtrangely de- 


ceiv'd, if in a little time you do not find he is ſo in the 


moſt exalted Senſe. 

As none here, purſued Forinda, turning to the Com- 
pany, are ignorant of the Force of Love, it wou'd be 
needleſs to repeat how flattering to the Wiſhes of Agi- 
tha, was the Diſcourſe of her Confidante ; ſo I ſcall 
only ſay, that in order to prolong it, ſhe confeſs'd that 
ſhe had imagin'd her Preſence had made ſome impreſſion 
en the Prince, and in her turn gave her Reaſons for 
ſuch a Suppoſition ; ſo that both their Obſervations be- 
ing compared, ſerved to fortify the Idea in the Minds 
of the one and the other, and the Princeſs thought, 
without being too vain, ſhe might indulge herſelf in 
the ſweet Hope of being as perfectly beloved as ſhe 
loved. 

EDMUND in the mean time had Sentiments leſs 
pleaſing ; his Paſſion was accompanied with a Timidity 
which ordinarily mingles itſelf with Love in an unex- 
perienced Heart: and as he join'd to the reſt of his 
Perfections that of being ignorant how worthy he was 
to be loved, he only wiſhed he were, without hoping 
ever to merit to be ſo. | 

Tunis Diffidence of himſelf gave him Reflections ſuch 
as permitted him not to enjoy much Tranquillity. But 
as his Paſſion was too violent to be entirely conceal'd, 
and he wanted Courage to declare it to the Beautiful 
Inſpirer, the Conſtraint he muſt have put upon himſelf 
would have been intolerable, had he not found a Friend 
in whoſe faithful Boſom he knew the Secret wou'd be 
ſafe. | 

AwonG the Lords and great Men who followed him 
in his firſt Viſit to the Princeſs, was Aldric, a Prince 
whom the Conformity of Years hrit, and afterwards the 
rare Qualities he obſerved in him, made him the moſt 
particularly attach'd to, of any who had been his Com- 
panions in this War ; and he it was to whom he com- 
municated the Myſtery of his Love, and his too ſcru- 
xulous Doubts. | 

ALD RIC, who knew the Merits of his Prince much 
better than himſelf, employed his utmoſt Eloquence to 
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give him a better Opinion of the Succeſs of his Deſires. 
No, my Lord, ſaid he, there is no room to doubt, if Prince 
Edmund may make himſelf beloved wherever he wiſhes: 
to be ſo; but permit me to remind you, there are other 
Subjects for Fear, of a more formidable nature. I foreſee 
thouſand Obſtacles, on the part of the King; your 
Higineſs is the Darling and only Hope of England; your 
Alliance with ſome great Princeſs, wou'd procure ſolid 
Advantages for your Country, and will Ethelred ever 
be prevail'd upon to ſuffer, you ſhou'd renounce thoſe 
glorious Pretenſions? And, continued he, I tremble at 
the Apprehenſions of his Rage, ſnou'd you enter into 
any Engagements without his Conſent. "Theſe, my Lord, 
are the Reflections that give me pain, and all that ought 
to trouble you What Woman cou'd reſiſt a Conqueſt 


ſo glorious for her as Prince Edmurd ? Your Preſence 


attracts all Eyes, all Hearts, the leaſt regard from you, 
ſubjecis them to you for ever, and can you think that 
when you vouchſafe to add the tendereſt Paſſion to ſuch 

wertul Charms, the Widow of S:gz/ri4 wou'd not 
joyfully return it! | 

Mx dear Alaric, ſaid the Prince, embracing him, 
I can reply nothing to Words too flattering for my Be- 
lef——a partial Friendſhip hoodwinks your Judgment. 
I know I am far from what you think, and wou'd 
repreſent me to be; but were I all, and more than all 
that Nature ever formed of Perfection, and were the 
Dangers you have mentioned infinitely greater than they 
are, all wou'd be too mean a Purchaſe for the Heaven 
of Algitha's Affection — Yes, Aldric, yes, that 
divine and everlaſting Miſtreis of my Soul bears down 
all Conſiderations of the State, or the King, and leaves 
me no will for any thing but herſelf to adore only her, 
to pleaſe only her, and in fine, to think only on her. 

THE Tone and Air with which theſe Words were 
ſpoke, convinced the Favourite of the greatneſs of his 
Prince's Paſſion ; but as he knew he had an Infinity of 
Reaſon and good ſenſe, he did not fail to lay before 
him all that he foreſaw wou'd be the Conſequence of 


Lis Love, to the End, that if he cou'd not banith it from 
his 
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his Heart, he might at leaft be prepared for all the Ac- 
cidents it might produce. 

THe Prince anſwer'd him with a Moderation and 
Wiſdom becoming his Character ; but at the {ame time 
teſtiſied an unſhaken Conſtancy in his Affection to the 
Beautiful 4/7itha, and the ſirmeſt Reſolution to hazard 
and to ſuffer every thing for her ſake. 

Tus faithful Friend and Counſellor cou'd not hear 
ſuch a Declaration without diſcovering in his Counte- 
nance the trouble it gave him; but perceiving that 
this was one of the Strokes of Fate, againſt which 
no human Prudence is a ſufficlent Defence, he wou'd 
not diſquiet his Prince wich farther Arguments, but 
aſſured iim that in all Events he would devote himſelf 
entirely to him, and that nothing ſhou'd ever ſeparate 
their Intereſts. 

Paix cE Edmund knew too well the Value of ſuch 
2 Friend, to reſuſe his Offers: He thank'd him in Terms 
the moſt tender and obliging; and in his turn proteſted 
never to forget the Zeal he had expreſs'd for his Good, 
and the wife Counſel he had given him, unable as he 
was to follow it. 

I this manner did they paſs the Remainder of the 
Day, after having viſited Agitha: the next, and thoſe 
which ſucceeded, the enamour'd Edmund failed not to 
pay his Devoirs to that Princeſs, and without daring to 
{peak of his Love, he had ſo well the Art to make her 
enſible of it, that no Words cou'd have been more 
expreſſive or perſuaſive. | 

SH E received him always with a Sweetneſs full of 
Charms, but as the ſtricteſt Modeſty and Reſerve reign'd 
thro all her Words and Actions, he was not able to 
penctrate into her Sentiments ; and tho' he always ſaw 
her with Pleaſure, yet he never parted from her 
without doubting his Happineſs. But this Life of Suſ- 
penſe Was but of a ſhort duration: The Return of his 
Courier decided his Fate, and he no ſooner faw the 
Power the King had given him, than he haſted with 
his diſpatches to the Tent of his adored Princeſs. 

Suk was alone with Edtoige, and the Prince had 
permitted no body to 8 him but Alaric, as he had 
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tet kim know his defign was that day to make a diſco- 
very of his Paſſion, that faithful Confidante, aſter the 
firit Compliments were over, engaged Edzwige in a par- 
ticular Converſation at ſome diſtance, and leſt the Prince 
at full liberty to entertain the Charmer of his Soul. 
The King, Madam, ſaid he to her, has left me intire 
Maſter of the Articles of Peace, and I come to make 
you Miſtreſs of them, and to give you an Opportunity 
ot revenging all the Offences I have been guilty of. It 
was not enough to combat with you, to wound you, to 
take you Pritoner, there wants yet iomething to com- 
pleat my Preſumption, which is the dzring to adore 
vou, to tell you that I do, and to ſwear to you, that a 
thouſand Deaths preſented to my Eyes can never make 
me change my Sentiments. Revenge yourſe!t there- 
fore, Madam, cont:nued he, in the moſt tender Accents, 
revenge on the Lover, the Fury of the Enemy, and pu- 
niſn in the Enemy, the Faults of the Lover Behold, 
{ wait your Sentence, and ſhall ſubmit to it without 
murmuring. 


* 


Jo be able to comprehend the Charms that accom- 


-panied this Diſcourſe, we ſhou'd aſſemble in our Minds 


all that is agreeable in Man; all that indulgent Nature 
can beſtow, all that Love and Wit can teach, and yet 
at laſt fall ſnort in Idea of the real Graces of this great 
and amiable Prince. Algitha was too ſenſible of the 
Perfections of this blooming Hero, and of the Glory of 
ſubduing him, to be capable of diſſembling the Paſſion 
ihe had for him any longer; and looking on him with 
Eyes ſparkling with Love and Joy, And of what faults, 
my Lord, ſaid ſhe, can you accuſe yourſelf, of which 1 
am not at leaſt equally guilty ? You have hated, and 
now love me; I wiſh'd your Death, and wou'd now give 
up my Life for the Safety of yours. Yes, my Lord, pur- 
ſued ſhe with {o:ae precipitation, I ſhou'd deteſt myſelf, 
if I cou'd yet hate what is moſt worthy in the whole 
world to be loved Do I not ſee with the ſame Eyes 
all England does ? 
merit than the reſt of your Subjects? No, my Lord, 
and if I am ambitious of being diſtinguiſhed from tae 
multitude, it is by the exceſs of tender neſs alone. 


* 1 


Have I a Heart leſs ſenſible of 
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Tis eaſy to imagine the effect ſuch a Confeſſion muſt 
produce in a Prince young, ardent, and burning with 
the moſt violent Pafton that ever was; he fo rgot Aldric, 
Ederige, and all the World, to abandom himſelf to the 
Vchemence of his Tranſports. He threw himſelf at 
the feet cf the Princets, in ſpite of all ſhe cou'd do to 
hinder him ; he thanked her, and Heaven, in Words 
which nothing but the moſt caalted Extaſy cou'd have 
inſpued : He ing dea choufand Vov/ s, both to the Me 
and the other, of an everlaſting Conſtancy and Grati- 
tude, and that obli ging him to repeat ev ery inſtant that 
he was loved, made him as often repeat that he wou'd 


eternally adore. In ſine, he ſeemed as it were out of 


himſelf, and was ſo violent in his Rapture es, that the two 
Conftdants were no longer a able to reftrain their attention 
from a Scene in which they took ſo much Inter, 
ALGITHYA, who ned ſeveral times in vain attempted 
to raiſe the Prince, nov/ made a ſigu to them to wal 
a ande .olding out * H: ind to N in order 


25 The to him 1 that we arc not — — that 
you publiſh my ſecret. Ah ! Madam, cried he, Prince 
Aldric is perfectly well acquamted with my Heart, and 
I dare believe the diſcreet X4:c75e is too dear to you, to 
be ignorant of my Happineſs. 

A FTER this, the Co: nverſation between theſe ſour a- 
miable Perſons conſiſted of all that Friendſhip, e 
Eſteem and Love cou'd form; but when a ſuffcien 
ſpace of time had been allowed to this agreeable E 3 
tainment, Prince Edmund intreated A itha to think on 
the Articles of Treaty, but ſhe wou'd not be perſuaded, 
ſo he was obliged to take the care of that Affair upon 
himſelf; there was little Danger of any diſagreement 
between them, the Conqueror was too much in the 
power of the Vanquiſhed, to inſiſt on hard Terms, and 
the Vanquiſhed thought herſelf happy, in yielding every 
thing to the Conqueror. 

SuE delivered all the ſtrong Places, Lands, and Ter- 


ritories yet remaining in her power to the Prince ; and 


the Prince re- inſtated her, with the Revenue arifing 
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from them. Both being ſatisfied with theſe Conditions 
they were ſent to the King for his Ratification, who 


tent them back without the leaſt alteration. - 


NoTHixc but the Glory of Prince Eamund now made 
the Subject of Converſation at London, and indeed thro' 
the whole Kingdom: Putlick Thankſgivings, Feaſts, 
and all manner of Rejoicings for his Victory, were 
celebrated in all the Cities and great Towns ; and the 
Generals and others of the Army having ſent accounts 
of this Siege to their Friends, and juſtly expatiated on 
the Valour of Zdmurd, particularly his Combat with 
the almoſt 1nvincible Agitha, their Amazement was 
lietle inferior to their Admiration, when they conſidered 
what an exceſs of modeſty he had obſerved in the Let- 
ters he wrote on that Subject; and this augmented in 
iuch a manner the Love and Eſteem of the People, that 
they almoſt idolized him. 

QUuEtEN Emma, to whom his Glory was no leſs dear 

than if he had been ker own Son, wrete to congratulate 
tim on this Occaſion, in terms which maniteited ti a 
real Friendſhip and Tenderneſs ſhe had for him : But 
a} eſe Honours made but a feeble imprefiion on his 
ind, compared with the delights he enjoyed at the 
feet of his dear Princeſs. 
Dns Articles of Peace had no ſooner received the ap- 
probatien of Etbelred, than the Prince cauſed the Caſtle of 
Cichhert to be repaired, and put in a condition to receive 
him, the Princeſs, and the moſt conſiderable of thoſe who 
had attended him in this War; looking on the Camp 
as a phie too tumultuous for them to partake the Sweets 
of that Peace they had now ſo happily concluded. 

Some days after they were ſettled there, Prince 
Falnund, whoſe Paſſion received addition every moment, 
and by conſequence his Impatience, began to conjure 
tie beautiful Agitha to compleat his felicity, by con- 
ſenting to be privately married, giving her to underſtand 
the little Probability there was, that the King wou'd 
ever be brought to authorize their Love, if by any ac- 
cident he ſhould be inform'd of it; and telling her at 
the ſame time, if the Ceremony were once pait, - had 

opes 
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hopes the perſuaſion of the Queen, and his other Friend, 
join'd to te Tenderneſs Ethelred himſelf had for him, 
wou'd influence him to forgive what was paſt recall. 

Tur Princeſs loved with no leſs ardour than the was 
beloved, and was as much deiirous of this Union as he 
who propoſed it; but the ordinary Inconſta ney of Men 
in general, and particularly among thoſe of the Age of 
Edmund made her tremhle. I can refuſe you nothing, 
my Lord, ſaid the ; and tho' my Honour will douhtleis 
ſuffer by a conceal'd Marriage, yet will I readily ſacri- 
fice it, to give a Proof of my Tenderneſs. Alas! added 
ſhe, what imports it that my Happineis is a Secret pro- 
vided it be laſting ? 

Bur, my Lord, that is my fear; and is all that hin- 
ders me from doing as you deſire: You love me now, but 
are you certain you ſhall love me always? What can fe- 
cure me from the Effects, the Wrath of your Roya 
Father, and the Conſiderations of the State may pro- 
duce? ———— They will, perhaps, herexfter make you 
look on a Marriage, ſo lttic contormable to your Inte- 
reſt, as a Crime They will repreient to you, that you 


have eſpouſed the Widow of a Rebel and an Enemy | 


that your Age and Rank permitted you not to engage 
yourſelf without the conſent of the King they will re- 
proach you with — renounced the Glories to which 
you might have pretended, and exaggerate the Felicity 
of a Marriage more illuſtrious, and more advantageous 
to England they will add a thouſand more untoreicen 
Remonſtrances, to render me contemptible in your Eyes, 
and to draw on me the Fate of the enkappy Ethe/- 
2ive your Mother— they will have but too much force 
nat to ſhake your Conſtancy — you will bluſh to have liſtned 
to the Dictates of your Love, and I ſhall fall the Victim 
to the publick diſpleaſure ; or, tis poſſible to the Charms 
of an Object more worthy of you. 

THEN, Prince, then, continued ſhe, letting fall ſome 
Tears, what will become of the wretched Agitha? Shame 
and Deſpair will be the only recompence of her Complai- 
ſance and Love: I know my own — I ſhall love you 
to my Grave; but alas! nothing can aſſure me of yours: 
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Px Eamund was ſtruck with ſo deep a ſorrow at 
this diſcourſe, that he wanted to interrupt her; he found 
it impoſſible for him to do ſo———the diſorder of his 
Soul manifeſted itſelf thro” all his Perſon, and render'd 
Eim in ſuch a State, that he was for ſome Moments 
mY incapable of replying to what fhe had been ſaying. 

Ar laſt, with the mot languiſhing and dejected Air, 
Jam very unfortunate, Madam, ſaid he, that my Heart 
is ſo little known to you, that you can believe it capa- 
ble of the moſt vile of all Inconſtancies! —— If the 
Lxceis of my Paſſion has not been able to inſpire you 
with Sentiments more favourable, Words I fear will ne- 

ver do it, ſince they are but weak Intelligencers of my 

Soul's ardent mean: ng. 

Bur is it impoſſible you can think me worthy of your 
Love, without thinking that if with the Crown of Aug- 
. I ſhou'd be offer'd that of the whole World, it 

cu'd be capable of obliging me to break the Vow I 
* aka to be eternally yours; ;? 

No, Madam, I am neither to be tempted from you 
by Grandeur, nor terrified by the Menaces of an incens'd 
other, nor the Murmurs of the State I know very 
well, to what I ſubject myſelf and expoſe you; but I 
xnow alſo, that whatever Dangers may arm themſelves 
againſt us, your Glory will be raiſed by my fidelity and 
conſtant oppoſing all that wou'd deprive me of you 
Be aſſured I can die, but can never be ungrateful or 
falſe Permit me once to wear the happy Title of your 
Huſband, and I will maintain it to my laſt moment— 
'Tis by this only I can make known the greatnels of 
my Flame by this alone my Fidelity can be mani- 
teited——>—\-Oh conſider, Divineſt Agitha, conſider that 
in refuſing what J aſk, you not only tranſgreſs againſt 
that Paſſion you pretend to acknowledge the Power of, 
but alſo do an irreparable injury to my Truth, and 1 
Mall die unjuſtified in your Opinion For think not, 
purſued he, with an Air that had ſomething in it of 
Diſtraction, think not that I will live without) you. 

HERE Prince Edmund ceaſed to ſpeak, and indeed 
there was no farther need of Words to aftirm 3 
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might be eaſily ſeen in his Countenance; a mortal Pale- 
nels ſpread itſelf over all his Face, his Eyes loſt all their 
wonted Shine, and fixed on thoſe of Alpitha, ſeem'd 
but to attend her anſwer, and to cloſe for ever. The 
Princeſs trembled at the alteration ſhe perceived in him, 
and cou'd no longer doubt the Sincerity of a Paſſion, 
which was denoted by ſuch Symptoms. 

Mr dear Prince] cry'd ſhe, preſſing his Hands tenderly 
between hers, Algitha is yours —Diſpoſe of her as you 
pleaſe - my Suſpicions and my Fears had no other ſource 
than an Exceſs of Tenderneſs, and therefore claim forgive- 
neſs ; but every Motive of refuſal ſhall recede to the Glo- 
ry of being united to you — Tis for you then to command, 
oh charming Prince ! I am in all things ready to obey. 

Tno' theſe Words were like the Voice of Pardon 


to a Wretch condemn'd in the Ears of the tranſported 


Edmund, yet could he not preſently get over the Grief 
her former Diſcourſe had imprinted in his Soul; and 
while he thank'd her Conde ſcenſion in terms the moſt 
paſſionate, yet did a certain Languor remain both in his 
Looks and Accents ; which ſerv'd, more then ever, to 
convince the Princeſs how ſenſibly he had been touched 
with the fears of loſing her. Sheemploy'd all thoſe Graces 
Nature had fo prodigally beſtowed on her, to alleviate a 
Melancholy of which ſhe had been the cauſe ; and after a 
Million of repeated Proteſtations of eternal Fidejity on Zoth 
ſides, it was at laſt agreed, that one of the Princeſs's Chap- 
lains, in whom ſhe placed the moſt perfect Confidence, 
mou'd ſecretly join their Hands in the Chapel cf the 
Caſtle, and that none but Prince 4/dric and the faiduul 
Edwige ſhould be witneſſes of that Ceremony. 

ALL things being thus concluded, they approach'd 
the holy Altar on the evening cf the next Day, and were 
there united by thoſe Bounds which are indiſſcluble bur 
by Death. The whole Affair was conducted with fo 
much privacy, that not one Perſon either in the Camp 


Y 


or Palace had the leaſt Knowledge of it. The Mytery 
laſted ſome months, to the great contentment of the 
. Wedded Pair, who enjoyed, without thoſe Ceremonics 
which are the tormeut of publics Marriages, all the 

| f D 5 ſweets 


( 58] 

Sweets that Hymen is capable of affording, when height - 
ned by the moſt fervent Paflion : It ſeemed, as if theie 
two were animated but by one Soul that one Will and 
one Deſire diffuſed theniſelves thro' both; and ſo well 
were their Thoughts known to each other, that they 
converſed frequently, as it were by intuition, and in- 
terrogated, and replied by Looks Alone. 

Bur Fate, which, they ſay, allows it not to Mortals 
to be perfectly happy on Earth, being unable to leſſen 
their Affection, was reſolved to raiſe them Troubles, to 


diſturb that Repoſe they had ſo long indulged. 


Tu k long abſence of Prince Edmund created ſome 
Suſpicions in the King his Father; and not being able 
to comprehend the Motive: that kept him from a Court, 
where every bo''y was burning with impatience for his 
Return, he ſent ſome Perſons whom he confided in to 
the Camp, wit! ſt ict orders to inform themſelves of all 
that p27, and to be careful Spies over the Actions of 
the Prince, without doing any thing that ſhou'd make 
him ſuſpect they were ſo. 

Tuis Commiſiion was given to Men well ſkille in 
Stratagems, and from whoſe Eyes it was ſcarce poſſible 
any thing ſhou'd eſcape : They examined the Prince 
with attention, and preſently found his Paſſion for AI- 


githa, This Diſcovery was immediately ſeconded by 


others, and without any one being able to penetrate 
into their Intrigues, they got information of the ſe- 


cret Marriage, and ſent notice of it to the King. It 


wou'd be in vain to go about to repreſent the exceſs of 


his fury at this News; the whole Court ſaw, and trem- 


bled at it; and tho' the Prince was extremely dear to 
them all, yet none durſt open their Lips in his Vindi- 
cation. 

WI LE Rage has poſſeſſion of the Mind, Nature but 
vainly pleads; Etheired loſt all the Father, in the an- 
ery Monarch, and ſorgerf't how much himſelf had ex- 
perienced the force of that Paſſion he now condemned 
1m his Son, ſent an Expreſ: to him, which contained 
an ãbſolute Command to reſign the Command of the 
Army to the Earl of Kent, to quit Sichert 1 
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ard come to render an Account of his Conduct at 
the Foot of the Throne. 

Trxis Mandate was like a Clap of Thunder to the 
Hearts of the truly enamour'd Prince and Princeſs: 
they no longer doubted, if they were hetray'd, or if 
Edmund was recall'd out of any other Motive but the 
extremeſt Wrath. But this laſt alarm'd them leſs, as 
they had prepar'd themſelves for it: But what was moſt 


remarkable in this. Adventure was, that Alzitha, who 


had the greateſt cauſe to dread what might befal her 
in this Separation from the Prince, ſeem'd leſs dejected 
than did he, and was obliged to make uſe of her 
utmoſt Efforts, to enable him to ſupport it. Nor was 
his Diſquict occaſion'd by the Terror of meeting the 
Eyes of an incenſed Father, and angry King, in whoſe 
Diſpoſal all his future Fortunes lay; but by the Thoughts 
of leaving his dear Wife, at a time when moſt his Pre- 
ſence was neceſſary, to alleviate the Diſorder ſhe was 
then in; the Fruits of their reciprocal Affection being 
now manifeſted in her Pregnancy. 

As much however as the Princeſs diſſembled her 
Concern, in hope to allay that of her Huſband, ſhe cou'd 
not defend herſelf in ſecret from Agitations, very hard 
to be endured. She dreaded not any thing the King 
ſhou'd meditate againit her ; ſhe had too much Courage 
to regard any thing that touched her Life or Fortune, the 


Eſtrangement of her dear Eamund's Heart was all ſhe | 


feared : And when ſhes confider'd ſhe mult truſt him in a 
Court ſo famous for Beauties, as that of England, not all 
his Vows cou'd make her {ay to herſelf, He will be mine 
for ever. And if the Opinion of his Honour ſecured her 
from the Apprehenſions of his divorcing himſelf from 
her, and marrying another, as his Father had done; 
yet, as the Change of his Affection was au involuntary 
Action, ſhe was invaded with moſt terrible Suggeſtions 
on that ſcore; and was too delicate to find any Satisfac- 
tion in the Thoughts that he muſt be for her only, 
becauſe his Veracity wou'd not permit him to be ano- 
ther's. . 
Bur whatever Diſcontents they both endur'd, the 
Royal Will maſt be comply'd with; and the Prince, 
With 
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with reaſon, judging, that to delay the injoin'd Atten- 
dancè on his Father, wou'd only ſerve to irritate him the 
more, made all imaginable haite to prepare for his De- 
parture. And the Conſolation of his beloved Algitha 
being the firſt of his Cares, he obliged Prince Alaric to 
ſtay behind him, that he might hear from time to time 
of che Situation of that Princeſs's Mind. Aldric, on his 
fide, promis'd an eternal Fidelity, and preſented a Gen- 
tleman to him, of whoſe firm Attachment he was con- 
vinced, in order that whatever Condition the Prince was 
in, he might know it from his Pen, and be inform'd of 


his Commands. 


AFTER all theſe Precautions, they took leave of each 
other, with ſuch violent Tranſports of Grief, that none 
were Witneſſes of them, but fear'd they wou'd be at- 
tended with ſome fatal Conſequence. Edmund exerted 
all his Forces, to aſſure A/githa of an eternal Fidelity; 
and that Princeſs neglected nothing, that the moſt deli- 
cate Paſſion cou'd inſpire, to conjure him to ſet a Guard 
upon his Heart, and upon his Eyes ; and when they had 
embraced each other a thouſand and a thouſend times, 
they bid adieu——A parting dreadful to themſelves, 
and touching to all that ſaw it, as not being able to form 
any Judgment when, or whether ever they ſhou'd meet 
again! 

Gar and Uncertainty were the Companions of 
Prince Edmund's Journey to meet the Eyes of a 
King aud Father, ſo much incens'd againſt him, was no 
ſligkt Motive for the Diſquiet of a Son and Subject prac- 
tited 1 in Obedience; but the Violence of his Love ſur- 
mounted all other Conſiderations ; and at his Arrival at 
Londou, he preſented himſelf before the King, with a 
Submiſſion full of Reſpect, but with the Aflurance of a 
Ferſon prepared for every thing. His Preſence, far from 
exciting any Tenderneſs in E2helred, augmented his In- 
di gnation: He reproached, in the moſt cruel Terms, 
the clandeſtine Marriage he had contracted with the Wi- 
dow of an Enemy to his King and Country, accuſed him 
of holding criminal Intelligence againſt both the one and 
tac other; and without reflecting on the Lengths to which 
au Exceſs of Paſſion had tranſported himſelf, EE all 
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thofe Reaſons, which would have been of more uſe to 
have regulated his own Conduct, than that of his Son. 


So trae 1t is, that in whatever Rank Providence places 


Men, they never can be impartial enough to ſee thoſe 
Faults in themſelves, which they condemn in others. 
THe Prince of England liften'd to all this Torrent of 
Injuſtice, with the moſt perfect Submiſſion; and per- 
ceiving the King had left him at liberty to reply, he 
threw himſelf at his Feet, and looking up to him with 
that engaging Air, which charm'd all Hearts, J confeſs, 
I am criminal, ſaid he, in diſpoſing of myſelf without 
your Majeſty's Permiſſion; but it was the Fear of never 
being able to obtain it, joined with the Impoſſibility of 
living without Agitba, that made me guilty. Not that 
| imagin'd, you wou'd regard that Princeſs as an Object 
of Hatred, after the advantageous Peace ſhe concluded 
with you Ves, Sir, I dare affirm, more Blood 
had been ſhed to gain you Victory, had Love nor inter- 
poſed I apprehended indeed, that your Ambi- 
tion deſign d me tor greater Alliance, but I knew the 
Virtues of Algitba more worthy than Diadems, and there- 
tore followed the Dictates of my Happineſs rather than 
my Duty But, Sir, continued he, my Crune wou'd 
yet be pardonable, if you were ſenſible of the Charms 
of my fair Vanquiſher; and perhaps, I ſhou'd find Praiſe 
where now I am condemn'd Yes, Sir, added 
he with vehemence, I adore 4/7itha, JI am reſolved eter- 
nally to adore her———— But it is not Agitha, arm'd 
againſt my King, to whom I have given my Faith; 
it is a Princeſs ſubmiſſive to your Laws, faithful tv 
her Duty, and ready to ſuffer Death to atteſt her 
Loyalty to your Majeſty, and Love to your Son, 
whoſe Huſband you ſee before your Feet, embracing 


your Knees, and imploring Grace from an offended 
Father. 


Ar theſe Words, Etbelred, in ſpite of his Indigna- 
tion, felt that he was indeed a Father: He figh'd, and 
was ſome time before he cou'd determine in what 
manner he ſhou'd behave ; but ſtruggling with the 
Tenderneſs which juſt then began to move him, Well 


then, 
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then, reſumed he, ſince you are both ſo ſubmiſſive to 
my Laws, give a Proof of this Zeal and this Obe- 


dience, in ſeparating yourſelves for ever, and do you 
receive another Wife from the Hand of a Father who 
loves you —— This is the only way by which you 
can obtain Pardon, and oblige me not to treat Agitha 
as an Enemy. | 

Ir no other way we can obtain your Mercy, ſaid 
the Prince, riſing from the Poſture he was in, I am 
conitrain'd to tell your Majeſty, we muſt be for ever 
miſerable in your Diſpleaſure —— both Agitba and 
myſelf are ready to loſe our Lives for you; but you 
ſhall ſacriſice us a thouſand times before we will break 
our Vows—they are ſacred, - they are voluntary — 
they are eternal. 

Taz Prince pronounced theſe Words with a Re- 
folution which ſurpriz'd Ezhelred, and re-kindled the 
beſore-expiring Fury in his Breaſt. He called to the 
Captain of his Guards to ſeize the Prince, and order 
him into Cuſtody. When the Queen entered the Cabi- 
net where they were, ſhe. feared ſomething violent 
wou'd be the Conſequence of this Converſation, and 
reſolved to labour all ſhe cou'd in the ſervice of the 
Prince. She immediately knew by their Countenances 
the Emotions of their Souls; and perceiving the Captain 
was about to execute the King's Command, ſhe entr2ated 
his Majeſty to forbear till he had given her a Moment's 
Audience; adding, that ſhe would anſwer for the Prince, 
and at the {ame time made a ſign to him, and all preſent, 
to withdraw. 

As ſoon as ſhe found herſelf alone with Ezhelred, 


ſhe repreſented to him the Wrong he did in proceeding 


to ſuch Extremities, with a Son, who had behaved 
in every Action of his Life, bating his Marriage, with 
the utmoſt Duty that the Kingdom was in too 
hazardous an Eſtate, thro' the Preparations of the King 
of Denmark, to admit Civil Broils that the People, 
who almoſt adored the Prince, wou'd be excited to mur- 
mur at this 'Treatment of him, and perhaps, run yet 
greater Lengths in his favour -— — — She coryur'd 
kim alſo to decree nothing againſt the Perſon of Al- 
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594 ———ſhe remonſtrated to him, that the Rebel- 
lion was probably not ſo well extinguiſhed, but that it 
might be rekindled in thoſe Places where that Princeſs 
had an Intereſt, if any Outrage were offered to her ; 
and all this in Terms fo ſtrong, tho' full of Reſpect, 
that Ethelred had nothing to object againſt her Rea- 
ſons. 

Tuo' this Monarch had not reſumed his former Ten- 
derneſs for Emme, and lived with her with little more 
than a cold Civility, the Obligations he had to her 
wou'd not permit him to neglect her Advice : Beſides, 
the manner in which ſhe addrefled him on this ſcore, 
greatly alleviated his Rage. He gave her his Promitle 
to enterprize nothing againſt Agitha, either by open 


Force or ſecret Malice, and not to confine the Perſon of 


the Prince. But all this beautiful Queen cou'd urge, was 
unavailing to procure his Conſent to the Marriage, and 
ſhe was obliged to quit him without obtaining any thing 
on that Article. 

Ar her Return to her Apartment, ſhe found Prince 
Edmund, who attended there the Effect of her Sollicita- 
tions. She gave him an exact account of all ſhe had 
done, and teſtified an unfeigned Concern, that ſhe had 
been able to prevail no farther : telling him, ſhe fore- 
ſaw great Difficulties in the Engagement he had enter'd 
into; and that ſhe feared, he wou'd have much to ſtrug- 
gle with, to make it good. 

Fox in fine, my dear Edmund, ſaid ſhe, I have ſo lit- 
tle Power over Ethelred, that you ought not to flatter 
yourſelf with a Belief, that he will grant much to my 
Perſuaſions; and I am very certain, if my Demands 
had not been founded on the moſt ſolid Reaſons, 1 ſhou'd 
have been able to obtain nothing. Thus, added ſhe 
with a Sigh, I can only lament your 'Troubles, without 
a hope of diminiſhing them by any Effort of mine. 

THe Prince returned her a thouſand Thanks for all 
her Goodneſs, particularly for what ſhe had obtam- 
ed in favour of A/z:tha; and prayed her to have 
for that Princes the ſame Friendſhip with which ſhe 
had honoured himſelf. Tywou'd be difficult for me, 

a Madam, 
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Madam, ſaid he, to make you ſenſible of the Beauties 
of her Mind, without your being acquainted with her ; 
but thoſe of her Perſon may ſerve in part to excuſe the 
Paſhon ſhe has inſpired me with. In ſpeaking theſe 
Words, he drew a little Picture out of his Pocket, which 
he * with him from the Caſtle, and ſewing it to 
the Queen, There, Madam, reſumed he, is the Like- 
neſs of that Face, to which I have vowed an everlaſting 
Truth. | 

EMMA regarded jt with Ad miration, and confeſs'd 
that it was very difficult to guard the Heart from ſuch 
an Aſſemblage of Perfections. Emboldned by the Praiſes 
ſhe gave her Beauties, he proceeded to delincate the De- 
licacy, the Purity, the Sincerity of her Soul, and re- 
newed his Proteſtations never to be guilty of Injuſtice to 
a Perſon ſo truly deſerving, and that he wou'd hazard 
being as unhappy by his Conf tancy, as Etheired had ren- 
der'd himſelf by his Infidelities. 

Tux next Day, the King appointed Commiſſioners be- 
fore whom he compell'd the Prince to appear; but they 
interrogating him concerning his Marriage, he main- 
tained the Validity of it, and ſaid little leſs to aſſure 
them, that nothing ſhou'd conſtrain him to forſake fo 
dear a Wife, than he had done to Algitha herſelf, Had 
that Princeſs been Witneſs of the Courage and Reiolu- 
tion of his Love on that occafion, it had, perhaps, 
ſhock'd the Niceneſs of her Soul to think that no 
Returns ſhe cou'd make were adequate to ſuch a Paſ- 
fon, 

Bur this Firmneſs of Mind ſerved only to irritate the 
King, and he obliged the Commithoners to give Judg- 
ment. As they were entirely his Creatures, by their 
Sentence the Marriage was diſannul'd, and the Parties 
forbid to ſee each other any more, under the pain of the 
Royal Difpleaſure. This Decree, the King took care 
ſhou'd be immediately ſeat to A/pitha; perhaps, not 
without hope the Grief of it might put an end to her 
Days. 

Gone beautiful Princeſs being inform'd of the 
y.hole Procedure as it went on, ty Counters, ſent to 

her 
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her every day by the Prince, expected a Judgment no 


leſs ſevere wou'd be given againſt her; and in ſpite of 
the Aſſurances ſhe received of the Fidelity of her Huſ- 
band, and the Reſolution with which he maintained the 
Cauſe of his Love, ſhe was in continued Alarms; ſhe 


feared for him, for herſelf, and for the Infant yet unborn. 


— — 


The Sentence was no ſooner paſt, than the Prince 
imagining it wou'd be ſignified to Agitbha, diſpatch'd 
tae Gentleman Prince A/dric had preſented to him, with 
a Letter to her, and another to that faithſul Friend. 


The Perſon charged with this Commiſſion, perform'd it 


with ſo much Expedition, that this Packet was deliver'd 
before the Arrival of the King's Meſſenger. 

Ix the Letter to Aldric, Prince Edmund entreated him 
to hinder A/z/tha as much as poſlible from hearing any 
News that came from Court, to do his utmoſt to conſole 
her, and to give her perpetual Aflurances, that no Time, 
or Chance ſhou'd make the leaſt Abatement in his At- 
fection; but above all, that he wou'd take care that ſhe 
ſhou'd receive his Letter, before any Diſpatch from the 
King ſhou'd be brought to her. This Caution was not 
uſcleſs, the Prince's Gentleman arriving little more than 
an Hour before the Courier from Court. Atdric, Who 
knew the Conſequence of the Affair, went directly to 
the Apartment of the Princeſs, where the Gentleman 
delivered her the Letter of Prince Edmund ; which ha- 
ſtily opening, ſhe found contained theſe Words. 


The faithful E-rmuno, to bis dear ALGITHA, 


« FF every Misfortune that befals ns did not afford 
* me a new Occaſion of giving Proofs of my Con- 
4 ſtancy and Love, I ſhould not be haſty to acquaint 
« you with it: but, my dear Princeſs, as I knov/, 
„that nothing but my Fidelity can ſupport you un- 
« der the Weight of that Affliction Fate ſhowers 
„ down upon vs, I wou'd be the firſt to let you know 
the preſent Preſſure ; to the end that the Aſturances 
« of my Faith may too much engroſs your _— ta 
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4% leave any Room for Grief, when you ſhall read the 
*« cruel Sentence paſſed againſt us. They condemn us to 
«« ſee each other no more, and pretend to deter us from 
„doing ſo, by menacing every thing that human Na- 
ture ſhrinks at —— I am proof, however, againſt 
this Thunder-Clap ——— My Love gains freſh Force 
* by this unjuſt Oppoſition, and my Faith becomes yet 
more inviolable than ever All that they can do 
to ſeparate me from you, ſhall ſerve but to unite me 
more Cloſely to you ———— Here I reiterate all rhe 
* Vows I have made you to love you to my 
„Grave to prefer you to all the Princeſies in the 
« World and to ſuffer Death rather than ſubmit to 
* the unjuſt Sentence they have given I conure 
« you to be perſuaded of theſe Truths, if you wou'd 
* have me live Receive the Orders of the King 
* without Grief, and without Indignation ; I wiſh you 
* cou'd forgive the latter of theſe tons in him 
« He may relent, the Sweetneſs of his Nature makes 
„ me hope it —— but whatever ſhail happen, I ſwear to 
you by all that we hold ſacred, to continue to the laſt 
* Moment of my Life, 


Tour faithful Huſband, 


EpmunD, Prince of England. 


 ALGTIT HA cou'd not read the Letter without Tears 
of mingled Tenderneſs and Diſdaia : the Affront ſhe 
received by the Judgment paſſed upon her, occaſioned 
reat Agitations in her Soul; but ſhe was yet more ſen- 
fiible of the freſh Inſtances of her dear Spoute's Aﬀec- 
tion; and reflecting, that her Honour cou'd receive no 
Blemiſh, while the Prince preſerved his Faith, ſhe 
armed herſelf with a Reſolution to deipiic thoſe Forma- 
lities Women ordinarily glory in, and to think of no- 
thing but the Happineſs of being beloved by a Prince 

ſuch as Edmund. 
SHE alſo took this Opportunity to prove the defe- 
Fence ſhe paid to the Will of this dear Huſband, and 
az 
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as unjuft and cruel as ſhe thought the Proceeding of 
Ethelred, was determined to ſhew no Marks of Re- 
ſentment before thoſe who ſhou'd be charged with his 
Orders. | 

Snz had juſt brought herſelf to this Point, when the 
Meſſenger arrived, and delivered the Copy of the Sen- 
tence into her Hand, accompanied with an Order to 
conform to it on Pain of Death. She received the one 
and the other, with a Courage worthy of the Wife of 
Eamund; and committing the Juſtice of her Cauſe to 
Heaven, ſeemed only troubled at the little Probability 
there was, that ſhe ſhou'd fee the Prince of a long 
time. 


Some Days aſter, ſhe brought a Son into the World, 


who was named Edrurd after his Father; and this News 
being immediately ſent to the Prince of England, he 
conceived ſo great a Joy, as for ſome time made him 
forget all his Misfortunes ! 

He communicated the Knowledge of his being a Fa- 
ther to the Queen, and to thoſe, of whoſe good Wiſhes 
he had experience, who ſincerely congratulated him on 
that occaſion ; and without confidering in what mannes 
the King wou'd take it, informed the People of it, and 
authorized publick Rejoicings. 

ETHELRED, who never continued long in one Hu- 
mour, began already to repent him of having treated 
the Prince with ſo much Rigour, and tho' he was in- 
formed of every thing that paſſed, ſeemed ignorant of 
the Cauſe of all this Joy, nor oppoſed the Satisfaction 
1 the Citizens, who continued their Feſtival for three 

ays. 

ALGIT HA was no ſooner recovered from her Lying- 
in, than Edmund, unable to live without her, cauſed her 
to remove from the Caſtle of Sickfort, and come within 
a few Miles of Lencon, where he every day indulged his 
Paſſion with her Converſation ; and theſe frequent Inter- 
views gave Birth to a ſecond Prince named Edward, 

Ir was about this time, that che Letter of the un- 
fortunate Ethe/give rekindled in the Heart of Ezhel- 
red all the Paſſion he once had for her; and that the 

. generous 


—__ 


. 


- uw a SY — * 14 4 nd 


[ 68 ] 


generous Ema took that Opportunity of his Tendernefs 
for the Mother, to revive in him all he formerly had 
borne the Son. Her Pleas cou'd not but be forcible to 
a Heart already half diſſolved, and which felt all the 
Reaſons ſhe cou'd urge before ſhe ſpoke them. He ſeem - 
ed however to yield to her Perſuafions, what his own 
Inelination wou'd not ſuffer him to deny; the Pity he 


had for the Deſtiny of Zzheloiwe, the Love he now had 


for her, dead as ſhe was, and the Shame for his paſt 
Conduct, re- inſpiring him with all the Virtues of his 
Youth. He thanked the Queen for contributing to ſo 
good a Work; and to ſhew how deeply lie was touched 
with her Remonſtrances, ordered his Son ſhould be 
brought that Moment into his Preſence. 

EDMUND, who fince the Declaration of his Mar- 
riage, had never been permitted to ſee his Father's Face, 
and in the middle of the Court lived as an Exile, was 
ſrangely ſurpriz'd at this Command; he knew not to 
what Motive to attribute it, and felt in himſelf ſome 
Repugnance to obey, but as he had ever been a ſtrict 
Obſerver of his Duty, in all things in his power, he 
overcame all that ſeemed to oppole it, and went to the 
Cabinet where the King then was, with a mind which 
had little in it of Tranquillity. 

Tux Preſence of the Queen, and the Conten ment 
that appear'd in her Countenance, baniſhed part of his 
Fears; and the King no ſooner ſaw him enter, than 
ſtretching out his Arms, My Son, ſaid he, receive the 
Pardon of your Fault, and the Recompence of your 
Virtues. The Prince who, on the firſt Words of Ezhel- 
red, had thrown himſelf at his Feet, received theſe Ca- 
refles ſo little expected, with a Tranſport of Joy, which 
eaſily made known to the King how very precious to 
him was this Return of his Affection. 

EDMUND, reſumed he, the Queen to whom both 
you and I have the ſtrongeſt Obligations, has conferr'd 
a greater yet, in permitting me to avow, I have too 
much loved your Mother, not to regard with the ex- 
tremeſt Tenderneſs the firſt Son ſhe bleſs'd me with 
I have been guilty of great Injuſtice to her; but - 
| wou' 
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wou'd repair them to you; and it was with that In- 
tention I oppoſed the Engagement you had made with 


Algitha My chief hopes were founded on your 
Happineſs ; I had formed for you great things in my 
Imagination, but your Marriage has deſtroyed them 
all Il am ſenſible, however, that a virtuous 
Prince cannot abandon a Woman he has found wor- 
thy to receive his Vows, by whom he 15 beloved, and 
by a happy Fertility has given a double Cement to the 
Bonds of Hymen. 

Tus Confiderations, my Son, have diſſipated my 
Rage, and reſtores to you your Father — Take again 
the place you have held in my Heart, and in my Power, 
and which I find you are ſo worthy of; and hencefor- 
ward let a perfect Union among the Royal Family con- 
tribute to diſappoint the Deſigns of our Enemies, as 
much as the Force of our Arms. 


Au, Sir, cry'd the Prince, embracing his Knees, by 


what Actions can I ever make your Majeſty a Reparation 
for having offended you, or merit this tender Return of 
your Affection How happy have you made 
me! All my Blood, and the whole Services of 
my future Life, are too mean an Offering for the re- 
cover'd Bleſſing of your Favour. 

TH1s Converſation was ſo truly touching, that the 
Queen cou'd not withhold her Tears; and Ethelred, 
in ſpight of his Dignity, and the Gravity he wou'd 
have aſſumed on this Occaſion, cou'd not reftrain ſome 
Drops from falling from his Eyes. When the firſt Emo- 
tions of Tenderneſs and Joy were a little over, the 
King permitted the Prince to pay his Acknowledg- 
ments to the Queen ; and theſe- three auguſt Perſons 
teſtify'd all that cou'd be inſpired by Nature, Friend- 
ſhip, and Eſteem. 

Tre King of England adjudging, that Prince Ed. 
mund was impatient to carry this News to Algitha, 
ſhortned this Entertainment to give him that Satiſ- 
faction: My dear Son, ſaid he, you have given me too 
many Prooſs of your Paſſion, not to make me know 
you wou'd gladly make the Princeſs a Sharer in your 
Contentment—= I will, therefore, no Jonger Ce- 

5 dain 


— — 
— — rn ory — 9 
— % 


EP] 
tain you from that Pleafure Go, and be yourſelf 
the Bearer of an Order ſo different from the former. 
—— Go, and teil her my Commands are, that you ſhall 
always love each other with a Tenderneſs as fincere, as 
you ſhall find my Endeavours for the common Happi- 


neſs of you both. 


Ir it were poſſible for me to retract, in an authentick 
manner, what I have done againſt your Marriage, I 
wou'd not defer it one Moment=—- but it is not a pro- 

er Seaſon, our preſent 'Troubles' will not now permit- 
it. England is too much menaced by the Approaches 
of our cruel Enemies, the Dares, to give us leave to 
think of any other Affairs than the repulſing them 

ey will give you an occaſton to acquire freſh Laurels; 
and under the Covert of them, I ſhall, without ſhame, 
ratify your Marriage, and make the whole Kingdom 
approve of it. Receive, continued he, my Royal Word 
for the Performance of this, and in the mean time en- 
joy, without fear and without inquietude, the Sweets of 
an Union, to which I ſhall henceforward be far from 
putting any Obſtacle. 

PRIx ck Edmund a ſecond time threw himſelf at the 
feet of the King his Father, to thank his Goodneſs; 
and as he thought himſelf perfectly Eappy in having 

ained ſo much, attempted not to exact more; and as 
e had permiſſion to depart, haſted to his dear A/githa, 
with a Tranſport worthy of his Love. 

TH1s Princeſs ſeeing him arrive with a Satisfaction 
in his Countenance, which for a long time had been a 
Stranger there, received him with a vaſt deal of Joy, 
tho' infinitely ſhort of what ſhe conceived, when he had 
acquainted her with the Motive. 

How great foever are the Pleaſures ſecret Love af- 
fords, they are accompanied with equal Inquietudes ! 
Nothing is more alarming to a Mind truly wile and mo- 
deft, than to be forced to conceal as Crimes, thoſe Ac- 
tions which are really Virtues : And tho' Algitha might 
ſatisfy herſelf in the Indulgence of her Paſhon, by the 
Conſciouſneſs it was authorized by Ties the moſt legi- 
umate; yet was it not without the utmoſt Regret, _ 
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ſhe conſidered thoſe innocent Endearments, if diſcover- 
ed, wou'd be looked upon as ſo many Violations of her 
Honour. | 

Sve being the Situation of this Princeſs, when the 
King's Conſent gun her intite Liberty to follow the 
Dictates of her Inclination, and openly to avow her 
'Tenderneſs for the charming Prince, ſhe cou'd not but 
be inſpired with Raptures ſuitable to the Occaſion. Ihe 
Heart and Perſon of her dear Prince ſecured to her for 
ever Her Glory re-eſtabliſhed ! 
tune of her Children fettled | All that was neceſſary 
for her Repoſe ! —— All the Advantages ſhe cou'd wiſh 
or hope confirmed; was ſuch a Profuſion of Happineſs, 
as for ſome moments ſhe cou'd not bring herſelf to be- 
lieve ; and Prince Edmund was obliged to repeat the 
joyſul Tidings over and over, and join Proteſtations to 
his Words, before ſhe cou'd fully aſſure herſelf of the 
Reality of the promiſed Bleflings. 

Bur how little am I able to figure out the Exceſs of 
her Tranſports, when convinced of the Truth ! — Her 
Soul was all diſſolved in Tenderneſs and Joy, Tears 
flowed in Abundance from her Eyes, while her Lips 
poured forth Thanks to Heaven, and the gracious Erhe/- 


rd One moment ſhe ſnatched her dear Huſband 


to her Breaſt, and preſſing him ardently, ſaid a thou- 
ſand ſoft obliging things ; the next; as if overcome with 
Extaſy, ſhe lifted up her Hands and Eyes, and by a Si- 
lence, more eloquent than any Words cou'd be, ex- 
preſſed the Emotions of her Heart. Infinite indeed were 
the Reaſons ſhe had to be ſatisfied; yet were the Effects 
more ſo——all that can be imagined of wild Delight, 
intolerable Joy, appeared in all ſhe ſaid and did; and it 
was not without ſome difficulty, that the Prince of Eng- 
land, fearing ſuch violent Agitations wou'd be prejudi- 
cial to her Health, brought her at laſt to reflect with 
more Calmneſs. 

Tux paſſed three Days together in an unconcei- 
vable Satisfaction; in which time Agitba wrote to 
the King and Queen. Her Letter to Erhelred was 
full of Reſpect, Love and Majeſty ; and chat to — 


* 
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of -Gratitude, and Proteſtations of the moſt zealous and 
tender Regard. | 

Ir Ethelred was not before won over entirely to 
their Party, theſe Letters compleated the Conqueſt of 
his Heart ; and it is not to be doubted, but he would 
have paſſed all Conſiderations to have rendered them 
entirely happy, if News had not juſt then arrived of too 
alarwing a nature, not to take up all his- Soul. 

CANUTE, the young King of Denmark, had forc'd 
the Fortifications made by Etheired in the North, to 
prevent his landing, had routed the 'Troops placed for 
the Defence of that part of the Kingdom, and was 
marching at the head of ſeventy thouſand Men towards 
the Metropolis. Duty, Intereit, and Glory now obli- 
ged Prince Edmund to quit once more his dear A/- 
giiha, who cou'd not take her Farewel of him without 
a Torrent of Tears; but as ſhe knew the Neceſſity, 


and had a Courage ſuperior to her Sex, ſhe gave no 


other Tokens of her Weakneſs ; and tho” their parting 
was extremely moving, yet as it was occaſioned only by 
their common Good, they conform d to it without mur- 
muring. 

Tre King of England having called together a 
ſufficient Number of Forces, went to the Relief of his 


Provinces, and came by ſpeedy Marches very near the 


Danes. It was the Opinion of Prince Edmund, and 
ſeveral other great Generals, that it was better to harraſs 
the Army of their Enemies, by frequent Skirmiſhes, and 
inventing Stratagems, to get them into a more moun- 
tainous and rocky Part of the Country, than to come 
to a decifive Action; but Ethelred would not liſten 
to this Advice, and the two Armies being ſoon after in 
ſight of each other, and equally animated by a Deſire 
of Victory and Revenge, met with the utmoſt Fury; 


and tho' Erg/ard had frequently ſeen the Earth dyed 


with the Blood of her braveſt Men, yet never was there 
a more cruel Battle fought than this. The Victory was 
a long time doubtful ; but on the Cloſe of Day, in 
ipite of the Valour of the Father and Son, the Dares 
were Maſters of the Field; and all that Etbelred cou'd 


do after this Misfortune, was to garriſon ſome of his 
ſtrongeit 


11 


ſtrongeſt Places, and to return to-London with precipi- 
tation. 

Tuts unfortunate Monarch, ſtruck to the Heart with 
this laſt Defeat, purſued by the Image of Ethelgive, 
whoſe Life and Death was always preſent to his Me- 
mory, and quite preſſed down with Remorſe and Grief, 
was ſeiz'd at his Return with a violent Fever, of which 
he died in the Capital of his Kingdom, towards the 
Ind of the Year 1016, without ſettling the Order of 
Succeſſion. He had two Sons by Queen Emma, Alfred 
nd Edavard ; but their Youth, and the Confuſion of 
the Jimes, wou'd not permit her to attempt any thing 
in ſavour of their Pretenſions to the Crown : S9 that 
the Eſteem ſhe had for Prince Edmund, and the Know- 
ledge ſhe had; how perfectly worthy he was to be a 
King, made her gladly aſſent to the Voice of the whole 
Veoj le, that he ſhou'd reign; and he was accordingly 
proclaimed, and ſoon after crowned in the Abbey of 
Wi n iner, with the uſual Ceremonies, and more than 
ordinary Acclamations. 

Fri1s veuns; Monarch was no ſooner ſeated on the 
Throne, than he re-cftabliſhed his Army, and called 
the beautiful Arcitha and his two Children to Court. 
{he Arrival of this Princeſs made the publick Cala- 
mity a white forgot. The whole Court were charmed 
with her Perſon apd Behaviour; and throughout the 
Kingdom the Name of Aula was never mentioned 
without admiration. Queen Emma was linked with her 
in the moſt tender Amity ; and the King, Who was beſt 
acquainted with her Merit, and the great Knowledge 
ſhe had in the molt intricate Points of Policy, always 
conſulted ker in any Affair of Importance, taking her 
Advice above all others, in every thing that concerned 
the State, either foreign or domeſtick, and never had 
aun Occaſion to repent him of his Confidence. 

rk Dares, however, made the beſt uſe of their 
I:te Victory, and advanced with ail poſfble Speed to- 
wirls Lu bhr. This capital City of the Kingdom fur- 
niſned the new Monarch with very confiderable Sums, 
with which he ſoon put himſelf in a very good Poſture 
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of Defence ; but avoiding the Miſtake of £2he/:2d, he 
forbore giving them any ſet Battle, for the ſpace of a 
whole Year, by a continual Movement of his Forces, 
drawing them from place to place, and deſtroying Fo- 
rage, and all manner of Proviſions, wherever they muit 
paſs ; till they were ſo haraſſed and fatigued, that they 
muſt per force have quitted the Kingdom entirely, had 


1t not been written in the Beok of Fate, that the Chil- 


dren of Ethelgive ſhould, like their unhappy Mother, 
enjoy Felicity but for a ſhort Duration. 

WaHaiLlEs the Exgliſb Army was employed in theſe mi- 
litary Traverſes againſt Canute, Queen Er, a ſeem'd bu- 
ried in ſo profound a Sadneis, that the King was ſtrange- 
ly ſurprized at it. He thought, at firſt, that the Death 
of ZEthelred had been the Cauſe ; but, as he was not 
ignorant, that ſhe never had any great Paſſion for him, 
and that it was to her Duty and her Virtue alone, the 


 Regularity of her Conduct had been owing ; he was 


aſtoniſhed, that the Deference he paid her, the Reſpect 
he cauſed her to be treated with, and the ſtrict Friend- 
dip between her and Agi, ſhould give no Truce to a 
Grief, it ſeem'd to him, ſhe had fo little Occaſion for. 
But, as Women frequently make no ſ{cruple of reveal- 
ing to each other, what they hide with the utmoſt Cau- 
tion from thoſe of the other Sex, he flattered himſelf, 
the Queen, his Wife, might unfold the Myſtery of a 
Melancholy, ſo alarming to him and the whole Court. 
To this end, he — nothing that might induce her 
to betray the Secret, he imagined, was repoſed in her; 
but, fo far from anſwering his Expectations, ſhe aſſured 
him, ſhe was no leſs amazed than he had been, and that 
ihe had made many Efforts to penetrate into the Source 
of the Queen's Diſquiets, but never could be able to do 
it. She told him alſo, that ſhe had frequently ſeen 
Tears guſh from her Eyes, and Sighs iſſue ſrom her 
Breaſt, with ſuch Rapidity, as teſtified the Force with 
which they burſt thro' all Reftraint, and had a Source 
too weighty for Redreſs. She added, that ſhe had often 
pre led her to diſburden, aſſuring her of an eternal Se- 
crecy, but had never obtained any Anſwer from her, 
but ſuch as bore not the leaſt Reſemblance of won, 

an- 
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and ſerved to convince her the more, that what the la- 
boured under, was not only irremediable, but allo in- 
proper to be diſcovered. 

i'nts Diſcourſe of Agitha determined Edmund in his 
Reſolution, of finding out the Motives of the Queen's 
Complaint : The Obligations he had to her, had made 
him always regard her as his Mother ; and he thought 
Ir 2 Blemiſh to his Honour, that ſhe ſhould have any 
Cauſe of Diſcontent, in a Place where he was Maſter. 
Full of this Idea, he baniſhed all thoſe Scruples from 
his Breaſt, which had hitherto kept him from talking 
to her in uch a Manner, as ſhould not leave her the 
Power of refuſing what he aſked, and went directly to 
her Apartment. The perfect Freedom that reigned 
amang the Royal Family, aboliſhed all thoſe Ceremo- 

ies which are ſo much uſed by the Great; they fre- 
ouently ran mto each others moſt private Chambers, 
three or four times a-Day ; and it was owing to this 
good Intelligence among them, that King Zana came 
into the Cloſet of the fair Powager, without her being 
the leaſt appriſed of his Viſit. She was alone, fitting 
in an caſy Chair, leaning her Elbow on a Table, and 
her Head cn one Hand with a Handkerchief in it, 
while with the other ſhe held a little Picture, which ſhe 
cortemplated with ſuch Attention, that ſhe heard not 
the Noiſe the King made in entering. 

EDMUND locked on her for ſome Moments, wich- 
out ſpeaking ; but, advancing his Head to look on the 
Picture, was ſelzed with a mingled Vexation, and A- 
ſtoniſument, to find it was that of his moſt mortal 
Enemy, Cate, King of Dermirk. He could not no 
reſtrain himſelf from ſending forth a loud Cry, Which 
raiſed Emma from her Relvery, and making her fee 
who was the Witneſs of her Speculations, gave ſo cruel 
a Shock to the Modeſty of her Soul, chat, giving 
a great Shriek, ſhe dropt the Picture, and, at the 
ſame time, a Torrent of Tears poured down her 
Cheeks. The King was extremely touched, to ſee her 
in this State; but, willing to afture himſelf of what he 
but too truly conjectured, he took up the Picture, and 
lying it neat her on the Table, 1 aſk your pardon, 

E 2 Madam, 
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Madam, faid he, for having been the Cauſe of {9 vio- 
lent a Tumult in your Mind ; 1 was ſurprized, I mutt 
confeſs, at the Sight of ts Fil ture it brings te 
my Imagination, thoſe dreadful Objects, v.hich rot 3 
the Reſpect I have for you, can ever make me fore 
[ ſee there the Features of a Prince, who 29% 
twice made deſolate my Family and Kingdom 
a Prince, whole greateſt Pleafure is the Elood of my 
People —a Prince wio vanguiſhed and cettrcr ed 
my Father, who endeaveurs to rend from me the Eui— 
ſure; with my Lite; and, cont: mens who, in ſpite of 
ihe Injuries he has done us, and full weuld do, has 
jound the way to your Heart ke you burn in 
tecret for him, and to engage your Prayers, and good 
Withes, while T am endeav ouring to ſacrifice him to my 


—— — — 


Peor le, to my Glory, and to the Mares of my Father. 


SLE Madan: | added he, ofter a Pauſe, to what a 
creadful Situation you have reduced the unhappy E- 

7424 3 you have done fo: me every tender Cfhce of a 
Mo ther ; I have obeycd, ponoured, and 0 ed vou as a 
Son; but, if I now follow inviolab y the ] Laws fo dea 
a Name exacts from me, I mutt renounce my Tron 

ay Fame, and Life, into the Hands of my moit _ 
Foe; and, if I liſten, as I onght, to my Glory, to 


hat is owing to my Birth, and the Revenge of a dend 


Father, to the Preſervation of a whole Kingdom, and 


Tay proper Right, in purſuing Conute, with the Invete- 
racy he merits from me, in attacking his Life, I attack 
yours alſo ; and in piercing his Heart, give yours a 
mortal Wound Every Victory I ſhall gain over 
lim, will be ſo many Crimes againſt you — If 1 
diſpute with him, for Life and Lominion, become 
ungrateſul to you; and if I yield to him, I am vny-or- 
thy of living or of reigning Oh! Madam, 
think — think 

Heve the Agitations of his Mind grew too violent, 
to ſuffer him to procced ; and the Queen, who was, at 
leaſt, equally diſturbed, not having the Power of reply- 


ing to what he had been ſay; ng, they remained, ſor 


tome time, in 2 profound 81 lence.” At length, the King 
overcoming his Diſorders, reſumed his Diſcourſe, in 
thcſe Terms. An 
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An Madam! cried he, taking hold of both her Hana, 


relieve m2 from this terrible Dilemma : - I aſk not 
that you ould ceaſe to love; I know, by Experience, 
how little we are able to cet the Maſtery of that Pal- 
ſion; but, Oh! for pity, ſay ſomething that may help 
to dle my Uncaſtanding, quite dima'd and clouded 
by theſe dreadful Ideas; foint me the Means to unite 
my Glory to your Lose, and be my Mother fill. 

Kino Edmund prone unced theſe Words with an Ac 
tion ſo paſſic nate, ard ſubmiſhve. withal, that the Queen, 
who had a little recovered herſelf, was touched with 
them in the moſt ſenſible Manner; and, percciving 
it would be to little purpoſe to go about to diſguiſe 
a Flame, which her Imprudence had made maniſeſt, 

aiter having dry” J up her Tears, as much a poſſible, 
Yor. my Lord. ald je 2e, 5d GC my Son 5 any Pity TT 
your Iatancy, and Admiration of your Virtucs in Ma- 
turity, made ine conſider you as ſuch, nor ſhe Il any 
thing be ever capable of making me leſſen that Affec 
tion which Mothers feel for their own Offspring — 
whatever Sentiments have, of late, * ily docs d 
me, they cannot tranſport me beyond Wh ] owe to 
you, and to my{clf-——Thiak not that I deccive you, 
or that a falſe Wiſdem deceives me—— ] am guilty, 


and innocent at the ſame time —— guilty, in not having 


been able to defend myſelf from a miſplaced Tender- 
neſs; and innocent, in kecping it a Secret from the 
„hole World, and refolving to do fo for ever --— I 
ack nowledoe, that J love with Paſſion, yet ſhall not 
that Love drive me to commit any thinz to me rit 
ycur Reproaches — My Weakn 1efs has tin; pb 25 
over my Virtue, in making me love Came; but 
Virtue knous how to triuinph in its turn, over "al 
that would attack your Intercit and your Glory 3 
] love Camute, as King of Der man, but I detelt him as 
the Uſurper of England — and, fo far tom v iſn- 
ing him to be a Corqu: ror, I defire nothing more 
than to have him driven cut of your Territories 


the Fame he ha acquired by his Vittorics. here, the 
Laurels with which he is covered, has, perhaps, con- 


& 2 tributed 
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tributed to the fatal Inclination I have for him 


Fol. 


low him, my Lerd ! purſue him to the utmoſt Bounds 


of your Dominions- Chace him, with ſhame, to 
bide his Head in Denmark Deprive him of all 
Hope of any future Invaſion Do all againſt him, 
that Intereſt, Honour, Fame and Vengeance, can in- 
ſpire inſtead of being ungrateful to me, vou will 
go a great way to reſtore me to m y Peace, and, in the 
room of killing, give me better Life. 

Tno' this beautiful Queen really thought as ſhe 
ipoke, and Zdrimnd knew the had too much Greatneſs 
of Soul, to do any ching un» orthy of her, or unkind 
to him ; yet the heavy Melancholy that ſhewed itſelf 
thro) all her Air, and the Tenderneſs which, in ſpite of 
her Efforts, langu:mhed in her Eyes, on every Mention 
of the King of Denmari, made him eaſily judge how 
dear ſuch Reſolutions muſt coſt her: he lamented her 
tate, and his ow n, in being obliged to treat, as his molt 
cruel Er. emy, the only Man w hom this Princeſs thought 
worthy of her Love, and whom he ſhou'd have loved 
nimfeif, Bad it been any other than Carute. 

tes covid not reflect von this Turn of Fate, but as the 
greateſt of his Nisſortunes ; however, that he might 
8 augricnt the Queen's Grief, he feigned to be con- 
ent with the Reſolutions her Virtue had made her 
take; and ſo well knew how to make the beſt Advan- 
tage of her Confidence, that, by degrees, he drew from 
ber the whole Secret of her unhappy Paſſion. 

SHE confeſs'd to him, that her Heart had been ſen- 
ible of the Perfections of Canute, even while Erte/--/ 
Was living : That his Picture falling into her Han 
with other Jewels, taken after one of thoſe Battles, in 
which Eile had been victorious, it had betray 4 
her Jieut to a ſecret Liking, as it had now the Secret 
of her Liking ----- that imagining it no Preju- 
dice to her Virtue; to lock upon a Picture, ſhe had in- 
Culg'd the Pleaſure of conteniplating it, til! at laſt ſhe 
grew unable to take pleaſure in any other CONS 
ment; but that, when ſhe jbund the Iflect it had 
Wrought ON tor, Viroe 210. Duty Tot the eiter ot 
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[ack na ation, and ſhe threw it by with a firm Reſolution, 
to truſt the Danger of it no farther. The Death cf 
Ehelred, ſoon after leaving her Miſtreſs of herſelf, her 

former Fires rekindled in her Soul, and having the Cu- 
rioſity to enquire, if the Mind of Canute correſponded 
in any meaſure with his Payſiognomy, the Anſwers 
made to her on that Occaſion ſerved to confirm a Pai- 
ton, which before had taken but too deep a Root, and 
ſhe became inſenfibly devoted all to Love——— dhe 
proteſted, however, with the grcateſt Sincerity, that the 


Reflection, how greatly N‘, had ſuffered by his In- 


vaſions, and the Panzers to which Edlannd was con- 


tinually expoſed, thro his means, gave her moſt terri- 
ble Inquietudes, and occafioned the bittereſt Conſlifs in 
her Breaſt, between her Friendſhip for the one, and Pat- 
ſion for the other. "This, ſaid ſſie, your Majeſty ma 
eafily believe from the Exceſs of Melancholy, in which 
I have been invol; — and you may alſo believe, added 
ſhe, that I will racher die than entertain the leatt 
Thought contrary to what is owing from me to the 
State, to you, and to my own Glory. 

Tris Recital confirmed Edmund in Sentiments which 
were no way pleaſing to him: He knew, by himſelf, 


that Love, when oppoſed, becomes but the more vio- 


lent 3, and the Conſcquences of that which F-ma was 
poſſoſſed of, made him tremble : For, tho' he knew ſhe 


Was incapable of Treaſon, yet he could not hinder him- 
elf from fearing it would contribute ſome day to the Loſs 


of the Kingdom. But he let fall nothing hefore her, which 
could give > her room to gueſs what Apprehenſ ons they 
were that troubled him; and having done the beſt he could 
to conſole her, and aſturcd her of an inviolable Secrecy, 
took his leave; impatient to acquaint his dear A giiba, and 
conſult with her on means to prevent the Misfortunes, 
which he thought were threatned by the Queen's Paſſion. 
Fur young Queen was extremely ſurprized at the 
Detail her Huſband made to her of this Adventure; 
but as Women, of how great Genius ſoever, fee not io 


fir as Men in Matters of "Gore ernment, ſhe thought the 


King had no reaſon to be ſo much alarmad at a thing 
E 4 W hich, 
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which, according to her Idea, might prove a very fa- 
vourable Accident. 

How vr x, bethinking her what was bef to do, and 
having a very r ready Wit, ſhe adviſed the King to get 
ſome proper Perſon to inipire Caunte, if poſſible, with the 
lame Semtiments as Emma. She reminded him, that if 
ſuch a Marriage cou'd be brought about, it might hx 
the Happineſs "of both Kingdoms by a laſting Peace; 
and, ſaid ſhe, I can find nothing improbable in ſuch a 
hope : The King of Denmaré is young, and by conſe- 
quence ſuſceptible of Paſton ; Queen Emma is no more 
thaa twenty-four, and allowed to be one of the moſt 

eautiful FrinceZes in Ezrope——— there is all the 
Appearance in the World, that he will not he inſenſible 
of 40 many Charms the greateſt Lifticulty con- 
ſiſts in the Choice of one capable of carrying on an 
Affair of ſo much Importance; one whoſe Fidelity is 
proof againſt all manner of Temptations, and whoſe 
Wit and Addreſs know how to conduct it without ſeem- 
ing to be intereſted in it. When among the Princes of 
your Court, puriucd ſhe, you have found one thus qua- 
liked, I dare anſwer for the Succeſs of the Deſign. But 
while this is carrying on, I wou'd have your Majeſty 
redouble your Efforts Be expclling the Daniſb Forces out 
of your Kingdom, and continue all manner of Hoflili- 


ties, to the end nothing may be ſuſpected ; and in caſe 
our Endeavours ſhou'd fail on one hide, nothing ſhou'd. 


be hazarded on the other. 

Ta1s Couniel appeared fo good, that the King of 
England heſitated not a Moment, if he ſhou'd put it 
in practice; but it was agreed” between them, that 

ueen Eni ſhou'd be kept ignorant of the Defipy, 
leit ſhe ſou'd flatter herſeif with falſe Hopes, and 
the Conſequence grow ſtill worſe. Edin being now 
determined, caſt in his Mind by what means he cou'd 
beit execute this Project : Many Stratagems he invent- 
ed; but finding ſome Impe diment to them all, he 
revealed the whole Aqair to Prince Aldric, Wo, he 
knew, neld a Correſpond: encs with ſeveral great Men 
about Carts, and whoic Zcal ang Friendſhip for hiin 

had 
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bad been manifeſted in the time of his Marnage with 
Alzitha berg kept ſecret. 

Tu 1s illuſtrious Favourite was charmed above mea- 
ſure, wich the Confidence his Royal Maſter repoſed in 
him; and the more fo, becauſe he thought it more in 
his po ver than any other Prince about Court to ſerve 
nim on this occaſion: He had a very great Intimacy 
with Count Raz! D'Aſting, a young Nobleman of Den- 
mark; who, from his Iafancy, had been brought up 
with Canute, and was extremely beloved by him. Du- 
ring all theſe Wars between the two Nations, Airic and 
he had conſtantly wrote to each other ; but as they both 
were perfecty faithful to their Sovereigns, nothing paſt 
between them any way prejudicial to their reſpective Coun- 
tries, their Letters turning for the molt part on Love and 
Gallantry ; and if they were filled up with News of any 
kind, it was only who had the Happineis to pleaſe ſuch 
a Lady, or who had been falſe to ſuch a one. 

THz King of Euu had often taken pleaſure ia 
reading theſe Letters, and would rally Aldric on his 
Friendſhip for Nasal, calling him the loving Enemy; 
and it ſeemed exceeding probable, that Cute, with 
whom the Count was no leſs free, than Alaric had the 
Honour of being with King Edmund, alſo read what 
was ſent to his favourite from Exgland: And it was 
this Suppoũtion that gave birth to a Contrivance, which 
carried with it a greater Promiſe of Succeſs than any 
had before been thought on. 

Mr Lord, /aid Aldric, your Majeſty may perceive, 
the Count makes no Secret to me of his Gallantries ; 
he is perpetually on the Subje& of Love, and writes 
very lezrnedly on the Pains and Pleaſures of that Paſ- 
fon. In my Anſwers, I have farther entertained him 
with the Amours of others than myſelf ; and, as I never 
have confeſt a Tenderneſs, he imagines me either more 
inſenſible, or more difcreet than himſelf. But to which 
ever of theſe Motives my Silence, on that head, is ow- 
ing, he tells me, I am equally Worthy of Reproach ; 
becauſe, ſays he, not to be ſuſceptible of the Power of 
Beauty, is to be incapable of every thing a Man of Ho- 
nour ſhould be proud of; and to maintain a Reſerye to 
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him, who ſteely lays open his Soul to you, is to be un- 
grateful and unjuſt to the Laws of Friendſhip, which 
demand Secret for Secret. Thus, every way, he renders 
me a guilty Perſon. 

Now, my Lord, continued he, I will take this Op- 
1 of putting a falſe Confidence in him, and ac- 

nowledging, that there are Charms in Woman-kind, 
worthy of enſlaving me. Send him the Picture of 
Queen Emma, as of the Lady who has made a Convert 
of me; I ſcarce doubt, but he will ſhew both that and 
the Letter to the King of Denmark ; and, accordingly, 
as the thing ſucceeds, we ſhall know how to proceed. 
Should the Portraiture of that admirable Princeis make 
the Impreſſion we wiſh, on the Heart of Canute, it will 
be eaſy to undeceive Raoul; but if that Prince ſhould 
remain inſenſible of her Perfections, there will be no 
need to controvert the Error of his Favourite. 

TH1s little Plot pleaſed the King ſo well, that he de- 
fired no Time might be loſt ; and that nothing might 
be wanting, he gave him a little Picture of the Queen 
Dowager, which had been drawn by a moſt excellent 
Hand, and was her perfect Reſemblance. A/4ic thus 
furniſhed with the principal Material for his Deſign, 
went immediately about the Execution of it, in the 
lame manner, as he had told che King. 

WHILE Edmund and his Confidant were thus em- 
ploy'd, Queen Emma finding herſelf much caſter, ſince 
the Conſeſhon ſhe had made to the King, and that the 
Subject of her Fear was, indeed, that of her Conſola- 
tion, rendered an exact Account of all the Sentiments 
of her Soul to Algitha, thinking it a little unjuſt to de- 
prive her of the Knowledge of a Secret ſhe had impart- 
ed to her Huſband. | 

Tx1s Mark of Friendſhip from the beautiful Dowa- 
ger, perſuaded the Queen of the Innocence of her In- 
tentions ; and, as ſhe proteſted ſhe viould omit nothing 
which might aſſiſt her to expel the Idea of Conte 
from her Breaft, ſhe was not without Hope, that her 
Endeavours would ſucceed. She ſtrengthened her in 
ais Reſolve, by all the Arguments ſhe was able to al- 
ledee, Lüngling with her Remonſtrances, the moi! 
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tender Aſſurances of the Part the took in her Diſquiets. 
King Eamund joined his own Efforts, with thoſe of his 
Wite, to alleviate her Melancholy; and ſhe was too 
ſenſible of the daily Proofs they gave her, of the moſ 
diſintereſted Friendſhip, not to eadeavour, at leaſt, to 
ſeem more cheerful in their preſence. 

Fu Danih Count no ſooner received the Pacquet 
from Prince 4/dric, than he went to the Tent of Ca- 
te, in order to open it before him; this being a Mark 
of Deference, which both the Favourites paid their Mo- 
narchs, to prevent all Suſpicions, that any thing paſſed 
in this Intercourſe of Letters, to the Prejudice of the State. 

Some Officers of the Army being with the King of 
Denmark, when Raoul entered, he was obliged to poſt- 
pone the Satisfaction of his Curioſity, till their Depar- 
ture; but, as ſoon as they were alone together, the 
Count haftily broke the Seal, and found the Picture, 
and theſe Words. 


Prince ALDRic, to the Count D*'AsTinG. 


cs J Joix with you, that nothing teſtifies a rude un- 

poliſhed Mind, fo much as to be inſenſible of 
© Beauty; and am ſo much piqued at your believing 
me capable of it, that I have reſolved to break thro' 
© all Conſiderations to prove the contrary—— Examine 
« well the Picture I now ſend you, and judge if it be 
« poſſible to retain an Indifference at the Sight of an 
Object ſo enchanting —— But tho' the Painter has 


very much ſhewn his Skill, yet, were you to behold 


the Original, you wou'd perceive how infinitely Na- 
ture tranſcends Art | 
«« prefſible Graces in the Life, which Sculpture canndt 


© figure out, nor Imagination, without ſeeing them, 


«© conceive Do me the Favour to let me know 
« how you approve my Choice, when you return the 
Picture; which, were I not aſſured your Heart was 
« already prepoſſeſt, I ſhould not have truſted to your 
« Eyes, fearing to have made a Rival of the deareſt of 
« my Friends.” ALDR1C. 
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Tus King of Denmark liſtened attentively to the 
Contents of this Letter, While his Eyes were buſy in 
examining the beautiful Picture; which, after Racul 
had left off reading, he-continued to gaze on, with 
ſach Tokens of Admiration in his Countenance, as made 
that Favorite judge, that Prince A/dric had created a 
Rival much more dangerous than himſelf; and, by way 
of Prevention to what he looked upon as fo great a 
Misfortune to his Friend, he told Canute, whom he 
knew violent in his Nature, and capable of enterpriziug 
any thing for the Gratification of his Humour, that 
Prince Alaric was the moſt gay and whimſical Perſon 
in the World, and that he believed he had ſent him the 
picture of ſome Lady, perhaps, of his own Family, 
long fince dead; or elſe, that it was only a Reſemblance 
of ſomething imprinted in the Painter's Imagination, 


rather than the real Likeneſs of any Woman, by which 


he imagined to baffle the Ridicule he had long inade on 
his Inſenſibility. 

Tu King cou'd not forbear laughing at this Suppo- 
{:tion of the Count's; and after having pauſed a little, 
And why, ſaid he, may it not as well be the true Re- 
femblance of ſome Charmer in the Euglih Court 
You know, this Iſland has always been as famous for 
the Beauty of the Woinen, as for the Valour and Ge- 
neroſity of the Men——Por my part, I am reſolved to 
believe, becauſe it pleaſes me to do fo, that there is a 
Face in the World, Miſtreſs of the ſame divine Attrac- 
tions that this Painting promiſes ; and if you wou'd de- 
ſerve the Confidence I have always placed in you, in- 
form yourſelf of the Name and Quality of this inchant- 
ing Unknown: My Heart takes a more than ordinary 
Intereſt in her Fate, and I muſt know the Truth — 
Oblige your Friend, therefore, to ſatisfy my Curioſity, 
and let him know, you never will return the Picture, 
till my Demands are fully ſatisfied. 

THe Count D' Zing was ſtrangely perplexed how to 
behave in this Affair; he thought it was the utmoſt 
Breach of Friendſhip, not to return Prince Aaric his 
Picture, without exacting a Price from him, which he, 
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the Cauſe of his Diſquiets to the King, and conjured 
lim not to turn into Gallantry, what might poffibly be 
an Affair of the greateſt Importance to his Friend; but 
Canute, who, with many good Qualities, had an ade- 
quate Share of Faults, and who 1magined, that to the 


Name of Monarch every thing was permitted, anfwer'd | 
him fiercely, that he was retolved to keep the Piece, þ 
that the Happineſs of his ſuture Life depended on the 6 


Knowledge of the Original, and that he expected to be 
gratified by his means. It was in vain, that the Count 
alledged a thouſand Arguments to the contrary ; the | 
impatient King was not to be prevailed upon : And all 
be cou'd obtain from him, was his leave to acquaint o 
Prince Aldric with the true Reaſons that his Picture was 
not ſent back. - 

RAOUL was, however, obliged to content himſelf 
with this Condeſcention, and immediately wrote an An- 
{wer to the Prince, in theſe Terms. 


RAOUL D*asTiNnG to Prince ALDR1E. 


* we * 1 ET 2 ug 
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Now with the Inſenſibility J have ſo often taken 
i the liberty to reproach you with, were really true; 
«- to the End you might ſupport the Loſs of your Picture 
« with leſ3 Pain; I fay, the Loſs of it, for I fear it is 
„ in hands whence it will not eaſily be recovered —— 
The ſupreme Authority has made a Seizure of it, 
and teſtifies ſuch an Impatience to know the beautiful 
«© Original, as convinces me, you are not the only Per- 
« fon on whom her Charms have made an Impreſſion 
0 His Majeſty has commanded me to uſe my ut- 
« moſt Efforts, for the Diſcovery of the Name. and | 
Condition of this Object of his, and your Admiration 


r 


* Suk r 


40 Satisfy my enquiry, if your Heart will permit 
«« you to do to ; and pardon the enforced Neceſſity I 
am under of breaking thro' the Laws of Friendſtup, 
to fulfil thoſe exacted by a Duty which is ſacred to 
«. me. * 


RAOUL D'AsTInG, 


ALDRIC 
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ALDRIC opening this Letter, as the former, in the 
preſence of his Prince, that Monarch was extremely 
pleaſed at the Succeſs of his Project, and made him 
write that Moment to the Count, in the following 
Manner. 


Prince Al Dñaic, to the Count D' AsrIx G. 


« CINCE this A#tir is become ſerious, my dear 
op Count, I muſt relinquiſh all the Pleaſure I took 
in deceiving you: If the Picture your Monarch de- 
« tains, were that of the real Object of my Paſſion, I 
. ſhould not, perhaps, be ſo eaſily prevailed upon, to 
« diſcover her Name; but you will eafily believe, I 
dare entertain no other for her, than that profound 
Reſpect and Attachment which is owing from a Sub- 
«« ze to his Sovereign, when I acquaint you, that it 15 
« the admirable Emma of Normandy, Queen Dowager 
« of England, whole Reſemblance I had the Preſump- 
« tion to ſend you : But, as one ought never to make 
&« Perſons of her Rank the Subjects of our Diverſion, 
I beſeech you, that ours may end here, and this Ad- 


«© venture remain a Secret.“ 
ALDRIC. 


Kinc Edmund doubted not, but this Letter would 
have the Effect it was intended for, on the Heart of 
Canute, and was flattering himſelf with moſt pleaſing 
Ex ectations, that this long and dreadful War might 
nd, at laſt, in Harmony and Love, when he was at- 
tacked by a moſt terrible Indiſpoſition, occaſioned, as 
ſome ſay, by the Fatigues he had ſuſtained in the 
Field; but according to others, by the Malice and 
PF reachery of Edric St reen, Duke of Mercia, and Son- 
in-law to Ethelred, It is certain, that he had ſecretly . 
aſſiſted the Danes, in the firſt Deſcent they made in 
England, and had ever ſince betrayed the Coun- 
cits, both of Erhelred and Edmund; but whether he 
contributed to the Fate of the latter, I will not pre- 
tend to determine, neither is it of any Conſcquence 


to the preſent Hiſtory: So I ſhall only ſay, that the 


Symp- 
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Symptoms of this Diſeaſe no ſooner appeared on the 
King, than he was judged, by his Phyſicians, to be paſt 
hope of Life. 

Trex ſecond Day of his Sickneſs, which was the 
ourth before his Death, he ſent for the Earl of Kent, 
his Prime Miniſter, and, in the Preſence of Queen 
Emma, Algitha, and his Privy-Council, gave him ne- 
ceſſary Inſtructions for carrying on the War, againft the 
Danes, that as little as poſſible might be left to Chance; 
and afterwards deſiring all to withdraw, but the two 
Queens, who were overwhelm'd in Tears, 1 die, Ma- 
dam, ſaid he, addreſſing himſelf to Enna, and at a 
Time when my Life would be more uſeful than ever, to 
Perſons who are moſt dear to me : Heaven will not per- 
mit me to ſee the Execution of my Deſigns; and no 
more remains for me, than the Hope you will protect 
always, and even againſt Canute himſelf, the precious 
Relicks I put into your Hands. Tis this unhappy Prin- 
ceſs, continued he, embracing Algitba, and my two 
Children; in ſpite of the Precautions I have taken, 
and the Orders you juſt now heard me give, I foreſee 
the Deſtiny of Eng/and———— —— Your Charms, fair 
Dowager, may ſoften your Enemy; but that Love 
which, perhaps, will oblige him to reſpe&t my Bro- 
thers, becauſe they are your Sons, will not have the 
{ame Regard for mine —Forfake them not, Ma- 
dam, but vouchſafe to repay the Children that invio- 
lable Attachment you have found from the Father. 
And you, my dear Princeis, ſaid he to Alitha, re- 
member you are a Mother, as well as a Wife; and 
let not Grief, for an irremediable Misfortune, render 
vou unable to be ſerviceable to thoſe who will have 
need of you —— Preſerve yourſelf ſor thoſe ſweet 
Pledges of our mutual Affection ———1I know how 
hard this Separation is I judge your Agonies 
by my own ; and that which now makes Death ter- 
rible to me, will, I fear, render Life inſupportable 
to you However, my dear Algitha, we 
muſt both endeavour to triumph over this Weak- 
neſs I muſt ſummon all my Stock of -Cou- 


rage, to enable me to leave you as I ought, and you 
to 
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to defend cur young Innocents from the Fury of our 
Enemies Heaven commands you to do fo, added 
he again, ſnatching her to his Arms; and I conjure 
vou to do it, by all that perfect Love, that ardent 'T'en- 
derneſs, by which we have been united. 

IT was in vain the deſolate 4/citha made many En- 


deavours to reply to this melancholy Diſcourſe ; Words 


were too mean, to expreis a Sorrow iuch as hers; Tears 
and Sighs were the only Language ſhe could put in 
practice; and if ſhe teſtihed any thing like a Promiſe 
to do as he defired, it was only by the Force of her 
Embraces. Queen Emma ſeemed in a Condition not 
leis pitiful ; every one of theſe Noble Perſons ſtood in 


the utmoſt need of Conſolation, yet employed all the 


Faculties Grief had left them, to conſole cach other. 
The four laſt Days of his life were paſſed in this Em- 
ployment ; but the Violence of his Diſtemper, at laſt, 
triumphing over his natural Strength, and the Great- 
neſs of his Courage, he reſigned his Soul, in a deep 
Sigh, on the Boſom of his beloved Agitba. 

Tavs England loſt the moſt amiable Prince it ever 
had.; a Prince who poſſefed all the Beautics of his Mo- 
ther, and the Virtues of his Father, without any of his 
Faults; Nature had aſſembled in him, all thoſe great 
Qualities, which, ſingly, make other Men paſs for He- 
rozs : He was beloved by his Courtiers, ado: ed by his 
People, feared. by his Enemies, and reſpected by the 
one and the other. 

- IF it be true, that our Afflictions are ſoſte ned by the 
Intereſt ve ſee others take in them, thoſe of the two 
Royal and unhappy Dowagers muſt have received great 
Conſolation, by the publick Sorrow. 'There was a ge- 
neral Mourning throughout all the Kingdom, a Mourn- 
ing of the Heart, as well as Habit: They looked not 
fad, or wore Black, becauſe it was their Duty to do ſo, 
but becauſe their Love and Eſteem for the dead Mo- 
narch would not ſuffer them to do otherwiſe: And in 
their Sighs and unfeigned Melancholy, might be read, 
a better Panegyrick on his Virtues, than in the moſt 


eloquent Words. 
THERE 
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Tux xx was ſcarce a Subject, who in loſing this ad- 
mirable Prince did not imagine he had loſt a Father, a 
Protector, a Benefactor, and a Friend. The publick 
Mis fortune was lamented as a particular one, by every 
particular Member of the Commonwealth : Nothing 
was to be ſeen but Tears, nothing to be heard but 
- Groans. The preſent Situation of the State rendered 
the Calamity yet more dreadful; and Hope, which, 
they ſay, is the laſt Paſſion that forſakes the Mind, had 
now no longer any Reſidence among the £rg/15. 

Tux Earl of Kent, Prime Miniſter to King Zdnund, 
was the only Perſon among his Subjects, to whoſe Inte- 
reſt his Death ſeemed propitious. The King of Dex- 
mark no ſooner heard the loſs Erg/and had ſuſtained, 
than he began to attempt the Fidelity of this Miniſter, 
by very advantagious Offers ; and as fince the laſt Let- 
ter of Prince Aldric to the Count D'Afing, he had 
joined to his immeaſurable Ambition, an equal Paſtion 
for Queen Emma, he ſpared neither Prayers nor Promi- 
ſes, to oblige the Earl to facilitate his Conqueſt of the 
Kingdom, 

He Earl, in whoſe Soul Avarice was the reigning 
Paſſion, accepted his Preſents, and liſtned to the Propo- 
ſals made him on this ſcore ; and at length being wholly 
won over to his Party, he amuſed the two Queens and 
the whole Council by various Pretexts, while Canate 
arrived, without obſtacle, even to that Port of the 
Kingdom which was neareſt the Capital, 

On the firſt News of his Approach, Queen Alg:tha 
no longer doubting but they were betraycd, retired with 
her Family to S:«4/2rt, having firſt adviſed Euma to 
ſend the two Sons the had by Ethelred into ſome Place 
of ſafety; but carefully concealed all ſhe knew of the 
Paſſion Carute had for her, fearing it might make her 
depend too much on the Power of. her Chaims, and 
neglect the Means of preſerving thoſe precious Remains 
of the Royal Family; on the contrary, ſhe deicrived 
that Prince as cruel and ambitious, and one wag, 
wherever he overcame, wou'd act rather as a Tyrant, 
than a gencrous Conqueror. 
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WrarT Prepoſſeſſion ſoever this Princeſs had in favour 
of the Royal Dane, as ſhe was intirely ignorant of his 
Sentiments, ſhe thought it beſt to take the Counſel of 
Algitha, in caſe their Forces ſhould not be able to re- 
pulſe the Enemy; which Hope, ſhe, at firſt, flattered 
herſelf and People with, but a little Time ſhewed her 
the Vanity of it. She was informed of the ſceret Cor- 
reſpondence the Earl held with him; and, as that Mi- 
niſter had every thing at home in his power, ſhe no 
longer hefitated in what manner to behave ; and, ha- 
ving diſguiſed the Princes, her Sons, put them into the 
hands of Servants ſhe could truſt, who travelled with 
them thro' by and unſuſpected Roads, till they got to 
a Ship, which carried them ſafe to Normandy, where 
Duke Nichard received them with the ſame Generoſity 
he had beſore ſliewed to King Esbelrrd their Father. 

WHILE this was doing, the Earl of Kent being en- 
tirely won over to the Danes, no longer made a She 
of Obedience to the Remains of Trhelred and Edmund; 
but having all Things in Ladin in his power, as Pic 
Streon ad in the North cf Euglaud, they jointly ſub- 
mitted the whole Kingdom to Canute ; for which Treaſon, 
they were both preferred to the greateſt Employments un- 
der him, and the Earl of Kent married a natural Daughter 
of that Monarch's, called Thera, Siſter to Prince Haro/?. 

Many of the great Lords, who in their Hearts, were 
well affected to the Royal Family, yet perceiving there 
was no longer Hope of eſtabliſhing them on the Throne, 
went with the Torrent, and ſeemed to approve what it 
was in vain for them to oppoſe. 

OxrDeRs being iſſued out for the States of the King - 
dom to aſſemble, Canute was acknowledged by them as 
lawful King of Erg/and ; after which, he made a mag- 
nificent Entry into the Capital, and was crowned with 
the ſame Ceremonies, as if the Crown had deſcended 
to him from his Ancettors. 

Tu Triumph of his Inſtallation was no ſooner over, 
than be began to think of that which touched his 
ſofter Inclination ; in ſpite of his Ambition, and na- 
tural Fierceneſs, the Charms of Queen Hamm hung a- 
Out 
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bout his Heart, and made him look upon himſelf as but 
half a Conqueror, till he had ſubdued her. 

TH 1s Princeſs had quitted the Palace, before the En- 
try of the new King, and retired to a Houſe ſhe had 
built during the Life of Ethelred; the Diſorders of the 
State, and thoſe of her own Mind, involved her in the 
moſt heavy Melancholy; the Confuſion of the Times 
had not diminiſhed her Paſſion, and ſhe reproached her- 
ſelf inceſſantly, for loving a Prince, whom ſhe ought 
to have regarded as the moſt crue] of her Enemies. 
She was irreſolute, whether ſhe ſhould go into Normanay, 
or wait in Z:g/znd to endeavour to form a Party, in 
_ favour of her Sons, in caſe any favourable Accident 
ſhould happen, to make the People, who are always fond 
of Novelty, deſirous of recalling them; when Carute 
tent, to defire Leave to viſit her. Such a Meſſage raiſed 
a Tumult in her Breaſt, which it is not very eaty to ex- 
prefs ; and ſhe had not Time to compoſe herſelf enough for 
a Reply, before ſhe ſaw that Monarch enter, followed by 
the principal Lords of his Court, both Doves and Erngi/h. 
But the Pomp with which he was inviron'd, attracted 
not the Eyes of this fair Queen : -It was his Perſon alone, 
that ſeem'd worthy her Regard. Nor was the Paſhon ſhe 
was poſſeſs'd of for him, the only Advantage he had; 
for he was truly a graceful Prince, well made, had an 
Infinity of Wit, and Fire in his Eyes; and tho' he 
was exceeding affable, had a certain Air of Grandeur, 
which accompanied all his Words and Actions. 

Tusk exterior Perfections finiſhed the Conqueſt of 
this Princeſs, and if ſhe loved before, ſhe now adored ; 
but, how deep ſoever was the Impreſſion ſhe received, 
her Beauty made no leſs on the tranſported Monarch ; 
and as the Flame they both confeſs'd, had been inſpired 
only by lifeleſs Paintings, which, at beſt, cou'd be but 
the Shadows of their real Graces, to behold all that 
had enſlaved them, accompanied by the Charms of 
Speech and Motion, now faſten'd the Chain, beyond 
the Power of human Art to looſe. 

Bur, as it is not the Hiſtory of their Amonrs, I am 
«bout to recite, nor that any remarkable Incidents 
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happened in the Courſe of their Courtſhip, I ſhall con- 
tent myſelf with teliing you, that only reciprocal Com- 
pliments were the Subject of this Converſation ; and 
that, on the next Day, he ſent the Earl of Kent to wan 
upon the Queen, with. {everz] magnificent Preſents from 
him, and to entreat ſhe would return to her Apartmen 
in the Palace, where, he aflured her, ſhe ſuould find 
the ſame Homage, and reſpectful Treatment, as when 
her Huſband Etfelfed was living, and King of England. 
Bur Emma, who had the utmoit Detefation for the 


Earl, on account of his Treaſons, would receive nothing 


from his Hands, nor return any Aniwer to the Offers 


tne King made her, through him: So that he was obli- 


ged to quit her, very ill ſatisfied, that he had not bee 


able to obtain Forgiveneis from a Princeſs Who had 


been, and he eafily ſaw would be again his Sovereign. 
He was no ſooner gone, than the Queen, ſenſible of the 
Conſideration Cart? had teſtiſied for, her, went to Court 
and thanked him, in Perſon, for the Favours he had 
offered. This ſecond Interview increaſed the mutual 


Admiration they had of each other; and the King, 


who was naturally impatient, reſolved not to delay 
giving her an Explanation of his Deſires; But, perce:v- 
ing the little Ear ſhe was willing to give to any thing 


the Earl of Kent ſhould ſay, would make no Propoſals 
to her thro? his Mouth, but entreated ſhe would allow 


him a particular Audience, having, as he told her, a 
Buſineſs to communicate, in which himſelf was the 
moſt proper Ambaſ.ador. 

THE Queen, who, ty this time, was a pretty gond 
Judge what paſted in the Heart of this enaznourd Prize, 
debated a little within herſelf, if ſhe ſhowd grant What 
he deſired. But Love ſoon got the better of that ſcru- 


pulous Modeſty, which would have reſuſcd him; and 


flattering herſelf, that it was more for the Intereſt of 


her Children, than to 1 her own Inclinations, that 


influenced her to conſent to this Meeting, ſhe ſuffered 
herſelf to yield to his Arguments, and an Hour was {ct 
apart for it, 


Tat 
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Tur Time, perhaps, by both Parties equally wiſt'd 
for, being arrived, Comute went to her Apartment; : 
t. ctr Converſation was private, no Perſon on either 
de being permitted to enter the Room here they 
were; but there appeared ſuch an Air of Contentment 
in both their Faces, after it, that thoſe who ſaw them, 
believed the King had made ſome Propoſals, which ſh: 
zd received without Diſdain. *Tis poſſible, ſome there 
ere who cuelicd at the Truth; but none were igno- 
rant of it any longer than the next Day, when Canute 
ty Orders, that every thing ſhould be prepared for 
e Ceremony of toe ir Marriage; and ſummoning his 
Council ſpe oke to them, to this eHect: 

MV Lo! nds. ſaid he, I am about to give you 2 Queen: ; 
} flatter mytelf, your. Anprobation will go hand in hand 
with my Deſires, ſince the Princeſs I have made choice 
of, is one whom you are accuitomed to obey +---— I 
believe, continued he, I need ſa no more, to make 
von know it is the 1nco: ” 1s rable Ema, of Ner mandy, 
Dowager of King Erlil-ed | 

Tus Soecch was a nfwered by a general 24 zuſe; 
and, in a few Days afcer, the Nui "tials vere celebrated, 
in the Chapel of the Palace Royal, the Archbiſhop of 
York having the Honour to join their Hands. 

Nor k TNG was now to be ſezn in the Ex lib Court 
but Feaſting, Dancing, Tilts, L'ournaments, and all 
imaginable "Demonſ-ations of Joy, which lated for fix 
Weens; in which Time, Carute having diſcovered to 
his Queen by what 3 ans he came to 5 her Picture, 
ſne doubted not, if the had owed her good Fortune to 
tie Contrivance of King Ealnutd, and = t he had ſe- 
cretly endeay oured to bring about this Union. The 
Truth of this Imagination being afterward confirmed to 
her by Prinze Adric, brought fret into her Mind, the 
Virtues of that great King, and the Obligations ſhe had 
to his FriendCiip ; and ſhe thought ſhe could no: better 
teftify her Gratitude, than by ſharing her Happineſs 
with his illuttcious Widow 

Sur wrote a Letter full of Tenderneſs to Aleitha, 
conjuring her to come to Court, where ſhe Ny 
er, 
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her, ſhe ſhou'd meet with the ſame Reſpect as herſelf; and 
to engage her to do ſo, ſhe infinuated, that this Proof of 


Complaiſance to her, wou'd be the means to bind Carte 
to the Intereſt of her Sons; and proteſting, that ſhe wou'd 
uſe her utmoſt Power with that Monarch, to oblige him 
to treat the young Princes as became their Birth. 

Bur the prudent 4/g:the, who knew the Diſpoſition 
of Canute much better than did the Queen his Spouſe, 
and had reaſon to dread the Safety of her Sons, if in 
his power, returned her Thanks for this Civility ; but 
excuſed herſelf from accepting it, by urging, that no- 
thing either the new King or herſelf cou'd beſtow, 
wou'd be able to compenſate for the lively Grief ſhe 
muſt be overwhelmed in, at the fight of Objects which 
cou'd only ſerve to remind her of her paſt Felicities 
and preſent ſad Reveric that it wou'd be impoſſible 
for her to live in a Court, where every thing was ſub- 
mitted to the Laws of a Stranger, who filled the Throne 
of her Huſband, and where her Sons, born to Monar- 
chy, mult be look'd upon as private Perions ; and con- 
cluded with wiſhing, ſhe might long enjoy the Happi- 
neſs ſhe fo juſtly merited. | 

UEEN Emma, who believed tne true Motive for her 
Refutal was her Apprehenſions of the Fate of her Sons, 
and began alſo more and more to ſee into the Humour 
of the King, forbore preſſing any farther, but begged, 
they might always hold a Correſpondence by Letters ; 
which the other conſented to with the greateſt Satif. 
faction. And there paſled between theſe two beautiful 
Princeſſes, a great Number of Letters, worthy of the 
Hands who wrote them, and which, had they been 
tranſmitted to Poſterity, might have been glorious Ex- 
citements to Virtue for ſucceeding Ages. 

ENGLAND was now in perfect Tranquillity; the 
People pleaſed above meaſure, that Canute had ſeated 
Emma with him on the 'Throne, ſubmitted chearfully 
to his Government: All the Forts, and Places of Im- 
portance, were garriſon'd with his Forces, except that 
of Sickfort, and ſome other ſmaller Caftles in the Pol- 
ſemen of Aloitha, which he had that — 

or 
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ſor her not to demand the Poſſeſſion of, and which fe had 
aſſured him, ſhould never be withheld to his prejudice. 

CANUTE was now the moſt formidable of all the 
Princes of Eure; he was poſteſs d of England, Den- 
mark, and Nerway ; he had a great Army at Land, and 
no leſs powerful a Navy at Sea. Add to this, he was 
Maſter of immenic "Treaſures, which are the Sinews of 
War; was very vigorous, and in the Prime of his Years. 
With all theſe Advantages, he fancied it eaſy for him 
to ſettle the Monarchy of theſe three Kingdoms, -in a 
perpetual Succeſuon, on his Pofterity, He ſaw no Ob- 
ſtacles to this great Deſign, but the Life of the young 
Princes, Sons to Emma and Algitha; and, as often as he 
reflected there were {ach Perſons in the World, it gave 
him a Regret, which had, perhaps, been fatal to thoſe 
Royal Youths, could he have found convenient means 
to compafs his Intent. He communicated his Senti- 
ments to the Larl of Kent, a Man no leſs ambitious and 
cruel than himſelf, and who, by being Son-in-law to 
Zilulned, and Brother, by Mariage, to the preſent 
King, was not without Hopes of being, one Day, able 
to mount the Throne himſelf, if once theſe Frinces were 
removed; Carwe having, as yet, no legitimate Off- 
ipring. In this View, ae heſitated not to adviſe the 
king to make away with all the Princes of the Blood 
Royal, and to begin with the Sons of King Edmund, 
and Prince Edwin, ſccond Son of Ethelred, by his firſt 
Wife Ethe/give: Who, being now grown to Maturity, 
lived at Court, and to whom the Policy of Canute al- 
lowed a Penfhon ſufficient to maintain him, according 
to the Grandeur of his Birth. 

Tus Counſel was too obliging to the ſecret Wiſhes 
of the King, not to have it followed, provided there 
could be a poſſibility of it. The Fate of Edwin was 
caly to be brought about, but that of the two young 
Princes, Sons to Edmund, ſeemed much more difficult: 
Algitha had them continually under her own Eye, in 
the Caitle of Sichert; and, ſhould they go about to 
take them from her by force, the whole Nation would 
riſe in their Defence : It would only, thereſore, 2 by 

tata. 


o 


4 


— . ͥ ꝗ BF— — — — — — 


—_— — — ———— 
— : l —_— 1 
— 
_ _ , __ 


{ 99 ] 
Stratagem, that theſe illuſtrious Victims cou'd be got 
irito their Pow er. 

o that end, the King omitted nothing which he 
thought might prevail on A'githe, to bring her Family 
to Court, and to hold the B ank there, which was her 
due, as Dowager to the late Monarch. He flattered her 
Ambition with the mog m- agnificent Offers; and to give 
his Promues the Air of Be-lity, accompaniel all the Let- 
ters he wrote to ker with Freſents of the greateſt Value. 

Bur this careful Mother ſuffered not herſelf to be 

dazled by this ſpecious Shew of Friendſhip and Re- 
ſpect; and to return his Diflimulation in kind, wou'd 
not ab ay utely refuſe, or ſcem ungrateſul to his Offers, 
but made ſuch artful Pretences for remaining at Szkfort, 
that, without giving him rcaſon to imagine ſhe appre- 
hended any Danger, ei ither ſor herſelf or Sons, left him 
no room to pr reis her fa other: 

CANUIE f ndin's tacre vas no hope of Succeſs this 
ay, grew extremely diſcontented at it; but his Con- 
{qant, the perſidious Earl, found means to diſmpate his 
Vexation ; he had an Intimacy with the Governour of 
the young I'rinces, and, for a great 5 zum of Money, 
worked on him to betray his Chorge into the Hands of 
the King, pA 1 means. 

4LCIT ZA „u hoſe martial ! Humour had been nei- 
ther ſoftened by the Delicacies of the Court, nor chilled 
by the Dorey: and Sorrows ſhe had ſuſtained, 
gave ſometimes 2 Truce to her Grief by the Diverſion 
of Hunting; but the two Princes being yet too young 
to accompany her in that Recreation, were always ]-tr 
at home, under the Cate of their Governour ; and it 
was in one of thoſe Times, that this Betrayer of his 
Truſt had promi iſed to deliver them up; and having 
ſent notice of it to the Earl, a Chariot was prepared, 
wita thirty Gentlemen well armed and mounted to at- 
tend it, and theſe all placed in Ambuicade, in a Wood, 
behind the Park of Si kfort. 

EVER thing being thus in Readineſs, ſor the 
Accompliſhment of their Deſign; and the Princeſs be- 
ing gone out with a great number of the neighbouring 
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Nobility, who uſua!ly accompanied her in this Diver- 
ſon, the Governour led the Princes into the Park, under 
the pretence of taking the Air, and, having opened the 
Gate toward the Wood, made a Signal ; on which the 
Horſemen advanced, and forced the Princes to mount 
into the Chariot, in ſpite of the Cries and Oppoſition 
of a Man of their Train, called Delnack; who not 
coubting but there was ſome treaſonable Intent in hand, 
did his utmoſt to hinder the Princes from going into the 
Chariot ; but the wicked Governour rewarding his Fi- 
delity with a Stab, and, believing him dead, made the 
Chariot drive away, with the extremeſt Swiftneſs. 

Ix the mean time, the Officers belonging to the Prin- 
ces, who had orders never to-quit them, being told they 
were in the Park, went haſtily after them, and being 
come to the Gate that led to the Wood, were terribly 
alarmed to find it wide open, and Delmack bleeding on 
the Graſs ; that faithful Servant, expiring as he was, 
lifted up his Eyes at their approach, and forced himſelf 
to cry out, Run to the aſſiſtance of the Princes whom 
their perfidious Governour has borne forcibly away 
his was all he could deliver; and the violence he did 
himſelf, in uttering thoſe few Words, perhaps, haſtned 
his Death ſome moments. 

TRE Officers, on hearing this, loſt no time in conſi- 
tering what to do, but got immediately on horſe-back, 
and rather flew than rode to the Foreſt, where their 
Vrinceſs was in purſuit of the Stag. Agitba, on the 
news of this Misfortme, ſhewed an incomparable Pre- 
ſence of Mind, and a Fortitude far above what is ordi- 
narily found in her Sex: She neither lamented nor ex- 
claimed againſt ſo ſudden a turn of Fate, as other Mo- 
thers would, perhaps, have done ; but turning to the 
Company ſhe had with her, and entreating them to ſe- 
cond her attempt, rode back, with all imaginable 
haſte, to Sickfort ; where, having armed herſelf, and 
taken freſh Horſes for herſelf and the others, and fol- 
lowed by the Officers of the Caſtle, purſued full ſpeed 
the Tracks the Raviſhers had left behind, | 


Yoke IV. F Tar 


[ 98 ] 


Tux endeavours of this noble Company were ſo ſuc- 
ceſsful, that they overtook the Chariot within ſome 
Miles of London. Algitha, whoſe courage at this fight 
was augmented by her Rage, ſtood not to examine the 
number of her Enemies, but flew upon them, Sword in 
hand, and, with the firſt Blow, laid tne chief among 
them proſtrate at her feet. The Governour who could 
expect no mercy, if overcome, quitted the Chariot, and 
having mounted the Horſe of him that was fallen, put 
himſelf at the head of his Troop, and animated them 
by his Voice and Geſture. Then the valiant Algitha, 
who, in the Rapidity of her Purſuit, could be followed 
ouly by fix Gentlemen, found hertelf, encompaſſed, on 
all ſides, by the Raviſhers ; yet, without ſuffering her 
Spirit to be dejected by their Numbers, ſhe not only de- 
tended herſelf, but attack'd them in ſuch a manner, 
that ſhe had laid ſeveral of them on the Earth, before 
che reſt of her Followers arrived to her aſſiſtance. 

As theſe were Men accuſtomed to the dangers of 
the Field, and the more invigorated by the example of 
this warlike Queen, things immediately changed face; 
the Raviſhers were attack d on ail ſides, and the greateſt 
por having loſt their Lives, the reſt attempted to ſave 
themſclves by flight; the treacherous Governour was a- 
mong theie laſt: But Agitba, whoſe fury was more 
a gainſt him than all the others of his Accomplices, pur- 
ſued him ſo cloſe, that it was impoſſible for him to 
eſcape; and the Villain, inſtead of imploring mercy, 
had the iniolence to meaſure his Sword againſt that of 
his Queen. The Combat laſted not long; Algitha diſ- 
abled his right Arm, with one Blow, and taking him 
by the Throat with one hand, while with the other ſhe 
held her Sword at his Breaſt, obliged him to confeſs, 
that the Earl of Kent had influenced him to this horrid 

ag He then fell on his Knees, entreating her to 
parc his Life; but her Weapon had already pierced 
too far; the great quantity of Blood which iſſued from 
tis Wounds , deprived him, firſt, of his Voice, and, ſoon 
aiter, of his Breath; a Fate, indeed, too honourable 
ior a Wretch, who deſerved to have expired in the ex- 


'-emeſt Tortures, under the hands of the Executioner. 
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Tux victorious 4/2itha returned to Sichfort, where all 
were in the utmoſt Grief and Contulion ; but when 
they ſaw her arrive at the head of her valiant Troops, 
in the midſt of which was the Chariot with the two 
Princes, Cries and Acclamations ſucceeded in the place 
bf Terror. The firſt thing ſhe did, after having diſ- 
armed herſelf, thanked her Friends for the Aſſiſtance 
they had given her, and embraced her Children, was to 
write to King Canute and Queen Emma, an account of 
this Adventure, and to complain of the Injuſtice ſhe 
had received. 'The Court and City were no ſooner in- 
formed of it, than the loud Acclamations they made 
againſt the Treachery of the Earl of Kent, convinced 
Canute, that the Blood of their lawful Kings was yet 
extremely dear to them. 

THis Monarch knew, that as the Governour was 
killed, nothing cou'd be proved againſt him, denying 
to have any part in this Action, and juſtified himſelf to 
well, that the whole Infamy fell on the Earl of Kent, 
who was already mortally hated. The cruel Inquie- 
tudes, however, that Queen A/z:tha was involved in, 
from that dreadfnl day, for the. Life of her Sons, never 
ſuffering her to enjoy any true repoſe, threw her at 
length into a languiſhing Diſeaſe, and obliged her to 
have recourſe to the Remedies Art ſometimes affords, 
when Nature refuſes her aſſiſtance. 

Ir any one ſtep throughout the whole Conduct of this 
Princeſs cou'd be termed imprudent, it was the little 
Examination ſhe made of the Character of her Phyſi- 
cians ; her Soul was too much employed for the Safety 
of the young Princes, to have any leiſure to attend to 
aught relating merely to herſelf; and thinking her Fate 
cou'd be of no conſequence to Canute, imagined not he 
wou'd ever enterprize any thing againſt her Perſon. 
But this tender Mother ſhou'd have remembered, that 
if any of thoſe Dangers ſhe apprehended for her Sons 
were real, the ſane mult alſo threaten herſelf, who, by 
her Vigilance over thoſe precious Treaſures, was an 
obſtacle in the way to reach at them. 

Tur ſame means which had been made uſe of, to 


bribe the Governour of the Princes, was now put in 
F 2 practice, 
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praftice, to corrupt that Phyſician who attended the 


(QQucen in her Indiſpoſition; and inſtead of Cordials, he 
adminiſtred to her a Poiſon of ſo ſubtile a Force, that 
it reſiſted all Antidotes. Her Death was neceſſary for 


the ambitious Deſigns of Canute and his Miniſter, and 


they accompliſhed it like Barbarians ; and that great 
Princeis, who by her Courage and her Virtue kad ſtood 
the moſt cruel Reverſe of Fortune, and the utmoſt Ef- 
forts of her publick Enemies, fell a Victim to the ſe- 
cret Cabals of her pretended Friends. 

In the firſt Agonies of the poiſoned Draught, ſhe 
doubted not of the occaſion, and prepared herſelf for 
her approaching Fate, with a Patience and Reſolution 
no lets worthy of admiration, than her former Actions 
had been: The only Reflection which had power to 
ſhake her Conſtancy, was that of leaving her dear Sons 
a Prey to thoſe who had deſtroyed her Life, in order to 
become Maſters of theirs ; and in the force of this Sen- 
timent, ſhe wrote, a little before her Death, theſe few 


Words to Queen Emma. 


The unfortunate Widow of Rind EomunD, ts 
EMMA, Queen of England. 


4 Death, Madam, wou'd be of little ſignifica- 


a tion, if it was not too ſure a Preſage of that 
* of my Children: It was, it ſeems, found neceſſary 
to begin with mine, to arrive at theirs Our E- 
*« nemies in part are ſatisfied ; but that they may not 
be intirely ſo, permit me to put you in remembrance, 
of the Friendſhip you nave always ſworn to me, and 
that which you had for the late King my Huſband, 
and to conjure you to teſtify it to the precious Re- 
Hains of his Blood Prevent my Death from 
becoming uſeful to tke cruel Deſigns of their Perſe- 
* cutors "Tis the laſt and only Requeſt made you, 
© by the dying. 


ALGITHA. 


THis Letter was delivered to the Queen on the 


next day after the Death of her who wrote it. It 
touched 


ror 1 

touched her in the moſt ſenfible manner; ſhe ran im- 
mediately to the King, and with Tears in her Eyes, 
conjured him to attempt nothing againit the Lite ot 
Edmund and Edward, Sons to the late King and Alg:- 
tha; and to engage his Protection of thoſe Princes, em- 
ployed the moſt tender Careſſes as well as Words. But, 
though Canute had a very great Love for the Queen, 
yet Ambition was the predominant Paſſion of his Soul; 
he liſtened to her, but anſwered in a manner, which 
let her ſee, he was more truly devoted to empire than 
her Charms ; and when he gave her his Promiſe, that 
the Princes ſhou'd not die, he made her underſtand, 
that his Safety depended on having them in his Power, 
and out of a condition to undertake any thing againſt 
him. What have I not to apprehend, aid be, from 
the Sons of Edmund and Algitba? Certainly they mwuit 
greatly degenerate from their Parents, if they do not 
one day become formidable enough, to make you re- 
pent the Compaſſion you have for bo Therefore 
if you truly love me, you will be content with the al- 
ſurance I give you, not to take away their Lives, and 
not endeavour to oppoſe my taking ſuch meaſures with 
them, as may ſecure my "Throne ; which can never re- 
main firm, while thoſe who imagine themſelves born to 
fit in it, are in the view of a Feople famous for their 
Love of Novelty. 

THr1s Diſcourſe filled the generous Emma with a 
Diſquiet, which ſhe had much ado to conceal ; bur 
perceiving it was impoſſible for her to obtain more, 
ſhe retired, pierced to the Soul with deep concern and 
pity. Some days after, Prince Edwin, Son of Etlei- 
red and Ethelsive, and Brother to the late King E. 
mund, was arreſted, on fome pretence, and ſhut up in 
an macceſible Cale; and the two Children of A4/- 
githa were removed from Szc&fort, and confined in 4 
ſtrong Fortreſs on the Borders of S<veden ; vhich cold 
and barbarous Climate, fo different from the Dehcacies 
of that they had been nouriſhed in, joined to the De- 
privation of all thoſe Terderneſſes they had been accut- 
tomed to, Came imagined, wou'e in & ſhort time pur 
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an end to their days, without the help of Poiſon, or of 
"IN a Dagger. f 
Wi In effect, Prince Edmund, who was the eldeſt, had 
1 not a Couſtitution to ſupport ſo ſevere a change, and 
Hil} died in a ſhort time after he was carried there: Egwin, 
we - his Uncle, ſurvived him but three Months; but Edward, 
the youngeſt Son of King Edmund and Algitba, who 
was endowed with all the Beauties and Perfections of his 
| Royal Parents, ſo well knew how to gain the Affection of 
his Guards, by the ſweetneſs of his Behaviour, and to 
win them to a Dependance on him, by the indifference 
he expreſſed for Liberty, that they accuſtom'd themſelves 
inſenſibly to allow him much more than their Orders per- 
| mitted them to do ; and this amiable Prince _ the 
i advantage of their negligence, found means to make his 
Eſcape into Germany, where he was favourably received 
by the Emperor Henry III. and afterwards ſettled himſelf 
with more Tranquillity than he cou'd have expected, 

As for Canute, having reigned twenty Years, exerci- 
{ing in that time a thouſand Cruelties for ſecurity of his 
1 power, he died in the Year 1036, leaving only one Son 
| by Queen Zmma, whom he deſigned ſhou'd be Inheri- 
tor of all his Kingdoms. But Providence, which takes 
delight to fruſtrate human Projects, diſpoſed otherwiſe 
of them : Norway revolted, and choſe a King of their 
own: Harold, the Baſtard of Canute, whoſe Siſter the 
Earl of Kent had eſpouſed, with the help of his Bro- 
ther- in- law, ſeized on the Crown of England; and the 
Son of Canute and Emma, who was named Canute after 
his Father, had no more to his ſhare, than the King- 
dom of Denmark. 

"Twas thus that the univerſal Monarchy, which this 
Prince had premeditated, was diſſipated ; and that the 
Remains of Ethelred and Edmund were obliged to live 
under the Protection of Strangers; Alfred and Edxvard, 
the Sons of Ethelred, in Normandy ; and the young Ed- 
award, Son of Edmund, in Germany; and ſuch was the 
Deſtiny of Ethelgive and Alzitha, that they ſhou'd en- 
joy no more Happineſs and 'Tranquillity than their vir- 
tuous Mothers. 
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All the Company thanked Florinda, in terms which 
made her ſenſible of the extreme Pleaſure this Relation, 
and her Faſhion of preſenting them with it had beſtow- 
ed, nor were the Praiſes they gave her more elegant 
than the Anſwers this agreeable Lady returned. 

As for my -_ ſaid Or/ames, I am particularly 
touched at the Hiſtory the beautiful Forinda has given 
us; becauſe it has revived in me, the Memory of a 
Prince, whoſe Character I always admired, and who, 
in my Opinion, merited many more Years and happy 
Days. 

Ir muſt be confeſs'd, added Julia, that Edmund was 
a moſt accompliſh'd Monarch ; and I cannot hinder 
myſelf from being infinitely concerned his Thread of 
Life ſhould be ſo unfortunately cut. But the Earl of 
Kent, cried Areliſe, was certainly one of the moſt unwor- 
thy Wretches that ever lived. Ambition, ſaid Canute, is 
a moſt terrible Paſſion, when it reigns not in a virtuous 
Mind; it inſtigates the wicked to all manner of Villa- 
nies ; as, on the contrary, it inſpires the noble Soul with a 
Deſire of arriving at Glory, by good and great Actions. 

Tu- Earl of Kent, reply'd 4/phonſo, and all ſuc! 
wicked Miniſters, by the .Cantrait of their Actions, ſhev- 
us, how much we ought to reſpect and love thoſe who 
prove, by their Services, the good of their Prince and 
Nation 1s at their Heart. Both King and People ſhould 
join in Thankſgivings, for their common Happineſs, 
when they ſee, at the head of Affairs, Men guided by 
Prudence, Moderation, Diſintereſtedneſs, and Virtue. 

Your Reflection, ſaid 7helament, is a Leiton for us, 
who enjoy this ſupreme Felicity; but Praiſes, ſuch as 
are worthy thoſe illuſtrious Perſons, would carry us too 
far, without being able to do Juſtice to their Merit. 
But let us, therefore, content ourſelves to admire 
them in filence ; and fince we are fallen on the Subject 
of Stateſmen faithfully devoted to the Intereſts of their 
Maſters and Governments, I believe you will not be 
diſobliged, if I give you an Inſtance of that kind, 
which, I believe, is not leſs ſingular, than any that 
Hiſtory affords. 


F 4 DARIUS 
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DARIUS, the Son of Hidafpes, while he was a pri- 
vate Man, contracted the moſt tender Friendſhip with 
Zopirus, General of the Perſian Army; and, as it was 
tounded merely on the Principles of Virtue, and a kind 
of Sympathy between their Souls, it could not but be 
laſting and iolid. It was by the advice of Zopirus, that 
Darius had the good fortune to kill Smerd's, who had 
uſurped the Empire, and governed it with 7yramy ; 
and it was by the management of this faithful Friend, 
that he, aſterwards, was exalted to the Throne: For, 
after the Death of the Tyrant, all the Princes and great 
Lords of Per/ia, convened in Council, made a Decree, 
to prevent all Cenſure of any ambitious Views among 
themſelves, that whoever was maſter of the Horſe that 
thould neigh the firſt before Sun-rifing, ſhould be King. 
That of Darius raiſed him to the ſupreme Dignity ; 
Zopirus having the Secret to compel the Animal to neigh 
betore any of the reſt. Such Obligations as theſe, when 
conferred on a generous Mind, could not but plant the 
Roots of Gratitude too deep to be ever torn from thence. 

DARIUS, full of thoſe Sentiments, ſhould not have 
looked on his Happineſs as compleat, without a Friend, 
ſuch as Zopirus, to ſhare it — him: However, the 
firſt Days of his Elevation to the Empire, bringing with 
chem their Cares and Occupations, he had not the Op- 
portunity to teſtify, as he wiſh'd, the Senſe he nad of 
what he had done {or him. 

As there is a Jealouſy in Friendſhip, as well as Love, 
which conſtrues every thing to its own prejudice, Zei- 
rus preſently imagined, the Luſtre of a Crown had too 
much dazled the Eyes of Darius, to permit him to 
look down on any thing beneath ; and that in the Mo- 
narch, he loſt the Friend; which "Thought ſo aflicted 
him, that the Melancholy of his Heart diffuſing itſelf 
thro' all his Air, rendered it immediately perceivable 
by Darius. 

THis Monarch, always too ſenſible of every thing 
that concerned his Friend, to be without Inquictude on 
tris Occahon, -teſtified to him the Impatience he had 
to know che Cauſe of his Sadneſs ; conjuring him, in the 

molt 
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moſt preſſing terms, to open his Heart to him with his 
uſual Freedom; But Zopirus, preiudiced by his own 
Ideas, could not be prevailed on to break ſilence on this 
Subject; and every day became more melancholy, and 
more reſolved to keep it ſecret. 

DARIUS was extremely concerned, that he cou'd 
not penetrate into this unhappy Myſtzry ; he examined 
himſelf, if any thing in his one Conduct cou'd poſſibly 


have given cauſe for ſuch a Diſcontent; but finving his 


Heart clear and innocent, he began to fear, that Am- 
bition had taken birth in that of Zepirus : If it be ſo, 
{aid he to himſelf, I will load him with ſuch Honours. 
as he ſhall have nothing more to wiſh ; and accordingly 
ſent him Preſents of immenſe Value, and a Blank to 
be filled up with ſuch Employments as he ſhou'd make 
choice of. 

Br Zopirus, whoſe Soul was of a different Mould, 
to what it now appeared to the King, was fo far from 
being ſatisfied with theſe marks of his Eſteem, that 


they ſerved only to render him more penſive. As for” 


the Employment offered him, he abſolutely refuſed it, 
and received the Preſents with reſpect, but not the leaſt 
mark of gladneſs. 

THX1s Behaviour augmented the King's ſuſpence ; he 
ſent for him one day into his Cloſet, whence he was re- 
ſolved not to ſuffer him to depart, till he had revealed 


the whole of a Grief, which ſeemed ſo unaccountable, , 


not only to him, but all who ſaw it. 

Mx dear Zepirus, ſaid he, I can no longer endure to 
ſee you thus By the tender Friendſhip by. which 
we are united, I conjure you -to reveal the Cauſe, of 
what kind ſoever it be I {wear to you, that there 
is nothing in my whole Empire, nothing that is ſubmit- 
ted to my Power, and nothing ſo valuable to my Heart, 
that I will not readily ſacrifice for your relief. 
Speak then, nor perſiſt in an obſtinate ſilence, which 
kills all my Happineſs, in perſuading me I am no longer 
dear to you. 

Nor dear to me, cried out Zopirus, quite tranſ- 
ported at the King's goodneſs! Ah! my Lord, it is 
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becauſe you are too dear to me, that I am in the ſtate 
in which you ſee me ; and fince you command me to 
explain myſelf in terms too tender to be withſtood, 
know, that the fear I do not retain the ſame place I 
held in your Heart before your Elevation, is the ſole 
Motive of my Grief I thought I perceived a 
change in you towards me That Air of Majeſty 
which accompanied your Benefits, robb'd them of their 
Value "Tis the King now who confers them, 
not that Friend to whom I was once ſo dear, and 
whoſe Love and Confidence in me, made all my Hap- 
pineſs — "Tis a great Monarch, whom 1 ſhou'd 
tremble to approach, whom I ſhou'd adore, who, caſt- 
ing his Regards on me, diſtinguiſhes me, at preſent, 
from his other Courtiers, as I was once from all the 
Perſians, by the choice Darius made of me for his 
Friend -In fine, it is no more Darius who loves 
me, but the King, who vouchſafes to honour me with 
his Bounties. 

An! my Lord, continued he, reſume all your Gifts, 
and reſtore me your Heart J will have nothing 
from the Sovereign of Per/ia, and J wou'd owe every 
thing to the-Friendſhip of Darius Twere to fail 
in that profound reſpect a ſubject ought to pay his King, 
to call him Friend ; yet is that Title a thouſand times 
more precious to me, than all the Riches, and all the 
Honours you have heap'd upon me Your Friend- 
ſhip, your Confidence, and your firſt Familiarity, are 
the only Treaſures which. can ſatisfy my Ambition; 
and if you think the Royal Dignity will be impaired | 
by this Conduct, ſuffer me, my Lord, to ſend you back 
your Preſents, and let me die. 

DvukinG all this Diſcourſe Darius felt the moſt refined 
Pleaſure, to find himſelf loved merely for himſelf alone; 
and that all that can attract Affection in other Hearts, 
had no effect on that of Zopirus, ſeemed ſo worthy of 
tis Admiration, that for ſome time he was wholly ta- 


ken up in ſilent Wonder, and had no Words to form an 
Anſwer, 
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How few Kings are there that taſte this Satisfaction! 
Exterior Homage and Obedience elate the Mind, and 
feed Ambition; but afford none of thoſe ſweet Tran- 
ſports, Tenderneſs beſtows To ſee the Heart 
uncovered, and find no Emotions there, but Love and 
Duty warmly actuated by Zeal, and ever watchful to 
do good Offices; when this, I ſay, happens, as in the 
caſe of Darius, a Monarch muſt think himſelf richer 
in ſuch a Friend, than in the Treaſures of the Ladies. 


M y dear Zopirus, ſaid he, at laſt recovering himſelf 


enough to ſpeak, and at the ſame time embracing him 
with the utmoſt Tenderneſs, I ſhould be unworthy of 
the Throne, to which you have rais'd me, if I were 
capable of changing, even for one moment of my Lite, 
from that fix'd Regard, I owe ſo. worthy a Friend. 
Your Suſpicions have deceived you, and injur'd 
I proteſt, that I ſhall never be a King to you. 
Never ſhall you find me any other than your 
Friend Darius ——— for know, that I prefer your 
Friendſhip to all my Crowns Far from imagin- 
ing, I ſhould demean the Royal Dignity, in living ſa- 
miliarly with you, I ſhould think 1 did it Honour —— 
Nothing is more glorious to a Monarch, than to have it 
in his power to boaſt a faithful Friend; nor can he 
prove he has one but by the Tokens of his Gratitude. 
Let us live then, continued he, taking him in 
his Arms a ſecond time; let us live as we were accuſ- 
tomed before this Change in my Fortune I ſhall 
always be Darius to you, be you always my. dear Zopi- 
5 —— Retain the Preſents I have ſent you, aud 
accept of thoſe I ſhall hereafter ſend they are not 
the Marks of my Generoſity, but of my perfect Friend- 
ſhip : And if I ſometimes put you in mind, that I am 
King, it will only be by the Joy of ſeeing myſelf in a 
Condition to make known my Love and Confidence. 
THEsE tender Aſſurances fail'd not to calm all th2 
Diſquiets, which ſo lately reign'd in the Boſom of Zagi- 
7us, He bluſhed to have entertained Thoughts ſo little 
conformable to the great Sentiments of Darius. "The 


Delicacy of his Friendſhip made him fear he had of- 
ſended, 
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fended by judging him capable of changing; he afk d 
his pardon for it, and thanked him for the — 
of his Bounties, and this Converſation cemented more 
than ever the Bond of Amity which was between them. 
« ZOPIRUS now reſumed his ordinary Vivacity, and 
Darius his former Familiarity ; and as he cou'd not 
doubt, if he were ſincerely beloved by Zopirus, he liſ- 
tencd to all the Remonſtrances that worthy Favourite 
made him, whenever he found him fail in Acts of 
Juſtice or of Virtue ; and it was by his Advice, that 
the Jews obtained Permiſſion of this Monarch to finiſh 
the Building of the Temple of Jeruſalem. 

Bur the Zeal of Zopirus for his Maſter did not ſtop 
here, he ſoon after had an Occaſion of making it ap- 

ar, in a manner ſo very extraordinary, that I queſtion, 

if ever any Act of Friendſhip arrived to that conſum- 
mate Height. 
Tut Batylomans having reſolved to throw off the Per- 
fan Yoke, forced all out of their Gates, who refuſed to 
join with them in this Revolt. Darius was no ſooner 
in{ormed of what had happened, then he marched at 
the head of a puiſlant Army, and fat down before that 
magnificent City; but finding Difficulties, and a much 
greater Reſiſtance than he expefted, made to his At- 
tacks, he began to fear, that after a long and' painful 
Siege, he ſhould be obliged to withdraw his Forces, 
without being able to reduce it. 

THr1s he look'd upon as fo ſhameful to him, that, 
perhaps, no Vexation ever ſurpaſſed that of his. How- 
ever, he made no Confidant of it but Zitrus; who, 
finding indeed there were no —_— of ſucceeding. in 
his Enterprize, by the ways ordinarily practiſec in 
Sieges, preſently conceived a Stratagem, which was 
without all Precedent ; and, I dare believe, will always 
remain unimitated. After he had conſidered a little 
while, and firmly reſolved himſelf in his Deſign, 
which he concealed with care from him, and the whole 
Army, he cut off his Noſe and Ears, and in this dread- 
ful Spectacle, all bleeding as he was, preſenred him- 
ſelf at the Gates of Baby/on ; whence: he was imme- 

| diately 
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diately conducted to an Aſſembly of the Principal of 
the City, by whom he was no ſooner ſeen than known. 
Then declaiming againſt the Ingrat tude of Darius, 
who, he pretended, had rendered him in this Condi- 
tion, merely for having given him good Advice; he 
told them, he deſired nothing more than to revenge the 
Affront he had received; and to that end, came to of- 
fer his Service to them in the next Sally they made: 
Adding, that no Action cou'd ſo well become the Re- 
mainder of his Days as to aſſiſt them in chafing fo bar- 
barous a Prince from their Walls, 

Tre Babylomans knowing that he was the beſt Gene- 
ral among the Perſians; and that with his great Wiſ- 
dom and Experience, he had alſo à prodigious Valour, 
received him with the extremeſt Joy, paid him all ima- 
ginable Honours, and with an unammous Voice gave 
into his Hands the Government of the Guard of their 
City. The uſe he made of his Power, in the Orders 
he gave, and the well diſpoſing the Troops, made 
known his Skill ſo well, that theſe poor deluded People 
believed themſelves in the utmoſt Security under him. 

THE Report, however, of this great Man's Deſertion 
being ſpread through the Per/ian Army, filled them with 
a Conſternation not to be expreiled ; and every one ima- 
N they had now no more to do, but raiſe the 

iege; ſince a Perſon ſo neceſſary, by his Advice and 
Courage, had gone over to the Enemy. 
DARIUS alone was tranquil, and tho' he could not 
enetrate into the true Motive of this Action; yet judg- 
ing the Sentiments of his Friend by his own, he hefita- 
ted not a moment, if he ſhould believe there was ſome 
Myſtery in this Behaviour of Zepirus, intended for his 
Glory. In this Thought, inſtead of raiſing the Siege 
he redoubled his Attacks, in which he was always 
repulſed by the Valour of Zopirus. Yet did not 
even this excite his Doubts, he ſhut his Ears a- 
your all that was ſaid to convince him that faith- 
ul Friend could ever be an Enemy; and ſtill ad- 
vancing his Works, fortify'd himſelf with a full Afſ- 
ſurance, that, thro' the means of Zopirus, he ſhould 
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at laſt carry his point. Thus did Friendſhip ſtruggle 
againſt the greateſt Probabilities, and ſurmount what to 
all others appeared Conviction. 

Ix fine, this glorious Man ſeeing the Works of Darius 
in the State he deſired, found means to give him notice, 
that if he advanced to one of the Gates of the City, 
which he deſcribed, he ſhould find it without defence. 
He ſent Directions alſo in what manner he ſhould make 
the Breach, and what number of Troops might enter. 
The King of Perſia followed this Advice in every Parti- 
cular, and without communicating it to any Perſon, and 
without any other Aſſurance than that in his own Breaſt, 
of the Fidelity of Zopirus, he approached the Gate 
mark'd out to im. He found it in the Situation he 
expected, and with the number of Troops his Friend 
had preſcribed, entered the City without diffidence 
The Alarm was preſently given the Citizens were 
in the utmoſt Confuſion, and Zopirus had fo well taken 
his Meaſures, that all who oppoſed the Perſians were 
cut in pieces, and the City entirely ſubmitted to Da- 
rius ; who, at the Entreaty of Zopirus, forbore any Act 
of Cruelty to the Inhabitants, contenting himſelf only 
with exacting their Obedience to the ſame Laws for- 
merly impoſed on them. 

Bur what became of that Monarch? How terrible 
were the firſt Shocks of his Grief, when he tourd to 
what the Reduction of Babylon had been owing ? ——— 
Tears, and the Swellings of his Heart would not per- 
mit him to ſpeak for a long time: And when Zopirus 
related to him the whole Affair, with an Unconcern, 
which denoted the Hero even more than the voluntary 
Maims he had given himſcl! ; at laſt the impriſ.ned 
Sorrows of the Royal Mind bur't out in theſe few 
Words, which, with the glorious Action that occaſioned 
them, are tranimitted to Poſt terity : Ah! who, ſaid he, 
would not have given a hundred Bavy/ors to ſee ſo faith- 
ful a Friend exempt from ſuch a Deformity ? 

JusTLY have you ſaid, cry'd Sikviana, perceiv- 
ing Thelament had done ſpeaking, that Hiftory af- 
fords no Proof like this of Zeal and Frienditup. I am 

aſtoniſhed 
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aſtoniſhed at it, added Camilla; and my Admiration is 
accompanied with certain Emotions of Terror, which 
make me ſhudder. I was before acquainted with this 
great Action, interrupted Era/ms ; but being ignorant 
of ſome of the Particulars that led to it, this Recital 
has had all the Charms of Novelty. It muſt be con- 
feſſed, ſaid Apbonſo, that this Proof of Zepirus's Attach- 
ment to the King, or rather to his Friend, is of the 
moſt ſingular kind that ever was: But it muſt alſo be 
confeſſed, that the Confidence of Darius had ſomethin 
in it very grand ; and that the Friendſhip in his Soul 
was no leſs heroick, than the dreadful Proofs the other 
gave of his. | 

For my part, {aid Hortenſia, J find nothing in either 
of them to reproach : If Zopirus disfigured himſelf to 
deceive the rebellious Babyl/onians, and to reduce them 
to their Obedience; Darius expoſed himſelf to Acci- 
dents equally dreadful, by an intire Dependance on his 
Faith. And this Security he teſtified in him, without 
knowing any thing more of his Deſign, than that he 
had quitted his Service, ſeems to me a Proof of Friend- 
ſhip equal to that of Zopirus. 

Tis certain, rephed Or/ames, that without this Stra- 
tagem the King of Perſia had been compelled to raiſe 
the Siege, and to leave the Rebels unpuniſhed. We 


know, ſaid Orophanes, they are oiten of great uſe, when 


Force is unavailing; but there are a thouſand Inftances 
of Stratagems very different from that of Zopirus, and 
yet not leis beneficial. 

HIME RA w:s the richeſt and moſt populous City in 
Sicily; its great Commerce occationed the Envy of the 
neighbouring Commonwealths, particularly of Carthage, 
who were reſolved to deſtroy it, if poſſible. 

Fo x this purpoſe, Amilcar, their General, with an 
Army of two hundred thouſand Men, and five hun- 
dred Gallies, came to beſiege it both by Land and 
Sea. The Inhabitants of Himera, juſtly alarmed, im- 
plored the Aſſiſtance of Gelen, King of Syracuſe, a Mo- 
narch of Wiſdom, Honour, and Courage, and never 
flow in aſſiſting his Allies, But knowing his Forces 

unable 
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unable to cope with thoſe of the Carthagirians, in a 
pitched Battle, contented himſelf with poſting them 
in ſtrong Places; whence iſſuing out ſometimes, they 
did much miſchief to the Enemy, by deſtroying the 
Proviſions round about, and attacking thoſe who went 
to forrage, whom they often deſtroyed, leaving not a 
Man alive. But theſe Favours of Fortune were too in- 
conſiderable to provoke the Carthaginians to raiſe the 
Siege; and Gelon was in the extremeſt Dilemma in 
what manner to proceed, that he might be ſerviceable 
to his Friends; when Chance put ſomething in his 

wer, which all his Valour cou'd never have made him 

ope. 

117 LCAR ſent two Deputies with Diſpatches to 
Selucia, ordering the People of that City to tend him a 
Reinforcement of Cavalry, to the number of 10,000, 
in a time by him preſcribed. Theſe Men falling into 
the hardz of Gelon, put a Stratagem into his head, 
which he executed in this manner : He made the De- 
puties of Amilcar be ſhut up, and fo carefully guarded, 
that it was impoſſible for them to inform the Cartha- 
ginians what had befallen them; and at the Time ap- 
pointed by their General, equipped the Number he 
had ordered, of his beſt Cavalry, in the Arms and Li- 
very of the Selucians; and having 3 them ſecret 
Orders what to do, ſent them to the Camp of the Car- 
thaginians, accompanied by two pretended Deputies 
from the Selucians, with Letters teſtifying how ready 
thoſe People were to obey the Commands of Ami/- 
car. | 
Tusk Deputies no ſooner arrived at the head of 
their Cavalry, than they were conducted to Amilcar, 
who received them with open Arms, made them mag- 
nificent Preſents, aſſigned the moſt convenient Quarters 
for the Troops they brought, and gave Orders they 
fhou'd be furniſhed with all taings neceſſary. 

Tuus did the beſt part of Gelan's Forces enter the 
Carthaginian Camp as Allies and Friends: The next 
Day after their Arrival, Amilcar erected an Altar near 


the Sea-lide, and commanded a Sacrifice and folemn 
Thankſ- 


[ 413.1 
Thankſgivings to Neptune for the ſafe Arrival of this 
ſeeming Aid. As he performed the Office of High 
Prieſt himſelf, the Syracu/ars taking the advantage of 
that moment, when the whole Army was diſarmed, 
and at their Devotion, ſeized on the General, and put 
all the principal Officers who aſſiſted at the Sacrifice to 
the Sword. While one party were on this Expedition, 


the other ſet the Ships on fire; the Flame and Smoak 


of which was the Signal for Gelen to advance, who, 
pouring with his Forces on the other fide of the Camp, 
made a moiſt terrible Slaughter among them. The 
People of Himera perceiving this Diſorder, and the 
Colours and Enſigns of the King of Sracuſe diſplayed 
in the midſt of their Enemies, fallied out, and joined 
that Prince; who, wherever he paſſed, ſpread Deſola- 
tion round him. It was impoſtible for the Carthaginians 
in this Confuſion, and not only encompaſſed, but alſo 
mingled with their Enemies, to put themielves in any 
poſture of Defence, the boldeſt among them now be- 
took themſelves to flight ; but they were too cloſely 
purſued for many to eicape. While theſe things were 
doing at Land, the Fleet of Gel deſtroyed all that the 
Flames had ſpared : Never was there a more terrible 
Spectacle ; never had the Carthaginians ſuſtained fo 
you a Loſs, ſince the Eſtabliſhment of their Repub- 
ick. No leſs than an hundred and fifty thouſand Men 
were cut to pieces, and vaſt Quantities of Ammunition 
and rich Baggage, became the Prey of the Victors. 
Thus did the City of Carthage, ſo accuſtomed to the 
Smiles of Fortune, prove how little that fickle Goddeſs 
is to be depended upon: And thus did Gelan deliver the 
People of Himera from that imminent Danger which at 
that time threatned them. 

Tuo' this Action, ſaid Felicia, has ſomething bar- 
barous in it, I cannot be ſorry for the Puniſhment of 
the Car:haginians. I deteſt thoſe powerful proud Peo- 
ple, who would have none happy but themſelves; and 
whole Jealoufy and Ambition are inceſſantly finding 
Pretence to diſturb the Peace of their Neighbours. 
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I am of your Opinion, reply'd Florinaa ; methinks 
there is ſomething very tyrannick in the Nature of 
thoſe People, who having many Advantages over their 
Neighbours, cannot content themſelves without aiming at 
more, tho? it be the utter Ruin of thoſe who only de- 
ſire to enjoy peaceably their own. 

Ir all the Rulers of the Earth thought in this man- 
ner, ſaid Alphonſo ſmiling, Mankind would inſenſibly de- 
generate into Cowardice and Indolence. Tis the De- 
ire of aggrandizing their Dominions, or preventing 
others from extending theirs too far, that excites a Love 
of Glory in the Heart, and gives Men an Opportunity 
of ſignalizing themſelves. 

Tram is very true, ſaid Julia; but it ſeems ſtrange 
to me, that reaſonable Creatures, to whom Pity is inhe- 
rent, can perform ſuch Actions, as have juſt now been 
related, in cold Blood. When Anger, indeed, inflames 
the Mind, I wonder not at any thing ſo violent a Paſſion 
may tranſport them to. 

NoTHriNG is more blameable, charming Julia, inter- 
rupted Urania, than thoſe Actions which are inſtigated 
by Anger; of all the Emotions by which. the Breaſt is 
apitated, I know none ſo dangerous as that: It violates 
Iruth, triumphs over Juſtice, and deſtroys Reaſon: It 
breathes nothing but Hatred and Revenge, and inſpires 
only inhuman Projects. It was the ſaying of a great 
Philoſopher, that the Man who abandoned himſelf to 
Anger, would never execute any thing, of which he 
would not have cauſe to repent. 

Tu Emperor Theodofius, continued ſhe, whoſe Merit 
and Valour raiſed him to the 'Throne, by the Adoption 
of Gratian, in the Year of eus Chriſt 378, was a 
Prince juſtly eſteemed, wiſe and virtuous, a great Ge- 
neral, victorious in War, amiable in Peace, and happy 
in both. However, this great Prince, of whom the 
Hiſtorians make ſuch fine Eulogiums, had the Misfor- 
tune to ſuffer himſelf to be overcome by this Paſſion of 
Anger. But this Vice, for the moſt part the Author of 
Shame to thoſe that harbour it, ſerved but to encreaſe 
his Glory. 
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HE was returned in Triumph from his Victory over 
the Tyrant Maximin, and from the eſtabliſhing Valenti- 
nian, the Brother of Gratian, on the Neſtern Throne, 
when he received News, that the Theſſalonians had re- 
belled againſt the Magiſtrates he had ſet over them, 
that they had ſpoken contemptuouſly of his ſupreme Au- 
thority, and ſtoned to death ſome of his inferior Officers. 

An Inſolence ſuch as this was indeed ſufficient to ex- 
aſperate the mildeſt Nature; but this Emperor ſuffered 
himſelf to be ſo far tranſported by it, as to make a ſo- 
lemn Vow for the general Deſtruction of the whole 
City. To perform which, he went at the Head of his 
Army to this happy Place: The Inhabitants repent- 
ing of their Fault, ſent Deputies to meet him, and im- 
plore Forgiveneſs ; but the enraged Prince retuſed to 
hear them, and entered the City without ſuffering them 
to pay him thoſe Honours, which were his due; and 
the ſixth Day after his Arrival, having ordained publick 
Shows to be exhibited in the great Threatre, a vaſt Con- 


courſe of People aſſembled themſelves to be Spectators. 


Then the Emperor looking round, and finding this a 
proper time to execute his Vow, ſuddenly left the Place, 
and ordered his Soldiers to put them all to the Sword, 
which was immediately performed, without the leaſt 
Diſtinction either of Sex or Age. 

H1s Rage thus ſatiated, he paſſed thro' Milan in his 
Return to /ta/y ; and going to the Church of St. Bai, 
to pay his Devotion to that Saint, was met by St. An- 
broje, Biſhop of that City, who ordered the Doors to 
be ſhut againſt him, and reproached him for the Barba- 
rity he had uſed againſt one of the firſt Chriſtian Cities 
in the World ; telling him, his Crime was too great for 
him to hope ever to be admitted into the Temple of 
God, till he had done publick Penance. 

THe Emperor was at firſt ſurprized at the Bold- 
neis of St Ambroſe ; but it opened his Eyes at the 
iame time, and obliged him to reflect on the Action 
he had been guilty of; and he then acknowledged his 
Fault, made a publick Confeſſion of it at the foot of 
the Altar, and ſubmitted to the Penance RH 
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him by the Biſhop. What cou'd be more truly great 
than this Humility ? Mean Souls perſiſt in the Defence 
of Injuries ; but thoſe that are truly heroick, whenever 
they have failed, through the Weakneſs of Humanity, 
make it their greateſt Glory to acknowledge, and do all 
in their Power to repair it. 

F nave always, ſaid Orophanes, conſidered this Ac- 
tion as the moſt noble Part of Theodofius's Life, and that 
it merits everlaſting Praiſes. He ſeems to me more great 
after his Fault, than in his Innocence, becauſe it gave 
him an Opportunity of triumphing over that Vanity fo 
common to all Men, but particularly to thoſe in Authority. 

ST. Ambroſe, reſumed Urania, who was perfectly ac- 
quainted with the Humour of that Prince, to prevent 
his falling into the like Error, obliged him to make a 
Law, whereby the Execution of Death ſhould be deter- 
red till thirty Days after the Sentence was given, to the 
end the Emperor might have time for RefleQion, and 
to make Rage ſubmit to Clemency. 

Tuis Law was ſome Years after the Preſervation of 
the City and Inhabitants of Artiorh ; for they having 
rebelled againſt the Authority of the Emperor, and in 
the Inſolence of their Rage maſſacred all his Officers, 
and dragged through the Streets the Statue of the Em- 
preſs Placilla, whom he tenderly loved, he ſwore to 
peniſh them in the moit unheard of manner; to invent 
new kinds of 'Tortures for the People, and to lay their 
City in Aſhes ; and for this purpoſe, went in perſon at 
the head of a puiliant Army towards the Gates of this 
devoted City. 

BuT being arrived within a few Hours Journey, an 
holy Hermit, called Macedonzus, preſented himſelf before 
him, and having ſet forth the Mercies of God, whole 
Vicegerent he was on Farth, he told him, that his Cle- 
mency ought to be no lefs to thoſe beneath him. The 
Emperor liſtened to him, and remembring the Law St. 
Anbrofe had prevailed on him to make ; he ſuſpended 
his March, and ſaid, It is indeed true, that it wou'd 
be rrophane and unjut in me to deſtroy the Images of 
God, for that of a Woman. And fortifying himſelf 

in 
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in this Sentiment, within thirty Days of his Judgment, 


he retracted it, was appeaſed, and ſpared both the Ci- 


tizens and Inhabitants of Antioch. 

I eERCELIvVE, faid Felicia, that when a Perſon is 

eatly addicted to Anger or Rage, call it by which 
Nags you pleaſe, he ought to have the ſame Degree of 
Goodneſs with this Emperor, to be enabled to moderate 
it. Not but I muſt confeſs, the People both of Theja- 
lnia and Antioch merited very ſevere Puniſhments. 

THE greater was their Offence, reply'd Julia, the 
greater Opportunity had Theodofius to exerciſe that hea- 
venly Attribute of forgiving : And if one may judge of 
this Emperor's Sentiments, when not overſwayed by 
Paſſion, I believe he. often wiſhed, he had ſhewn no 
more Rigour to 2% alonia, than he afterwards did, 
through the Admonition of the Hermit, to the City of 
Anticch. | 

As Julia had pronounced theſe Words, the News that 
Supper waited, obliged this agreeable Society to repair 
to the Hall, where they paſſed the Remainder of the 
Evening in Converſation ſomething more pY than the 
Entertainments of the Day had been, ove and Joy 
were now the Subject of their Diſcourſe ; and the Hours 
tor Repoſe being arrived, they ſeparated, in the Hopes 
of paſling the next Day in the ſame manner they had 
dene the preceding ones. | 


THE 


SEVENTEENTH DAY. 


HE Hour for going into the Ladies Apart- 
ment was no ſooner arrived, than Eraſmus 
went into that of Urania, to entreat that 
ſhe wou'd engage the Company to pals 
that Day with Florinda, who had been in- 
| diſpoſed that Night, and was not in a 
Condition to quit her Chamber. This News alarmed 
Urania, and ſhe told Era/mus, that ſhe was extremely 
ſorry that he had not ſent to wake her, to the end ſhe 
might have contributed, as much as was in her power, 
for the Eaſe of that dear Friend. But Eraſmus reply'd, 
that her Indiſpoſition was not conſiderable enough to 
give her that Diſturbance ; and that it was only his own 
Fenderneſs, which making him fear the Air might be 
prejudicial to- her, had exacted a Promiſe from her not 
to go out of her Chamber that Day. 

URAN T4 highly approved the Care of this tender 
Huſband, and giving him her hand to paſs to Ce/emena's 
Apartment, they met that Lady with the reſt ct the 
Company coming towards them. 

As ſoon as this charming Society were informed 
of the Motive which with-held Flirinda, they ran to 
her with an Impatience, that teſtified the Love and 

I Eſteem 


[ 119 ] 


Eſteem they had for that deſerving Lady. Felicia be- 
ing attach'd to her, not only by Inclination, but by the 
neareſt Alliance, Eraſinus being Brother to her dear 
Orophanes, had already prevented the Company ; who 
found her with Florinda, accompanied by Thelamont, 
Orophanes, and Alphonſo. 


Warn Florinda ſaw them enter ſhe wou'd have roſe 


from the Sofa, on which . ſhe lay half reclined ; but 
Urania obliging her to continue in the Poſture ſhe was 


in. We come here, ſaid ſhe, only to engage you to 


take that Repoſe which is neceſſary for you; and to 
defire your Apartment may ſerve us this Day inſtead of 
the Library, the Hall and the Garden. 

How great ſoever the Pleaſure is I feel, ſaid Florin- 
da, in having you always near me, I proteſt, I am ve 
much aſhamed, that Eraſmus has exacted his Proof of 
your Complaiſance. Give 'Truce to your Apologies and 
Compliments, interrupted Orophares, and fince your In- 
diſpoſition is not violent enough to render our Preſence 


incommodious ; and as we can follow here, as well as. 


any where elſe, the Law we have eſtabliſhed, let us 
begin a Converſation more improving, and more con- 
formable to the Friendſhip among us. | 

W1TH theſe Words, he took upon him to place the 
Company, as he knew wou'd be agreeable to their In- 
clinations, every Huſband by his Wife; and when they 
were ſeated, began, by a gay Turn of Wit, to oblige 
them to baniſh that Sadneſs their Apprehenſions for 
Florinda had ſeized them with. 

Wurx he had done ſpeaking, Celemena willing to 
improve upon his Humour of Gallantry, after looking 
{miling round the Room, I find, ſaid ſhe, Orophanes 
takes the ſame Conſideration for the abſent; as for the 
preſent, and has ſuffered none of the Company to take 
up the Places of the Lovers of Areliſe and Silviana. 
This Reflection, anſwered Thelamont, wou'd be a fine 
Criticiſm, if we were not perſuaded, that whatever 
you ſay, you ſecretly approve the Order in which Oro- 
phanes has ranged us, | 
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Wiruour doubt I do, cry'd ſhe, and wiſh that AI. 
cite and Liſimond were here, to be Witneſſes of the 


charming Union that reigns here, and to follow ſo rare 


an Example. There is no need of that, ſaid Florinaa ; 
their own Honour and Love, and the Perſections of 
their beautiful Ladies, will oblige them to coniorm to 
it. But, continued ſhe, Alcipte is unknown to us; and 


tho” I read in the Eyes of all the Company, that they © 


believe with me, he is perfectly worthy of being dear 
to the beautiful Are/;/e ; methinks, we ought to be bet- 
ter acquainted with kim. Florinda is in the right, ad- 
ded Julia; and ſince Areliſe has recounted to us che Ad- 
ventures of Silviana, it belongs to Si/viana to make us 
know thoſe of Areliſe. 

Fox my part, ſaid Camilla, with her accuſtomed Vi- 
vacity, I thall not eaſily excuſe being deprived of fo 
much Pleaſure ; and that I may enjoy it fully, muſt 
make a kind of Contract with S: ⁊ciana, that there may 
be no Abridgements in a Hiſtory which I fancy muſt 
be entertaining in all its Particulars. They all laugh'd 
at this expreſhon of the amiable Camilla; and Arelliſe, 
willing to turn the Converſation, ſaid, there is nothing 
in my Life ſufficiently intereſting to be worthy of re- 
citing : All my Adventures being bounded in confefling, 


that Alcippe is the Name of him made choice on by my 


Family, to be my Huſband. 

My dear Areliſe, cry'd Silviana, you ought not to 
expect I ſhould be more diſcreet than yourſelf; and 
tho' I know, that in the Recital defired of me, there is 
nothing conſiderable enough to form a Hiſtory, ſuch as 
the beautiful Camilla wiſhes to hear; yet I will not 
deny, but there are Paſſages, which, for their Singu- 
larity, are worthy of being recounted. And fince I 
have an Opportunity of revenging myſelf for the Repe- 
tition you made of my Weakneſs to this Company, you 
muſt not imagine I ſhall neglect it. Know then, con- 
tinued ſhe, without giving the other time to reply, 
that, 

Tus Father of Arehſe is called Armond; he is 


of the ancient Nobility, very rich, and every way 
worthy 
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worthy of his Birth and Treaſures. He had no other 
Child than Areliſe, by a Marriage which he contracted 
with a Maid of Quality, who died ſoon after the Birth 
of her Daughter. Armond, who wou'd never enter into 
a ſecond Engagement, gave all his Cares to the Educa- 
tion of this young Beauty ; following the Cuſtom of 
thoſe of his Condition. He put her into a Convent 
for the firſt Years of her Life ; not but he had a Siſter 
in whom he might have confided, Merina, being a La- 
dy of anſpotted Virtue, and diftinguiſh'd Merit; but 
ſhe was at that time at a great Diſtance from Paris, and 
he could not reſolve to ſend this Darling of his Heart 
ſo far from him. | 

SHE was no ſooner arrived at thoſe Years, in which 
Reaſon begins to ſhew itſelf, than her Inclination began 
to turn entirely on the Study of the Sciences ; in which 
ſhe made a Progreſs very ſurprizing for one of her Sex. 
We all are ſenſible, Knowledge is not to be acquired 
amidſt the Noiſe and Hurry of the World; and the 
great Deſire Areliſe had to become a perfect Miſtreſs of 
all ſhe had, what they call, a ſmattering of, made her 
extremely pleaſed with a Retirement, which fo much 
favour'd her Acquiſition. Her Father made her the 
Offer of removing ſeveral Times, but in vain ; and he 
began to fear, ſhe was too much in love with Solitude 
to be prevail'd with to quit it at all. Merina was now 
return'd to Paris, was a Widow, and entirely Miſtreſs 
of herſelf. She deſired nothing more than to have the 
young Areliſe with her; but ſhe ſtill preferr'd her dar- 
ling Cloiſter, to all the Enjoyments of Life. This 
made all her Friends imagine that ſhe was one of thoſe, 
who we may call Enthuſiaſts ; and who ſuppoſe there 
is no Security for a better Liſe, but by going through 
the moſt ſevere Mortification and Self-denial in this. 

Bur Areliſe being in her fifteenth Year, and aſſuring 
them, ſhe had no Inclination for a religious Life, and 
only deſired to ſtay in the Convent till ſhe had attained 
a more perfect Knowledge of what ſhe had been leara- 
ing, they conſented to it. 


Vor. IV. G ME NINA 
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MERINA viſited her often, and I accompanied her 
wherever ſhe went, having been bred under the care of 
that Lady from the Death of my Mother, which hap- 
pened in my Infancy. 4re/;/e was pleaſed to think, I 
had ſomething in me worthy of her Friendſhip, and [ 
conceived the moſt tender one for her ; which, far from 
diminiſhing by: any of thoſe little piques, that often 
happen between Perſons of our Age and Sex, grew the 
more confirmed, the longer we were acquainted ; and I 
regretted nothing, but that her Paſlion for Study wou'd 
not permit me to enjoy, ſo often as J defired, the Hap- 
pineſs of her Company. 

ARMOND. looked upon her with the extremeſt Plea- 
ſure She was his only Child, young, rich, beau- 
tiful, and learned, and in every thing ſuch as might 
make him hope, ſhe wou'd add Honour to his Family, 
by an illuſtrious Match. 

Tuksk Sentiments made him reſolve to chuſe a Huſ- 
band for her. There were already many who ſeemed 
ambitious of that Title ; her Birth, Beauty, Wealth, 
and the Fame of her Perfections, attracted every Day 
ſome new Pretender. Armord liftned to their Offers; 
but the ancient Friendſhip between him and a Gentle- 
man named Celion, infiuenced him beyond all that cou'd 
be ſaid to him in favour of any other. | 

CELION was of a Condition equal to his own, and 
had only one Son, who, aitcr having received ſuch Edu- 
cation, as young Noblemen ordinarily have, was gone 
on his Travels. Armerd knew, that the young Celion 
had in his Perſon and Mind, A the Requilites to pleaſe ; 
he therefore heſitated not lang, but without any Cere- 
mony, diſcovered his Deſign to his old Friend; who, 
charmed with the 'Thought of uniting his Family with 
that of a Perſon ſo dear to him, accepted his Propoſal 
with an Infinity of Joy; and that moment wrote to his 
Son, to put an end to his 'Travels, and haſten home to 
receive a Wife from his hand, who had all the Perfec- 
tions of her Sex. 

THe Affair was no ſooner agreed between them, 


man Arrmd went to the Convent, and declared to 
Areliſe 
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Areliſe what he had done for her, and withal told 
her, ſhe muſt now leave the Convent to accuſtom 
herſelf a little to the Air and Behaviour of the great 
Vorld. 

ARELISE, who, tho' ſhe wanted not Vivacity, had 
from her moſt tender Years an incomparable Solidity of 
Judgment, cou'd not think, without pain, on being 
married to a Man, whoſe Perſon and Character were 
unknown to her. She looked on a Hymer, who preſented 
himſelf to her in that faſhion, only as the Fore- runner 
of innumerable Ils: And after having pauſed a while, 
told her Father, that ſhe was ready to obey his Com- 
mands, in quitting the Convent, or any thing elſe in 
her power; but intreated, he wou'd not be too haſty in 
diſpoſing of her for ever 
ſary to know, if the Perſon he had made choice of, 
might think her worthy his Affections, and that he 
might be able to gueſs, Whether chere was any thing of 
that Sympathy between them, which can only unite 
Hearts: And then painted out to him, in the moit thelp 
Colours, the unh app/ 5 State of tv70 Perſons whoie Hands 
arc joined only by the Will of their Parents, and have 
ſor each other no more than a cold Indiference. 

158 MOND was charm'd with her good Reaſoning; 
but as he thought young Colon was worth y of every 
thingy, he did not ſeem much to rea the oy ples Nh 2 
raiſe d concerning him; and having told her, that his 
Word was paſs d, and that ſhe mutt expect hy wou'd 
perform it, as foon as Celia ſnou d arrive, quitted her, 
with a Command to prepare for her Departure from tlie 
Convent the next Day. 


Is fine, Merina, to whom 4rmeond had communicated. 


his Intentions, went the following day to the Convent, 
and brought her to her own Houſe, where ſhe was tao 
remain till her Marr lage. 
I WILL not go 2 1bout to expreſs the pleaſure we had 
in being together, nor the Praiſes her Wit and Beauty 


exatted from as many as ſaw her; the Knowledge von 


have of the perfect Friendſhip between us will ſuficient! ly 


inform you of the one, and I wil ſpa re her Modeſty on 
„ the 
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She ſaid, it was neceſ-- 
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the other Article; deſigning to be more free with it in 
things of greater Importance. Old Cælion was inchant- 
ed with her Perſon and Behaviour, and made love for 
his Son, in ſo agreeable a manner, that I, a thouſand 
times, have been ſurprized at the ill Humour Areli/e al- 
ways appeared in, when he entertained her on that Sub- 
ject: But ſhe had taken ſo ſtrong an Averſion to this 
Engagement, that it threw - her into a Melancholy, 

which made us tremble for her Health. | 

ME RINA, who had never ſeen. the young Celion, 
cou'd not intirely blame the Fears of Areliſe tor find- 
ing him not amiable. However; ſhe laboured all ſie 
cou'd to conquer this Repugnance in her, but in vain. 
Areliſe diſcovered to me all her Sentiments, and in- 
ceſſantly entertained me with the Grief ſhe was in, on 
reflecting that ſhe mult pais all at once from a Life hap- 
py and tranquil, into the Arms of a Man ſhe knew not, 
cou'd never love, and, perhaps, might be as little be- 
loved by. 

WaiLE ſhe was taken up with theſe perplexing Ideas, 
old Celioen received an Anſwer from his Son; in which 
he told him, he wou'd prepare to obey him; but that 
the Marriage he had mentioned, in his Opinion, de- 
manded more ſerious Reflections — and that he hoped, 
he wou'd not make uſe of his Authority, to inforce his 
Inchnations in a Matter of ſuch moment. 

THis Letter was not communicated but to che Fa- 
ther of Areliſe and Merina ; the latter, however, think- 
ing it wou'd alleviate her Aitlictions to hear the Mar- 
riage might not be ſoon fol:mnized, as ſhe had feared, 
by reaſon young Celien teſtified as little Impatience for 
it as herſelf, made no Secret of it to her. 

ARELISE was, indced, extremely pleaſed at this 
News ; but at the ſame time conceived a greater Aver- 
fion then ever for hr intended Spouſe: She imagined, 
that he had ſomewhere ſeen her, belore he went to tra- 
vel, and that it was his diilike of her Perſon, rather 
than this Indiffcrence for Marriage in general, that had 
made him expreis Jlumſeif in that manner; and this 
thought gave ſo poignant an Alarm to her Pride, mm 
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ſhe refolved to make uſe of her utmoſt Efforts to break 
this Engagement before his Arrival. 

Sou Days after this Letter, an Affair of very great 
Importance, relating to Merina's Eſtate, obliged her to 
80 iwonty Leagues from Paris. As ſhe cou'd not diſ- 
penſe with this Journey, ſhe deſired A4rmond to permit 
his Daughter to accompany her, as C2/79 cou'd not ” 
expected til after the time ſhe propolcd to ſtay in th 
Country ; telling him, ſhe hoped, the Div erſions he 
wou'd find in that Place, wou'd reſtore her Health, al- 
leviate her Sadneſs, and perhaps render her more ſub- 
miſſive to his Will at her Return. 


ARMOND, to whom the Melancholy of his Daugli- 


ter bezan to b 10 a little dripleating, and who Was reſol- 
ved not to change his Reſolution as to her Marriage, 
conſented to the Requeit of his Siſter; and we al thre 
leſt Paris in a Situation of- Mind perfec aly agreeable: 
Areliſe, becauſe ſhe ſhou'd now be eaſed of the Vacs 
tion it gave her to hear the Names of Celion; myſelf, 
becauſe the Chai nge of Place, and Variety of Company 
was conformab! e to my Humour; and Merina, becauſe 
of the Pleaiu e ſhe procure d us. 

Tu E os of her Tens at her Country-Scat was 
no ſooner ſpread abroad, than ail the neighbouring No- 
bility and Country ca came to viſit her: Among the Num- 
ber of the latter, was a Gentleman, whom the had 
known a loag time, and greatly eftcemed. He had a 
Son lately recorned 4 from ihe Army, whom he preſented 
to us, and a Friend of his, named Alcippe, of whom he 
gave the higheſt Character. 

Bor thete needed not mech Eloquence to perſuade 
us of his Merit; Alcigpe is one of thoſe Perſons „who 
at ſirſt fight prejudice the Heart with a fecret Liteem : 
There is ſomewhat in his Face, his Shape, and Air, 
which is not to be deſcribed; and tho' he has the 
ſineſt Fea ures, the beft-turn'd Limbe, and molt grace- 
ſul Mien, that out of this Aiembly was ever icen, yet 
his Behaviour is more ſtriking then them all. With 
all this, he is extremely learned, without affecirg to 
appear ſo has a ſparkling Genius, and a mater of 
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Addreſs, which engages your Attention to what he 1s 
about to ſay, before he utters it. 

Tus Alcippe, ſuch as I have painted him, attracted 
all our Eyes 1 was charmed with him 
As for Areliſe, ſhe was unable, while he was in the 
Room, to look on any other Object her Heart 
at once conſeſs d his Power of pleaſing, and grew more 
rebellious than ever againſt the Inclination her Father 
Wiſn'd the ſhou'd be inſpired with. But if the beau- 
tiful Hreliſeè was fo ſenſible of the Merit of Alcippe, Al. 
ciffe was no leſs ſtruck with the Charms of Areliſe. 
Her Beauty ſurprized him, her Wit turned him 
to aum ration; and three Hours Converſation ſer- 


1 


Veil to fix in his mind the moſt violent Paſſion that ever 
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Was. 1 was intirely free from any Agitations of 
WY un at time, I had leiſure to obſerve theirs, 
and was 1 Miſtreſs of the Secrets of both 
Lic Hearts. 

1316 Viſit was followed by ſeveral others on the part 
of Fife, Who having been once introduced, did not, 
eys Wait for his Friend, to give himſelf the Satiſ- 
action of comirg to our Houſe. Merina, as well for 
l: oven Merit, as for having been „ by the 
o19 Centleman, —— s received him with the greateſt 
Marks of A and Eſteem. However, tho' the Paſ- 
on of _ Pe was as great as COU 'd be conceived by any 
cart, he for bore giving any Teſtimonies of it but by 
hits lies: And waen I prel! ed Areliſa to let me know 
ke; den ntments concerning this ch arm ng Stranger, ſhe 
on!) I wiſh the Perſon they wou'd have me marry 


15 
bad ry e "fame e Merit. INor cou'd I ever draw any far- 
her Conſeſſion from her Mouth. 

BITE RINA's Affairs detained her longer than ſhe had 
expected; we had already paſs'd a Month there, and 
they y were not terminated, Arie rejoiced at this Pe- 
lay ; and the Diverſion I took in beholding theſe 
Lovers, who, in ſpite of themſelves, dil covered every 
moment a mutual Flame, hindered me from being 


lorry, 
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Tuer were now become intimate Acquaintance, not 
a Ke, paſs'd without his entertaining us either at heme, 

rin a fine Walk near the Houſe ; the y found every 
moment ſome new Charm to encreaſe the Paſſion they 
hed ſor each other ; and yet all this without ſpeaking 
one Word, but ſuch as Perſons the leaſt intereſted wou 4 
have uttered. 

As Areliſe has fince confeſs'd, ſhe was not a little per- 

exed, that ſhe knew no more of this Charmer of her 
Soul, than that he was.a Man of Condition ; and won- 
dered, that in all the Diſcourſe he entertained her with, 
he never mention'd one Word of his Family. But my 
Curioſity was more alert, tho* my Concern was lef: 53 
and one day being alone with the old Gentleman, who 
hid firſt brought him acquainted with us, I entreated 
him to inform me of all he knew of Alcippe. 

Mapam, anſwered * the Secrets of our Friends are 
no part of our Property : Nor can we diſpoſe of them 
without a Crime. Forgive me therefore, that I declare 
not that of Alcippe —all that is permitted me to re- 

eal is, that he is a Man of Quality, that he is with 
me, unknovn to his Family, who bw him at a 
much re ater diftance An Affair of the utmoit 
Importance to him, compels him to behave in this 


manner; and as I am intimate v ich his Father, I ſhall 
very! 
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Tuts Diſcoufſe, inſtend of fatis tying, made me yet 
moro und uiet; 5 cou'd not imagine wha t intrigue, dit- 
0 ble to the Family of Aleippe, fhou'd make him 


ſtand in need of a Mediator, and cou'd think on no- 
tvs; but that he was privately married to a Perſon he 

cou'd not hope they wou'd approve I trembled 
now for Areliſe, yet cou'd not avoid communicating my 
Suſpicions to her. She was greatly aſtoniih'd, and a vi- 
ſible T rouble over-ſpread her Face, while I was talking 
to her; I know not, how far this might have obliged 
her to own her focret Inclinations to me, had not an 


Accident, then undreamgd of, render'd that Confidence 
unneceſſary. 
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Tux next day after we had this Converſation, Mlcippe 
came to viſit us as uſual, and finding nobody in the 
Parlour, but Areliſe and myſelf, he threw himſelf, the 
moment of his Entrance, at the Feet of Areh/e; and 
looking on her with an Air of mingled Tenderneſs and 
Deſpair, Merina, ſaid he, has juſt now told me News, 
which 1s the Sentence of my Death They wou'd 
marry you, Oh beautiful Are//e ! and the unfortunate 
Alcipze muſt never ſee you in the fineſt City in the 
World, but in the Arms of a Huſband. 

Fo x, in fine, continued he, withcut giving her times 
to interrupt him, I can no longer conceal from you, 
that I adore you; and ſince in loſing you, I am aſſured 
I loſe my Life, I cannot leave the World without 
letting you know the Paſſion you have inſpired me 
with. 

ARELISE was ſo much ſurprized at this Declara- 
tion, that ſhe had not power to reply to it for a conſi- 
dgrable time; but at length recollecting herſelf, Since, 
taid ſhe, you have been told of the Engagements I am 
under, you ought to have ſpar'd a Confeſſion, which I 
can look on as no other than as a double Affront 
My Virgin-ſtate demands a Behaviour more reſpectful 
and leſs preſuming ; and the State, which you ſay I am 
about to enter into, ſhou'd, methinks, have obliged you 
to an eternal Silence. 

I exr erb a no leſs cruel Anſwer, reſumed AIcippe, 
wich an Agony which no falſe Love cou'd counterfeit : 
came not hither in the Hope you wou'd approve my 
Flame, which, but for the dreadful Shock it has juſt 
now received from the Mouth of Merina, ſhould not 
have been reveal'd to you, but by thoſe who have the 
Power of diſpoſing you but in the certainty of 
loſing you, nothing is left for me to with or fear; and 
the only Favour I implore, is Pernuſhon to die at your 


Feet. 


Love, Grief, and Confufion, were ſo truly imprint- 
el on his Face, and he appeared ſo full of Charms 
in this pity-moving State, that Areliſe muſt have been 
much leſs prepoſſeſſed than ſhe was in his favour, not 

EN o 
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to be touch'd with what he ſaid. Alas! ſaid ſhe, you 
are not unhappy alone, I follow not the dictates of my 


Duty, but with the moſt painful Reluctance 
I know not him who is deſtin'd to be my Huſband, I 
have never ſeen him, and Love has not the leait part in 
my Engagement. | | 

Ou Heaven! cry'd Alcippe, what a Conformity there 
is between our Fates! I am not here, but to avoid en- 
tering into an Engagement my Father has formed for 
me, without conſulting my Heart I never ſaw 
the Lady they wou'd have me marry ; I have not yet 
ſo much as heard hef Name nor was it the 
Impreſſion of any other Charms, which rendered this 
Union diſagrecable I lived without any Attach- 
ment till I ſaw your Beauties, but the fole Regret I 
found in my ſelf, to paſs my whole Liie with a Perion 
wholly unknown to me, till the moment I was to give 
my Hand -—— But now, continued he, now judge 
how odious muſt be thoſe Apprehenſons, when J have 
ſcen, convers'd, and fili'd my Heart with the moſt ado- 
rable Object in the World No, added he with 
Tranſport, no Con, never hope, that your Son, una- 
ble to poſieſs the 1acomparable Areliſe, will ever give 
himſelf to another, 

GOOD God! ciy'd we both out at the ſame time, 
What ſay you, Alcippe ? What! added Arelſe, with an 
Aſoniſhuwent which nothing cou'd equal, is A/cippe the 
Son of Celon £ 

Ves Madam, reply'd he, with a trembling Voice, 
not knowing to what Cauſe to attribute our Surprize, 
is Celian of your Acquaintance ? Ah ! my dear Alcip- 
pe, reſumed the, giving him her Hand, I can now, 
without a Crime, confeis tis only you I can be made 
to love. | 

TuESsE Words, fo little expected, and fo fu 
Tenderneſs, made the tranſported Alcippe immediate! 
conceive the Truth: And kiffing a thouſand times 
the Hand ſhe had ſtretched out to him, Can it he poi- 


ſible, my charming Aeliſe, ſaid he, that you are the 
Object, I believed fo injurious to my Withes ? And 
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am I the happy Man, to whom they wou'd ſacrifice 
yy wy 4 
RELISE was too much taken up with Joy and 
Wonder to be able to ſpeak; and I was obliged to 
inform Zippe of all I have been recounting to you. 
rap ferviards told us, that he had no ſooner recerved 
the Letrer from ls P. ather, than he took Poſt, and 
came dire * y to the Houſe of that Gentleman, with 
who n we ſaw him firſt, in hope that old Friend might 
prevail on Celion not to precipitate a Marriage, 1or 
which he had not the leaſt Inclination, and to permit 
him to live without any Engagement of that kind, 
till Lore, and the Character of "the Perſon he ſhou'd 
marry, had given the neceſſary Preparations to his 
}icart. : 
ALCTIPPE ſiniſn'd his Recital juſt as Merina entered 
the Roo om with the Gentleman he had been ſpeaking 
of. The Situation they found us in, extremely ſurpri- 
zed them; rele, who at this Accident cou'd not re- 
ra Tears of Joy and Tenderneſs from falling from 
her Eves, had a Handkerchief before her Face. Alcippe 
Was erabract nz her Knees, and kiſſing her Hands, with 
all the Demonſtrations of an unutterable and immo- 
derate Ex taſy ; myſelf, with the Remains of a pleaſed 
Attorifhmen on my Face, a filent Witneſs of their 
nutual IT r This Scene altogether appeared ſo 
range to both the Spectators, that they ſtood for ſome 
Moments conte mpl. ting it without ſpeaking; at laſt, 
Siena! ſaid Merina to me, what has happened ? The 
moſt un expec fed and moſt charming of all the Adven- 
taros in the World, Madam, anſwe r'd I. Theſe Words 
raving Alciſpe and Areliſe turn their Eyes that way, 
the y boch roſe ſadderly from the poſture they were in. 
Acippe ran like a Man quite beſide himſelf to his Friend, 
and caught him in his Arms, where he held him in the 


ay grenuous Embrace, without having the power of 
uttering one W ord ; tho' none that ever liv'd expreſſed 
e with more caſe, ora better Grace, on any other 
Occaſion. And Areliſe withdrew to the Cloſct, to con- 


ccal the Emotions with Which ſhe was agitated ; 80 that 
there 
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there remained only myſelf to explain to Merina the 
Motives of what ſhe ſaw. 

I Gave her as exact an Account as was poſſible in a 
few Words, being willing to put an end to the Pain an 
unſatisfy'd Curioſity muſt give her; and alſo to leave 
to the Lovers the Pleaſure of acquainting her with the 
Particulars. Never was a Joy more perie and ſincere, 
than what this virtuous Lady feit at being inſormed 
of this Adventure. She embraced 4/cipze a thouſand 
Times, and as often blefied the Moment i in which ſhe 
came into the Country. The old Gentleman was no 
= charmed, and congratulated his Friend in Terms, 

which teſtihed how dear his Happineſs was to him: A 
hy this, we ran all together to the Cabinet of Are/ e, 
who cou'd not ſee us without being covered with Bluſh- 
es; but the wort'y Merina having convinced her of the 
Contentment this Diſco very had given her, nothing now 
was talked of, but the unforeſeen ways by which Prov1- 
dence conducts to Happinets, thoſe whom it vouthſafes 
to favour 

MERIN 4 wrote immedia ately to her Brother, and 
incloſed a Letter Ace wrote to him, and another to 
Celion: And you may judge of the Satisfaction theſe 
two Friends felt, in having every thing fall out fo much 
to their wiſh. Merina, who wou'd not be the Cauſe of 
delaying Nuptials fo much long'd for by all Parties, left 
the care of hes Atfairs to a Friend, and ſet out with us 
for Paris, where we arrived with Sentiments very diffe- 
rent from thoſe with winch we had left it. 

Ov k Lovers, cqually charmed one with the other, 
and growing every day more dear, waited for the Ce- 
lebration of thoſe Rites, winch ſhould unice them for 
ever, with a viſible Impatience on one fide, and per- 
haps a ſecret Propenfity on the other; when the Fa- 
ther of Areliſe was ſoiz'd with 2 v iolent Fever, vVnich 
deprived her of him in three ays. His Death gave 
a ſad Interval to their De elight ts and Expedations': 
Not all the Paſſion Are/je was poſſeiled of, cou'd 
tranſport her to violate the Decorum ſhe owed” tO che 
Memory of ſo dear à Paren - 
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muſt not hope, ſhe wou'd fulfil her Engagement with 
him, till the full time of her Mourning was expired : 
And tho' he looked on this Delay as the ſevereſt Morti- 
fcation cou'd have befallen him, he was too ſubmiſſive 
not to conform to it. This Year has ſerved to make 
them know each other yet better; and to cement their 
Hearts more firmly by the Conſtancy, the Aſſiduity and 
tne Tenderneſs of both their Behaviours. It has now 
been expired three Weeks; but Merina being abſent, 
AHeippe and Liſimond are gone to her, in order to entreat 
her Return, and to prevail on her, that both the Nup- 
tials may be celebrated the ſame Day. 


SILYTANA having ceaſed ſpeaking, all the Com- 
pany manifeſted the pleaſure they took in the Recital 
the had given them. Urama, and her Friends, tenderly 
embraced Arche, and congratulated her on her ap- 
proaching Felicity; and that beautiful Lady, in return- 
ing their Careſſes, loſt the Confuſion ſhe had been in 
during the Diſcourſe of Silviana. We ſhou'd have been 
extremely forry, ſaid Thelamont, to have been deprived 
of the Pleaſure this little Hiſtory has afforded us; and 
the Intereſt Crania and all of us take in what concerns 
you, deſerves this Mark of your Confidence. 

I ASSURE you, anſwer'd ſhe ſmiling, I intended to 
have deſired Celemena to inform you of all this after my 
Departure; tho* I cou'd not reſolve to conſent to it, 
while I was preſent ; and Silviana has been guilty of a 
kind of Treaſon to me in doing it, which I ſhall not 
very eaſily forgive. | 

WE mult all take her part againſt you, ſaid Or/ames, 
having only done it in compliance with our 7 . 
and to augment that perfect Eſteem you have inſpired 
us with. The Diſcovery of Alcippe, interrupted Camil- 
la, is very ſingular and delightful ; and I cou'd not help 
wiſhing it might happen ſo, all the time Si/viana was 
{peaking. | 

You Rs, with your dear Alphonſena, anſwer'd Florinda, 
was not leſs intereſting; and I am perſuaded, that of 
Alcizpe brought it into your Mind more than once. 2 o- 
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| thing is more certain, added Eraßnus, the Looks they 


caſt on one another, while Si lviana was relating that 
part of the Story, leave us no room to doubt it. 

Tuis Raillery was for ſome time the Subfect of their 
Converſation, till being told Dinner was ready, Urania 
ordered it ſhou'd be brought into Florinda's Apartment. 
As this amiable Society never entertained each other 
with any Diſcourſe, but on general Matters before the 
Servants, the Table was no ſooner taken away, than 
Celemena began to ſpeak in this manner. 

Tuo' I were enjoined Silence as a Penance, ſaid ſhe, 
I cou'd not keep myſelf from praiſing the faſhion in 
which we live here, nor from — to Siluiana 
and Areliſe one thing, which is to me the moſt agreea- 


ble of all. It is, continued ſhe, that every thing reci- 


ted here is accompanied with the Charms of Novelty ; 
and tho' one has heard the ſame Stories never ſo often, 
they are told in ſuch a manner, as to perſuade one that 
one knew nothing of them before. 

NoTrinG can be a greater Compliment. to us than 
this Remark, reply'd Crania; and we ought to think 
ourſelves very happy, if in the time you have honoured 
us with your Preſence, you have found no reaſon to re- 
pent your Goodnels. 

As for my part, ſaid Camilla with the moſt charming 
Sprightlineſs, I am not among the number of thoſe to 
whom this praiſe is addreſſed. I liſten with pleaſure 
to all I hear ſaid, and endeavour to improve by it ; but 
freely confeſs, I have not a Fund of Reading ſufficient 
to enable me to be one of the Speakers. 

GREAT Reading, anſwered 4/phon/o, does not always 
furniſh out Diſcourſes, ſuch as Celemena means. I be- 
lieve, a Man who contents himſelf with reporting Facts 
juſt as he has found them, will give but a dull Enter- 
tainment to his Hearers ; and if they ſwell to any length, 
rather fatigue than pleaſe. | 

THis is a Truth, which every day gives us ſome 
experience of, ſaid 7 helamont ; it is not by the much 
Reading, but the good uſe of it, that we can render 
it either profitable to ourſelves, or agreeable to others. 
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All Men, who apply themſelves to Study, and hope to 
draw any advantage from their Labours, ſhou'd make 
choice of the beſt Authors, read them with Attention, 
and many times over; then reflect and meditate on 
what they have read ; and when they have made them- 
ſelves Maſters of the whole, range each different Sub- 


ject apart in the Memory, to avoid the Confuſion of 


mingled Ideas. This Method, with the help of a good 
Genius, for without that nothing can ſucceed, "will 
without all queſtion, render every thing they ſay, or 
write, capable of doing Service to the World, and Ho- 
nour to themſelves. 

A coop Fainter fetches his Colours from every Quar- 
ter of the World; he grinds them fine; he firſt ſepa- 
rates, then mingles them; gives them the Shadows 
proper to expreſs the ſubject he has form'd in his Idea; 
and then takes his Pencil, and falls to work. Art is fo 
well ſeconded by his happy Genins, that he paints the 
very Mind and Sentiments, as well as Features; gives a 
Soul to every Figure; and makes the Piece ſo lively 
and ſo perfect, that it becomes the Admiration of all 
Ages. 

"Fis thus a Man of Wit ſhou'd do with Matters on 
which he wou'd ſpeak, or write. Reading ſhou'd fur- 
niſh him with Subject, Education with Words, and In- 
vention with an agreeable Variety ; and even the Paſ- 
ſions muſt not be leit out, becauſe they ſerve to illuſtrate 
and give a force and energy to his Diſcourſe. 

Sou People imagine, that to repeat what has been 
well ſaid by another, is ſufficient to pleaſe ; and fo it 
is to thoſe unacquainted with it before ; but to others, 
he will appear no better than a Plagiary It is the 
Art of giving a different Turn to the ſame Story, add- 
ing ſuch Particulars, as may reaſonably be ſuppoſed to 
have happened, and diminiſhing ſuch as ſerve neither 
to amuſe, nor inſtruct — and diverſify ing the Manner, 
tho* ſtill adhering ſtrictly to the Truth, that muſt make 
one liſten with any pleaſure or attention, to an Adven- 
ture one has already been acquainted with, 


EVERY 
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Fvery thing has been treated on, but the different 
ways of treating the ſame ſubje& are exhauſtleſs. A 


Man, who makes the right ny. of his Reading, will 


improve on every thing ; form new Maxims and Pre- 
cepts on the Maxims and Precepts of others ; and by 
ingraiting his own Cions on the Trees of the Ancients, 
give the Field of Learning a new and more beautiful 
Proſpe& ; whence he, at any time, may gather Orna- 
ments for his Diſcourſe. 

Tris Inſtruction, ſaid Or/ames, is as uſeful as agree- 

ble, eſpecially from the Mouth of a Perſon whoſe own 
8 is a Proof of what he ſays. is true, 
added Era/mus, that if every one read in the manner 
Fhelamont directs, the Mind wou'd be more embelliſhed, 
the, Memory leſs charged, and the Productions more a- 
oreeable, Iis eaſy to ſee, interrupted Julia, that The- 
lamont has praiſed himſclf, this admirable Leſſon he 
gives to others. 

OROPHANES finding the jb were preparing to: make 
the Modeſty of his Friend ſafer by their Praiſes, hin- 
dered Julia from proceeding, by telling the Company, 
that ſince they cou'd not w alk, they ought at leait not 
to.deny themſelves the proſpect of the T erraſs, ſince 
that Apartment had the full Command of it; and Fo- 
rinda had aſſured them, it wou'd be no way incommo- 
dious to her. On which they opened the Doors of a 
large Balcony that overlook'd the Gardens and the Ri- 
ver beyond them: At the fight of this laſt Object, Ca- 
milla cry'd out with a more than ordinary Vivacity, I 
cannot comprehend, why that Element, that is ſo vaſt, 
ſo rich, and ſo formidable, has not its Monarchs as W ell 
as the Land; and why Men have not endeavoured to 
appropriate the Seas, as they do the Kingdoms and So- 
vereignties. 

Tris Reflection of Camilla's made all the Com- 
pany laugh, but Alphorn, who very well knew; 
that his amiable Spouſe had not made it without de- 
ſign. The Sea, anſwered he, is common to all Men; 
the Art of Navigation having given birth to Com- 


merce, by the Ivieaus of which teveral Kingdoms and 
Republicks, 
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Republicks, the leaſt conſiderable in their Origins, 
have become, in proceſs of time, ſtrong enough to cope 
with the moſt opulent Monarchs, — often to over- 
come them. In fine, my dear Camilla, to anſwer to 
your Queſtion, one mult ſay, the Empire of the Sea 
always appertains to the moſt powertul on that Ele- 
ment, 

Ir is true, ſaid The/amont, that maritime Forces are 
the beſt Security of a State ; and whoever is Maſter of 
the Sea may, without much difficulty, become ſo of 
the Land. It is therefore neceflary for Sovereign Prin- 
ces to keep up a naval Strength, ſufhcient to deter their 
Enemies from a too near Approach. Ambition too, as 
well as Safety, methinks, ſhou'd prompt all Monarchs 
to propagate their Power this way : What great things 
may be brought about by a powerful Fleet, very early 
Experience informs us. We need but lcok back, and 
{ce to what a height of Grandeur the Greets arrived, 
merely by the help of their Marines. 

Berokt them, added Orophanes, the Afjrians, the 
Indians, the Perfians, and the Egyptians attributed to 
themſelves the Empire of the Sea; and ſince, the Car- 
thaginians, the Romans, and ſeveral leſſer States. 

YEs, reſumed Thelamont, all theſe People have pre- 
tended to appropriate this Sovereigaty, according as 
they found themſelves more ſtrong by Sea than their 
Neighbours. But I think the Greeks boait of a Title 
more authentick, tho' leſs eſſential, which is the Right 
of Inheritance and Elderſhip. They ſay that Neptune, 
a Grecian, ſirſt invented the Art of Navigation; and 
that King Saturn, his Father, __ him the Command 
of his naval Forces, in which Poſt he acquitted himſelf 
with ſuch Glory, that Poſterity built Temples to his 
Name, erected Alters, and ſacrificed to him, regarding 
him as the God of the Sea; and that Minos, his Ne- 
phew, the Son of Jupiter, who was the Brother of Nep- 
tune, by right of Succeſſion, as well as by the great things 
he did, after him was in poſſeſſion of the Sovereignty. - 

HowEveER that be, it is certain, that the Syri- 


an, the Egyptians, the Rhedians, thoſe of Cyprus, * 
| 5 
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of Phenicia, have paſſed for the moſt valiant, and moſt 
experienced in the Art of Navigation ; they extended 
their Commerce into the fartheſt Parts of Afa, and into 
Africk and Europe, where they eſtabliſhed Colonies, and 
founded great Cities ; ſome of which are remaining to 
this day. As to what regards the Greeks, it is proved 
by Thucydides and Libanius, that the Corinthians were 
the firſt among them that had Veſſels fit for War; that 
Aminocles of Corinth built four for the Samians, and 
that the firſt Naval Fight in the Grecian Seas, was be- 
twixt thoſe of Samos and the Corcyriars. But that which 
may convince us, how weak they were on the Sea, in 
their beginning to cultivate the Art of Navigation, 1s, 
that when the Athenians gave battle to the Æginetes, 
they cou'd fend out no more than fifty Gallies, of three 
Oars a-piece ; and that this Republick had then no 
other Port but that of Phalerum, which was very ſmall, 
and every way incommodious for the coming in or out 
of Ships. 

IT was perhaps from this little Port, interrupted 
Eraſmus, that Theſeus went to Crete, in order to ſatisfy 
the Revenge that Minos had vowed for the Death of his 
Son Androgeus. | 

And it was here alſo, reſumed The/amont, that Me- 
reſthenes ſpread his Sails to conduct the Grecian Army 
againſt Trey, that famous War ſo much boaſted of and 
illuſtrated by the Poets. But in fine, the Forces of the 
Athenians by Sea, their Ports, their Arſenals, were 
then of little conſideration; nor become of much more 
till the time of Themificcles, who, expecting the Re- 
turn of the Perſians, their implacable Enemies, per- 
ſuaded them to deſtroy the Pirea; which was a Place 
of no other uſe than for the Publick Council to aſ- 
ſemble in, and convert it into a large Port, which 
might contain a great number of Veſſels, with Arſe- 
nals at hand, furniſhed with every thing neceſſary to 
equip them for an Expedition. This Propoſal being 
readily aſſented to, this great Themiftocles, for the 
better Succeſs of his Deſign, engaged the Athenians 


to make all Strangers free, and to give the ſame Pri- 
vileges 
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vileges the ancient Inhabitants enjoyed, to all thoſe who 
aided the Republick with their Labour or their Sub- 
ſtance, for the advancing and bringing to perfection this 
uſeful Undertaking. | 

Tuis Decree was no ſooner made publick, than a 
vaſt Concourſe of People flock'd to 4:hens from all 
Parts; ſome of which contributed their Money, and 


many more their Labour: So that what with the great 


number of Hands, and the Encouragement given to the 
Workmen, the Affair went on ſo well, that in ſpite of 
the Jealouſy which the Proſperity of 4thers inſpired her 
Neighbours with, and the Enemies of Themifoclzs in 
particular; he obtained, much ſooner than cou'd have 
been expected, the compleating what he had projected: 
He alſo converted a waſte Place into another Port, 
which he called Municbea, and put every thing into 
ſuch a Condition, that the Republick of Athens en- 
creaſed every day in Power and Reputation. The num- 
ber of her Inhabitants were enlarged ; her Cities ag- 
grancized ; her 'Treatury filled; and a continual Flo 


of Wealth poured in upon her by her Commerce; for 


the Convenience of which, ſhe had now three fine 
Ports, the Phalerum, the Pirea, and the Munchen. 
THEMISTOCLES allo propoſed to purchaſe ar 
hundred Galleys, to join thoſe already in the Harbours 
and to build twenty more every Year, to the end the 
naval Forces of the Republick might be inſenſibly 
augmented, and to oblige the Athenian Youth to learn 
the Exerciſe of the Sea; which, he ſaid, was the only 
certain means to render a State rich and powerful by 
Commerce. In fine, he ra iſed this City to ſuch a 
pitch of Fame, that it was enough to be born in 
Athens, to be imagined poileſied of every ſhining or 
uſeful Quality. Ihe Lacedemonians gave an Inſtance 
of this, when having loft the Empire of the Sea, they 
choſe Arifiidzs, a banith'd Athenian for their General, 
in the great Enterprize of giving Freedom ro all 
Greece, and ſubjecting Pera, and ſome Part of A. 


frick and Europe. But that which mott- ſurprizingly 


proved the ſudden Grandeur of the Athenians, was, 
that 
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that when by the divine Eloquence of Gorgias the Si- 
cilian Ambaſſador, they were prevailed upon to ſend 
Succours againſt the Sracuſians, they covered the Sea 
with two hundred and fifty large Gallies, all ftoutly 
mann'd ; and named for their Admirals Erymedon and 
Sophocles. 

Ix fine, the Republick having given Commiſſion to 
Lycurgus, the Son of Lycophron, to raiſe a powerful naval 
Armament, he equipp'd near four hundred Gallies ; and 
then by the Advice of Themiftacles, Pericles, and this 
ſame Lycurgus, they enlarged the Port and 4-/enal of 
Pirea, and had Workmen continually employ'd in 
building new Veſſels, and refitting up the old. Beſides 
thoſe three Arſenals I have mentioned, they alſo erected 
another, of a much greater Circumference ; and it ſer- 
ved, as it were, for the general Storehouſe, whence all 
the others were ſupplied : But I need ſay no more, to 
give you an Idea of this ſumptuous Edifice, than what 
is agreed by moſt Authors, that the magnificent Arſenal 
of Venice was formed on the Plan of that of the Athenians. 

WHEN arrived at this high Degree of Power, they 
eſtabliſhed two Magiſtrates ; the one had the Care of 
equipping the Navy, and furniſhing what number of 
Veſtcls the Republick ſhou'd have need of; the other, 
that of ſending them out of the Harbour to the Place 
of the general Rendezvous : Where they were received 
by the Admiral, whom the Gres called 7 Halaſſiarc ha. 
Every Galley had alſo a particular Captain, whom they 
z2med 7riarchus : Theſe were all eminent Men, great 
Sailors, and took a pride in outvying each other in em- 
belliſhing their Ships. 

By theſe prudent Steps, and honeſt Diligence among 
the ſuperior and ſubaltern Officers, did the Athenians 
carry their Commerce to almoſt all the Parts of the 
then known World - Wherever they ſpread their 
Banners, Reſpect and Fear attended them — their 
Ships had Privileges, denied to thoſe of all other Na- 
tions -——- They ſeemed to monopolize Traffick 
and came loaded with immenſe Riches to their Ports 
the publick "Treaſure augmented hon 
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ticular Perſons grew every day more opulent But 
alas ! this Opulence, this Prodigality, of Good-fortune, 
as I may call it, proved fatal to them in the end; it 
introduced Luxury and Debauchery among them ; and 
they ſunk into an unhappy Indolence, which deſtroyed 
all the Advantages Induſtry had gained In fine, 
they neglected their maritime Forces, by which alone 
they roſe to Greatneſs loſt the Empire of the Sea, 
ſuftered their Veſſels to be plundered even in their fight, 
and themſelves to be inſulted by thoſe very People, who 
ſo lately had paid them Homage; and from being re- 
garded with Admiration, fell into the utmoſt Contempt 
and Deriſion. | 

In this decay of their State, added Or/ames, they allo 
ran into Acts of Injuſtice, no leſs extravagant than 
cruel ; witneſs the Death of Socrates, of which they 
indeed repented, but too late. 

Wurxx the Manners of a People are once degenera- 
ted, ſaid Alpbonſo, Crimes grow upon them faſter than 
their Days ; and 'tis not to be wondered at, that when 
Virtue is aboliſhed, they ſhou'd arrive at a Complica- 
tion of Vice. But what ſeems molt ſtrange to me a- 
mong the Athenians, is their exceſſive Superſtition, in 
ſpite of the great Number of learned Men born and e- 
ducated in that City. They preſerved in their Ports, 
thro' a motive of Religion, two Gallies ; one called 
Delia, in which they ſay Theſeus ſailed to Crete; and 
the other Paralus, after a Hero, whoſe Memory was 
held in veneration by them. Theſe Veſlels were kept 
in continual Repair, and every Year adorned with the 
moſt valuable things in the Republick, or that were 
brought from foreign Coaſts. Painters, Statuaries, and 
thoſe who were ingenious in ſetting precious Stones, 
contributed the utmoſt of their Art for the Embelliſh- 


ment of the ſacred Veſſels. That called Della, was 


carried in a * manner to Delos, to a ſolemn Sa- 
crifice they made there; and from the time of its ſail- 
ing forth to its return, the Athenians were forbid, by an 


expreſs Law, to puniſh any Man with Death, for what 


Crime ſocver. Thoſe who mann'd it, were called De- 
 liates ; 
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Jiates ; they had double Salaries, were exempt from all 
Taxes, and treated with the higheſt Reſpect. The Pa- 
ramus, Which they alſo named Salamine, had the ſame 
Privileges, and thoſe who ſerved in it were called Pa- 
ralli. This Superſtition reigned among them till the 
time of Demetrius Phalareus, which was indeed that of 
their total Ruin. And when I conſider it, I am aſha- 
med to reflect how little human Nature is capable of 
being brought to PerſeCtion ; ſince Men, whoſe pro- 
found Knowledge ſerves as an Example for all the Na- 
tions in the World, cou'd devote themſelves to ſuch 
groſs Fooleries. 

I am not ſo much ſurprized at their Superſtition, ſaid 
Florinda, as I am that all their Knowledge, their Wiſ- 
dom and their Philoſophy cou'd not defend them from 
that Luxury, that Pride, and that Ambition, which oc- 
caſioned their Deſtruction. 

I RATHER wonder, reſumed Thelamont, that Vices fo 
known, and acknowledged to be ſuch, cou'd have any 
Prevalence where Superſtition (which 1s only the tos 
great Exceſs of Devotion) had ſo much Power; but 
where a State is deſtin'd to Ruin, even the greateſt Op- 
poſites unite, for bringing about the Work of Fate. 
But to return to Navigation; the Phæœriciant, and 
thoſe of Tyre and Sidon, carried this Art above all the 
People of their Time. They acquired the Superiority 
of the Seas in Aa, Africk and Europe. They had pow- 
eriul Succours to afford to their Allies, whenever they 
ſtood in need of them; and had fo great a number of 
trading Veſiels, that they carried their Manufactures to 
Countries moſt remote: They had alſo the Honour of 
exploring many Tracts of Land, which before were al- 
together unknown. 

Tuk v laid the Foundation of many great and beauti- 
ful Cities, wiz. Utica, Hippone, Lempta in Africk, Thebes 


in Greece, Teles in Egypt, Cadiz, and Carthage in 


Shain; but the moſt famous of their Eſtabliſhments, 
2nd what did them the moſt Honour, was that of 
Carthage in Africk; which, from a ſmall beginning, 
and little other Advantage than a happy Situation, 
became afterwards fo coniiderable by its Fen and 

: om 


by — ̃ P:᷑̃ꝓ.ß„%.ůñüñ1öö! —Ub pos 


— r WRT .2OInenIr cp” 


— * - 
xz” pany uf =... 


I ˙ A.” 


a 


A cc 


1420 

Commerce. The Form of Government was fo wiſe, 
and ſo well conftituted, that the Senate of this Repub- 
lick acquired a high Reputation. Theſe People had no 
ſooner made themſelves Maſters of the Coaſts of 4frich, 
from Egypt to the Straits between the two Mountains, 
which, they ſay, were divided by Hercules, and there- 
fore called his Pillars, than they undertook the Conqueſt 
of ain. The Succeſs they met with in that Enter- 
prize ſurpaſſed their hopes; and ſeeing Fortune conti- 
nned ftill favourable to their Endeavours, they built a 
City there, called New Carthage ; where they eſtabliſh-' 
ed a Senate, a Governor, and other Magiſtrates, and 
left a powerful Army to maintain their Conqueſt, and to 
compleat that of the whole Kingdom. 

As the Senate of Carthage had no Views but thoſe of 
aggrandizing their Commonwealth, they gave Orders to 
the Admiral, who commanded their Fleet in Spain, to 
paſs the Straits, and diſcover all the Coaſts of Africk on 
the fide of the Ocean. This great Man, who was 
called Hanno, had the honour to double both the Capes; 
an Enterprize which our modern Navigators think very 
dificult. He paſſed the Arabian Sea with all his Fleet; 
and at laſt arrived at Suez, a City on the Borders of 
the Rea Sca; from whence he diſpatched young A/dru- 
bal! his Nephew, with an Account to the Senate of the 
Diſcoveries he had made, and a full Deſcription of all 
the Coaſts of 4frick, both Eaſt and Weſt, and the Ad- 
vantages might accrue to the Cartvagimians by the 
Knowledge of theſe Places. 

AFTER the Deſtruction of Carthage by the No- 
mans, this Writing was found in the Archives, care- 
fully preſerved ; whence it was taken, and by Order 
of the Senate of Rome, tranſlated from the Punic Lan- 
guage into Latin, as an authentic Monument of their 
Victory, and the Slavery of the Carthaginians, Theſe 
precieus Memoirs, as thoſe of Himite, another Ad- 
miral of the Carthaginians, who had diſcovered the 
N part of Europe, even to the Extremity of the 

orth, were placed among the many precious things 
the Roman had acquired by their Arms. It appeared 


like- 
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likewiſe, by many other Writings, taken at the ſame 
time, that the Carthaginians had eſtabliſhed a regular 
Commerce with thoſe who inhabited the Coaſts of 4- 
frick ; whence they brought a prodigious Quantity of 
the fineſt Gold in the World. But the Romans, who (tho 
excellent Soldiers on Land) were neither ſo intrepid by 
Sea, nor ſuch good Sailors as the Carthaginians, profited 
but little by theſe Diſcoveries. 

Tu Republick of Carthage, ſaid Eraſmus, cou'd not 
be expected to remain long in the Situation it once was: 
The Fame of her Conqueſts, and her immenſe Riches, 
having excited the Jealouſy and Envy of all the Poten- 
tates of that time. | 

"F1s true, reply'd Orophanes, the Reputation of the 
Carthaginians, and the daily Encreaſe of their Power, 
coming to the Ears of Alexander the Great, as he re- 
turned from his Conqueſt in the Indies, gave ſuch a 
pique to the Pride of that ambitious Monarch, that he 
reſolved to deprive them of all the amt, they had 
procured, by their Induſtry and Courage ; but this was 
a Glory, Fortune reſerved for the Romars. 

ALEXANDER, interrupted S:/viana, might not, 
perhaps, have been fo ſucceſsful in that Znterprize as he 
was in others. The Conqueſt of Carthage coſt the Ro- 
mars ſo very dear, that one may judge, without wrong- 
ing the Memory of Aleæander, that it wou'd not have 
been eaſy to him. | 

Br all that has been ſaid, added 4/honſo, we may 
infer, that a Kingdom or Commonwealth, which has 
been bleſs'd with the Title of Maſter of the Sea, can- 
not loſe it without falling into manifeſt Decay and Con- 
tempt But if an Iſland chances to quit that Sove- 
reignty, it is a ſure Token of its approaching Ruin. 

Thoſe of the Continent may defend them- 
ſelves by powerful Land Forces ; but 'tis the naval 
Strength alone that can ſecure a Place environ'd by 
the Sea ; becauſe in caſe of an Invaſion, how great 
an Army ſoever they may be able to raiſe, their Coun- 
try muſt infallibly become the Seat of War; and how 
dreadful that is, it is ueedleſs to mention, Buſides, 

the 
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the Life of an Iſland conſiſts in Commerce, which muft 
of conſequence be put a ſtop to, while their Ports are 
crouded with a foreign Fleet. How much then does it 
behove the Prime Miniſters of all ſuch States, to neglect 
nothing that may maintain the Empire of the Sea ? For 
if tempted by Ambition, they apply the Sums ſet apart 
for that purpoſe to their own uſe ; or by Partiality to 
their Friends and Creatures, put thoſe at the head of 
Affairs, who want Abilities to manage them, or by A- 
varice receive Bribes from foreign Powers, to become 
remiſs in this important, this all-neceſfary Care; all 
the Trading Part of the People muſt expect an imme- 
diate and inevitable Deſtruction ; and thoſe moſt eno- 
bled by Birth and Title, have no other Privilege than 
to fall the laſt, and their Poſterity, Slaves in a Country 
where they were born to command. . 

I cannorT forbear, ſaid Camilla, with the moſt be- 
coming Smile, being highly pleaſed with my own Cu- 
riofity ; and, I think, the whole Company ought to 
thank me for it, fince it has given occaſion to a Con- 
verſation ſo inſtructive. 

Nor nix can be more true, reply'd Celemena ; and 
if I had not been preſent, I cou'd never have be- 
lieved ſo circumſtantial a Detail of Ships, Commerce, 
Navigation, and Armaments, cou'd have been given 


ia faſhion, ſuch as to render it agreeable to our 


Sex. 

As Celemena had ſpoke theſe Words, ſhe was told 
that one of her People deiired to ſpeak with her. 
Urania and all the Company entreated, ſhe wou'd 
order the Perſon to come in: But ſhe choſe the con- 
trary, ſo roſe and went out of the Room. When ſhe 
was gone, Areliſe, who ſat next Urania, ſaid to her in 
a low Voice, and bluſhing while ſhe ſpoke, Either my 
Heart is a very ill Diviner, or we ſhall ſoon hear that 
Alcipte and Liſimond are at Celemena's Caſtle. 

I wisn, reply'd Crania, in the fame Tone, that 
your Preſage may be true; ſince there is nothing I 
deſire more, than to be acquainted with Perſons ſo 
| dear 
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dear to you and Silviana, and to teſtify the Eſteem your 
Choice has made me conceive for them. 

THEL AMONT heard what they ſaid, and ſceing 
Celemena return with a ſmiling Countenance, ran to her, 
and giving her his Hand to feat her in her Place, We 
all conjure you, Madam, ſaid he, to uſe the moſt per- 
fect freedom in this Houſe ; and if any of your Friends 
are arrived in this' Part of the Country, let them be 
brought here, to the end we may not be ſo ſoon depri- 
ved of your Preſence. * 

I am ſo well perſuaded of your Politeneſs and Gene- 
roſity, reply'd ſhe, that 1 waited not fer this Invitation. 
There are indeed two Gentlemen, for whom J have an 
infinite Eſteem, come down to viſit me, and I have or- 
dered my Servant to ſhew them hither, and to aflure 
them of a Reception worthy of their Merit. 

A Fancy is now come into my Head, cry'd Camilla, 
which I cannot help communicating to the Company ; 
I ſaw the beautiful Areliſe bluſh juſt now, when ſhe 
whiſper'd to Urania, Silviana is grown on the ſud- 
den more penſive than uſual ; yet, with an air of Con- 
tentment, ſuch as Perſons always have, when de- 
lighted' with their own Thoughts; all this put to- 
gether makes me apprehend, the Ladies hope to find 
Alcifpe and Liſirond in the Strangers who are approaching. 

I wisa ardently it may be to, ſaid Felicia; and I am 
far from doubting it, added Julia; nor I believe any 
of us, cry'd out Flarinda and Hertenſia. 

SINCE you are all fo penetrating, reply'd Celemera, 
I will conteſs to you, they are no other than the Gen- 
tlemen you have named. They have conducted Me- 
rina to Paris, and impatient to ſee thoſe they have ſo 
long and tenderly loved, took a Journey to this Coun- 
ty — They were informed at my Caftle, where 
we now are, but the Reſpect they have for the Cha- 
racer of Urania, would not permit them to interrupt 
her Retirement, and therefore ſent to deſire I wou'd 
return; but as I have already ſaid, being aſſured of the 
Flralure their Company wou'd give this agreeable So- 
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rjcty, I made them an Invitation hither in DThelamonts 


Name. 


vou are fo accuſtomed to confer Favours, Madam, 


ſaid Thelamont, with a low Bow, that I will not thank 
you for this by any other ways than my Reception of 
your Friends, and beſt Endeavours to make them mine 
alſo. : 
Sou little Time elapſing in theſe fort of Compli- 
ments, There is ſomething particular, ſaid Orephanes, 
in the Change of theſe two Ladies Countenances: The 
charming Gian, who is little leſs gay than Camilla, 


15 fallen into ſo deep a Muſing, as tho' nothing but her 


own Contemplations were worthy her Attention ; and 
the amiable Areliſe, who comes pretty near Florinda, in 
the ſerious and reſerved, has now an Air all Sprightli- 


neſs and Joy. 


I po not deny, reply'd $:/viana, that when I heard 
there were Company arrived at Celemena's, Alcippe and 


Lijfimond came into my head, but without daring to 
hope we ſhould have the Happineſs of ſeeing them fo 
ſoon. 

Fox my part, added Are/ije, I ingenuouſly confeſs, 
that from the moment I heard there was a Meflage to 
Celemena, J gueſſed from whence it came, and commu- 
nicated my Sentiments to Urania. 'That agreeable La- 
dy was about to make ſome Anſwer to what the other 
had ſaid, when they heard the Noiſe of a great Equi- 


page in the Court- yard. On which, Thelamert, Ore pla- 


nes, Eraſmus, Alphonſo, Orſames, and Melintus quitted 
their Seats, and ran down Stairs, where they found the 
Perſons they expected. Alcippe and Lifimend, being im- 


mediately informed which was The/amont, paid him the 


Honours due to the Maker of the Houſe. 

Tue Huſband of Urania was not inferior to them in 
the Politeneſs of his Addreſs, and having teſtified the 
pleaſure their preſence gave him, preſented his Friends 
to them, who received them with no leſs Marks of 
riendſhip and Eſteem. 

Hz then conducted them to the Apartment of Flo- 


rinda, where they were no ſooner entered, than 
Cele- 
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Colemena advanced to them, and taking each by the | 
e 


Hand, led them to Urania : Behold, ſaid ſhe, the Spouſc 
of Thelamont, and Chief of that charming Society, of 
whom you have heard me ſo often ſpeak, and who de- 
fire nothing more, than that you and your 'amiable 
Brides may be added to the Number. 

Tu Anſwers Alcippe and Liſimond made to this Diſ- 
courſe, were full af Wit and Spirit; but Urania, who 
read in their Eyes the Impatience they had to finiſh 
their Compliments, that they might entertain Silviana 


and Areliſe, after they had ſaluted all the Ladies in ge- 


neral, addreſſed herſelf to Alcippe, and with an amiable 
Smile, Give truce to your Ceremonies, ſaid ſhe, all this 
Company are perfectly acquainted with the Sentiments 
of you both, and have put you in the Rank of our 
Friends, before we had the pleaſure of ſeeing you 
therefore follow, without reſerve, the Emotions of your 


Hearts, in giving Teſtimonies of the Joy you conceive 


in the ſight of thoſe you love. 

Tuis is a Command, cried Alcippe, that has in it too 
many Charms not to be obey'd ; and fince it is permit- 
ted me, continued he, drawing near Areh/e, to enter- 
tain you for a moment in the behalf of that Love. you 
have inſpired me with, be not you, my dear Areliſe, 
diſobliged, that I avow it before all this admirable Aſ- 
ſembly. LZifimond ſpoke in much the ſame manner to 
Silviana, who was about to anſwer him with that free- 
dom which was natural to her; when Areliſe giving her 
Hand to Alcippe, You are both the one and the other of 
You perſuaded, ſaid ſhe, of the pleaſure we take in ſee- 
ing you. This charming Society is acquainted with our 
Sentiments and yours; but we ought not to abuſe the 
Complaiſance of Urania; and as J know we have but 
2 {mall Time to remain with her, we ought not to loſe 
one moment of the Improvement we may make here. 
Then taking notice to Alciſpe and Lifimond, that all 
the Company were ſtanding, the Civilities common 
on ſuch occaſions paſſed between them ; after which, 
every one reſumed their former Seats, and the two 
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Strangers placing themſelves by Sikviana and Arelife, 
Orophanes broke ſilence in theſe terms. 

You ſee, ſaid he to Celerena, that I had ſome Pre- 
age of the Arrival of theſe Gentlemen, by not placing 
any of us next Silviana and Areliſe. I know not, re- 
ply'd Urania, what you thought, but I am very certain. 
the Heart of the beautiful Areliſe gave her true Warn- 
ings of the Truth. | £60 

{ canxoT help believing, ſaid Florinda, that Love 
and Nature give us Predictions, which 'are generally 
zuſt. They ſeldom fail, indeed, added Camilla; but 
Nature 1s, I think, the moſt to be depended upon. I 
nrmly believe, that a Father, who had never ſeen his 
Son, wou'd know him from a multitude of others, only 
by the Emotion of his own Heart. 

TurRE are ſo many Initances of the ſecret Workings 
of Nature in fuch Caſes, anſwered Felicia, that the 
Truth of what you ſay is not to be doubted : But 1 am 
not fo well convinced that Love, how fincere ſdever it 
be, produces the ſame Effects. The Ideas given us by 
that Paſſion ftrike, ſtrongly on the Mind, and render 
tne beloved Objeck always preſent to us, but under a 
thouſand different Forms, as ſometimes kind, at others 
tne reverſe, now faithful, now changing and inconſtant; 
and all this without any real Foundation. Love de- 
ccives us with the moſt contradictory Imaginations, and 
we deceive ourſelves, by yielding our Faith to one 
thing to-day, and another to-morrow. But the Emo- 
tions of Nature are of a different kind. It is our own 
Blood that runs in the Veins of our Children, and there 
Cannot but be a Sympathy between us. If a Father by 
ſome Accident loſes his Son in his Infancy, and after 
many Years ſees him again, under a different Name, 

and in a different Station, to what he wight expect, I 
dare aniwer he wou'd be inclined to love him, by a ſe- 
ere: Impulſe, which he was ignorant of the meaning 
of, But if this does not always happen, if Nature teems 
in ſome to lie dormant, nor is the leaſt alarmed in ſuch 
2 caſe, yet, I may boldly ſay, that when ſhe is, it is 

. not 
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not without foundation; and that we are not impoſed 


upon by the Emotion ſhe inſpires. | f 

Tuis is indeed a charming Definition, ſaid Celemena, 
and I think unanſwerable. Neither does it ſtand in 
need of any thing to be added to it, cry'd Urania. 

I am not of your opinion in that point, beautiful. U- 
rania, interrupted Silviana briſkly ; to give an agreea- 
ble Proof of the Solidity of Felicia's Argument, Areliſe 
muſt oblige the Company with a Hiſtory taken from the 
famous Michael Cervantes Saawedra, which ſhe has tranſ- 
lated in a Style worthy your Attention. 15 

Tais is an Attack which I did not expect, reply'd 
that amiable Lady; and I ſhould be not a little per- 
p'cxed, at being obliged to make a Repetition of Pro- 


ductions, much too mean for the Entertainment of Per- 


ſons ſuch as compoſe this Aſſembly. But that which 
conſoles me, added ſhe, ſmiling, 1s the Certainty, that 
£lrippe and Liſimond are here for no other reaſon, than 
to carry us to Paris; and that we ought to think on no- 
thing but taking our leave. | 


Ir that be all, reply'd Alcippe haftily, that wou'd de- 


prive us of the pleaſure of hearing you ſpeak, I aſſure 


you, my dear Are/i/e, that you have yet a whole Day 
to remain here, and that we ſhall not begin our Journey 
till the Morning after to-morrow. 

I am. glad to hear it, cry'd Camilla, for now the 
charming Areliſe cannot diſpenſe with giving us the Sa- 
tis faction of this Hiſtory. ; 

All the Company joining Silviana to engage her 
amiable Friend to do what was deſired of her ; ſhe no 
longer reſiſted their Entreaties, and began her Recital 
in theſe terms. 
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The For c : 0x Blood. A Spaniſh 
a IS TORY. 


T N the Reign of Ferdinand and 1/abella of Spain, lived 


Don Leruis of Zagreda, one of the moſt ancient and 


noble Families in the Kingdom: This Gentleman ha- 


ving paſſed the Prime of his Vears in the Service of his 


King and Country, retired: himſelf to Toledo, a City of 
New Caſtile, fituated on the Borders of the Tagus, ha- 


ving now no other Care, than the Education of an only 
Daughter, whoſe Wit, Beauty and early Wiſdom made 
him conceive the greateſt Hopes of forming an illuſ- 
trions Alliance for her. | 
LEOCADIA, for that was the Name of this lovely 


"Perſon, had paſſed her firſt Years under the Tuition of 
the beſt of Mothers, who had made ſuch Beginnings in 


the forming her Mind, as left no room to doubt, if ſhe 
wou'd one day be the moſt accompliſh'd Lady in all 
Spain. It was the Loſs of that dear Wife, that deter- 


mined Don Lewis to quit the Court, not being able to 


continue in a Place where every thing ſerved to remind 
him of what was now impoſlible to be regained. 
Women, eſpecially thoſe of Condition, live in ſo 
great a Solitude, and obſerve a Conduct fo auſtere, fhat 
the beautiful Leocadia, tho* brought up at Toledo, was 
known to very few Perſons there. But Don Lewis, who 
had ſpent ſome part of his Days in Climates more hap- 


'Py for our Sex, endeavoured to ſoften the Retirement of 


his Daughter, by all the Diverſions he could give her, 
without breaking thro' the Cuſtoms of his Country. 

To this end, he embelliſhed a Country-Seat he had 
on the Banks of the Tagus, at a little diſtance from 
Toledo, and there procured for her all the Amuſements 


pr oper 
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proper for her Age and Condition. Under the pre- 
tence of that Liberty, which is more allowable in the 
Country. than m great Cities, he permitted Dancing- 
Maſters, and Muſick-Maſters to aſſemble and make Con- 
certs, and other Entertainments, to divert this young 
Beauty and the Women that were with her; and ſerve 
as a Relaxation from the ſtudy of thoſe more difficult 
and ſeverer Sciences, which he would have her inſtruct- 


ed in; and which, in a ſmall ſpace of time, ſhe grew 


a perfect Miſtreſs in. 
THE Recreations beſtowed on her by this indulgent 
Parent, did not hinder him from keeping the ſtricteſt 


Guard over all her Words and Actions; he looked on 


her as a Treaſure he cou'd never be too jealous of ; and 
whether at Toledo, or at his Country-houſe, he was al- 


ways with her; and ſhe now being arrived at the Age 
of fifteen, and as fully accompliſhed as the beſt Maſters, 


an unwearied Application, and the fineſt Genius in the 
World cou'd make her, he began to look about him for 
a Huſband for her, worthy, by his Birth and Merit, to 
be poſſeſs d of fo ineſtimable a ſewel; when his Deſigns 
were ſuddenly defeated by the moſt ſhocking and terri- 
ble of all Misfortunes. h | 
Tur had been ſome time in the Country, when 
Don Lew:s was obliged to return to Toledo on extraordi- 
nary Buſmeſs. As it was in the hotteſt Seaſon of the 
Year, they did not come out of Doors till the Sun was 


in his Decline, that Leocadia might have the pleaſure 


of walking the little way there was between City 
and Country-houſe. 
Tut Journey, if it may be ſo called, when the Ex- 
tent is not above half a League, was the more delight- 
ful, as they never quitted the Banks of the Tagw, 
and had their Eyes agreeably diverted between the 
Proſpect of that fine River on the one fide, and the 
— Diverſity of Gardens on the other. They had 
nt their Equipage before, and reſerv'd only one of 
the Women that attended Leocadia, who ſupported 
ker under one Arm, as her Father did — the 
ocher. The Evening was 4 moſt pleaſant that cou'd 
4 be. 
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be, they moved ſlawly on to enjoy the Sweets of it; and 
as there was none but themſelves on the Road, Leocadla 
threw back her Veil, that ſhe might have the greater 
Benefit of the Air. 

THEY were about the middle of the Way between 
theſe two Houſes, when they were met by four Gentle. ' 
men, well mounted, and magnificently dreſs'd, who 
ſeemed coming from Toledo, They no ſooner came 
within reach of diſtinguiſhing Objects, than Leocadia 
pulled down her Veil, to prevent them from ſeeing her 
Face; but all the haſte fhe made, was not ſufficient 
to hinder the Luſtre of her Charms from ſtriking the 
Zyes of him, who was the principal of theſe 'Fravel- 
lers. They rode ſo faſt, as they approached Leocadia 
and her Father, that any one, who had ſeen them, 
muſt have imagined they were agitated by the utmoſt 
Impatience to be at the Place to which they were go 
ing; but the moment they were paſs'd them, he that 
had caſt his Eyes on Leocadia, on a ſudden relinquiſhed 
jus ſpeed, which obliging his Companions to do ſo alſo, 
this young Man following the DiQates of his impetuous 
and fiery Diſpoſition, without the leaſt regard to Reaſon | 
or Honour, ſpoke to them in this manner. 

I xxow not, ſaid he, if you had time to remark 
thoſe Perſons we juſt now paſs'd ; but for my part, the 
Beauty of the youngeſt of the Women has given me a 
Wound, which I am reſolved to cure -- therefore 
inſtead of diverting ourſelves, as we deſigned, in the 
Country, let us turn back, and ſecond me in bearing oft 
that beautiful Maid; whoſe Charms I promiſe you, you 
Mall ſhare with me, as ſoon as you have made me Maſter 
of them. 

Tuts Propoſal being made to Perſons no more diſ- 
crect nor ſcrupulous than the Contriver of it, pleaſed 
them ſo well, that they all turned their Horſes and rode 
full ſpeed back after Don Lewis ; who little ſuſpecting 
the Afront, that was going to be offer'd to him, kept 
on in an equal Pace, not to fatigue Leocadia nor incom- 
mode himſelf, whoſe great Age permitted him not to 
walk very faſt. | | 
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Tur Cavaliers overtook their Prey; and having 
concealed one part of their Faces with their Cloaks, 
ſurrounded Don Lewis, his Daughter, and her Woman, 
each with a Sword in one Hand, and a Piſtol in the 
other. Three of them difmounted, while one ſeized 
Leocadia, and gave her into the Arms of the Chief of 
the Raviſhers, another held Don Lewrzs, and the third, 
with a Piſtol at the Throat of the Woman, prevented 
her from oppoſing their Deſign, by her Cries or Re- 
ſiſtance. 


RODOLPHO, for that was the Wea of their Chief | 


no ſooner- had Leocadia in his power, than he clapp'd 
Spurs to his Horſe, and was immediately out of tight 
with his fair Prize, leaving the reſt to the Management 
of his Aſſociates. The unhappy Don Lewzs, who, in 
the Fury of his Paſſion, loſt all Remembrance of his 
Age and Weakneſs, drew his Sword ; but his Forces 
little anſwering his Courage, he was preſently difarmed 
and thrown on the Earth, in which ſtate the Raviſhers 
left him with the Woman, who was half, dead with 
fear; and remounting their Horſes, went with all ſpeed 
to Toledo, where they did not doubt, but Nodolpho was 
gone before them. N 

In effect, this daring young Man having made ſe- 
veral Tours, in order to evade the Purſuit of any who 


might follow him, re-enter'd the Town juſt at the 


Cloſe of Day, and paſſing thro* the moſt unfrequented 
Streets, arrived at a Houſe where he was but too much 
Maſter, and went in by a private Door, of which he 
had the Key. All this was not done without ſome 
time elapſing; but it might have taken up yet more, 
without any danger of Leocadia's being able to do any 
thing which might put a flop to his Deſigns, That 
beantiful Maid having fallen into a Swoon the moment 
ſhe was ſeized, had not ſince recovered the Knowledge 
of any thing, in ſpite of the impetuous Courſe of wer 
Raviſher. But he, who had no Intention to bri ng her 
to herſelf, diſmounted ſoftly with her in his Arms, 
carried her into his Apart: nent where ſhutting him- 
{cli vp with her, he perpetrated in the dark that unwor - 
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3 her innocent Beauty had: inſpireq him 
with. | 
Tais cruel Deed was no ſooner committed, than 
Reflection followed it; the long Swoon Leocadia con- 
tinued in, gave him Oppertunity both for the one and 
the other. Her Reaſon was not yet returned ; but his 
now freed from thoſe Miſts of Paſſion, which had ob- 
ſcured it, made. him ſee the Deformity. of his Crime, 
and gave birth to a, Remorſe not leſs violent than had 
been the Flame which had made him guilty of it. 

To what a ee ſoever the Manners may be de- 
praved, Virtue will again reſume her Empire in thoſe 
of an illuſtrious Race, and who have received their 
firſt Principles in a generous Education. Rodoipho was 
of a Family, which by its Rank, its Dignities, and 
Riches, ſaw nothing above itſelf, but the Blood Royal. 
He poſſeſſed all the perſonal 5 that can ren- 
der a Man amiable ; he was perfectly handſome ; had 
the moſt graceful Air in the World, and an Infinity 
of Wit and Spirit ; every thing requiſite to gain the 
Heart, ſeemed to be aſſembled in him ; but theſe Per- 
fections, which ought to have contributed to his Glory, 
ſerved only to plunge him into Vice. He was the only 
Son of Parents, who were but too tender of him; and 


no ſooner perceived, that he had thoſe Qualifications 


neceſſary to conſtitute Merit, than they ſuffered him 
to become his own Maſter, at an Age, when he ſtood 
more than ever in need of being governed. Thus, 
delivered up to himſelf, and at liberty to live in the 
great World before he knew it, the Wantonneſs of 
Youth ſhut his Eyes to every thing but Pleaſure ; and 


having no other regard in the choice of his Friends, 


than merely their being well born, he kept little Com- 
any except ſuch whoſe only Recommendation was, 


indeed, the Blood from which they ſprung, Their 


Faults and their Vices became immediately his: The 
more debauched, the more unjuſt and vioient ther; 
Pleaſures were, the more eagerly they purſued themi 
znd imagining their Rank gave them a Privilege for 

every 
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every thing, they defpiſed Cenſure, and committed the 
moſt ſhameful Diſorders without fear. 

RODOLPHO, who, by the blind Indulgence of his 
Parents, was left at an entire Liberty, went out and 
came in at all Hours of the Day or Night; and his 
Apartment being at ſome Diſtance from the reſt of the 
Houſe, gave him a full Scope of doing whatever he 
pleaſed in it without Interruption ; all his People having 
Orders not to come near him till he called : And this 
put him in a Condition to act in the manner I have al- 
ready deſcrib'd with Leocadia, without any fear of be- 
ing ſurprized. | 

Bur, as I was ſaying, there were till the Seeds of 
Honour in his Soul, tho' they too frequently lay dor- 
mant and unactive. Theſe, now reviving, made him 
conſider on what he had done with Shame and Horror, 
and the moſt bitter Reproaches on himſelf, for the Pro- 
miſe he had made his Friends. He thought, that fince 
he cou'd not reſtore to Leocadia the Honour he had 
robb'd her of, he ought not to expoſe her yet more ; 
and ſeeing, that ſhe bad not recovered her Senſes, he 
drew near, and threw ſome ſweet Water on her Face, 
which making her begin to move a little, he went ſoft- 
ly out of the Chamber, and having carefully locked it, 
haſted to find his Companions; to whom he ſaid, that 
at the Corner of a certain Street, which he named to 
them, the Maid had ſent forth ſuch piercing Cries, that 
in the fear of being ſurprized and known, he had ſet 
her down, and made his Eſcape from her with all the 
ſpeed he was able. | 

He recounted this with ſuch an Air of Truth, that 


they doubted it not in the leaſt; and as their deſire was 


pretty well abated by attending ſo long, praiſed him for 
having left her thus unviolated. 

Id the mean time, this unhappy Beauty 
dut of her Swoon, and finding herſelf on a Bed, an 


in the dark, heſitated not a moment, if ihe ſnou'd be- 


lieve the worſt of Misfortunes had befallen her 
Tears, and the moſt rending Sighs, followed this dread- 
ſul Knowledge, and the Silence which zeigned in that 
Place, aſſuring hier ſhe was alone, made her give way 

| dee 
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38 to the moſt vehement Deſpair. She roſe from the Bed, 

1 and ſearched all about the Room for a Window, with a 

i Deſign to throw herſelf out, and put an end to a Life ſhe 
| thought ſhe cou'd not paſs without Shame ; but havin 

opened the Shutters, the great Iron Bars, which — 

from the bottom to the top, oppoſed this cruel Reſolu- 


1 tion; and the Light of the Moon then coming in, ma- 
| | | king her perceive the Door, ſhe ran to that, hoping to 
8 puſh back the Lock, and fly from that deteſted Place 
| | before her Raviſher ſhou' d return. 
| | ALL her Endeavours here being likewiſe unſucceſt- 
| | ful, her Tears again began to flow with their former 


Violence ; ; but at laſt, reflecting on every thing that 
had paſs'd, and that Crimes are only worthy of that 
Name by the Content which is given to them, that un- 
erring Judge, which Providence has placed in the Breaſt 
of every human Being, abſolved her from all Guilt ; 
and made her begin to conſider ſhe ought leſs to think 
of puniſhing herſelf, than on the means of being re- 
venged on him, who had committed this Outrage on 
ker Innocence. 

InzE more ſhe reaſoned with herſelf, the more ſhe. 

as confirmed in this Opinion, and that made her with 
the utmoit Exactneſs examine every part of the Cham- 
ber. She returned to the Window:, and opened them 
again, that ſhe might have as much Light as poſible to 
ditingu:ith Cbjects. She found ſhe was in a Place mag- 
nifcently ſurnihed; the Hangings were of the richeſt 
Six Lapeſtry, as was alto the Carpet on the Floor; the 
Covering of the Eaſy-Chairs and Cuſhions were em- 
boſs 1th Gold and Silver. She counted exactly the 
number of the Chairs, and approaching the Bed, tound 
it was of the rich Embroidery with the reſt of the 
Furniture, wich a deep Gold Fringe round the Va- 
lens. On the farther tide of the Room ftood a Cabi- 
net, which ſhone with Mother of Pearl amd other 
precious Stones; the Key was in it, and venturing 
to open it, ſhe found in one of the Drawers 2 Croſs, 
enricy'd with Diamonds, which appeared to be of the 
Cracr of . and was of a prodigious Va- 
j| Ae. This ſhe put into her Pocket, hoping it might 
| be 
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be the Inſtrument of her Revenge. As ſhe was continu- 


ing her Examination, ſhe heard a little Noiſe upon the- 
Stairs, which making her judge ſome Perſon was about 
to enter, fhe ſhut the Windows, and ſat down in a Chair, 
fully reſolved to make the Houſe echo with her Cries, 
ſhould any new Inſult be offered to her Honour. 


Ir was Rodolpho, who having _ his Companions, . 


was returned with Sentiments and Inclinations very dif- 
ferent from thoſe Leocadia was apprehenſive of. He was 
no ſooner entered than this beautiful Unfortunate, per- 
ceiving he came towards her, put him back with one of 
her Hands, the trembling of which made him know the 
Terror ſhe was in. Whoever you are, ſaid ſhe, if there 
is in you the leaſt Shadow of Virtue, content yourſelf 
with a Triumph you owe only to my unhappy Swoon ; 
nor aggravate your Crime by. an unworthy Repetition 
of it. And ſince Night and Silence have been the 


only Witnefies of my Shame, repair in ſome ſort the 


Outrage you have done me, by burying all that has 
paſs'd in a profound Oblivion. You know me not, en- 
deavour not to know me ; but ſuffer me to go out. of a 
Place, which cannot but be odious to me, ſince you 
have render'd it the Grave of my Innocence | 
This, if you refuſe, I will ſend forth ſuch Cries, as 
ſhall bring hither thoſe, whom Sleep or Diſtance has 
hitherto prevented from hearing me. | 
THe Voice of Leocadia had ſomething ſo very ſweet 
in the Sound of it, and the Fright ſhe was in, render- 
ing it yet more touching, every Word ſhe uttered ſunk 
into the very Soul of her Raviſher, and kindled ſome- 
thing there he never felt before ———PD—"Twas Love 
indeed, but ſuch a Love as he had not been accuſtomed 
to — —— thoſe furious Defires, which render'd him 
capable of undertaking any thing for their Gratifica- 
tion, were now extinguiſhed in him, and Grief, Re- 
ſpect, and the tendereſt Regret ſucceeded in their place. 


He ſtood for ſome Moments entirely motionleſs, and 


had the power of replying no otherwiſe than by a deep 
Sigh, | 
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vou, tho' it were at the expence of the beſt part of my 


tempt directly or indirectly, to know either who, or 
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Ar laſt; I come not, Madam, ſaid he, with an Ia 
tention to give you any new Offence, which wou'd in- 
deed be a thouſand times more unpardonable than the 
Crime I have committed I wiſh to Heaven, there 
were a Poſſibility of repairing the Injury I have done 


Blood; but you are ſufficiently revenged by my Re- 
morſe, and the horrible Diſorders with which my Soul 
is agitated It is not that I fear your Cries wou'd- 
draw hither any Witneſſes of my Behaviour, all your 
Efforts that way, alas ! wou'd be unavailing. If I had 
yet remaining any Inclinations of the ſame Nature with 
thoſe, which compell'd me to the Act I have been 
guilty of, I am abſolute Maſter here, and none dare of- 
ter to intrude without my Permiſſion "Tis to my 
own Converſion alone, you are indebted for a Defence 
againſt any future Inſults-———and ſuch a Defence as 
you may aſſure yourſelf will not deceive you Be 
comforted then, as much as the Situation you are in 
will permit, and leave to the guilty Wretch the Pangs 
of a too late Repentance To convince you of my 
Sincerity, I am ready this moment to conduct you 
wherever you ſhall command, without making any. At- 


what you are; but in return, you muſt permit me to 
put a Bandage over your Eyes, to prevent your having 
any gueſs at him, who can be no other than the Object 
of your Hate You muſt hate me, I am ſenſi- 
ble; I can expect no other, continued he, with a Sigh, 
which ſeemed to burſt the Boſom it iſſued from: But I 
wou' d have the Conſolation to canceal from you the Au- 
thor of your Misfortune, as it will be a Gratification of 
your Revenge, to leave me in ignorance of her Name and 
Condition, whoſe Charms will never quit my Memory. 
TuksE Words made Leocadia think it was beſt for 
her not to delay accepting his Offer; and impatient to 
quit that Houſe, I take you at your Word, ſaid ſhe, 
and wou'd conſent you- ſhou'd ſhut my Eyes for ever, 
rather than detain me here a Moment. Then Nodol- 
pke, having ty d a Handxercluet before her Eyes, and 
| wrapp'd 
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wrapp'd himſelf in his Cloak, opened the Door, and ta- 
king her under the Arm, led her down as ſoftly as he 
had brought her in. Leocadia telling him, ſhe- deſired, 
he wou'd leave her in the great Street of Toledo, he con- 
ducted her there, after having made ſeveral Turns, to 


the end that ſhe might not know from what part of the 
Town ſhe came. 


Bur if-theſe Precautions hindered her from 3 


able to where he lived; the particulars ſhe ha 

remarked in his Apartment, never went out of her Me- 
mory; ſhe alſo counted the number of Stairs as ſhe de- 
ſcended, and all this, with the Croſs ſhe had taken, 


gave her ſo ſtrong a hope of diſcovering the Man on 


whom her Vengeance ought to fall, that ſhe attempted 
not to looſen the Handkerchief before her Eyes, nor 
oppoſe any of the Meaſures he took for the Conceal- 
ment of himſelf. 

Wuen they were come into the Street Leocadia had 
mentioned, You may now, ſaid Rodo/pho, letting go her 
Arm, direct your Steps wherever you defire, without 
fear of being followed; no indiſcreet Regard ſhall 
trouble your Retreat. Adieu, continued he, and if my 
punctual Obſervance of the Promiſe I have made you, 
may be looked upon as a Proof of my Regret for ha- 
ving offended you, you will make no Efforts to know 
who I am. 

Wir theſe Words he turned from her, and ran 
down a Street which was behind that in which ſhe was, 
leaving her at liberty to pluck the Bandage from her 
Eyes, and return to her Houſe. But tho' he wou'd not 
forfeit his Honour in following her, he went not ſo far, 
but that he might with eaſe have heard her Cries, in 
caſe any Perſon — bers alone at that time of night, 
had'attempted to do her wrong, being reſolved to de- 
fend her at the hazard of his Life; but after having 
liſtned a long time, and hearing nothing that might 
make him think there was any Danger for her, he went 
home with a Soul full of Remorſe, Shame and Grief. 

As for Leocadia, ſhe no ſooner found ſhe was alone 
than ſne took the Handkerchief from her F — 
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and without daring even to turn her Head, ran directly 
to a' Church which was in that Street, where having 
waited in the Porch ſome time, and looked round her 
on all ſides, perſuaded that no Perſon had followed her, 
ſhe reſumed the way to the Houſe of her Father, whom 
the found in a Conſternation, which is hardly to be e- 
qual'd, but can never be deſcrib'd. | 

Tulis unhappy old Gentleman, whom the Raviſhers 
had left diſarmed on the Ground, having raiſed him- 
ſelf, and ſeeing none near him, but the Woman who 
had attended his Daughter, and who from the moment 
of her Lady's being carried off, had been deprived of 
Specch, he went to her, and contributed all in his 
power for her Recovery: She at length came to herſelf, 
and they went together to 7 o/edo, and into his Houſe, 
without either the one or the other, the whole way 
they walked, being able to give any Ceſſation to the 
Torrents of their Tears. Don Zewis ſent his People to 
all Parts, in hopes they might bring ſome Diicovery, 
which way the Raviſhers had taken; but they all re- 
turning without being able to hear any thing of the 
Perſons he deſcribed, he abandoned himſelf to the moſt 
violent deſpair, not knowing what Courſe to take in 
this Extremity. He was waiting with Impatience for 
the Day, that he might adviſe with his Friends, what 
was beſt for him to do; when about three a clock in 
the Morning Leocadia, by her Arrival, calmed 2 great 
part of the Agitations he had been in. 

ALL th e Family were up, when ſhe came, none 
daring to — any Repoſe, at a time when their Maſ- 
ter was in Agonies Which would not ſuffer him to 
think of Reſt. She no ſooner knocked " the Door, 


than it was opened, and moſt of th. Servants being in 
the Hall, every on? was eager to run to io Lerois, 
and give the firit Intelligence of her Return. This ten- 


der Father, who never hoped to ſee her more, received 
her \ vith Trantports of joy, ſuch as were near depri- 
ving him of the ſmall Stock of Breath he had left. 
Any nad he marked her Fears, the great abundance 
#1ici: fell from- her fair Eyes, while. he beld her in 
2 hts 
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his Arms in the moſt ſtrict Embrace, he would not have 
needed the help of Words to inform him what had be- 


fallen her. At firſt, ſhe anſwered his Endearments, but 


with Sighs ; and he regarding not thoſe Teſtimonies of 
her Grief, in the preſent Hurry of his Spirits, ſhe cry'd 
out, Oh, my Father ! moderate thoſe precious Proofs of 


your Tenderneſs and Affection, I am no longer worthy | 


of them-; and if I come to throw myſelf once more at 
your Feet, *tis but to expire there with Shame and Grief. 

Tus E cruel Words put a ſudden Check to the Satiſ- 
faction of Don Lewis ; but he was prepared for all be- 
fore he ſaw her; he imagined nothing leſs than the 
worlt Calamity had happened to her, and now he did 
ſce her, he cou'd not be totally diſcomforted. Willing, 
however, to know the whole Truth, he order'd all his 
People to leave the Room, and having ſhut himſelf up 
with her, commanded her to explain what had obliged 
her to ſpeak in that manner to him, and not to conceal 
the leaſt tittle from his Knowledge. 

ALL modeſt and timid as Innocence is, it becomes 
bold, when it has nothing wherewith to reproach itſelf ; 
and tho? Lescadia wou'd have bluſh'd to death, if any 
other had recited ſuch an Adventure before her, ſhe made 
no ſcruple of relating her own to Don Levis, with that 
Simplicity which is always the Companion of Truth, 
but cou'd not do it without manifeſting a Horror at the 
Remembrance of what had been done ; which made 

her Father tremble, leſt ſhe ſhou'd not be able to over- 
come it. | 

H cou'd not avoid being ſeiz'd with the moſt poig- 
nant Concern and Rage, at fo cruel an Affront; but the 
Condition ſhe was in, made him diſſemble it all he 
cou'd, and endeavour to conſole the beautiful Afflicted, 
by the moſt undeniable Proofs of paternal Affection. 

LEOCADIA, ſaid he, Faults are perſonal, and 
Guilt belongs to thoſe who commit Crimes. The 
Misfortune that has happened to you, has not robb'd 
you of. your Wiſdom or Purity of Mind You are 
no leſs worthy than before of the Blood whence you 


ſprung, nor of the tender Care J ever ſhall have for 
you 
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Is to the Revenge you ſeem ſo ardently to 
defire, we muſt wait an Opportunity for it in a pro- 
found Silence. According to your Report, and 
the Croſs which you ſhew me, your Raviſher is of a 
Rank ſuperior to mine: If we make a noiſe of this 
Affair, and, demanding Juſtice, produce that which 
may make him known, Ris Authority may perhaps ren- 
der our Complainings vain ; and irritated by our Pur. 
ſuit, he may attempt to vindicate his own Honour, by 
alledging things againſt you, which may caſt an ever- 
laſting Blemiſh on yours; and we muſt then remain 
without either Glory or Revenge. Your Shame is 
now without Witneſſes, let us not call any ———if he, 
who has done you this Outrage, truly repents him of it, 
he will dread ſome Puniſhment from that unerring 
Judge, from whom no Crimes are hid, and whom ke 

are not contradict Thus, not knowing you, 
nor ſeeking to know you, and fearing himſelf, that 
ſo baſe an Action ſhould come to light, it will reſt in 
the ſame Darkneſs in which it was committed 
But, if, on the contrary, by any indiſcreet Words, he 
has the Boldneſs to make known the Adventure, then 
diſcovering who he is, without his being able to gueſs 
at us, you may depend on me to contrive- means for 
your Revenge, without obliging your Honour to be 
called in queſtion, 

THEREFORE, my dear Leocadia, continued he, em- 
bracing her, be careful of this dreadful Secret——for- 
get your Misfortune in the Careſſes of a Father, who 
wall never ceaſe to love you, and remit the reſt to the 
omnipotent Supporter and Protector of Innocence. 

A Diſcourſe ſo wiſe and fo judicious, worked the 
Effect it merited and expected. Leocadia found herſelf 
leſs unhappy in finding her Father become her Conſoler. 
Her Diſaſter loſt great part of its former Horror, now 
this dear Parent vouchſafed to be her Confidant and her 
Revenger ; and therefore, in obedience to his Will, en- 
deavour'd nothing more than to banifh from his Me- 
mory all Thoughts of this Adventure, and to ſeem for- 
getful of it herſelf, 


But 
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Bur this Interval of Tranquillity laſted not long ; u 
little time after convinced her, that ſhe bore about her 
G—_ Conſequences of that unhappy Accident ; then 
did her Plaints and Lamentations begin again, with 
greater force than ever. Her Father, to whom ſhe diſ- 
covered the State in which ſhe was, had now not power 
to calm the Exceſs of her Grief. However, as there 
was an abſolute Neceſſity of confiding in ſome one or 
other in this Extremity, Leocadia by the Conſent of 
Don Lewis, choſe from among her Women, ſhe who 
had been preſent when'ſhe was carried off ; and whole 
Fidelity and true Attachment to the Family was well 
known to her. | 

THis Maid, who had been brought up in Don Lenw::'s 
Houſe, had taken ſo tender an Affection for Leocadia, 
that nothing that concerned that Lady cou'd eſcape 
her Penetration. The profound Melancholy ſhe had 
been in ſince that Accident; the Sighs which every 
Moment iſſued from her ; the Tears ſhe frequently 
found her bathed in, had made her ſuſpe& part of the 
Truth: But the Reſpect ſhe had for her, obliged her to 
conceal her Sentiments, and had always hindered her 
from letting fall one Word, which ſhou'd make the 0- 
ther imagine, ſhe was more diſcerning than ſhe wou'd 
have her. And when Leocadia, with y = Lewis, had 
taken a Reſolution to truſt their Secret with her, ſhe 
was much leſs ſurprized at the Knowledge of it, than 
ſenſible of this Mark of their Confidence. 

LUCTA, for that was her Name, aſſured her Miſ- 
treſs of an inviolable Fidelity, and promiſed to ſerve 
her on this Occaſion with ſo much Zeal and Exactneſe, 
that no Perſon in the World ſhould be able to diſcover 
the State ſhe was in, nor that ſhe muſt ſubmit to in a 
ſmall time. 

Tuts new. Confidante was a great Conſolation to 
Leocadia; the Modeſty of her Sex not fuffering her 


to diſburden her Heart intirely to Don Levis, the 


found an Infinity of Eaſe in ſpeaking without reſerve 


to her Friend. Lucia had that Title more than any 


of ker Domeſticks, being deſcended of a noble F * 
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but poor, and that had obliged her Parents to put her 
to the Mother of Lercadia ; and being educated under 
her, was inſpired with the ſame Sentiments of Virtue 
and Honour. She was ſome Years older than Leoca- 
dia, which rendered her leſs ſcrupulous of ſpeaking 
freely her Thoughts to her young pg than that ti- 
mid Innocence, which looks on every little Liberty as 
2 Crime. 

Wu Lucia was intirely initiated into this Myſtery, 
ſhe often made it the Subject of her Converſation with 
Leocadia; and this Lady, by being accuſtomed to be 
entertained by her in this Affair, grew at laſt bold c- 
nough to ſpeak of it herſelf, and confeſs to her, tho? 
not without an Extremity of bluſhing, that the Reſpect, 
and the Repentance that her Raviſher had teſtified in 
his laſt Action, had touched her Heart; and that, in 
ſpite of the Horror this cruel Adventure had given her, 
ſhe had not for the Author of it that Hate ſhe ought 
to have; and that ſince ſhe knew ſhe ſhou'd be a Mo- 
ther, it was not poſſible for her to maintain thoſe De- 
fires of Revenge againſt a Man, who was the Father of 
the Infant ſc was going to bring into the World. 

Tu ESE Sentiments, which tho” they cou'd not be 
called the Effects of Love, proceeded from ſomething 
nearly approaching to that Paſſion, and ſeemed ſo na- 
tural to Lucia, that finding but weak Reaſons to com- 
bat againſt them, ſhe made uſe of only ſuch, as might 
keep Leocadia from indulging a fruitleſs Flame for a 
Perion, whom, in all probability, ſhe wou'd never ſec, 
or ſeeing, never know.: And this prudent Girl knew 
ſo well how. to infuſe into her Mind the Principles 
which ſhe thought wou'd be of moſt ſervice to her, 
that by degrees ſhe divided her Ideas, and preſerved 
all the Tenderneſs for the Child, while ſhe eftran- 
ged from her Heart all vain Regards for the Father. 
"Twas thus the time paſſed on, till the time arrived, 
when Leocadia preſented. her Father with a Grand- 
ſon, whoſe Birth was celebrated only by a Torrent of 
Tears, 
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However, Don Lewis de Zagreda, aſſiſted by the 
induſtrious Lucia, took ſuch Precautions, that all the 
reſt of the Family were intirely ignorant of Leocadia's 
Diſtemper. Lucia had provided a Nurſe long before 
the time, to whom ſhe ſaid, that a Perſon of her Ac- 
quaintance, who lived in the Country, was to come and 
lie- in at Toledo, and that ſhe wou'd bring her to her as 
ſoon as the Child was born; but that being the leaſt of 
her Intentions, Leocadia was no ſooner delivered, than 
ſhe took the Babe, and having carefully wrapp'd it ap, 

ut it into a little Baſket, and carried it out of -the 
Hind: in the fight of every body, who little ſuſpected 
what Burden it was, ſhe had under her Arm. She then 
gave it into the Charge of the Nurſe, telling her, that 
the Mother expired in bringing it into the World, and 
that it would be wholly inſignificant for her to go into a 
Houſe which was all in Confuſion. "Theſe Words being 
accompanied with a large Purſe of Gold, prevented the 
Nurſe from concerning herſelf about the Truth of what 
was ſaid to her. Thus they parted ; the one with an 
Aſſurance, that ſhe wou'd be frequent in her Viſits,” and 
the other proteſting, ſhe wou'd take all poſſible Care of 
the Charge committed to her. - 8 

Ne1THER of them failed in the Promiſe made each 
other; the Tenderneſs of the - Nurſe appeared in the 
Countenance of the Child; and Lucia, who went there 
three or four times every Week, kad the Satisfaction te 
acquaint Leocadia, ſhe had not been deceived in the 
Choice ſhe had made. | | 

Tuts beautiful Lady regain'd her Health in a ſhort 
time, and all her Charms ſeem'd to ſhine with greater 
Luſre than before her Indiſpoſition ; but ſhe paſſed her 
Days in ſo cloſe a Solitude, and fo ſhut up from the 
World, that her own Family were the only Witneſſes of 
the Progreſs of her Perfections. 

Don Lewis perceiving that ſhe grew now to an ad- 
vanced Age, for ſo they call it after fiſteen, and that 
there was now no Appearance of ever being able to diſ- 
cover the Author of her Misfortune, was continually 
perſuating her to think on Marriage, telling her, if 


mne 


min Maturity Beſides the Beauty of his Face, 
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ſhe wou'd once reſolve to enter into that State, he wou'd 
take care to provide a Huſband for her, ſuch as fhe 
cou'd not but approve : But ſhe entreated and conjured 
him, in ſuch preſſing Terms, not to conſtrain her Incli- 


nations, which, ſhe aſſured him, were wholly averſe to 


any Engagements of that nature, that he at length gave 
over, and permitted her to live according to her own 


Humour. 


LUCIA ſtill continued her Viſits to the Infant, whom 
they named Carlos, and the Affair was too beneficial to 
the Nurſe, for her not to do all the Offices of her Func- 
tion with the greateſt Aſſiduity; but he was no ſooner 
arrived at that Age, wherem Children are ordinarily 
taken from Nurſe, than Don Lewi: made him be 
brought to his Houſe, as the Son of a Brother he had 
in Valencia, who had been ſent to Toledo, to be brought 
up under his Care. | 

In the Title of his Nephew, he was allowed ſuch 
Education, as befitted a Child of his Age and Conditi- 
tion; Leocadia, who, to the Eyes of the World, ap- 

ared but as his Couſin, took the extremeſt Care of 

im ; and her Tenderneſs for him was the greater, as 
having no Huſband to claim a part, he was the ſole 
Object of that Love her Heart abounded with. The 
Beauty of the young Don Carlos, the Vivacity of his 
Wit, which he made known even in the firſt Words he 
ſpoke, and the extreme Fondneſs he teſtified for Leoca- 
dia and Don Lewis, rendered him ſo dear to them, that 
they were ſome Moments in which they heſitated, if 
they ſhou'd be ſorry for the Accident, which occaſioned 
the Birth of fo promiſing a young Charmer. 

H1s Reaſon and good Underſtanding advanced ſo 
faſt above his Years, that Don Lewis found himſelf o- 
bliged to provide Maſters for him long before he at- 
tained to that Age, in which Boys are generally taken 
from the Tuition of the Women; and this early begin- 
ning rendered him, at ſeven Years old, the Prodigy of 
the Time he lived in. It was then he began to make 
appear part of thoſe Graces, which might be expected 


and 
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and the admirable Proportion of his Limbs, he had a 
certain Air of Greatneſs which diftinguifh'd him above 
all thoſe of his Age, who were admitted to partake of 
his innocent Pleaſures, a Wit ſolid and penetrating, ac- 


companied with the moſt charming Sprightlineſs, and 
ſomething ſo undeſcribably attractive in his Perſon and 
Actions, as made it abſolutely impoſſible to fee him 
without loving. 


H had no other Likeneſs of his Mother, than ſome- 


what of the Air of the Family; and his Beauty being 
entirely different from hers, deſtroyed all the Ideas that 
might be formed of a more near Proximity : But this 
difterence made Leocadia judge, that he reſembled his 
Father, and ſtrengthned inſenſibly in her Soul the Incli- 
nation ſhe had for the Father, without ever having ſeen 
him. 


Ir my Raviſher, faid ſhe to her Confidante, has given | 


me his Picture in this amiable Child, how unhappy. am 
I, my dear Lucia, to have been able to inſpire him 
with no more than a blind, lawleſs, and tranfient Paſ- 
fion ; and how bleſt might I have been, cou'd I have 
made him burn with a Flame more worthy of me 
Oh! how ſhow'd I have loved him, continued ſhe, with 
a deep Sigh, and how greatly is my Fate to be deplored ! 


SEVEN Years being now entirely paſſed over in theſe 


Reflections and Regrets, and neither Leocadia or Don 
Lewis her Father, yet able to diſcover any thing con- 
cerning her Rape, they began to loſe all hope of it ; 
and to ſuffer themſelves to be taken up with no other 
care than that of the Education of Don Carlos, who 
was now their only Conſolation, when a new Misfor- 
tune arrived to difturb the Tranquillity they expected to 
enjoy. 

Pr 1s beloved Child was one Day diverting him- 
ſelf with ſome of his young Compamons, in a Place 
pretty diſtant from Don Lew:is's Houſe, having with 
kim only one Valet de Chambre, who had Orders ne- 
ver to be out of his fight. 'The Vivacity of his Na- 
ture making him run too precipitately along the fide 
of a Roads he happened to fall down in the —_— 

| | lat 
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that a Chariot, drawn with eight Mules, who ſeemed 
rather to fly than march, was coming that way, and in 
its rapid Courſe went over his Body, leaving him, in all 
appearance, dead. At this Accident, the Cries of the 
People, and of thoſe who were in the Chariot, obliged 
him that drove it, to put a ſtop to his Career. Then 
the Count de Ribeiros, a Grandee of Spain, and the 
Counteſs his Spouſe, to whom that Equipage belong'd, 
deſcended haſtily from the Chariot, and excited by 
Compaſſion and Generoſity, ran to the young Carlos, 
and took him in their Arms. His excellent Beauty, in 
ſpite of the Blood that diſcolour'd his Face, fo ſtruck 
their Eyes, and Grief for ſo fad a Chance, had peno- 
trated their Hearts with ſuch a 'Tendernefs for him, 
that they wou'd permit no body to touch him, bur 
themſelves; and finding he had yet Life in him, re- 
mounted with him, laying him acroſs their Knees, and, 
in that Poſture, carried hun to their Palace, where they 
made him be put into a Bed ; and the beſt Surgeons 
were immediately ſent for, to take care of the Hurts 
he had received. 

THis amiable Child, who had regain'd his Spirits, 
by the tender Careſſes given him by the Count and 
Counteſs, remembred what had happened to him ; and 
finding himſelf between the Arms of Perſons unknown 
to him, and in a magnificent Bed and Apartment, ſeem- 
ed neither abaſned nor diſconcerted at it; but returned 
the Embraces they gave him with ſo charming a Grace, 
as perfectly aſtoniſhed Don Fernand de Ribeiros, and Ste- 
plania his Spouſe; who confeſſed they had never ſeen 
any thing ſo worthy their Admiration. But giving 
Truce to their tender Civilities, that he might have his 
Wounds dreſs'd, they heard with an inexpreffible Joy, 
that he had none mortal, having only 1ome light Con- 
tuſions on his Body, and one Cut in his Head, which, 
thro? care, wou'd be no way dangerous, and was the 
only Place, whence the Blocd iſiued, which had given 
them ſo much Terror for him. The Surgeons, how- 
ever, after having applicd proper things to him, ordered 
he ſhou'd not be obliged to ſpeak uch. 

| Tar 
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Tre Counteſs % Ribeiros fat on the ſide of the Bed, 
nor wou'd be ieparated from him; and as the Habit he 
had on, was rich enpugh to make her think he was of 
an elevated Condition, ſhe prayed him, kiſſing him at 
the ſame time with the utmoit Tenderneſs, to tell her 
his Name, and that of his Family : On which, without 
the leaſt hefitation, and with an Air that charmed her 
more than ever, I am called Carlos, ſaid he, and am 
Nephew to Don Lewis de Zagreda, who loves me as his 
Son, and who, without doubt, wou'd have been already 
here, if he had been informed of this Accident. 
While he was ſpeaking, the Eyes of the Count and 
Counteſs ſwam in Tears in ſpite of them; and they 
felt the ſame Emotions of Love, Admiration and Com- 
paſſion for this charming Boy, as they wou'd have done 
for one of their own Blood. 

H had no ſooner named Don Lexwts de Zagreda, than 
the Count de Riberres, who knew hun perfectly, order- 
ed a Chariot to be made ready to fetch him to his Pa- 
lace. 

Ix the mean time, the Valet, who had been wit- 
neſs of the Misfortune of Don Carhs, not doubting 
but he was dead, and almoſt out of himſelf with De- 
ipair, ran home, and in the moſt frantick manner re- 
lated the dreadful "Tidings to Don Lewis. Leocadia 
was preſent when he came in, and forgetting all the 
Reaſons ſhe had to conceal how nearly ſhe was inte- 
reſted in his Fate, flew directly to the Place where the 
Servant told her he had left-him. A great Number of 
People having aſſembled themſelves there, ſhe was told 
by them, without Order or Congruity, the Accident of 
the Child, and the generous Behaviour of the Count 
and Counteſs, every one relating it after a different Fa- 
ion; but Lescadia finding, in the end, that he was in 
their Palace, wou'd have run thither on foot, tho' it 
was at a conſiderable diſtance, if Don Lewis had not 
come that Moment with his Equipage, and they went 
together. 

THEY entered juſt as the Count had given orders 
for the Chariot to fetch Don Levis; and News was 
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no ſooner brought him of their Arrival, than both he 
and the Counteſs came to receive them. 

I am extremely troubled, ſaid the Count to Don 
Lewis, that to ſo unhappy an Occaſion I owe the Honour 
of ſeeing you here ; but, Signior Don Lewis, be com- 
forted, I aſſure you, there is nothing to fear for your ad- 
mirable Nephew ; with whom the Counteſs and myſelf are 
— much charmed, that he is no leſs dear to us than to your- 
elf. 

WuHr1LE they held this Diſcourſe, and Don Lex; 
was replying with all the Reſpect due to the great Qua- 
lity of Don Fernand de Ribeiros; the Counteſs embraced 
EZeocadia, who having lifted up her Veil, diſcovered ſo 
perfect a Beauty, that the other retreated ſome Steps, 
to ſatisfy the Aſtoniſhment the Sight of ſo many Charms 
had inſpired her with. Ah! cry'd ſhe, renewing” her 
Careſſes, has Don Lewis all this time concealed an An- 
gel in his Houſe ? Has he been in poſſeſſion of 
ſuch a Treaſure as this, and wou'd ſuffer none of his 
Friends to congratulate him upon it ?————Leccad'n 
reply'd to theſe Words, with a Wiſdom and Modeſty, 
which compleated the gaming of Stephania's Heart, 
who, taking her by the Hand, conducted her to the 
Apartment where they had put Don Carlos, while the 
Count did the ſame by Don Lexwrs. 

Wukx this beautiful Child perceived them coming 
into the Room, he raiſed himſelf upon his Pillow, and 
ſtretching out his Arms, Signior, ſaid he, addreſſing 
himſelf to Don Lewis, the Hurts I have ſuſtained arc 
nothing in compariſon with the Honours I have re- 
ceived from the Generoſity of theſe noble Perſons. Don 
Lewvis embraced him with Tears of Joy; and judging 
of Leocadia's Impatience, withdrew to give her place. 
Ihe Careſſes ſhe gave her Son, and thoſe ſhe received 
from him, were ſo lively and touching, that Don Lea: 
tearing they would appear extraordinary to the Count 
and Counteſs, who never had their Eyes off Don Car- 
las, endeavoured to divert their Attention by [peaking 
in this manner : 

Mx Daughter, ſaid he, has taken upon herſelf the 
care of bringing up this Child; ſhe loves him with the 
tame 


„ 


{ume Tenderneſs as if he were her Brother; therefore 
the Tranſports ſhe 1s in, at finding him in a Condition 
ſo much leſs to be feared than ſhe expected, cannot be 
wondered at. 

I BELIEVE there are none that can avoid loving him, 
reply'd Stephania ; the firſt moment I beheld him, I felt 
for him, Sentiments equal to thoſe I mult have been in- 
ſpired with at the fight of my own Son, in ſo dreadful 
4 Situation. Alas! continued ſhe, obliging them to 
fit, every Look of his brings to my mind the firſt Years 
of a Son ſo dear to me, that his long Abſence ſpreads a 
Night of Sadneſs over all my Happineſs It 15 now, 
purſued ſhe, buriting into Tears, near ſeven Years ſince 
he has quitted us in fo cruel and ſo ſtrange a manner as 
never will go out of my Memory We were 
four Years without knowing to what Part of the World 
his Travels were directed, or if he were yet living, 
and ſince we have been informed he is in Flanders, 
we are not leſs afflicted by his obſtinate refuſing to re- 
turn. Pardon me, Don Lew:s, added ſhe, that I enter- 
tain you with things in which you can have no Con- 
cern ; but Don Carlos is the Cauſe. All his Perſon and 
his Behaviour are accompanied with thoſe Graces 1 
found in my Son, when of his i ; and tho' he was 
twenty three Years old when he departed, yet had he 
not loſt that Delicacy in his Features and Complexion, 
which I now ſee in this amiable Child — In fine, 
there is ſo perfect a Reſemblance between them, as ſur- 
prizes me, pleaſes me, and at the ſame time pains me. 

DuvrixG this Diſcourſe, Leocadia being a little reco- 
vered from the Trouble and Confuſion the Misfortune 
of Don Carlos had involved her in, began to be more 
attentive to the Objects that offered themſelves to her 
View. The Magnificence of the Apartment attracted 
her Eyes, and put her in mind of that where her 
Unhappineſs had commenced. She ſaw a Cabinet ex- 
actly reſembling that whence ſhe had taken the Croſs: 
She ſaw the Windows of the Room defended by great 
Iron Bars from top to bottom, juſt as ſhe had — 
thuſe ſhe had endeavoured to make her Eſcape 
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from, the Night of her Raviſhment. The Form of the 
Chamber was alſo the ſame with that; the Door, tte 
Bed, and all the moveables were alike placed ; and the 
more ſhe looked about her, the more her Heart was 
agitated : But continuing to examine every thing, ſhe 


remembred the Tapiſtry, the Gold Fringe, the emboſs'd 


Work of the Chairs, which were of the ſame number 
with thoſe ſhe had counted that fatal Night; and all 
conforming with a Place ſo ever preſent to her Thoughts, 
an univerſal Shivering ſeized on every Part, and the laſt 
Words of Stephania compleating the Aſſurance of what 
ſhe cou'd not but before imagine, ſhe fell in a Swoon, 
m the Arms of that Lady near whom ſhe was ſitting. 


The End of tbe firſs Part, 


VOI. IV. 


SEQUEL of the 
SEVENTEEN TH DAY. 


a 


O unexpected an Accident filled every ne 
IN with Surprize and Grief : Don Lew 7s ſup- 
poling it only to proceed from the Re- 
mains of that Terror ſhe had been in for 
= Don Carlos, intreated the Counteſs, thut 
SV ſhe might be conducted into another 
Room, for the Benefit of the Air, that being kept en- 
tremely cloſe on account of the Child. 9 who 
had the ſame Imagination, made one of her Women 
take Leccadia under one Arm, while ſhe ſupported her 
under the other, and ſo led her into her own Apart- 
ment, where was a large Balcony open to a magnificent 
Garden. 

THERE the Counteſs, aſſiſted by her Women, un- 
faſtned her Garments, doing all they cou'd for her Reco- 
very; but perceiving, that the more of her was unveil'd, 
the more Graces ſhe diſcovered, they cou'd not help 
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giving her ſuch Praiſes, one to the other, as had ſhe 
been capable of hearing, would have made her almoſt 
die with Shame. The ſweet Water, however, that 
they threw on her Face, and the Air at length reſtored 
her Spirits; and finding herſclf half naked among ſo 
many People, a modeſt Crimſon covered all her Face, at 
the {ame inſtant that a Torrent of Tears, too long re- 
ſtrain'd, burſt, with the utmoſt violence, from her eyes. 
The Counteſs was pierced to the Heart, to ſee her in 
this Pity-moving Poſture, and tenderly kiſſing her; 
Beautiful Leocadia, ſaid ſhe, recollect yourſelf, and calm 
theſe Tranſports of a Grief, for which there is no Cauſe; 
I do aſſure you, there is nothing to fear for Don Carlos; 
diſturb not then, the Joy we have to find him in ſo good 
a State, by putting us into new Apprehenſions for you. 

LEOCAD 14 could no otherwiſe reply to theſe obli- 
ging Words, than by kiſſing the hands of her who ſpoke 
them, and bathing them with her Tears ; while, at 
the ſame time, her Boſom ſent forth Sighs ſo deep, and 
in ſuch ſwift Succeſſion, as gave .the other ſufficient 
room to imagine, ſomething of greater Conſequence to 
her, than the Indiſpoſition of Don Carlos, uus the Sub- 
ject of ſo extraordinary an Affection. In this Conjec- 
ture, having made all her Women withdraw, ſhe took 
the diſconſolate Beauty in her Arms, and embracing 
her with all the Marks of an unfeigned Affection, 
Charming Leocadia, ſaid ſhe, if the Agitations I fee 
you in, are occaſioned by any Misfortune more conſi- 
derable than the Accident that has happened to your 
Couſin ; and if you think I love, and am capable of 
ſerving you, I entreat, I conjure you to declare it to 
me. I am reſolved, that neither you nor Don Carla. 
ſhall depart from my Houſe, till his Cure is fully per- 
fetted——— therefore, look on me as your Friend 
as your Mother; in fine, as a Woman who feels both 
tor you and him, the moſt tender Emotions. 

How happy wou'd it be for me, Madam, anſwer— 
ed Leocadia, and how much more happy than it is 
now miſerable, wou'd my Condition be, it I were ſure 
you wou'd always retain the ſame Sentiments! But, 

con 
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continued ſhe, I muſt make a Proof of it, 
obliges me to do it, whatever ſhall be the Conſequence. 


my Fate 


— I have a ſurprizing Story, Madam, to acquaint 
vou with I riſque every thing in diſcovering it, 
but your Goodneſs, and thoſe interior Motions you ſpeak 
of, in favour of Don Carlos, makes me think I thould 
riſque yet more in keeping ſilence But, Madam, 
added ſhe, pernut my Father may come into this Room, 
and that he alone may be witneſs of the Secret I am a- 
bout to confde in you —— You may afterwards make 
what uſe you pleaſe of it, and are at liberty to commu- 
nicate it to the Count your Spouſe. 

STEPHANIA, whoſe Curiofity, as well as Tender- 
neſs, was greatly heightened by theſe Words, ſent tor 
Don Lewis, to come into her Apartment, and deſired 
the Count to remain in that of Don Carlos, for Reaſons 
which ſhe bid her Woman tell him he ſhould after be 
informed of. Her Will was punctually obſerv'd ; and 
as ſoon as Don Lewis entered, Signior, ſaid Leacadia to 
him, it is now time to break that ſilence we have ſo 
long preſerved ; but before I begin the Account I am to 
give, if you have about you the Jewel I committed to 
your Charge, I beg you will ſhew it to Madam the Coun- 


teſs, perhaps ſhe may have ſome Knowledge of the Owner. 


Don Lewis was in the utmoſt Conſternation at this 
Diſcourſe of his Daughter ; but knowing her Modeſty 
and Prudence, judged ſhe muit have ſtrong Convictions 
to enable her to take ſuch a Reſolution ; and immedi- 
ately took a Box out of his Pocket, which he alwavs 
carried about him, and having opened it, preſented to 
the Counteſs that Diamond Croſs, Leocadia had taken 
from the Cabinet of her Raviſher. I never, ſaid he, go 
without this, in hope the Juſtice of Heaven will, in 
ſome lucky Hour, diſcover to me the Maſter. | 

STEPHANIA had no ſooner caſt her Eyes upon it, 
than, without regarding the laſt Words of Don Levis, 
Have I, cry'd ſhe, ſome Knowledge of the 
Owner of this Croſs ! who can doubt it, fince it belongs 
to my Rodolpho ! that dear Son of whom you heard me 
[Peak it was a Preſent to him from the Queen, 
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that Day that their Majeſties honoured him with the 
Order of Calatrava:——1 thought he had taken it 
with him, and cannot comprehend by what Chance it 
fell into your Hands. 

IT was by an Adventure, replied Leocadia, ſo cruel 
to me, that I cannot remember it without Horror : 


Then, with a Voice frequently ee ted with Sighs, 


ſhe recounted all that paſſed between her and her Ra- 
viſher, not forgetting any Circumſtance which might 
prove the Truth of her Words, and the Manner by 
which ſhe came by the Croſs. The exact Reſemblance, 
continued ſhe, between the Chamber whence I took 
this Jewel, and that wherein I found my Son, and that 
which you ſay is between the Features of your Son and 
this Child, and the time you tell me Rodo/pho has been 
gone, all ſerve to.confirm me, I have no where elſe to 
ſeek the Undoer of my Honour. Fear, Hope and Grief, 
on the firſt Sur Rr threw me into the Condition you 
have ſeen: All that perplexes me, is, that I paſſed that 
tatal Night thro” a great Court, which at my Entrance 
to day 1 did not, N. that little expecting the Diſcovery 
! now have made, I did not count the Number of the 
Stairs; but well I remember, thoſe my Raviſher made 
me deſcend were fifteen. 

"T'is enough, cried the Counte!s, throwing herſelf, 
all in Tears, on the Neck of Leocadia; there needs no 
more to prove, it is my own Blood that runs in the 
Veins of Don Carlos my immediate Inclinations 
for him, the Agonies I felt at ſeeing him hurt, the 
Fleaſure it gave me to embrace him, and the exact Si- 
militude between him and Rodelpho, are greater Aſ- 
ſurances to me than all your Obſervations My 
dear Leocadia, added ſhe, henceforward I ſhall regard 
you as my Daughter ; and as thoſe things which we 
call Misfortunes, are ſometimes our greateſt Bleſſin gs, 
let us all join in Thanks to Heaven for this ——— Ko- 
dolpho, who, no doubt, has ſuffered for his Crime, will 
find the Reward of his Sufferings, in being united for 
ever to a Perſon the moſt worthy in the World of him 
and you, my lovely Daughter, will taſte the Sweets 
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of Happineſs in a more elevated Degree, than if you 
had never known a contrary State. 

THEN, impatient that the Count de Rebeiros was fo 
long ignorant of the Subject of their Entertainment, 
ſhe made him be called; and without giving ham time 
to ſpeak to Don Lewis or his Daughter, recited to him 
all that ſhe had learned from Leocadia. 

Tuis Nobleman, to whom Honour was ever ſacred, 
and who look'd on Juſtice as a Virtue moſt becomin 
the Dignity of Man, had the ſame Sentiments on this 
Affair as his illuſtrious Spouſe ; and as Nature had 
work d no leſs ſtrongly in him at the Sight of Don Car- 
les, he was as ſtrongly convinced of the Truths told 
him. He embraced Pon Levis, and conjured him to 
forget the Crime of Rodo/pho, ſince he wou'd make him 
repair it fo gloriouſly to Leocadia, that nothing ſhou'd 
be wanting to her Satisfaction Then turning to 
Leocadia, he gave her Careſſes not inferior in Tender- 
neſs to thoſe ſhe had received from Szephania. But the 
Soul of this beautiful Lady was wholly diflolved in Joy . 
and Gratitude ; ſhe threw herſelf at his Feet, in ſpite 
of the Efforts he made to hinder her, and not being 
able to find Words expreſſive enough to make known 
what paſſed in her Heart, ſhe embraced his Knees, then 
thoſe of the Counteſs, kiſs'd their Hands; and in this 
dumb Rhetorick, teſtified, better than her Tongue cou'd 
have done, the Exceſs of her Contentment. 

Arx laſt, Don Fernand rais d her from the Ground, 
and taking her in his Arms, and calling her a thouſand 
times his deareſt Daughter, entreated her to give over 
her Tears, and her too great Reſpects; told her, he 
look'd on her Alliance as honourable, and that if there 
was ſome difference between his Eſtate and that of Dor 
Leabis, he thought himſelf happy in the Advantage, 
only becauſe it gave him power to render her one of 
the richeſt Women in all Spain. "Theſe generous Ex- 
preſſions cou'd not be unanſwered in the moſt thanktul 
manner by Don Leuis, who, in ſpite of the Nobility of 
his Blood, had never hoped to give his Daughter a 
Huſband of the Rank of the Count de Ribeiros. 

I 5 Wurn 


9” er err racers 
- < — 


e > 


2 A . A * 9 — 
— — Ä — — — — — Nane EY —— NE 
— 4  — — — = We 
© . 


— 


* * 
- 
- — — 5 — 
* — — „ <= 


( 178 ] 

Wuen the firſt Tranſports of Joy and Gratitude were 
a little over, Stephania told Leocadia, that ſhe had not 
been deceived in any thing ſhe had remarked in her 
Palace; that the Door by which Rodo/pho uſed ordina- 
rily to enter his Apartment, was in another Court, which 
had an Entry at the foot of the Stairs, the Number of 
which was as ſhe had ſaid. And I am no longer aſto- 
niſhed, purſued ſhe, at the ſtrange Faſhion in which he 
quitted us, nor the obſcure Meaning contain'd in that 
Letter we found in his Chamber, after his Departure, 
addreſs'd to his Father: According to the Date of that 
Letter, and the time of Leocadia's being carry'd off, it 
muſt be wrote the next day after. We had been many 
days without ſeeing him, and our blind Affection having 
giwen him too great a Liberty, we were beginning to 
repent ourſelves of it; and being greatly diſquieted to 
hear he had made choice of Perſons for his Companious 
and Friends, who were irregular in their Conduct, and 
dangerous in their Principles, we were conſulting on 
meaſures to draw him off trom ſuch Society, when one 
of his People brought us a Letter which he had left on 
his Table. 

I's ſpeaking this, the Counteſs opened a little filla- 
grene Trunk, that ſtood upon her Toilet, and having 
taken out a Paper, read it to Don Lewis and Leocadia; 
it contained theſe Words. | 


To the Count DE R1IBE1ROS. 


« My Lord, | 
HE Folly and Wantonneſs of Youth have made 
« { me act in a manner ſo little worthy of my 
« Birth, or that noble Education you have given me, 
« that J cannot, without ſhame, appear before your 
« Eyes, or remain any longer in Toledo——— The Re- 
«© membrance of my Faults fills me with ſuch an abun. 
« dant Horror, that I ſhou'd think it happy for me, if 
«« this laſt Night were the laſt of my Life therefore 


go to ſearch in other Countries thoſe glorious Princi— 


« ples of Honour and Virtue you have endeavour'd to 
« inſpire 


1ade 
my 
me, 
vour 
Re- 
bun- 
e, if 
eforc 
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nſpire 
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„ inſpire me with; where, if my Remorſe for 
„ what I have done does not quit me, at leaſt, my Vi 
ces will not follow me, and you will have no further 
Cauſe to bluſh for having given to the World, 


« 'The unfortunate RoporpRHO. 


Tuis Letter, ſaid Don Fernand, involved us in the 
utmoſt Perplexity ; we cou'd not gueſs of what Fault, 
or what Misfortune it was he ſpoke ; but being too well 
aſſur d his Conduct had been irregular, I was not ſorry 
he had taken a Reſolution to travel : As we cou'd not, 
on the moſt diligent Enquiry, hear to what place he 
was gone, we concluded he went 7i:cognito, and by a 
ſictitious Name. You muſt believe, however, the 
Trouble it gave us both, eſpecially Srephania, when a 
long Courſe of time roll'd on, without either ſeeing him 
return, or being able to learn the leaſt News concerning 
him It is not yet three Months ſince an Acci- 
dent diſcovered to us that he was in Flanders; ſince 
which we have wrote ſeveral Letters to him, filled with 
Perſuaſrons to return, but altogether in vain. He gave 
us for Anſwer, that Death would be leſs terrible to him, 
than the fight of Toledo But, continued the Count, 
he ſhall no longer be Maſter of himſelf, I will ſend one 
of my Gentlemen poſt to him, who ſhall not quit him, 
till he has brought him to me. | 

Tunis Reſolution of the Count de Ribeiros was imme- 
diately put in practice; the Gentleman was diſpatched, 
with Letters the moſt preſſing that could be, and the 
moſt poſitive Command to Rodolbbo to return without 
delay. While Don Fernand and Stephania were thus 
employ'd, Leocadia paſſed the time with Don Carlos, 
now giving a Looſe to all her Tenderneſs, and in-- 
dulging herſelf for the firſt time in calling him her 
Son, and accompanying her Words with Millions of 
Kiſſes, all which the Child returned with the ſame 
Ardency ; but not being accumſtomed to the tender 
Title ſhe gave him, and not daring to call her Mo- 
ther, was demanding the Reaſon ; when the Coun- 
teſs, having done writing, came into the — 
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and hearing the witty manner in which he queſtioned 
Leocadia, | 5h near to him, and taking him by the 
Hand, Yes, don Carlos, ſaid ſhe, the incomparable Leo 
cadia is no longer your Couſin, but your Mother, nor 
muſt you call her by any other Name henceforth. 

Tuars amiable Child, far from being aſtoniſhed at fo 
unexpected a Piece of News, ſtretched out his Arms to 
Leocadia, and repaid with Uſury all the Careſſes ſhe had 

iven him: I am charm'd, cried he, IJ am charm'd to 
End I have ſuch a Mother ; but who then is my 
Father? Will you not give me a Father alſo? Yes, I 

romiſe you, replied Stephania, who took an extreme 

leaſure in hearing him ſpeak, and you ſhall know him 
very ſoon. 

THe greateſt part of the Day was taken up in theſe 
Endearments; and the Count and Counteſs being abſo- 
lutely reſolved not to part with Leocadia, obliged her to 
confent to remain in their Palace, where they allotted 
her a magnificent Apartment adjoining to their own ; 
and as Don Carles ſeemed too far from them in that of 
Rodolpho, they made him be removed to a fine Pavillion 
at the end of a Gallery, which led to the Counteſs's 
Antichamber. In fine, nothing could be added to' what 
the Count de Ribeiros and Stephania did, on this Occa- 
hon, to expreſs the real Affection they had both for the 
Mother and the Son; and Don Lewis, who wou'd not 
be prevailed on to ſtay, returned to his Houſe, more 

overwhelmed with Joy and Gratitude, than he had left 
it with Concern and Grief. 

Tre ͤbeautiſul Leocadia wou'd have none of her own 
Women to attend her in this Palace, but the faithful 
Lucia; not only becauſe ihe wou'd not be too incom- 
modious to her generous Hoſteſs, but alſo becauſe ſhe 
wou'd have none but that Confidant witneſs of what 
paſted. © The Hurts of the young Don Carlos were cu- 
red in eight Days, and his Health perfectly re-eltabliſh- 
ed. During this time, the Counteſs and her noble 
Spouſe having gained a more perfect Knowledge of Lec- 
cadia, regarded her as a Miracle of Wit and Virtue : 
Her Sweetneſs and Complaiſance made her Miſtreſs of 

all the Hearts in that Palace, and equally charming by 
her 
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her Beauty, Character, and Accompliſhments, had no 
fewer Conqueſts than there were Perſons to behold her. 
Don Lewis came there every day, and not one paſſed 
over without his receiving Millions of Bleſſings from 
the Count and Counteſs, for being the Author of a Per- 
ſon ſo every way compleat and perfect. 457 

As ſhe play'd to admiration on ſeveral Sorts of muſi- 
cal Inftruments, and had the fineſt Voice in the World, 
all the Evenings were devoted to that Amuſement ; and 
tho', according to the Cuſtom of Spain, no Strangers 
were admitted to thoſe Entertainments, yet Leocadia did 
not want a great number of Admirers, among thoſe who 
were of the Blood of the Count or Counteſs de Ribeiro, 
and for that reaſon, had the Privilege of ſecing and 
hearing her. 

IT was thus that they found means to beguile the 
length of time, which muſt needs elapſe before they 
cou'd hear News of Rodolpho, which they all expected 
with a ſufficient Impatience, but Leocadia with the moſt. 
'This lovely Creature now ſeeing herſelf at liberty to 

urſue her Inclination, without any Shame, delivered 
herſelf up intirely to it; but in the midſt of her hopes 
of her being in a ſhort time the Wife of Rodolpho, the 
Fears of not being loved by him, mingled with thoſe 
other more agreeable Ideas; and as ſhe concealed no- 
thing from her dear Lucie, ſhe often entertained her on 
this Theme: A vicious and ungovernable Wantonneſs, 
ſaid the to her, enflam'd him once with a defire of 


poſleſſing me, without having ſcarce ſeen me; and, 


perhaps, after the firſt Tranſports, deteſting his Deport- 
ment, cou'd not fee the occaftion of it without Pain; 
and my feeble Attractions, far from giving birth to a 
laudable Paſſion in his Heart, have excited only Indif- 
ference, and it may be, added the with a Sigh, Contempt. 
LUCTA, who was of a gay, ſprightly Diſpoſition, 
wou'd not ſuffer her to continue in an Apprehenſion, 
which ſeemed: to her to have ſo weak a Foundation; 
and ſeeing every thing ſucceed ſo much beyond their 
Hopes, gave herſelf a greater Liberty of Speech than 
was uſual with her on this occaſion. I judge. quite 
other- 
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otherwiſe, Madam, ſaid ſhe, of the Sentiments of Ne- 
do/pho : If the fight of you but for halt a Moment inſpi- 
red him with a Paſhon he was unable to reſiſt, what 
ſhall become of him, to behold thoſe thouſand Charms 
which he had not time then to examine ? I rather ap- 
prehend, continued ſhe, laughing, that after what he 
has been compelled to do by an imperfe& ſight of you, 
he will entirely loſe his Reaſon, when he ſhall view the 
whole Luſtre of your Beauty. 

By ſuch like diſcourſes, ſhe diſſipated all the Diſ- 
quiets of her Miſtreſs. But while every one in the Pa- 
lace ſeem'd to vie with the other in manifeſting their 
Zcal and Attachment to the. amiable Leocadia, the Gen- 
tleman who was ſent to Rode/pho, found him at Gaunt, 
where the Archduke then kept his Court : He was held 
there in an Eſteem and Conſideration which might have 
ſatisfied the utmoſt wiſhes of a vam Heart, and cou'd 
not but have been pleaſing to his, if that which paſſed 
in his Mind had left any Remains of Self-love. But 
21! the Honours he received from the Prince, the Friend- 
ſhips he had made with the Courtiers, and the Amuſe- 
ments with which that Palace abounded, had not the 

ower to eraſe the Memory of that laſt Night he had 
paſſed at Toledo: His injured Unknown purſued him every 
where ; the Sound of her Voice was perpetually in his 
Ears, and, in ſpite of the Diverſity of Places thro” 
which his Curiofity had carried him, the Rarities of 

ach, and the Beauties of France, he was always poſ- 
ſe{s'd by the Object of his Remorſe, and of his Love; 
and tho' his Love took riſe from that very Offence which 
ordinarily deſtroys it in other Men, it the more firmly 
rooted it in him; and all the Circumſtances of that 
Adventnre, which were never on2 moment from his 
Thoughts, making him appear hateful to himſelf, at 
the ſame time rendered the beautiful Occaſion more a- 
dorable ; and, in the whole Courſe of his ſeven Years 
abſence, he neither found any Ceſſation to his Grief, 
nor Abatement in his Love. 
Bur that which greatly added to his Trouble, was 
the Aſſurance, that it was the Unknown who had taken 
the Croſs out of . his Cabinet, and, by that means, 
wou'd 


[ 183 ] 
wou'd diſcover the Author of her Rape, He had laid 


it in the Drawer of that Cabinet, when he left his A- 


partment, in order to go into the Country with his 
Friends, as he never took thoſe Marks of Diſtinction 
when he went upon a Party of Pleaſure ; and having 


the Key of that Chamber in his Pocket, no Perſon cou d 
have been in; it muſt therefore be the Unknown who 


had committed the Robbery, in hope of revenging what 
ſhe had ſuffered by him. Neither could he flatter him- 
ſelf with being conceal'd, if ſhe expoſed that Croſs ; 
for tho' there were many of the Order, his was adorn'd 
in a peculiar manner, and much richer than any of the 
others ; and being a Preſent to him from the .Queen, 
wou'd be known to the whole Court. 

Wu he reflected on this, and that the Woman for 
whom he burned with the extremeſt Paſſion, ſhou'd 
know that it was Rodolphe de Ribeiros from whom ſhe 
had received ſo unpardonable an Outrage, he was ready 
to die with Shame and Rage. 

Tur Agitations of his Soul were the more violent, in 
that he had reſolved never to confide ſo far in any Per- 
ſon, as to truſt them with the Secret of his Love and 
Grief, The ſtrongeſt Paſſions find ſome Eaſe in being 
communicated ; and as he refuſed that only Relief, he 
ſuffered himſelf to be continually torn with ſuch Emo- 
tions, as it wou'd be very difficult to deſcribe. 

Ir was in this cruel Situation the Gentleman from 
his Father found him, and preſented to him his Diſ- 
patches. It is ſo natural for thoſe whoſe Minds are 
wholly taken up with any one thing, to imagine every 
thing they hear or ſee has a tendency to that, that it is 
not to be wondered at, that Rode/pfo imagining his Se- 
cret was diſcover'd, opened the Letters with a Terror 
equal to his Impatience. That from the Count was in 
theſe Terms : 


To RODOLPHO DE RIBEIROS. 


is N Affair of the moſt preſſing nature, and of 

oy near concern to both our Honours, obliges 

* me to command your immediate return ; heſitate 
I . 


« not 
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*« not to obey me, if either my Glory or your own have 
* any ſhare in your Conſideration. : 


FERNAND DE R1BEIROS. 


In that of Szephania, he found theſe Words: 


To RODOLPHO De RiBEIROS, 


68 HE Moment you receive theſe, my Son, quit 
" the Place you are in; the molt cruel Affront in 
« nature demands you Preſence at Toledo: And, ſince 
e have only you to ſupport the Glory of your Blood, 
«+« ſhew yourſelt worthy ot it, by your Eagerneſs to re- 
turn, if you wou'd ſtill find the ſame tender Mother 
«4 you hitherto have done in. 


STEPHANIA DE RiBEIROS, 


Txt Words Affrent, Honour, and Glory, worked on 
Redolpho all the Effect they were intended for: He pre- 
&nily imagin'd his Father had received ſome Outrage, 
and that he was called to waſh off the Aﬀront in the 
Blocd of his Enemy. In this Thought, an Ardency 
for Vengeance took up all his Breaft : Let us go, cry'd 
he, and ſhew Don Fernand, that Rodeltho is his Son. 
But, Lecnard, {aid he, to the Gentleman that brought 
the Letters, can you tell me nothing of this Aﬀarr ? 
Have you no farther Inſtructions for me than what is 
here contain'd ? But he, who had orders to diſcover - 
nothing to him, reply'd, That his Comr..ifion extended 
no farther, and that all he knew of the Matter was, 
that both the Count and Counteis appeared greatly agi- 
tated when they put theſe Letters into his hand, and 
had expreſely charged him, not to return without effect- 
ing the Buſineſs he was ſent upon. There needed ns 
more to oblige Rodo/pho to depart ; full of Courage, of 
Reſpect and Love to his Parents, he haſted to give them 
Proofs of it : And it was in this only Moment, that the 
Memory of his Unknown abandon'd him. 

Hs 
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He immediately put his Affairs in order, took leave 
of tne Archduke, and the other Nobility, with whom 
he had been intimate, and came poſt with Leonard, who 
quitted him at a little diſtance from Toledo, to advertiic 
the Count and Counteſs of his Approach. 

Two Months were elapſed tince the Departure of 
Leonard, and Stephania was expecting every Moment, 


when he appeared with the joyſul Tidings. The 


Tranſports of ſo tender a Mother, at hearing her dear 
and only Son was fo near at hand, after an Abſence of 
ſeven Veurs, might well be expected to engrofs her 
whole Soul, at leaſt for ſome time; but they had al- 
ready reſolved in what manner they ſnou'd conduct the 
Plan they had laid, that her Emotions did not hinder 
her in the leaſt from putting every thing in the orcer 
they had projected. 

Sn made Leocadia and the young Don Carbs retire 
into an Apartment on the other ſide of the Palace, 
whence they were not to ſtir till the time they had 
concluded ; and injoined all the Servants to Secre- 
cy, on every thing that had paſied: Which, every one 
hoping to have a ſhare in the Pleaſure this Accident 
wou'd at laſt create, was obſerved with the utmoit 
Punctuality. 

In fine, Rodolpho arrived, and tho' the Equipage of 
a Man that rides poſt cou'd not have much Decorum, 
he wou'd not change it, that he might the better teſtify 
to the Count and Counteſs, the Haſte he made to obey 
their Commands. 'This Interview drew Tears of Joy 
and Tenderneſs from all Parties; and tho' Don Fernand 


did his utmoſt to maintain his Gravizy, he cou'd not 


reſtrain his Eyes from overflowing, when he beheld his 
Son at his Feet. 

STEPHANIA embraced him a thouſand times: And 
this ſeven Years Abſence had made ſo advantageous an 
Alteration in his Perſon, that ſhe cou'd not help regard- 
ing him with admiration ; the Regularity of his Features, 
the uncommon Luſtre of his Eyes, the Exactneſs of his 
Shape, noble Stature, and that Air of Grandeur which 
accompanied the leatt of his Actions, made him appear 

no 
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no leſs accompliſhed a Man, than Leocadia was a Wo- 
man. But that which attracted the Eyes of both the 
Count and Counteſs, was, in ſpite of the difference be- 
tu cen Maturity and Childhood, the perfect Reſemblance 
the young Don Carlos had of him; and had they not 
been before confirmed by a thouſand Circumſtances of 
the Truths Leccadia had told them, this of itſelf had 
been enough. | 

Tre firit Tranſports of their meeting were no ſooner 
over, than Rodolpho entreated his Father to let him 
know by what manner he cou'd prove himſelf worthy 
to be his Son, and repair the firſt Faults of his Youth. 
My Son, reply'd Don Fernand, I am ſatisfied with your 
Obedience, and charmed with the laudable Impatience 
you teſtify to anſwer the Demands of Duty and of Ho- 
nour ; but the Affair, I wrote to you upon, is accom- 
modated, I was not offended in ſuch a manner, as cou'd 
admit no other Satisfaction than the Blood of the Of- 
fender; it was my firſt Emotions that dictated the Let- 
ter you received, but I have now more calm Reflections. 
However, I am not ſorry, I have acted in that faſhion, 
ſince by it you are reſtored to your Family Go, 
and take that Repoſe which is neceſſary after the fa- 
tigue of your Journey To-morrow I will 
acquaint you with every thing you defire to know. 

RODOLPHO, who perceived his Father had no 
Inclination to ſpeak farther at preſent, forbore to preſs 
him on that Article, and defired he wou'd permit- him 
only to change his Habit, and enjoy the Satisfaction of 
paſſing the Remainder of the Day with his Mother. At 
theſe Words, he was conducted to his own Apartment, 
where all the ſad Ideas, which had ſo long tormented 
him, and, but in the hurry of his Father's Commands, 
had known Ceſlation, returned with double Force into 
his Mind, on entering a Place which had been the Scene 
of that Crime, to which they owed their Birth. He 
cou'd not ſee again that Chamber and that Bed, with- 
out being agitated with the molt cruel Reflections 
His former Melancholy came now accompanied with 
Horror, to which abandoning hiniſelf, he fell into ſuch 


2 


[ 187 ] 


a Condition, that had Don Fernand or Stephania ſeen 


him that moment, it wou'd ſcarce have been poſſible 
tor them to have known him. 

THe Counteſs, in the mean time, judging of the Suſ- 
pence Leocadia muſt be in, had no ſooner quitted her 
Son, than ſhe went to her Apartment, where ſhe found 
her all in Tears, holding Don Carlos in her Arms, and 
begging of Heaven to inſpire Rodelplo de Ribeiros with 
the Sentiments of a Father for that amiable Child. Sze- 
phania emmreated ſhe wou'd not doubt it, and that ſhe 
wou'd uſe her utmoit Efforts to compoſe herſelf, for the 
better Accompliſhment of the Deſign they had formed. 
That beautiful Lady had been fo ſtruck with the Cries 
of Joy, which reſounded thro' the Palace on the Arri- 
val of Rodelpho, and with the mixed and - tumultuous 
Emotions of Hope and Fear, at the knowledge he was 
ſo near her, and that the Criſis of her Happineſs or 
Miſery for ever was now at hand, that her very Soul 
ſcemed all diſſolved, and ſtreaming at her Eyes. The 
illuſtrious Stephania was a long time before ſhe cou'd 
diſſipate theſe Perturbations; but at laſt her Endeavours 
ſucceeded, Leocadia grew more aſſured, and promiſed to 
bring herſelf into a Condition to execute her Pleaſure, 
with all the Reſolution that was neceſſary for it. 

THz Counteſs not being willing to give any Suſpicion 
to her Son by a too long Abſence, retired to her own 
Apartment, as ſoon as ſhe had a little ſettled the mind 
of Leocadia ; and Rodolpho, to whom the fight of his 
Lodgings was a perfect Hell, was coming into the ex- 
cellent Steplania's Antichamber the Moment ſhe en- 
tered. Don Fernand well knowing his Preſence inſpi- 
red too great a Reſpect and Awe in his Son, to ſuffer 
him to expreſs himſelf before him with that liberty 
he wiſhed, was already withdrawn, leaving his Wite 
to act in what manner ſhe thought fit, for the bet- 
ter Explication of Rodolpho's Sentiments. The Tender- 
neſs with which ſhe loved him, made her readily un- 
dertake this Taſk ; and, in order to oblige him to 
{peak freely to her, omitted no Careſſes that the fond- 
elt Mother cou'd beſtow ; but taking notice of his 

protound 
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profound Melancholy, Redulpho, ſaid ſhe, the Joy I have 
to ſee you is far from being perfect, fince I perceive you 
do not ſhare it with me. hat gloomy Penitve- 
neſs and Languor, that fits upon your brow, makes me 
think the Houſe of your Father has no longer any 
Charms for you, and that you have leſt at Gaunt, or 
tome other Place, Objects more agreeable to your Mind 
than ary you can find at 70 . 

Tris Remark of Stef hania's made Rodolplo Agb, he 
had not Command enough over himſelf to conceal ſo 
violent a Grief as he was new ailailed with ; but con- 
itraining it as much es poſſible, I {wear to you, Madam, 
anſwered he, that Toe contains all that 1s * to me 
in the World; and that in all my Travels, I have ne- 
ver ſeen an Object capable of making me forget, even 

for a moment, what I left behind. 

Tur Counteſs had a much better Gueſs than he ima- 
gin'd, at the Meaning of theſe Words, but reſolved to 
make nim explain himſelf: And why then, reſumed 
ſe, are you not rejoiced in ſeeing us again or 
whereſore did you quit us? For, in fine, Rodolpho, con- 
tinued ſhe, I cannot think, but ſuch a precipitated De- 
parture as yours was, muſt be 2 by ſome very 
violent Diicontent I know very well, that on 
your firſt attaining to the State of Man, you led a Life 
little worthy of you ; and had Companions, who drew 
you into I: regularities I am unwilling to mention-—— 
but after all, my Son, I know no young Man exempt 
from Faults ; you ought not for that 25 have aban- 
doned us. Cou'd you not quit your Vices without quit- 
ting a Father and Mother, who ſo tenderly loved you, 
who were ever ready to forgive the falſe Steps you 

made ; and whoſe Example and Precepts might have 
reconducted you in the Paths of Virtne ? 

SPEAK, my dear Rodblfho, nor diſguiſe to me the 
Cauſe of a Departure, which gave us 3 much Trouble. 
You have now nothing to fear from our Reſent- 


ments We are fully convinced, you will re- 
— all you have done, and one day give us much more 
Jappineſs than ever you did Diſquiet - therefore, 


you 
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you ought not to apprehend either Reproaches or Ri- 
gours from us. Explain to me, I entreat, I con- 
jure, I command you, the obſcure Meaning of that 
Letter you left on your Table ; and, if you have any 
Sentiments of Duty or Tenderneſs for a Mother, to 
whom you have ever been ſo dear, refuſe me not this 
Satisfaction. od 

Tris preſſing Solicitation threw Rodo/pho into the 
utmoſt Confuſion ; the Tears which his Mother cou'd 
not reſtrain from falling, while ſpeaking in this man- 
ner, made his flow faſt z and his tr 
ver yet diſburden'd itſelf in the Breaſt of any Perſon, 
found this moment a kind of Sweetneſs in the liberty 
of doing it, at the feet of a Woman to whom he was 
bound by all the Ties of Blood, Nature, Duty and Aſ- 
fection. Shame, however, made ſome Reſiſtance to the 
Deſire he had of complying with her Demands ; and 

fore he was able to declare the ſhocking Story, look- 
ing on her with an Air the moſt fad and piercing ; Ah, 
Madam! cry'd he, what a Confeſſion do you oblice me 
to make | 

WHATEVER it be, reply'd Stephania haſtily, and wil- 
ling to take Advantage of the State ſhe ſaw him in, I 
again require it of you, and to embolden you to make 
it fully, I promiſe you an eternal Secrecy ; and that 
Don Fernand himſelf ſhall never know it, if it be any 
thing unfit for him to hear. 

'Tr1s Aſſurance from a Mouth on which he cou'd fo 
will depend, the Teſtimonies of her Goodneſs to him, 

and above all, the Hope he had of finding Eaſe in the 
Communication of his Grief, determined him to make 
the Diſcovery. He remained ſome time with his Eyes 
fixed on the Earth, and his Arms acroſs his Breaſt, de- 
noting the inward Perplexity he was in : At laſt chang- 
ing ſuddenly his whole Poſture, he addreſſed her in 
theſe Terms. 

BELIEVE not, Madam, ſaid he, that I heſitate, if I 
ſhou'd obey you. I ſhou'd be indeed unworthy of 
that Tenderneſs you have always ſhewn to me, if J 
ſhou'd any longer preſerve a Secret you are deſirous to 
be informed of. —--— But, Oh Heaven ! how wall 
the Reſpe& I owe you permit me to make a Recital of 

4 an 
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an Adventure, the mot ſhocking in the World. 
But you command it in Terms not to be withſtood ; and 
the only Favour I entreat of you 15, that you will re- 
member that you have done ſo. 
THEN, perceiving ſhe was attentive to what he was 


ahout to ſay, he recounted the Rape of Leocadia in the 


manner it happened, and as ſhe had before related, 
with theſe Additions, of the Promiſe he had made his 
Friends, his Horror for that Promiſe, and the Beha- 
viour, which was afterwards inſpired by his Regret, 
the manner in which he had deceived his Companions, 
his Return to Leocadin, and his Diſcourſe with her. 
But tho' he took all Precautions neceſſary, to make his 
Expreſſions ſuitable to the Chaſtity of the Ears of thoſe 
who heard him, he cou'd not ſpeak of the Violence of 
his Deſire, and the Tranſports which compelled him to 
ſuch an Action, without bringing Bluſhes ſeveral times 
on the Face of the virtuous Stephani. However, he 
continued his Narration, and concluded it with a Re- 
ſolution he took the ſame Night, to go out of Spain, 
and rather abandon every thing, than remain in a 
Place which he had diſhonoured by ſo unworthy an 
Action. 

THis, Madam, ſaid he, is the Truth of what you 
command me to reveal ; and the ovly Cauſe of my 
quitting you, and of that melancholy you obſerve in 
me at my Return. But, methinks, reply'd the Coun- 
teſs, Time might eraſe the Memory of this Accident; 
and tho' your Crime was of the molt grievous kind, I 
hope ſo long a Day of Penance, may be ſome Atone- 
ment for it lt is true indeed, continued ſhe, 
that I did not expect an Account of this kind; but as 1 
gave you my Promiſe not to make you any Reproaches, 
I ſhall be filent on that Topic. 

ALas ! Madam, cry'd he, my own Reflections are 
ſufficiently my own Jormentors; cou'd it be poſſible, 
that any Thing cou'd be added to the Heinouineſs of 
my Crime. Yet 1s Remorſe the leaſt of Ills that I en- 
dure ; to my misfortune, I love and adore the Object 
by whom I never can be but hated The Reſpect 
I have for her, is greater than the Outrage J have 

done 
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done her; and as nothing wou'd be ſo happy for me as 


to know her, if there were a Poſſibility of her Forgive 


neſs ; ſo nothing 1s ſo terrible to me, as the Apprehen- 
lions that, by the means of that Crols ſhe took away, 
ſhe may one day diſcover the Author of her Wrongs, 
and curſe Nodolpho in her nameleſs Raviſher. I confeſs 
to you, Madam, that I can ſcarce retain my Reaſon, 
when I reflect, that I am conſidered as the moſt unwor- 
thy of Mankind, by the only Woman my Fate will ſuffer 
me to adore. ; 

A THovsanD Sighs now ſtrove for Paſſage in the 
Breaſt of the amorous Rodo/pho, and prevented him from 
proſecuting his Diſcourſe. Stephania was touched ſo 
ſenſibly with the Condition ſhe ſaw him in, that had it 
not been for fear of diſobliging the Count, ſhe had 
calmed all the Diſorders of his mind, by acquainting 
him with what ſhe knew ; but as ſhe was unwilling 'to 
infringe her Orders, ſhe conſtrained herſelf to conceal the 
Contentment it gave her to hear him ſpeak in this Man- 
ner, and aſſuming an Air altogether grave and ſerious : 

The paſſion, ſaid ſhe, you have for this Unknown, is 
no leſs ſurprizing, than falling in love after Death with 
a Perſon one never had any Jenderneſs for in Life. But 
| wou'd adviſe you, my Son, to make uſe of all your 
Reaſon for extinguiſhing a Flame, which muſt render 
vou unhappy, if Tndule'd. If ſhe, you have offended, 
had been of noble Birth, having ſo authentick a Teſti- 
mony againſt you as that Croſs, her Parents would have 
endeavoured to revenge the Wrong, or at leaſt have 
obliged you to repair it, by making her your Wife; 
but as ſeven Years are paſſed ſince this Adventure, and 
we have heard nothing of it, ſhe muſt doubtleſs be 
{ome inconſiderable Creature, and took the Croſs from 
you only as the Price ſhe thought due for the loſs 
of her Innocence. Or, perhaps, continued ſhe, ſhe 
may by this time be dead. But whatever ſhe be, 
J wou'd have you think of her no more; Time e- 
raſes every thing, and I hope will cure you of ſo 
fruitleſs a Defire, and put you in a condition to ac- 


cept a Spouſe worthy of you, Be aſſured, my dear 


Ro- 
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Rodolpho, I ſhall omit nothing may ſerve to diſſipate 
thoſe melancholy Ideas ; and among other-things, will 
engage the Daughter of Don Lewis de Lagreda, who is 
one of the moit amiable young Ladies in the World, 
and a dear Friend of mine, to permit you to be preſent 
at the Pleaſure the gives us ſometimes with the ſweet 
Accents of her Voice: Tis the only Conſolation I have 
taſted ſince your Departure, and J flatter myſelf, it will 
be no inconfiderable one to you. But 'tis late, added 
ſhe, I wou'd have you retire, and not ſhew yourſelf in 
publick, till the Count has communicated ſomething to 
you he wou'd have you know. 

RODOLPHO let her know by his Anſwer, that 
this laſt Order was unneceſſary, and that Solitude had 
more Charms for him, than either the Court or City. 
He returned her Thanks for all the Tokens ſhe had gi- 
ven him of her Goodneſs: But at the ſame time teſti- 
fied a great Indifference for the Amuſements the of- 
fered him ; and then took his leave, that ſhe might go 
to Bed. 

Bur Repoſe was a thing ſhe cou'd not reſolve to 
take, till atter ſhe had viſited Leocadia, and given her 
a faithful Account of what had paſſed; finding an ex- 
treme pleaſure in being the firſt that ſhou'd inform her 
of the Sentiments of KRedo/pho : The Count, who was 
there before her, was charm'd at the Recital, and Leo- 
cadia appeared no leſs ſenſible than ſhe ought. All their 
Meaſures being taken for the next Day, Don Fernand 
and Stephauia withdrew to their Chamber, in order 
that Leocadia might enjoy the Sweets of that Ret, 
which the Confuſions of her Mind had for a long time 
denied. 

Bur Joy was now a greater Enemy to Sleep, than 
Grief had been ; this beautiful Lady had ſo much to 
think upon, ſo, much to ſay, that the Night was too 
ſhort to give vent to halt the "Tranſports of her Soul; 
the Morning found her thus employed, and the faith- 
ful Lucia had enough to do, to perſuade her to Mo- 
deration, that ſhe might be able to ſee Redoipho, and 
tupport the different Agitations the ſight of him mult 
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of neceility create. That young 'nobleman. paſſed his 
Hours in his ordinary melancholy Reflections; and the 
Count and Counteſs were the only Perſons who enjoyed 
a perfect Tranquillity. The Return of ſo dear a Son, 
and the Certainty of his loving her they had deſtined 
tor him, intirely baniſhed all their Inquietudes. 

Tu Counteſs employed the greateſt part of the 
Morning in ſeeing Leacadia dreſſed in the moſt rich and 
becoming Fafhion that can be imagined ; the Seams of 
her Habit were covered with Pearls and Rubies, her 
Hair was partly looſe, and-flowing with a ſtudied Neg- 
ligence over her Shoulders; the other was tied up in 
Fuffs, between every one of which were large pendant 
Diamonds of a prodigious Luſtre, and glittered round 
her Head like the Stars in Ariadne's Crown. In the 
middle, juſt above her Forehead, was placed a Triangle 
of Jewels in form of a Tiara, which being —— 
of different precious Stones, ſuch as Emeralds, Topazes, 
Jacinths, Rubies and Saphires, had ſuch a beautiful Va- 
riety in their mingled Blaze, as both pleaſed and pained 
the Eye at once. Her natural Charms thus embelliſhed 
by all the Ornaments of Art, ſhe appeared the moſt 
lovely and the moſt dazling Object that ever was be- 
held. Steplania put about her Neck a fine String of 
Diamonds, to which hung the Croſs of the Order of 
Calatrawa ; but becauſe this extraordinary Ornament 
ſhou'd not be ſeen till they ſhou'd find a proper Time, 
the String which held it was ſo long, that it fell upon 
| her Stomach, and was concealed by a rich Mantle 
thrown acroſs her Shoulders for that purpoſe. 

THz young Don Carlos was alſo 9 
habited, and nothing was wanting to inſpire Noabl- 
pho with Admiration, both of the Mother and Son; 
who, far from W what was preparing for him, 
was all this time in the Apartment of the Count. This 
tender Father, to amuſe him, entertained him with 
a thouſand different Adventures that had happened 
among Perſons of their Acquaintance, ſince his De- 
parture ; and then beguiled the time till it was conve- 
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nient to go into Szephania's Apartment, with queſtioning 
him on what he had ſeen in his Travels. 

WHEN they came into that Lady's Apartment, they 
found her alone with her Women, and the Converſa- 
tion was but juſt began, when a Servant came into the 
Room, and ſpoke ſomething in a low Voice to the 
Counteſs. Let her come in, aniwered ſhe aloud : You 
know, I am never ſo much engaged, to refuſe Admit. 

tance to ſo dear a Friend. My Lord, continued ſhe, 
addreſſing herſelf to the Count, it is the incomparable 
Leccadia, who is to come to dine with us. With theſe 
Words ſhe roſe from her Chair, and the Door being 
immediately opened, Leocadia appeared, more charm- 
ing by her native Lovelineſs than by the Magnificence 
of her Habit: She had the young Don Carlos in her 
Hand ; and the Counteſs embracing her, How happy 
am I, ſaid ſhe, my deareſt Leocadia, that you are come 
to participate with us in the pleaſure of my Son's Re- 
turn ! See, Madam, continued ſhe, prefenting him to 
her, that Rodolpho, of whom you have ſo often heard me 
ſpeak, and whoſe Abſence I have ſo long deplored. | 

LEOCAD 14 ſaluted him, without making any An- 
ſwer to the Counteſs ; and being ſeated near her, began | 

c 
t 


to entertain her in a half Whiſper. As for Rodolpho, all 
his Senſes ſeemed ſuſpended at this charming Object; 
he had never imagined, there was any thing ſo perfect 
in the World, and regarding her with ſo great an At- f. 
tention, he ſaw nothing elſe about him. 

Bur Don Fernand relieved him from this Ecſtaſy, 


by making him take notice, that the little Don Car/os F ic 
ſtretched his Arms out to him; this Action, which had th 
not been premeditated, à little diſconcerted the Count A 
2nd Counteſs, and particularly his Mother; but every la 

w. 


one conſtraining themſelves as much as poſſible, they 
turned their Obſervation intirely on Rodolpho ; who, 
ſooping to embrace Car/os, had no ſooner caſt his be 


Eves on him, than it was not in his power to take Cr 
them off: His Beauty, his graceful Air, and the tender unt 
| un; 


Careſtes he gave him, made him feel ſometaing thro' 


kis whole Frame, to which all his Life hitherto he had 
| been 
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been a Stranger. The Reſemblance he found in him 
of himſelf, ſtruck him with a mixed Aſtoniſhment 
and Tenderneſs; and, in ſpite of him, made ſome 
Tears fall from his Eyes; and not able to reſt in theſe 
Agitations, Madam, ſaid he, turning to Stephania, is 
this amiable Child of your Blood? I ſee an Air 
of the Family in him, which ſurprizes me; and my 
Heart, methinks, tells me I ſhall hear ſtrange things. 
I know not, cried Don Carlos haſtily, but I wiſh you 
were the Father that Madam the Counteſs promiſed 
me. 

TuzEsE Words touched Leocadia in ſuch a manner, 
that her Face was in an inſtant bathed in Tears. My 
Lord, ſaid ſhe to Rodolpho, forcing herſelf to ſpeak, my 
Son is ignorant of the Author of his Being, and you 
muſt pardon his indiſcreet Wiſhes. The Accents of 
that Voice were too preſent to Rodolphe not to be re- 
membered ; and if the little he had ſeen of Levcadia, 
and ſeven Years Abſence, had made her Features not 
abſolutely known to him, her manner of ſpeaking was 
not in the leaſt forgot. His Confuſion increaſed the more 
he reflected; and without ſuffering Don Carlos to quit 
his Arms, What Madam, ſaid he, is this your Son, and 
docs he not know his Father? How unhappy muſt be 
the Man, who is ſeparated from a Wife and Son ſo per- 
fectly charming ! This is an Adventure, anſwered ſhe, 
too melancholy for our Entertainment in a Day of Joy, 
ſuch as this; and I beg you will excuſe the Tears that 
ſo cruel a Remembrance forces from me. In ſpeakin 
this, ſhe let the Mantle fall of her Shoulders, as if by 
Accident, and diſcovered the Croſs of the Order of Ca- 
latrava. Rodolpho, more aſſured than before, that he 
was not deceived in the Sound of her Voice, was ani- 
mated by Emotions the moſt extraordinary that cou'd 
be ; and more carefully examining her whole Form, the 


| Croſs immediately attracted his Eyes, and threw him 


into ſo prodigious an Aſtomſhment, that he was wholly 


unable to diflemble it. What is it I ſee, cried he? What 
is it I hear? Then turning his Eyes about, and ſeeing 
the Count and Counteſs in Tears, and the beautiful 


K 2 Leocadia 


L 192 ] 
Leccadia with her Head reclined, and almoſt faint ; Juft 
Heaven! added he, can what I think be poſſible? Ah! 
continued he, throwing himſelf on his Knees with the 
utmoſt Agonies of Love, Hope, Fear and Wonder, put 
an end, I beſeech you, I conjure you, to the Uncer- 
tainty J am in——tell me, if my Deſires deceive me? 


or, if I am happy enough to It was not in his 
power to conclude what he was about to ſay, a Storm 
of riſing Sighs ſtopp'd the Paſſage of his Words, and 
were near depriving him alſo of Breath, when Don 
Fernand de Ribetros, not able to endure ſo moving a 
Spectacle; Preſumptuous Rodolphe, ſaid he to him, with 
a Voice in which Tenderneſs had a greater Share than 
Anger, behold the Affront thou art to waſh away 
behold the Honour thou art to repair behold to 
what thy Glory and ours excites thee, and either die, 
or acknowledge thy Wife and thy Son. Theſe Words 
in a moment diſſipated all the Obſcurity of his own 
Ideas, and abandoning himſelf wholly to the Exceſs of 
his Joy; What is it you, ſaid he to Leocadia, ardently 
kiffing her Hands? Is it you, the divine Object of my 
moſt violent Paſſion, to whom I owe my Blood and my 
Life? And is this lovely Child the Son of the Criminal 
Rodolpho ? 

THeNn taking Don Carlos again between his Arms, 
and putting him in thoſe of Leocadia, he embraced the 
one and the other with 'Tranſports ſo vehement, as tho' 
he wou'd have inſpired his Soul into them at every 
t reffure. Yes, my Son, ſaid Stephania, Heaven has pu- 
niſhed your Crime ſufficiently in your Remorſe ; and 
hat has made you wretched, now makes you happy. 

Duzinc allthis Diſcourſe, Leocadia was in a condi- 
tion very difficult to expreſs, and not having the power 
to bring forth one Word, made known only by her 
Eyes the Emotions of her Soul. Rodolpho appeared too 
amiable for her not to follow with pleaſure the incli- 
nation the had for him; but when ſhe perceived that 
Tenderneſs, which the Sight of Don Carlos had inſpi- 
red him with, and the Confuſion the Sound of her 
Voice had put him in, Love, Joy and Hope threw all 
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her Spirits in ſo great a Hurry, that ſhe had much ado 
to recover herſelf. : 

RODOLPHO, who judged the Situation of her Mind 
by his on, conjured her not to refuſe his Carefles : 
My dear. Leocadia, ſaid he, tis no longer an unwor- 
thy Raviſher that preſents hunſelf before you, tis the 
moſt reſpectſul and ſubmiſſive Lover tis a Hul- 
band, who, with all the Ardour of an honourable Paſ- 
ſion, comes to drive that which has offended you far 
from your Remembrance "Tis no longer in the 
Horrors of Darkneſs he hides his guilty Love, but in 
the face of Heaven, and the Preſence of thoſe who 
gave him Being, that he ſwears to you an inviolable 
Tenderneſs; that he gives you his Faith, and de- 
mands yours. 

THnese tender Proteſtations having in ſome meaſure 
reſettled the Calm in Lezcadia's Soul; And it is, an- 


ſwered ſhe, giving him her Hand, in the preſence of 


thoſe you mention, and with the Conſent of him to 


whom I owe my Birth, that I receive with the extremeſt 


Joy, the Faith you offer me, and engage mine to you. 
Turse Words, and the obliging Look that accom- 
panied them, compleated the Satisfaction of Rodelpho 
every thing he ſaid, every thing he did, teſtified the 
moſt perfect Love, the moſt perfect Gratitude ; and 
the Count de Ribeiros having ſent for Don Lewis, who 
choſe not to be preſent at the firſt Diſcovery of this 
Myſtery, that venerable Gentleman appeared, whom 
Nodolpho no ſooner caſt his Eyes upon, than he imme- 
diately knew, having had time to conſider him while 
his Emiſfaries, with their Swords at his Throat, kept 
him. from defending his Daughter : Ah ! my Lord, 
cried he to him, advancing with open Arms, how 
guilty does your Preſence render me] And how little 
am I worthy of the Blefüngs Heaven has this Day be- 
ſtowed upom me! But, continued he, if to have given 
the incomparable Leocadia my Heart and my Faith, 
be not a ſufficient Atonement for my Crime, take my 
Life, my Lord; I will yield it with pleaſure, fo by it 
I may purchaſe your Eſteem. God forbid, replied Don 
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Learis, embracing him, that I ſhou'd ſhed the leaſt Drop 
of Blood which is become fo dear to me: Let us talk 
no more of Guilt, or of Revenge; Don Fernand having 
taken Leccadia for his Daughter, I can no longer regard 
you but with the Eyes of a Father. 

Ir was in this inſtant, that the Palace of the Count 
reſounded with a thouſand Acclamations of Joy, and 
that theſe five illuſtrious Perſons delivered themſelves up 
wholly to the utmoſt Exceſs of Love and 'Tenderne!s. 
Ihe Careſſes Rodolfho gave to his Wife and Son, by 
turns, at laſt permitting Don Fernand to inform him, by 
what ineans Leocadia was brought to their Houſe ; all 
the Teſtimonies by which ſhe endeavoured to prove the 

Truth of her Adventure, were nothing in compariſon 
of thoſe lively Emotions the Force of Blood excited at 
the ſight of Don Carlos. It was with Wonder and with 
Reverence Rodolphe reflected on the Conduct of Provi- 
dence in this Affair: But theſe grave Conſiderations 
giving way to the tender Impatience of his Paſſion, for 
the ſull Accompliſhment of his Happineſs, he intreated 
Don Fernand de Riteiros, and the Father of Leocadia, 
not to attend any Formalities which might retard it. 
To this they readily conſented ; and the ſame Night 
Leccadia and he were united by Bonds, which can ne- 
ver be diſſolved but by Death. Their Paſſion for each 
other was not more wonderful in the Birth of it, than 
it was in the continued Progreſs through their whole 
Lives; their Conſtancy, Fidelity and Tenderncis ren- 
dering celebrated for the preſent, and memorable for the 
future, the Effects of Love and Nature. | 


THX1s is indeed, ſaid Urania, the moſt ſingular and 
the moſt touching Hiſtory I ever heard ; and I believe 
it no otherwiſe poſſible to prove to the beautiful Arel/c, 
how greatly we have been moved with it, than by the 
Tears ſhe has ſeen us ſhed, I proteſt to you, added 
Thelamant, that I found it impoliible to reſtrain mine, 
and I have been, as it were, divided between my Con- 
cern for the Facts related, and viy Admiration of the 


Manner of relating them 
ABov® 
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ABOVE all, interrupted Orophanes ſmiling, methinks 
the Lacy has diſcovered an Infinity of Delicacy, in 
maxing us know the Crime of Rodo/pho, without doing 
it in any Terms which exceed the Bounds of the moit 
ſuict Decorum. 

I's fine, cried Felicia, to hinder Orephanes from ſay- 
ing any more on that head, ſhe knows how to touch, 
and intereſt our Paſſions, without wounding our Mode- 
ſty; and I think Camilla had reaſon to defire ſhe might 
fpeak a long time, ſince it is in her Power to acquit 
herſelf fo well of the Taſk, 

ALL the Company, in their Turns, expreſted the 
Pleature ſhe had given them ; and this amiable Lady 
was obliged, in ſpite of her Efforts, to hear thote Frai- 
ſes which were due to her Wit, and the Graces wh:cir 
accompanied every thing ſhe ſaid : But reſolving, if 
poſſible, to turn the Converſation another way, You do 
not remember, interrupted ſhe with a gay Air, that 4/- 
cippe and Liſimond came not here to liſten to Enloginms 
on me, and that Crania and 7 helamont ought to be the 
{ole Objects of their Attention. | 

We wou'd be thoſe of their Eſteem and Friendſhip, 
ſaid Uraria, and we cannot more deſerve it, than by the 
Juſtice we do you : However, fince your Modeſty filences 
cur Inclinations, we muſt agree to what you deſire. 

As our Company is now pretty extenſive, cried 
Celemena, methinks it wou'd not be amiſs for us to di- 
vide; and that to leave Forinda in more Tranquil- 
lity, one part enjoyed the Remainder of this fine Hos 
in the beautiful Gardens of this Houſe, and the other 
remained here. I perceive, anſwered Florinda, that 
you are impatient to make Alcippe and Lifſimond wit- 
neſies of all the Charms this Dwelling abounds with; 
which, I aſſure you, I am fo far from oppoſing, that 
I was this Moment going to mention the ſame thing; 
but it is on this Condition, that thoſe who quit me, 
ſhall hold no other than general Converſation in this lit- 
tle abſence, and ſhall reſerve every thing that I am a 
Stranger to, till their Return. I promiſe you that, ſaid 
Urania, riſing to accompany Celemena, and that if we 
4 G__ 
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are inſpired with any agreeable Thoughts, you ſhall be 
the Miſtreſs of them when we come back. At theſe 
Words Thelamont, followed by Orophanes, Arſarmmes and 
Alphonſo, with Urania, Felicia, Camilla and Celemeng, 
conducted Alcipte and Lifimond into the Gardens: Are- 
tile, Silwiana, Julia, Hertenſia, E raſmus and Melantis, 
Itud with Florizde, tho' that beautiful Lady wou'd fain 
have perſuaded them to have participated of the Plea- 
ſure of the Walk. 

T'uE Lovers of Silkviara and Areliſe were charmed with 
Crania's Retreat; that obliging Lady having ſhewed 
tem the Gardens, the Wilderneſs, and great number of 
tine Grots and Caſcades, carried them thro' all the A- 
partments ; but when they entered the Library, and ſaw 
the great Choice of learned and elegant Books, Alcippe 
cou'd not retain his Acclamations, and intreated Nania 
and Thelamont to permit him and Areliſe the Happineſs of 
repairing often thither, to the end they might inſtruct 
themſelves in what they were ignorant of, and call to 
m-mory that which they had already been acquainted with. 

Tus modeſt Demand was not unanſwered by the 
Owners of the Flace, who knowing perfectly well how 
to do Juſtice to Merit, teſtified to Alcippe, in the moſt - 
obliging Terms, the Pleaſure his Requeſt had given 
them: But not willing either he or Liſimond ſhould be 
too long deprived of the ſight of Aeliſe and Silviana, 
they 9 them to the Apartment of Flerinda, 
where they found by the Twilight, which nov took 
place of the Sun's Beams, they had ſomewhat abuſed 
the Permiſſion the had given them. 

Ev FER v one being ſeated as before: We are inchant- 
ed, ſaid Lifmond, with all that we have ſeen; and if it 
wou'd not be accounted an extravagant Wiſh, I wou'd 
pray for nothing with more Fervency, than that this 
delightſul Dwelling might remain to the end of time, 


7 


to ſerve as a perpetual Monument to the Glory of Ura- 
nia and 7helamont. 

Nornixs can be more obliging than what you ſay, 
replied Thelamont ; but we muſt not flatter ourſelves with 


a Fate different from others, nor that this Houſe will 


bo 
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te reſpeted by Time, above the magnificent Cities, 
which once gave Laws to the greateſt part of the Earth, 
and have now not the leaſt Foot-ſteps remaining. 

TAN Reflection gives me no little Pain, ſaid Julia; 
I want, methinks, to ſee in reality ſome Marks of 
thoſe Places, of which Hiſtory gives us ſo glorious an 
Idea. | 

You then wou'd have been extremely charmed, re- 
ſumed Thelamont, to be preſent at a Diſcovery made 
ſome Years ago, in the | of a Gentleman of Co- 
tantin near Valme; a Diſcovery which has occaſioned 
many fine Diſputes among learned Men, without any of 
them being able to make the thing perfectly plain. 
The Fact is this: 


COTANTIN is a length of Earth that extends itſelf 
to the Sea, in the Province of Normandy : In this Coun- 
try there are ſeveral little Towns, Boroughs and 2 
well peopled, and the Land carefully cultivated, produ- 
ces in great abundance all things neceſſary for the Sub- 
ſiſtance of the Inhabitants. A Gentleman of Valone was 
ſo extremely pleaſed with the Situation of the Place, 
that he employed workmen to build a Caſtle there : As 
they were digging pretty deep, in order to lay the Foun- 
dation, they found ſomething that reſiſted, and turned 
the Edges of their Spades; and after having ſcraped a- 
way the Earth, diſcovered a ſolid and regular Building, 
many Foot under Ground. The Gentleman being in- 
formed of it, commanded no Damage ſhou'd be done 
to the Building, and that they ſhou'd yon their 
Work in digging gradually all along the ſides of it, let 
the Extent be never ſo great. With an infinite deal of 
Labour and Expence, they at laſt diſcovered a Theatre, 
ſpacious enough to contain five or fix thouſand Perſo as 
to be placed commodiouſly. Every body was extreme- 
ly ſurprized at this Novelty ; the Governor, and the 
Intendant of the Province, came immediately to look 
upon it, and the Court no ſooner heard of it, than Or- 
ders were ſent to the 'Troops, and to the Peaſants of the 
Place, to work Night and Day, and lay the Earth all 
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open round about; imagining, that as there was a Thea. 
tre, there were alſo other Buildings no leſs worthy of 
the Search. 

Tus ConjeQure proved not fabulous; ſeveral very 
large and magnificent Baths were diſcovered, a Fort, or 
kind of Citadel, the Walls of which were fix foot thick, 
in ſome places twelve foot high, and in others eighteen 
or twenty ; many Porches and Gates half ruined ; and 
in fine, moſt certain Marks that this had been a very 
great and beautiful City. Theſe conſiderable Remains 
of Antiquity made ſome imagine, that this was the an- 
cient City of Alone, of which Ce/ar ſpeaks in his 
Commentaries, the Capital of the People who were 
called Venelly, or Unelly, the Name of Valone fo nearly 
reſembling that of Alonte; but there were no certain 
Proofs of it, neither does any Hiſtory inform us how 
that great City came to be deſtroyed, any more than by 
what accident, or in What Time this of Cotantin was 
{wallowed up. On ſeveral of the .Edifices, there were 
Inſcriptions in the Celtic Language, but fo defaced by 
Time, that it was impoſſible to find out in what Year 
they were erected, or under whoſe Government. 

'Fx1s Diſcovery is extremely curious, ſaid Ar/amnes, 
and well deſerves the Notice of ſpeculative Perſons ; as 
wou'd alſo the Revival of many other great Cities ; ſuch 
as the ancient Per/epolis, Babylon, Troy, Sparta, Athens, 
and the famous Carthage, of whoſe Situation we know 
no more than by Conjecture, nor of divers others which 
have been deſtroyed, either by War, Fire, or the ſha- 
king of the Earth. | 

I s x ov'D think it a little unjuſt, added Eraſmus, if 
the Work of Man ſhou'd laſt for ever, when Man him- 
ſelf does not. They live in the memory of others, re- 
plied Julia, and may be ſaid never to die, ſince Hiſtory 
and Tradition traſmit their Names and Actions from 
Generation to Generation. 

WuarT Julia lays, interrupted Urania, is beyond all 
contradiction; and methinks it is a great Conſolation, 
as well as an Excitement to Virtue, that thoſe who by 
their worthy Deeds merit an everlaſting Remembrance, 
are certain of being perpetuated in Hiſtory. 

WE 
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We have proved it ſo by our Quotations, ſaid Oro- 
planes; and I read yeſterday a little Paſſage, which 
deſerves to be ranked among the moſt noble of thoſe we 
have recited. Monſieur de Villeroy, Miniſter and Secre- 
tary of State, who died at Roan in his 77th Year, on 
the 12th of December 1627, was the Favourite of four 
of our Kings, whoſe greateſt Affairs, for the ſpace of 

Years, went intirely thro' his Hands, and were con- 
ducted by him in ſuch a Manner, as drew from the 
Mouth of Henry the Great theſe memorable Words ; 
The whole Buſineſs of the Kingdom, faid he, is that 
« of Monſieur de Villeroy; he is indefatigable, he la- 
bours inceſſantly, and never does any thing but well.“ 
And again, when this illuſtrious Miniſter fell ſick, and 
Henry teared he was paſt Recovery; I know not, ſaid 
he, which of the two Lives is moſt neceſſary to the 
Good of the State, that of mine, or that of Monſieur 
de Villeroy; whenever he dies there can be no Re- 


paration for his Loſs, becauſe his Knowledge is inſi- 


* nitely beyond what is to be found in all our Books.“ 
THESE are Praiſes, continued Orophanes, which render 
the Giver and Receiver equally immortal: A Miniſter 
ſuch as Villeroy, merited ſuch a Maſter as Henry to com- 
mend his Abilities; and a Monarch ſuch as Henry, deſerved 
iuch a Miniſter no leſs faithful and zealous than Villeroy. 
Ir is true, ſaid Era/mms, when Princes neither will 


command, nor be pleaſed with any thing but worthy | 


Actions, they will always find good Counſellors ; the 
Monarch's Example is the Bias of the Miniſter, as that 
of the Miniſter is the Rule by which the inferior Cour- 
tiers and Officers are ſwayed. Hiſtory, therefore, can- 
not too often repeat the Praiſes due to Men juſtly quali- 
tied for great Employments; it fires the Succeſſor with 
a generous Emulation to deſerve the ſame, and puts to 
ſhame any Emotions which might lead him to Actions 
that wou'd derogate from his Glory. 

Ir muſt be confeſſed, added Celemena, that Praiſe 
1s part of the Wages of Virtue, and a Prince can make 
his Juſtice appear no better a way, than by a punctual 


Payment of this Debt. But thoſe Favourites who ſerve 
not 
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not only thro* a Principle of Duty, but are alſo at- 
tached by a particular Friendſhip and 'Tenderneſs to 
their Royal Maſters, methinks, can never be too much 
extolled : The little Hiſtory you recounted yeſterday of 
Zopirus and the King of Perſia, touched me in the moſt 
ſenſible manner; and tho' the Severity of that Gene- 
ral's Deſtiny preſented him with an Oceaſion the molt 
dreadful that can be imagined, of manifeſting his Zeal ; 
yet there is ſomething ſo pleaſingly aftoniſhing in the 
Adventure, as intirely takes off all the Horror of it. 

WutRrEver Affection is joined to Duty, replied The- 
lamont, a Subject is capable of undertaking any thin 
for his Sovereign: This is a Rule which holds good in 
all Times, = among all Nations. I know another 
Example, which in its kind merits no leſs to be remem- 
bered with everlaſting Praiſe, than that of Zoprrvs. 


-K4MHI, the preſent Emperor of China, having 
been told, that Wine, when drank to exceſs, deprived 
People of their Reaſon, had a mind to make an Expe- 
riment of the Effects of this Liquor on himſelf: And in 
this Reſolution, made choice of a Mandarin, for whom 
he had a very great Friendſhip, to be Partaker with 
him in this Debauchery ; and having commanded the 
fineſt European Wines ſhou'd be brought into his Cham- 
ber, he had large Veſſels filled out, and bid his Favourite 
drink with him. The Mandarin, who knew not what 
effect it might produce both on the Emperor and him- 
ſelf, 3 to him, in the moſt reſpectſul Terms, 
the Hazard both his Glory and Health muſt undergo in 
making this Proof. But the Emperor continued obfti- 
nate in his Deſign, and the other had no remedy but 
Obedience : 'They drank ; the Favourite preſerved his 
Senſes, but the Emperor became fo intoxicated, that 
ke fell into a profound Sleep, from which nothing cou'd 
awake him for many Hours. 

Trex the Mandarin perceiving that the Emperor had 
taken an extreme Pleaſure in the Taſte of the Wine, 
and that it had not produced in him any ill Quality, 
ceaſed to diſſuade him from any farther uſe of it; and 


this gave Occaſion to many and dangerous Debauches, 
| : in 
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in which he was always a Party. But more ſerious 
Reflections afterwards taking place, he began again to 
remonſtrate the Danger of this pernicious — and 
as he was very learned, repeated many Inſtances of the 
Miſchiefs occaſioned by it. But the Emperor was deaf 
to all he alledged, and wou'd not be prevailed upon to 
go one Night to Bed, without having his Fill of the 
beloved Juice. 

Tre Mandarin beheld it with an extreme Grief, and 
finding all his Efforts for the reclaiming his Royal Maſ- 
ter, were in vain, had recourſe to a Stratagem, for the 
Prevention of what his Love for Kamhi made him ſear, 
wou'd one day prove a very great Misfortune. 

He went into the Chamber of the Eunuchs, and hav- 
ing told them, that the Emperor was intirely over- 
come with the Strength of the Wine he had drank, 
made them a long Detail of the many dreadtul Conſe- 
quences which had attended this Vice, and then repre- 
ſented how much more dangerous it was in a Prince, 
who had the Life and Death of thouſands in his pow- 
er, than in a private Man, whoſe Miſchiefs cou'd ex- 
tend but to a narrow compaſs : He brought, amon 
others, the Example of that famous Conqueror A/ex- 
ander, of whom their Annals make mention, who in 
his Wine committed the moſt barbarous Actions, ſet on 
fire the great City of Per/epolis, condemned many in- 
nocent Perſons to death, and flew his beſt Friend with 
his own Hand. He painted all theſe Diſorders in ſuch 
lively Colours, that none heard him without trembling ; 
and when he had brought them to the Point he deſired, 
Judge, continued he, if we have not every thing to 
tear from our Emperor, whoſe Temper being natu- 
rally violent, when enflamed with Wine, may be tranſ- 
ported to the moſt dreadful Acts, from which not thoſe 
he favours moſt will be, perhaps, exempted : To pre- 
vent therefore, added he, any of theſe terrible Acci- 
cents, 1 beg you will load me with the heavieſt Chains 
can be procured, and put me in Priſon, as under Sen- 
tence of Death by the Command of his Majeſty ; this 
done, leave me to manage the reſt, which I doubt not ſo 
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to do, as ſhall cure the Emperor for ever of this dange- 
rous Habitude. 

Tre Eunuchs, truly alarmed at the Picture which the 
Mandarin had given them of the Miſchiefs might hap- 

en thro' the Drunkenneſs of &Kambi, performed what 
he defired with all exactneſs. He was in the Priſon of 
the Palace when the Emperor awoke, who finding him- 
ſelf alone, called for the chief of the Eunuchs, and de- 
manding of him where the Mandarin was gone ; Alas ! 
replied = with all the Marks of the extremeſt Sadneſs 
in his Countenance, he remains in the Priſon to which 
your Majeſty has doom'd him, till the Sentence of bis 
Death ſhall be executed. 

THE Emperor was in a ſtrange Conſternation at this 
Diſcourſe : Ha! Prifon ! cried he; What Priſon ! 
What Death Then retreating, as it were within 
himſelf, for ſome Moments, he endeayoured to call 
back ſome Remembrance of this Adventure ; but not 
being able to comprehend any thing of it, he ordered 
the Mandarin ſhou'd be brought before him. He came 
and proſtrated himſelf at his Feet as a Criminal, who 
expects every inſtant the Concluſion of his Fate. Who 
has put thee into this State ? ſaid the Emperor : And 
wherefore are theſe Chains upon thy Legs and Arms ? 

I am wholly ignorant of the Cauſe, replied he, with 
a well diſſembled Terror; I know only that your Maje- 
ſty has commanded it, and I attended my Death when 
they took me out of Priſon, and brought me once more 
to behold the Light of the Sun, and the Eyes of my 
more adored Emperor. MKambi was now more aſto- 
niſhed than before; he again endeavoured to recollect 
himſelf, but not the leaſt notion occurring, either of 
the Mandarin's Fault, or the Puniſhment he had inflict- 
ed on him, he no longer doubted but that the Fumes 
of the Wine had obliterated every thing that had paſlſ- 
ed; and the Horror of having been capable of treating 
in that Manner, and without cauſe, a Man ſo dear to 
him, threw him into the utmoſt Confuſion. He made 
his Chains be immediately taken off, and having em- 
braced him, ſent him from his Preſence ; but tho' the 


Dignity 
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Dignity of his Majeſty wou'd not permit him to ac- 
knowledge what he believed was the Truth of this Af- 
fair, yet he reſolved to be guilty of the like Violence 
no more; and ever ſince, has avoided all Exceſs with 
the utmoſt Care. | 

Tuis Moderation is intirely owing to the Zeal of 
the Mandarin, who run the hazard of his Life, if his 
Stratagem had been diſcovered ; the Pride and Paſſion 
of the Emperor being ſuch, as wou'd never have ſuf- 
ſered him to have forgiven an Impoſition of this kind. 
I know not, therefore, if this Action may not be put 
pretty near upon a Parallel with that of Zopirus ; the 
one riſquing as much as did the other, and being inſpi- 
red with the ſame Zeal, tho' on a different Motive, and 
in a different Situation. 


Tris Paſſage pleaſes me infinitely, ſaid Camilla, 
becauſe it confirms the good Opinion I am inclined to 
have of the Chineſe : That Nation ſeems to have a pecu- 
liar Delicacy in all they think, and in all they undertake. 

I am perſuaded, interrupted Felicia, that the Chineſe 
merit this Prepoſſeſſion; but it muſt be confeſſed, that 
the farther off we are from any thing, either in time or 
place, the more we are liable to admire : As we know 
them no other ways than by the Recitals given of them, 
thoſe Recitals fill us with Ideas of them, which, per- 
haps, we ſhou'd intirely loſe, on a nearer Acquaintance 
with them. The belief we give to Hiſtory, imprints 
in our Minds ſuch amiable and puiſſant Images of the 
great Men of Antiquity, that if any one ſhou'd adviſe 
us to moderate our Admiration of the Roman Grandeur, 
or the Heroes of Greece, I really imagine, we cou'd not 
avoid treating them in the ſame manner, as if they at- 
tempted to derogate from our own Glory. 

.NoTuinG is more certain, added Hertenſia, and 
we may eaſily prove it to ourſelves, by this Remark ; 
That if we find an Author gives a fimple or ordinary 
Character of thoſe Perſons we have a high Idea of, we 
cannot read it with patience ; and tho' the Poem has 
a thouſand Graces in it, we look over it wichout _ 

ure 


— — 2 


r. SHADE a _ * * 2 

348 2 : OI I —— - —— 
- " a — * < & 

DD "oi Ear os ooo —— — — —— — — A . = — - — 1 — L. 


_— — 


— — 


r . ͤ ATT; as pra, — w — — <> * 
5 — —— —— * 24 2 7” FI 


> OO 


- 
A 4 ing 


— 
I ——«˖ͤ KPUn. — 


208 J 
ſure, if we do not find it ſpeaks of an Alexander, a Ce- 
Jar, an Auguſtus, a Lewis XIV. a Charles of Sw mk, or 
any other ſuch great and wonderful Men, according to 
the Opinion we have imbibed of them. 

I Fixp this Obſervation very juſt, ſaid S:/viara with 
the moſt agreeable Smile; and I aſſure you, I ſhou'd 
have a kind of Deteſtation to a Painter, who ſhou'd re- 
1 the magnificent Cities of Antiquity as ſo many 
ittle Villages, or ſhou'd diminiſh the leaſt thing of that 
famous Carthage, of which we ipoke a while ago, and 
of v. hach I have erected in my mind the moſt noble 
and beautiful Idea. 

All the Company fell a laughing at the manner in 
which S:{kiana defended this Argument; after which 
repl:ed Thelament, If the Painter, {aid he, ſhou'd preſent 
you with 3 as it was in its beginning, he wou'd 
not be guilty of a Crime in not ſhewing it with that 
Magnificence it afterwards acquired. This City was 
originally founded by Dido, the Widow of Sicheius, and 
called Bir/a; but when it augmented in Riches and 
Power, the Name was changed to that of Carthage. 
Dernis of Haltcarnajjus has re! marked, that it was built 
38 Years before the firſt Ol mnpiad, 70 Years before the 
Foundation of Rome, and 370 Years after the Deſtruction 
of Troy. 

I am always difcovering my Ignorance, interrupted 
Camilla; but ſince it is w ith a deſire of being inſtruct- 
ed, I am not in the leaſt aſhamed of it, nor ſear the 
Cenſure of this learned Socicty, when I aſk what was 
the Origin of the O/zmpiads, aud how many Years do 
they include. 

Ir is eaſy to — Js an that Particular, my dear 
Camilla, replied 4phinſs : Olympia was a City of Pelo- 
pornefet: „in which they bs xr every five Years cer- 
tain Games and Combates, where, for the moiſt part, 
the Greeks carried away the Prize. Theſe Games were 
called Olympic, after the Name cf the City, and under 
the Reign of Feathas, Son of Ozas King of Fudea, 
Yphites, ſovereign Maſter of the City of Elec, inſſituted 
the firſt Olympiad, as a certain Epoch for the Calculation 
of Time, the Olympic Games being celebrated my 

ve 


[ 209 | 


ve Years, they cou'd not be deceived; who reckoned 


from 5 to 10, and fo on. This ſame Y/4:es alſo made 
a Decree, by which it was ordained, the Greeks ſhou'd 
meaſure their Time no other way; and it was then, 
that they put a new face on their Political Affairs, and 
began to write their Hiſtory ; all that was recited be- 
ſore the firſt O/y-mpiad being fabulous, or at leaſt too ob- 
ſcure to be depended upon. 

Tu Romans, added IHelamont, who have been exact 
Imitators of the Greets in every thing they found excel- 
lent or particular in their Laws and Cuſtoms, inſtitut- 
ing the Luſtrum, which was the fame Term of Time 
that the Olympiads were, 130 Years aſter the Death of 
Lycurous the Legiſlator, 7 heopomprs, King of Lacede- 
monia, created five Officers called Zphores, to whom he 
gave part of the ſovereign Power; and in imitation of 
this, the Romans created their Tribunes, and gave them 
the like Authority. 

I canxoT without Aſtoniſhment, ſaid Cælemena, remem- 
ber the Ruin of that famous Kepublic, ſo well eſtabliſhed, 
ſo wiſely governed, and fo full of the greateſt Men. 

Ir is true, replied Thelamont, that nothing can be 
more ſurprizing than the Accidents which brought on 
that Deſtruction. However, when one examines every 
thing with care, one ſhall find it was impoſſible it ſhou'd 
be otherwiſe ; Ambition, Envy, and Jealouſy, havin 
corrupted the Minds of thoſe, by whom alone it — 
be ſupported. DMithridates, King of Pontus, having 
gained many Battles over Ariobarganes, King of Cappa- 
docia, and Nicomedes, King of Bithynia, both of whom 
were Friends and Allies of the Remars ; and having 
driven them from their Kingdoms, theſe generous Peo- 
ple declared War againit the Conqueror, and gave the 
Command of the Legions to Lucius Sy/la. 

CAIUS MARIUS, one of the moſt experienced 
Chiefs, and who had been already fix times Conſul, and 
as often triumphed for the Succefs of his Arms, jezlous 
of the Preference which the Senate and the People had 
1 to Syla, who had been Lieutenant under him, 


ormed a very powerſul Party, by the Affiſtance of 
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Sudhilias, one of the Tribunes. S preceiving their In- 
tent was to deprive him, if poſſi: ble, of his new Honour, 
ailembled all his Friends in oppotition to thoſe of Marius ; 
and the Number of the latter was {o ſuperior to the other, 
that they were intirely put to ſilence; and Marius being 
baniſhed Roe, took reiuge in Africa. 

S1LL4, having tus overcome his Enemy at home, 
went into Aſia with a very ſormidable Army, where he 
fought Mithridates, obtained a com) leat * ri, and 
ſubjugated all Cappadocia and Hiihinia to the Reman 
Poser. But while he was thus employed for that Glory 
of his Country, new Debates were raifed in Rome; the 
Conſul Lucius Cinna was the Friend of Marius, and ma- 
naged the People in ſuch a manner, that they conſented 
to the recalling him from Ban! ſhment : He returned, 
and entered Rome at the head of an Army : He cut off 
the Head of Enens Odlawius, and of 3 Antonius, 
the Orator, and many others of Sy//a's Party, and the 
ſeventh time enjoyed the Conſulthip. S/la was no 
ſooner informed of this ſtrange Revolution, than he left 
Afia, and arrived in {ely, with his victorious Army; 
which, fluſhed with their late Conqueſt, and almoſt 
adoring their General, encountered the Troops of Ma- 
rius, defeated them, md dncred Rome, which was half 
depopulated with theſe civil Broils : Nor did this mag- 
nificent City alone fee] the Effects of the Jealouſy of her 
ambitious Rulers, all ltaly ſuffered in ſome meaſure, and 
Deſolation triumphed in many of thoſe pompous Palaces, 
where Joy and Grandeur had fo lately reigned. 

ArTER the firſt Fury of the War was over, and 
Sylla re-eſtabliſhed, they began to examine into the 
Depth of Marius's Conſpiracy, and all that were de- 
feated, or even under ſtrong Saipicions of being of his 
F action, were obliged to ſubmit to either Death or Ba- 
niſnment: Marius himſelf periſhed miſerably ; there 
were no leſs than two thouſand Senators and Roman 
Knights exterminated, and an infinite Number of Citi- 
zens proſcribed. 

Is fine, Sy//a was made Dictator, tho' that Dignity 
had been extinct ſor the ſpace of one hundred Years, 
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and never appeared in public without twenty-four Mace- 
bearers to march before him. Then it was, that the 
whole Earth trembled at his Power ; nothing any longer 
dared to oppoſe itſelf to his Will: And every thing be- 
ing in a profound Calm, he ſet himſelf to the reforming 
of the old Laws, and made ſeveral good ones, for the 
vie of the public. He was grateful to exceſs, to all 
who had eſpouſed his Quarrel ; he gave the Surname of 
Great to Cneirns Pompeius, the Son of Strats, in recom- 
pence for the Loſſes thoſe of his Family had ſuſtained 
in ſupporting his Intereſts. The greateſt part of the 
Patricians, who were of. his Faction, had the moſt con- 
ſiderable Employments and Poits in the Republic given 
them, where, generally ſpeaking, they behaved like 
Tyrants, robbing the Provinces they were ſet over, and 
appropriating the Spoils to their own Uſe, and in every 
thing acting above all Laws but that of their own Will; 
and all this with Impunity, the Dictator having his 
own Reaſons to liſten to no Complaint againſt them. 
Neither was the Poſſeſſion of immenſe Treaſures, the 
Plunder of half a ruined World, ſufficient to content 
theſe haughty Lords ; the abſolute Sway they had over 
the common People, without any Power above them, ta 
whom they ſhou'd give account of their Actions, made 
them commit all manner of Injuſtices. Sylla was not igno- 
rant of theſe Diſorders, and feared, with reaſon, that if 
ſome Care were not taken to prevent the Continuance of 
them, it mult turn to the utter Ruin of the Republic: He, 
therefore, ſpoke both in public and private to the Au- 
thors ; but perceiving they little regarded his Admonitions, 
and not daring to make uſe of any Violence to chaſtiſe 
their Exceſſes, he choſe to reſign the Dictatorſhip, and 
paſs the reſt of his Days as a private Man. 

THz Populace, who know the Actions of thoſe a- 
bove them but ſuperficially, look'd on this Reſignation 
of Sylla's as the greateſt and moſt extraordinary Act of 
Moderation that ever had been known; when, in reali- 
ty, it was occaſioned only by his Fear, that the Diſor- 
ders which his Creatures committed every day, without 
any Puniſhment being given them, wou'd at laſt raiie up 
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the Spirit of the People again} him, and compel 
him to lay down an Avthority which he owed to them, 
and held but by their Suftrage. 

Tavs this Man of Blood, who had ſacriſced ſo ma- 
ny Lives, to acquire his Power, permitted ſo much 
Cruelty and Injuſtice for the Sup] port of it, and had 
heen the greateſt part of his Life in War and Tumult, 
died in Peace, in the middle of his own Lands, and re- 
gretted by the People of Rome, v ho celebrated his Fu- 
neral with all imaginable Pomp ; every one contribut- 
ing to the Honours paid him; and the number who aſ— 
ſiſted at laying him in the Earth, was incredible. 

Tre Remains of Martus's E 3 ho had eſcaped 
tie Cruelty of Sy//a, and retired to Spain, in the Army 
of Sertorius, continued the civil War till the Death of 
that General, who fell by the hands of his own People, 
by the Conſpiracy of Pe ftenma; but ſome time after, 
this Traitor periſſed himſelf, and all Spain ſubmitted to 
the Romans, But the Troubles of this Republic were 
not yet at an end, and toon after, ſome of the greateſt 
Families ſerved in the T: o0ps of the Gladiator Sparta- 
cus, Who involved all Italy in Coniufion, and was at laſt 
deſtroyed by the Courage of Marcus Craſſs. 

PUBLIUS SERVILIUS made War againſt the 
Pirates of Siliſa, took the Fortreſs of Jſauria, which 
was their principal Retreat; and, in fine, ſubjugated 
both Si and Hauria, and obliged them to entreat 
peace: But on occaſion of a new Rev olt, the great 
Porpcy was ſent with 2 powerful Sea Force, who at- 
tacked them ſo vigorouſly „that in forty Days they were 
all deſtroyed. 

THe Romans began now to be again incommoded by 
their ancient Enemy 1Mi:hridotes, who being a little re- 
covered from thoſe Loſſes he had ſuſtained by the Arms 
of Syl/a, entered into Cappadocia and Bitbynia, at the 
head of a very formidable Army. Lucius Lucullus was 
ſent againſt him. They fough: ſeveral Battles, in all 
which Mithridates had the work ; - and the laſt deciſive 
one obliged him to fly for the Safety of his Perſon, a- 
mnog the Mountains of Pontus. His Country was po 
dere 
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dered, and the Remans returned loaded with immenſe 
Riches. 

DUINTUS METELLUS having attacked the Cre- 
tans, aſter ſeveral Combats gained the Victory; all their 
Cities and Towns were pillaged, or ſacked, and the 
whole Country converted to a Roman Province. 

MIT HRIiDATES now entered a third time into 
Italy, with greater Forces than ever: Pompey marched 
againſt him with all the Flower of the Reman Cavalry, 
and gained over him Victories on Victories; he con- 
quered all Phenicia, converted the whole Kingdom of 
Pontus into a Province of Reme; and then pailed into 
Juda, where, in return of ſome Affronts given by Ari- 
fobulus, King of the Jews, he attacked and took FJeru- 
alem by force, made the Walls be beaten down, and 
opened the way to the moſt ſacred Receſſes of the Tem- 
ple, into which he went, but {olloved only by a few 
Perſons, the Chiefs of his Army, and obliged the High 
Prieſt to explain to him the Faith of the eas: But 
joining Piety to his Valour, he ſuffered no Prophana- 
tion to be done to that holy Place, nor any of the con- 
ſecrated Veſſels to be taken out of it; contentinf him- 
ſelf with rendering Juda tributary, and to carry Ari- 
ftobulus a Captive to Rome, in order to grace his Triumph. 

Tu Spoils of theſe great Provinces conſiſted of 
vaſt Treaſures ; all which were carried to Rome, where 
things now began to take a new and better face than 
they had worn of a long time: But it laſted but a ſmall 
ſpace of time; that Spirit of Diſſenſion, which before 
had been ſo fatal to them, now revived again: Ambi- 
tious Projects and factious Cabals were carried on among 
the great ones; the Increaſe of their Wealth ſerved 
only to afford them ſtron er means of Oppoſition. The 
Luxury of Aſia had alto contributed to corrupt their 
Morals ; and tho' every one was jealous of his Neigh- 
- bour's Glory, few there were that took any care to pre- 
{erve their own; and the Roman Name, once fo fa- 
mous for Wiſdom, Moderation and Virtue, was now de- 
hled with the moſt criminal and ungovernable —_ ; 
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the Treaſures of the conquered Nations ſeemed given 
them for a Curſe rather than a Bleſling; and had they 
been leſs victorious, they had doubtleis been more happy, 
becauſe more good. 

IT was their private Debaucheries, their own Pride, 
and Envy of each other, that gave riſe to the Conſpi— 
racy of Lucius Catiline the Senator : This great Man 
having the Art to draw into his Party, the Pretor Len- 
tulus Cethegus, with ſeveral other Senators, and {ome of 
the Prime of the Nobility ; the Fall of Rome ſeemed 
the more certain, as the Plot had been a long time con- 
trived by thoſe who had, as one may ſay, the very 
Heart of the Republic in their Hands. But the Pene- 
tration and Vigilance of Marcus Tullius Cicero diſcovered 
it, and made the Pretor Lentulus Cethegus, and the other 
principal Conſpirators, be ſeized ; who were no ſooner 
examined, thin they confeſſed the whole Ground-work 
of the Deſi: gn, and how it was intended to be carried 
on; theſe had a Pumiſtinent ſuitable to their Crime. 
But Cicero perceiving, by the Liſt they gave him of the 
Names of their Accomplices, that ſome of the greateſt 
and moſt power.ul Families in Rome were engaged in it, 
judged it improper to puſh the Affair any farther; and 
having injoined ſilence to all that were acquainted with 
it, ſent the Conſul Antonius againſt Catiline, who had 
eſcaped into Tiſcam, and had there raiſed Forces. with 
which he threatned None. Antonius gave him battle, 
and Catiline was vanquiſhed, killed, and his Army in- 
tirely defeated. 

Ir was on this Occaſion, that Cato, Tribune of the 
People, honoured Cicero with the glorious Title of Fa- 
ther of his Country. This memorable Epoch was in 
the Year 690 from the Foundation of Rome. The 
Friends of the Conſpirators had ſo great a hatred for 
Cicero, that, three Years after, Publius Claudius, one of 
the Tribunes, cauſed him to be baniſhed; and tho' he 
was recalled by the People in about ſix Months, with 
all the Honours they cou'd poſhbly pay him, yet he was 

ot Iz 5 the Object of Deteſtation, by ſome very great 
I Men, 
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Men, who were at that time forming new Plots for the 
Deſtruction of the Republic. ; 

FULIUS CESAR having married his Daughter Julia 
to the great Pompey, there was the moſt ſtrict Amity 
between theſe two Heroes, that cou'd poſſibly be form- 
ed, and indeed enough to become the Grave of Re- 


publican Liberty; for Ceſar being alſo allied to Marcus 


Crajjus, ſurnamed the Rich, brought him alſo into a 
League with Pompey ; and theſe three contrived ſuch 
Meaiures, as put into their Diſpoſal all the Affairs of 
the State. In effect, they ſhared the whole Empire 
among them; Ce/ar for five Years together, had the 
Government of the two Gauls, the Ciſalpine, 'and the 
Narbonneje ; that of Spain was the Portion of Peorpey for 
the ſame time ; and Cu had the Commiſſion of the 
War againſt the Partbians. 

CESAR did ſuch great things i in Gaul, that they ſub- 
mitted intirely to him, and deſtroyed the Army of 
Aricwiſtus, to whom they had given the Name of the 
Scourge : As for Crofjus, who was much leſs moderate and 
pious than Pompey, he ſacked Fern/alem, damaged the 
Temple, and carried away all the holy Veſſels; but this 
Sacrilege went not unpuniſhed, he loſt the next Battle 
he fought with the Parthians, his Son was killed, and 
himſelt periſhed, by the Infidelity of that barbarous 
People. In regard to Pompey, he was clected Conſul, 
without any Colleague, a thing which never happened 
before ; with this Dionity, they conferred that of Dic- 
tator. The Government of Cr was prolonged for five 
Years more, in which time he pacißed the Garz/s, ſub- 
jugated the Germans, the Swedes, and the Enzliſp. In 
this manner, always attended with Victory and Glorv, 
did theſe two great Men rule the Empire, while a good 
Intelligence continued between themſelves. 

Bur the Death of Julia, Daughter of Cœqar, and 
Wife to Pompey, broke in ſunder the Bonds of this 
beneficial Amity; and the Object ſo dear to both, by 
all the Principles of Love and Nature, being removed, 
Ambition, Envy, and Jealouſy iucceeded : Both being 


deſirous of Command, and neither willing to recede, 
Ani- 
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Animoſities and private Grudgings, made way for thoſe 
future Violences which hereatter broke forth ſo fatally 
for the Common-weal. Pompey having periuaded the 
Reman People, that the Power of Cz/ar was prejudicial 
to the Republic, he procured by his Contrivances a De- 
cree, by which Cr was commanded to diſband his 
Army within a time prefixed. To this Ce/ar refuſed 

Obedience, and the Conſuls, by virtue of that Decree, 
raiſed Forces in order to oblige him to it. 

CESAR perceiving what they were about, quitted 
the Cauls, and marched into Italy, where he did much 
Miſchief to the Provinces ; all thoſe Perſons whom they 
ſuſpected to be of his Party, were conſtrained to leave 
their Dwellings, and go to join Pompey : But C2/ar, in- 
formed that the Hearts of the greateſt Number were on 
his Side, marched directly to Reme, where he entered in 
a triumphant Manner, without any Oppoſition, cauſed 
himſcif to be proclaimed Dictator, converted the public 
Treaſures to his own Uſe, compelled Pompey, by the 
Force of his Arnis, to abandon Ita, and to retire into 
Greece, where the ſamous Battle of Phar/a/za decided 
the Fate of the Republic, in the Year goo from the 
Foundation of Nome. | 

POMPEY depending on the Friendſhip of Pto/emy, 
took refuge in Egypt, where that ungrateiul Monarch 
cauſed him to be aſſaſſinated. Cœar went there, and 
was in equal Danger, by the Treaſon of the ſame Pro- 
lemy; from which he ſaved himſelf, but by ſetting fire 
to his Fleet, and it was the Flames of the burning Veſ- 
ſels which conſumed that molt celebrated Library of 
Alexandria, founded by Ptolemy Philadelphus, and aug- 
mented with ſuch Care by 1:is Succeſſors; a Loſs irrepa- 
rable to the Republic of Letters, 

Tus Fortune of Cœſar preſerved him from this 
Danger; Potelmy periſhed, and all Egypt ſubmitted to 
the Roman Power ; after which Ce/ar ſet Cleopatra on 
the Throne of her Anceitors ; and knowing that du- 
ring the civil Wars, Pharnaces, Son of Mithridates, had 
taken an Opportunity to attack the Roman Provinces, 
he marched againſt him with ſo much Diligence and 
Speed, that Pharnaces felt the Weight of his Arms 

| be- 
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before he nga of his Approach : From thence he 


poured like a Torrent into Africa, and was victorious 
over Juba, King of Mauritania, who, by giving refuge 
to the Remains of Pompey's Party, had prolonged the 
civil War. 

SCIP1O and Cato were at the head of theſe Troops, 
but they were ever defeated ; and Cęſar put to death 
Afranius, and ſeveral other Senators, whom he ſuſpected 
to have given encouragement to the Enemies. Cato, 
who had retired into a City of Urca, fearing to fall liv- 
ing into the hands of Cæſar, and ſcorning to be under 
any Obligation to a perſon he looked upon as the De- 
ſiroyer of the Liberty of his Country, prevented it, by 
plunging a Dagger in his own Boſom. After his Death, 
Ceſar returned to Rome, where he ordered four Tri- 
umphs to be prepared for him; one for the Gauls, one 
for Egypt, one for Pontus, and one for Africa. He was 
informed, that Cnezus and Sextus Pompeius, Sons of the 
great Pompey, were in Spain with a conſiderable Army; 
on which he ew thither, and again triumphed over theſe 
illuſtrious, but unfortunate young Men. Creizs loſt his 
Life, and Sextus fled ; and this intirely put an end, at once, 
to the civil War, and the Liberty of the Roman People ; 
nothing now in the Republic preſerving its former face. 

CESAR, on his return to Rome, was honoured with 
the new Title of perpetual Dictator; after which, he 
made many Laws, and extended the Circumference of 
the City ; but the extreme Flattery of the Senate, who 
exalted him to Dignity, gave him a Throne, a Temple, 
and a Prieſt, and altered the Name of the fifth Month 
from Quintilis to that of Julius, made him imagine him- 
ſelf ſo much above all Mankind beſides, that he deci- 
ded all the Affairs of the Empire, without any other 
Counſel than that of his own Will, affecting in every 
thing the behaviour of Royalty. 

Iuis Arrogance gave Occaſion to a Conſpiracy, by ſo 
much the more dangerous, as it was formed by Perſons, 
who had been among the number of his bett Friends, 
and wuo were ſtill held as ſuch even by himſelf : They 
were not indeed Enemies to him, but to his Vices; and 
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eld, he demanded the Cerſulate. The Senate urged, it 
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as they were now grown incorrigible, and alſo conta- 
gious, there was no way to ſave the whole Community, 
but by cutting off this corrupted Member. 

Id the filth Year of his Dictatorſhip, a Day was 
appointed for all the Senate to aſſemble in the Theatre 
of Pompey. Ceſar, who always made them expect him 
a long time, came not till they were all fat down. At 
His Entrance, they all roſe up to do him honour, and 
the principal of the Conſpirators crouding neareſt to 
him, as moſt officious to teitify their Zeal, took the ad- 
vantage of that Moment, and aſſaſſinated him in full 
Senate, and the face of Day : He fell, disfigured with 
thirty-ſix Wounds, among which, thoſe given by Brutus 
end C2ffius were the deepeſt. 

A L1TTLE time before this Misfortune happened, ha- 
ving no Children of his own living, he adopted, and 
made his Heir, the young Caius Octavius, his Siſter's 
Son. The Conſul Marcus Antonius, who performed thy 
Honours of his Funeral Obſequies, mounted the Rerum, 
and after a very elegant Oration, diſplayed his bloody 
Robe, which animated the People in ſuch a manner, 
againſt the Conſpirators, that they vowed to revenge the 
Death of Ceſar on their Heads, and thoſe of their Poſ- 
terity. With this aſſiſtance, Marcus Antonius ſeized Ciſ- 
alpine, and beſieged the Pretor Decimss Brutus. He 
was then, by the Perſuaſions of Cicero, declared a Trai- 
tor to his Country; and the Conſuls Hircius and Panſa 
were ſent againſt him with a conſiderable Army. The 

oung Caius Octawius followed them with another: The 
Conſuls joined Antonius near a City then called Mutinus, 
ut now AZedena, and gave him Battle. The two Con- 
ſuls loſt their Lives, but their Army was victorious. Oc- 
tacius joined them with his Forces. Marcus Antonius 
was totally deſeated; and having loſt all his Cavalry, 
eſcaped v.ith them to Marcus Lepidus, who commanded 
a creat Army beyond the Achs. 
OCTAVIUS wou'd not give himſelf the trouble of 
urſuing them, but marched, with his three Armies, 
dire&ly to Rome, where, tho' he was but twenty Years 
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was againſt their Laws, and the People oppoſed it by all 
the means in their power: But Liberty was now no 
more; a Roman Citizen, once equal with a King, was 
now little better than a Slave ; as the Body of a Com- 
munity will ever be, while armed Thouſands are kept 
in Pay to enforce Obedience. Octavius pleaded but in 
vain, he therefore threatened, Rome trembled, and what 
his Services had not yet made him worthy of obtaining, was 
yielded to the Terror of his Legions, A ſufficient Warn- 
ing to all free Countries to beware of ſtanding Armies. 

MARCUS ANTONIUS and Lepidus having been 
declared Enemies to the People of Rome, the new Con- 
ful Ofawius was ſent againſt them, with all the Forces 
of the Empire ; but remembering with how much Re- 
luctance he obtained his Dignity, and not doubting but 
the People wanting nothing more than a favourable Op- 
portunity of regaming their ancient Rights and Free- 
dom, inſtead of combating, he joined Intereſts with 
Lepidus and Antonius, and entered into a League with 
them, for laying freſh Burthens on the Commonalty of 
Rome, and for revenging the Death of Cz/ar on all his 
Enemies. This was that famous Triumwirate which loſt 
the State ſo much Blood. Cicero, abandoned by O#a- 
vius, to the Reſentment of Artonius, was aſſaſſinated by 
his own Servants, who after cutting off his Head and 
his Hands, put them, by the Order of Avtoxius, upon 
the Buttreſſes of the Gallery, where the Tribunes made 
their publick Harangues. 'The People beheld, with Hor- 
ror, the Remains of this great Man, ignominiouſly ex- 
poſed in the ſame Place in which his Eloquence had 
been ſo much admired, and where he had a thouſand 
times been called the Father of his Country: But Com- 
plainings in ſecret were now all the Reliet was left them, 
and they durſt ſcarce be ſeen to mourn his or their own 
Misfortunes. 

AFTER the Triumwvirate had fully ſatiated their Re- 
venge, and made themſelves Maſters of the Senate and 
the People, they parted the Empire between them, in 
this manner: The Levant, and all Greece, fell to Mar- 


cus Antonius, Africa to Lepidus, and the Weſt to Caius 
* Odtawu ius; 
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Octavius; they left Sicily to Sextus Pompey, who had a 
very puiſſant Force by Sea; and as Ofawins had been 


adopted by Cefar, he conformed himſelf to the Law 


Curialis ; and took upon him the Name of Julius Ce/ar 
Octawius, according to the Reman Cuſtom. 

He afterwards ſummoned all the other Perſons con- 
cerned in the Aſlaſſination of his Uncle 7u/zws. Ce/ar, 
and obtained a Sentence of Death ſhou'd be paſſed on 
them. From the beginning of theſe laſt civil Wars, 
Odtavius and Lepidus had declared themſelves Revengers 
of the Murder of Ce/ar ; and knowing that Marcus Bru- 
tas and Caius Caſſius were in Thefjaly, with the remain- 
der of thoſe Romans who had ſtill enough of public 
Spirit in them, to chuſe rather to live free in Baniſh- 
ment, than to be Slaves at home, they marched againſt 
them with conſiderable Forces, and gave them Battle in 
the Philippic Fields, near the City of Philippi. Brutus 
and Caſſius were defeated, and both died by their own 
Weapons, to avoid falling into the hands of their Ene- 
mies ; and with them died the laſt hopes of the Re- 


public. 


- Ta1s Victory obtained, Ofewins began to think of 
Sextus Pompey, who had yet remaining a conſiderable 
Party in the Senate, and among the People. A great 
Armament was raiſed, both by Sea and Land ; and the 
Command given to Marcas Agrippa, who deſcated Sex- 
eus, firſt in a naval Fight, and afterwards by Land; then 
itt fire to his Fleet, burned all his Veſſels, and forced 
him to fly into Africa, where he died, after having 
languiſhed a long time. This Victory, and the Con- 
Guelt of, Siciſy, gave Occaſion to a Miſunderſtanding be- 
tween the 7 rimmurate. 

LEPIDUS, who pretended a Right to Sicily, and 
tad twenty Legicns under his Command, openly de- 
clared he wou'd diſpute it by force of Arms; but 
Ocavius, Who had an equal number of Men continually 
in Arnis, had nothing to fear from his Menaces : How- 
ever, thinking it beit to proceed by Policy, he em- 
rloyed Emiſlaries, who, partly by Perſuaſions, and part- 
ly Ly Bribes, won over the Chiefs of Leprdus's _—_— ; 
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by whom ſeeing himſelf forſaken, he was onfrained 
to ſubſcribe to all O4awizs wou'd have him. 
WHiLE his Heart was elevated with this Succeſs, 


he entertained Deſigns to humble Marcus Antonius, whole * 


Power was an Impediment to that univerſal Sway he 
now began to be ambitious of. His Amour with C/-0- 
patra ſeemed favourable to his Projects; he cauſed a 
Report to be ſpread, that Antonus had formed a Con- 
{piracy with the Princes of the Eaſt, to bring a War into 
Rome, to deſtroy entirely the Authority of the Senate, 
abolith the Laws, convert it into an abſolute Monarchy, 
and ſet a ſtrange Queen to reign over the Raman People. 

Tu Conduct of Antonius gave but too much room for 
belief to ſuch diſcourſes; for tho' he was not ignorant 
of the ambitious Views of Octauius, and had a Power 
ſufficient enough to have quelled them ; yet his Love 
tranſported him beyond all other Conſiderations, and he 
even provoked the Romans fo far, as to put away his 
Wife O#awia, the Siſter of Ofewins, and eſpouſed that 
Cleopatra ſo fatal to his Glory, his Intereſt, and, at laſt, 
ta his Life. There needed no better a Pretence for Oc- 
taviss to declare him an Enemy to the Country; great 
Forces were raiſed on both fides, and, in a ſhort time, 
the Grecian and Macedonian Seas were covered with 
Ships of War, and the Countries all round about full of 
the moſt formidable Armies of the Earth. They came 
to a Battle, where Octavius being victorious, purſued 
Antonius into Haypt, and that unhappy Emperor Per- 
cciving bimſelf deſerted by thoſe he moſt confided in, 
put an end to his Life with his own hands ; and the 
beautiful Cauſe of his undoing, the too charming Cleo- 
fatra, to avoid the ſhame of attending the Triumph of 
the Conqueror, ſtuug herſelf to death with the Venom 
of an Aipic. 

Tuvs the whole Au ho-ity devolved on Ofawirs Ce- 
far, who now no longer having any Oppoſers to the 
Scheme he had long fince projected, converted the Re- 
public into an abſolute Monarchy. And thus the Divt- 


hon, begun by Marius and Slla, drew, by degrees. 


the Romans under the Yoke of one arbitrary Ruler, 
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and loſt, ſor ever, that Liberty of which they had in 
former Times been ſo ſcrupulouſly jealous. 

Tris, ſaid Silwiana, is a molt ſatisfaftory Abridgement 
of the Reman Hiſtory, and one cannot too much admire 
the Memory and Exactneſs with which The/amont has run 
through ſuch a Courſeof different and ſurpriſing Accidents, 

THE manner, added Hortenfia, in which thoſe won- 
derful Revolutions have been delivered to us, fo as to 
make us comprehend, in a few Minutes, the prodigious 
Events of a great number of Years, wou'd be indeed 
aſtoniſhing, had the Relation not proceeded from the 


mouth of a Perſon ſo accuſtomed to pleaſe, that nothing 


he does can be amazingy unleſs he cou'd become, which 
is impoſſible, dull and uninſtructive. | 
OROPHANES, who perceived his Friend was be- 
Linning to be uneaſy at the Compliments they made 
him, put a ſtop to any farther Speech, by ſaying : 'The 
Fall of the Roman Republic was neceſſary to ſhew the 


World the great Qualities of O&awius Ceſar ; and I 


think Poſterity wou'd have had a great Loſs, if he had 
not been Emperor. After he had extinguiſhed all the 
Factions in Rome, vanquiſhed all his Enemies at home 
and abroad, turned Epypt into a Province; added, by 
his Victories, many Countries to the Empire; given 
Peace to the whole World, both by Land and Sea, and 
ſhut vp the Temple of Jauss; then did his Wiſdom K 
pear in the higheſt degree ! He ſet himſelf to the Study 
of the Laws, reformed what he ſound amiſs, and made 
{ſeveral new and very excellent ones; ſhewed the com- 
mon People, that he knew how to command with Mild- 
neſs, when they were ready to obey with Chearfulneſs. 


He took the ſame care of the adminiſtration of public 


Juſtice, that the meaneſt perſon had an cqual Advantage 
with the greateſt, and, by his prudent Behaviour in 
every thing, gained an univerſal Love and Applauſe : 
He was dear to his People, and formidable to foreign 
Nations: His Reputation reached even to the Extremi- 
ties of the Indies; the King of thoſe vaſt Regions ſent 
Ambaſſadors to intreat an Alliance with him, and the 


Seythians made him the Arbitrator of their E 
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His great Virtues obliged the Senate to honour him wich 
the Title of Auguſtus; and the fixth Month which was 
called Sextilis, was, in compliment of him, ever after 
named Auguſtus. | 

HE fo well maintained the Dignity of thoſe illuſtrious 
Titles and Honours conferred on him, that never Mo- 
narch had leſs of Envy, or more of Admiration. He 


conſiderably enlarged the City of Rome; and as the 


Buildings were moſtly Earth and Brick, he now raiſed. 
magnificent Edifices of Marble, of Jaſper and Porphiry, 
and conducted Waters thro' Aqueducts, from great 
diſtances to the very centre of the City. 

Bur as Thelamont obſerved, nothing contributed 
more to his Glory, than his exact Obſervance of the 
Laws and imparaal Juſtice ; his admirable Skill in Poli- 
tics alſo merits the extremeſt Praiſe. During his Reign, 
the Cities and Provinces enjoyed a perfect Peace; but 
tho' he had ſo well the Art to know and to oblige all 
Diſpoſitions, yet was he not ſelt-ſufficient enough to de- 
pend on any thing, or in other Words, to leave any 
thing to Chance : He thought the ſureſt way to keep 
Peace, was to deter from War; and therefore had cer- 
tain Legions garriſon d in all the Provinces of Europe, 
Ala and Africa, the Number of which, all together, 
conſiſted of 200,000 Foot Soldiers, and 40,000 Horſe, 
with 300 Elephants, all trained and practiſed in War. 

THEsE Troops were well equipp'd, and exact 


paid; and by a wiſe i'recaution, 300, ooo Harneſſes diſ- 


pericd in all the ftrong Places of the Empire, to be 
ready in cate of any Accident. The Armies were un- 
der the Command of the moſt able and experienced 
Officers, moſt of them having ſerved in the Wars of 


Julius Ceſar, or thole Auguſtus had himſelf in the be- 


ginning of his Reign, and with whom both of them 
had gained ſuch great Victories. For the intire Security 
of the Frontiers of his Empire, he alſo augmented his 
Navy to the Number of 2000 Veſſels and 500 Gallies, 
all well manned and ftored with Ammunition; beſides 
thoſe, he had 800 great Lranſports, which they called 
Thelmicks, deſtined for the Service of the Army; many 
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of theſe Tholmicks were alſo employed in the magniß. 
cent Entertainments with which the Emperor frequently 
diverted the People; they were finely carved, gilded, 
and painted, enriched with all Sorts of Ornaments, and 
diſtinguiſned by an Infinity of Enſigns, Flags, and 
Streamers, beſides other Marks particular to each Veſ- 
ſel; on the Prow of one was 2 Wolf, on another a Lion, 
a third had a Tyger, a fourth a Sphinx, a ffth a Bull, 
a fixth a Minotaur, a ſeventh a Horſe, and fo on to all 
Sorts of Animals ; but the Reman Eagle, as the principal 
Enfign of the Empire, made the Ship which bore it 
molt reſpected. This great Navy had for its Admiral 
the Preje# of the Sea, from whom every inferior Com- 
mander received Orders, and the Preſect gave an ac- 
count of every thing to the Emperor, who, tlio' in 
Peace, buſied himſelf continually in the Theory of 
War, and liſtened with pleaſure to all that was ſaid to 
him on that ſubject. The Funds {or maintaining theſe 
Forces, as well as thoſe of the Land, were put into tha 
hands of Tre: ſurers, who on no Pretext whatever durſt 
apply them to any other uſe, the leaſt Suſpicion of ſuch 
a PraCice being immediate Death. "Theſe vaſt Fleets 
were diſtributed, ſome in the Ports of the Ocean, ſome 
in the Mediterranean, and others in the Mouths of the 
Rivers of one and the other Sea. 

Bur if this Emperor merited the Love of the Roman 
F-ople, for the Advantages he procured them, he was“ 
yet more worthy the Admiration of the whole World, 
by the greatneſs of his Sentiments, by the juſt choice 
he made of his Friends and Favourites, by the Proofs 
he gave of his Clememcy and Liberality, and by the 
Eiteem he paid to all Men of Letters, or that excelled 
in any Science, under his Reign. 

W1THOUT an Octawius Ayguſius, we, perhaps, had 
never known a Mecenas, or an Agrippa, a Horace, a Vir- 
g., or an Ovid; and it is for this Reaſon, I believe, that 
Folterity wou'd have lok much, if it had not been for 
this Emperor. 

Vous Reflection is very juſt, replied Urania; no 
body can deny, that Octavius was well deſerving of 
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univerſal Rule; and that Ambition is far from being a 
Crime in thoſe, who like him are capable of governing 
with ſo much Glory. 

Wiruour doubt, added Felicia; for Auguſtus cou'd © 
never have brought about thoſe great Things he did, if 
he had not been in a Station which permitted hum the 
Execution of his Deſigns, without Controul or Contra- 
diction, | 

AND methinks, continued ſhe, one cannot reſlect on 
this Hiſtory, without admiring the Decrees of Provi- 
dence, which, out of all the Earth, made choice of a 
Man no more than twenty Years of Age, to pluck down. 
the Pride and Vanity of the Roman Republic; which, 
under the Pretext of Liberty, their favourite Idol, plun- 

ered the Nations they ſubdued, took. upon them to 
give Laws to all the Earth, and to diſtribute Crowns and 
Scepters, Eng 30 their Caprice or their Intereſts, 
making Slaves of Kings, and Kings of Slaves, appro- 
priating tae "Treaſures of the one to gratity the other, 
and forming nothing but ambitious, and ſometimes in- 
human Projects. I know not if it is the little Propen-, 
hty I have to like that ſort of Government, which 
makes me think in this manner; but. J confeſs, if I find 
Vittues in many-of the old Roman, I find a great num- 
ber of Faults in the Republic in general; I fee more of 
Pride and Oftentation in all they did, than a true Mag- 
nanimity of Mind ; and even in their molt worthy Ac- 
tions, there appears to me a certain Barbariſm, 

Tau Glory has ſomething in it ſweet and modeſt ; 
this exceiive Love of Liberty inſpires Deſigns rather 
bold than generous, and ſometimes cruel and bloody; 
but in a People ſubmitted to the Will of one Maſter, 
love, Zeal, and Fidelity engreſs all their Sentiments, 
23 Tenderneis, Care, and Generoſity do thoſe of him 
that rules them, | 

We, Madam, anſwered Mlautis, that are born in a 
Kingdom, where arbitrary Government has been long 
eltablithed, ought to be of this Opinion for our Peace. 
of Mind; but were you to hear the Arguments on the 
other ſide of the Queſtion, you wou'd pzrhaps have 
different Ideas, I grant, that where a King is trvly 
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the Father of his People, has no Ambition farther than 
to make them happy, has no peculiar Favourites, who, 
by a partial Indulgence, he permits to prey upon hi; 
me.ner Subjects, but diſtributes his Juſtice to all alike, 
and his Bounties only to thoſe diſtinguiſhed for their Vir- 
tues ; then is monarchical Government preferable to all 
others. But alas! how few Kingdoms in the World can 
boaſt of inch a Prince ! All the Eaſt, and great part of the 
North and South, are rather Slaves than Subjects; and 
the Deſire of extending the Prerogative among Kings is 
ſo natural, that it muſt be indeed a more than common 
ſhare of Humanity and Moderation that reſtrains them 
from giving the utmoſt Looſe to this darling Paſſion. , 

ALL Men, added Thelamont, were born = : but as 
the Paſſions too much indulged wou'd deſtroy all the 
focial Virtues, it was neceſſary they ſhou'd be under the 
Reſtriction of Laws, and that the Fears of Puniſhment 
might deter thoſe whom the Love of Goodneſs wou'd 
not allure : For the execution of Laws, there muſt be 
Magiſtrates and Officers, and, left there might be Cor- 
ruption in them allo, there was one ſet over them, with 
the awful Tide of Y:cegercnt of God, to the end, his 
Commands might be obſerved with a greater Reve- 
rence, and his Perfon inſpire the more Awe. This was 
the firſt Inſtitution of Kings: They were made io, not 
ſo much for the Good of themſelves and Families, as 
for the Good of the Community in general; and 1 
theretore think thoſe Nations are the happieſt, whoſe 
Monarchs are bound by certain Laws, which if they in- 
fringe, the Subjects are abſolved from all Allegiance. 

Inis is the Caſe in all eleQive Monarchies, replied 
Orephanes, yet we have {een Inconveniencies in that 
too; and let us agrce ever ſo long, there neither is nor 
can be any perfect State on Earth: Ambition will be 
always predominant among Kings, Flattery among Cour- 
tiers, {nifter Views among Miniſters, and Bribery and 
Corruption among the People. | 

LISI7TMOND was preparing to make ſome Reply to 
this Obicrvation, wien the dervants came in co lay the 
Cloth, Crama having given Orders, that Supper ſhou'd 


be brought into Florida's Apartment. Lhis Repaſt 
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was accompanied with the ſame Delicacies as the others. 
Alcippe and Lifimond contributed very much to the plea- 
ſure of the Entertainment, by their Wit and Gaiety. 
They fat pretty long at Table, and Urania fearing that 
Florinda was ſomewhat incommoded by their having 
paſt the whole Day with her, obliged the Company to 
{eparate. Alcippe and Liſimond went into their Chariot, 
in order to return to the Caſtle of Celemena, promiſing to 
attend Urania the next Morning. After their Depar- 
ture, every one took leave of Eraſmus and Florinda, that 
they might enjoy a Repoſe, which ſeemed neceſſary to 
her, after ſo long a Converſation. And this agreeable 
3 yielded themſelves to Sleep, in the hope, that 
the Day following would aftord them no leſs Pleature 
chan this had done. 
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EIGHT EENTH and LAST Davy. 


HE Night being paſt, and the wiſhed Hour 
J for 3 Florinda, Who 
7 2 | found herſelf perfectly recovered, went to 
| > . the Apartment of Urania, to prevent the 
| 3 Trouble ſhe wou'd elſe have given herſelf 
mn coming to hers : She there found Feli- 
cia; and theſe two charming Friends were extremely 
rejoiced to find ſhe was in a condition to enjoy the Plea- 
tures this fine A, made them hope the Day wou'd 
yield. They went all together to the Chamber where 
Celemena was lodged ; with her was already Sikviana, 
Areliſe and Camilla; Julia and Hortenſia ſoon after join- 
ing them. 

THe firſt Compliments were ſcarce over, when The/a- 
mont, Orophanes, Arſames, Eraſmus, Alphonſo and Melan- 
tas, accompanied Alcippe and Liſimond, who had burned 
with the extremeſt Impatience to return to that delight- 
ul Manſion, and more inchanting Society. Madam, 
ſaid Alcippe to Urania, the Goodneis we have found in 
you, emboldens us to this early Viſit : The Charms we 
find here, and the extreme Defire we have to enjoy as 
much of them as poſſible, has carried us ſomeynat be- 


.yaund the Bounds of that exact Politeneſs, which, in all 
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other things, wou'd forbid us to abuſe the Marks you 
have favoured us with of yours. 

Every one of us, anſwered Urania with a Smile, 
has a Share in this Compliment ; fince it will at once 
ſatisfy all the Demands of Love, Eſteem, and Friendſhip. 

Pur an end to all Ceremony, cried Orophanes ; and 
ſince there is nothing now to hinder us from following 
the Cuſtom eſtabliſhed here, let us render this day e- 
qually inſtructive and entertaining, as the others have 
been, by diverſifying our Occupations. 

OROPHANES, you muſt know, was the Legiſlator, 
ſaid Felicia, looking on him with the utmoſt charming 
Air; and as he has had the Honour to preſcribe us 
Laws, and to ſee us ſubmit to them, you cannot won- 
der he is tenacious of that Advantage, and jealous of 
any Infringement. | 

He has Reaſon, anſwered Arſames; the Laws he has 
impoſed have too many Charms for us, and we paſs our 
Time in them too agreeably, for them not to be obſer- 
ved inviolably. Otherwiſe, ſaid Camilla, we had not 
with one common Voice ſo readily ſubſcribed to them; 
and as for my own part, whenever I find them not 
agreeable to me, that is, when I cannot be inſtructed 
without diſcovering my Ignorance, I ſhall give my Vote 
againſt them; tho' I aſſure you, I have no ſuch Inclina- 
tion at preſent, nor believe I ever ſhall. 

Howeves, ſaid Urama, I find ſome Difficulty in ap- 
prehending the meaning of - Orophanes's laſt Words; 
he ſeems to propoſe a Diverſity of Occupations, which, 
methinks, does not agree with the Order we have hi- 
therto preſerved, nor can I think ſuch a Diverſity wou'd 
any way agree with the Conduct preſcribed to us. 
How, Madam, replied he with Vivacity, is it not in 
the Subjects of our F ntertainments? Do we not run 
over all the memoranle Actions, both of the great and 
the inferior World? Do we not : als from the e to 
the gay, from the learned to th ſimple, frem the Fertic 
to the tender! In fine, is it not by this divertiying 
our Converſation, that we recal Times paſt, compare 
them with the preſent, then animadvert on 2 
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fections or Miſtakes of both, and alternately praiſe, er 
teſtify our Diſlike ? 

WELL have you defended yourſelf, my dear Oro- 
hanes, ſaid 7 helamont ; nor did I expect leſs from you. 
ut ſince you have {0 agreeably made out the Pleaſures 

of Diverſification and Complaiſance, made fo many of 
the Company deny thenueives the Enjoyment of one of 
thoſe Entertainments your Laws allowed us, I am of 
Opinion we ought not to neglect the Invitation the ſweet 
Air now gives us to the Garden. 

I am of your Farty, cried Celemena haſtily, and con- 
templating on the Beauties of that Place, was beginning 
to wiſh the like Fropoſal might be made. Beſides, con- 
tinued ſhe, 1naling, and looking on Alcippe and Lifimend, 
I ſee ſome Perſons her e, to whom a hte Tour wou'd 
be doubly acreenble 

We fr ma you, replied S:7viara with the moſt 
ſprightly Air; but to ſhe, how very unjuſt your Rail- 
lery is, we will never be out, either of your ſight or 
hearing. 

Wirnovr your quitting us, faid Crania, I will, for 
once, make a Law in my own Houie, by WHICH, both 
you and Arcliſe fhall be condemned to hear nothing du 
ring the time of our Walking, ut what proceeds from 
the Nouths of Lifumond and Alcipte. With theſe Words, 
taking Celemena by the Arm, accom panicd by 7 helamont, 
Orc »es and Felicia, Camilla and Florinda alſo con- 
ducted by their Spouſes, and Arſames and Melanins ha- 
ving given theu Hands to their amiable Spouſes, Si/- 
wiana and A, eliſe were obliged to yield theirs to Lifimond 
and Alcippe. 

Tusk two tender Lovers were ſenſible of the ex- 


treameſt Plcature, in having this Opportunity of enter- 


taining the O. jects of the.r Paſhon in tuis particular 
Marner ; ſor tho' the whcle Company wilred the ſame 
V'ay, yet did they go at ſuch a diſtauce, as not to be 
heerd by each other. Si/wviara, who was of a Hnmour 
intel tree, and abtorred all Conſtraint, gave Li/mond 
an Au. ence as tavourable as he cou'd have wiſhed ; and 
he had the Satisfaction to read in her Eyes the inexpreſ- 
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fible Pleaſure ſhe took in hearing the Proteſtations he 
made her of an eternal and inviolable Affection. 

ARELITISE was cqually ſenſible of thoſe of the enz- 
mour'd Alcippe ; but as ſhe was naturally more reſerved 
and ſerious than her charming Friend, ſhe cou'd not, 
without the utmoſt Diſorder, ſuffer herſelf to be enter- 
tained in this particular manner by a Man, in the View 
of ſo many Perſons. This Exceſs of Modeſty gave her 
a certain Air, which very much alarmed Alcippe, and 
not able to contain the Trouble with which he was agi- 
tated, You anſwer me not, beautiful Areliſe, ſaid he; 
nay, you ſeem to liſten to me witlt Regret 
Your Eyes are fo much attached to thoſe who follow us, 
as gives me cauſe to fear, they would behold with plea- 
ſure ſome other Perſon than the tender and ever paſ- 
fionate Alcippe. Ah! cruel Areliſ, continued he, look- 
ing on her with a Countenance wholly abaſhed, it was 
not in this manner that you behaved to me at the Houſe 
of Merina. | 

T#1s Reproach furprized Areliſe, and made her re- 
colle&, that ſhe had not indeed given that Attention to 
her Lover, which his Fidelity had merited from her; 
but as her Heart had no ſhare in thoſe exterior Move- 
ments which gave him ſo much Pain, and were only 
cauſed by the Fears of appearing too free before that. 
Company, ſhe heſitated not to juſtify herſelf, 

I 3EL1Eve, ſaid ſhe, that you were too much aſſured 
of my Heart, to expoſe your own to unjult Suſpicions. 
However, to corfirm you more, be perſuaded, Alcippe, 
that in what Place ſoever I am, I have no Object half fo 
valuable to me as yourlelf: And if I teitifed my Senti- 
ments more openly at Merina's, it was Fecauſe ] cou'd 
do it without Prejudice to that Decorum, which I wou'd 
preſerve above all things : -1 aave contels'd to you 
a thouiand times in her pre ence, that Alpe was dearer 
to me than my Life, becavie the Authority of a Fa- 
ther cominanded me to put no Diſguiſe upon my 
Thoughts; but here we are with Perſors who are Stran- 
gers to us, and who are too lately become our Friends, 
to pardon ſuch an indulgence of our Inclinations. 


WV 


| 


© +» 24 


232 
Wr muſt, my dear Aleippe, act according to the Times 
and Places we are in; and whatever Paſſion has an In- 
fluence over us, never do any thing which may call either 
Modeſty or Diſcretion in queſtion. The Politeneſs of 
Urania has given us this Op portunity, we mult prove ours 
by not abuſing it. This it was that made me turn my 
Eyes continually on the Company, to ſee if they were 
not re- aſſembled without us; and it is this that obliges 
me to entreat we may join ourſelves to them, after having 
reiterated the Aſſurance, that I love only you, and never 
ſhall love another. How well, my charming Areliſe, re- 
ply'd he, eagerly kiſſing her H: and, in ſpite of her Efforts 
to hinder him, do you know to make me die with Joy 
and Grief at the ſame time? But continued he, you mutt 
be obeyed. Then a little haſtening his Steps, he ad- 
vanced toward part of the Company ; as they walked, 
A!cippe purſuing the Converſation, However, ſaid he, 
my dear Areliſe, you mult permit me to tell you, that 
your Modeſty here is more ſcrupulous than juſt. 

We are on the Point of being united for ever, by the 
Conſent of thoſe to whom we owe our Being: We love 

ach other, and have the Happineſs to make part ot a So- 


ciety full of Wit, Equity, Good-nature, and whole prin- 


cipal good Fortune conſiſts in the Felicities Hye be- 
ftows on them. All here are married Lovers, ſcem 
proud of rendering their Paſſion inſeparable from their 
Duty, and are every Moment giving each other the 
moſt tender Teſtimonies of Affection. There is not, 
therefore, a Place in the World where you might better 
reconcile the Severity of your Duty with the 5weetnels 
of your Paſſion. 

Wiru theſe Words they came ſo near to Uraxia and 
Celomena, that Areliſe had not time to reply; but Va- 
nia, who had heard part of the Diſcourie of A4lcippe. 
and caſily comprehended the Subject, took his part in 
theſe Terms : Nothing is more juſt, ſaid ſhe, than 
this Argument of 4{:i#pe's, and it is forming a very 
wrong Judgment of our Minds and Humours, to be 
afraid of making us Witneſſes of thoſe mutual Prooſ⸗ 
you wou'd give each other of an honouzable- ane 
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authorized Flame. It is one of our chief Maxims, faid 
Orophanes laughing, we obey it with Pleaſure and Exact- 
neſs, and fly all thoſe Perſons who approve not of it. I 
find it too much according to my own Inclination, replied 
Areliſe NN not to approve of it; and ſhall readily 


obey it in its fulleſt Extent, when once Alcippe has joined 
to the Name of Lover, that of Huſband. 

DuTy will always have the firſt Rank with Arelif, 
ſaid Silviana, coming up to them; and I am much 
miſtaken, if ſhe does not in ſecret reproach me for ha- 
ving ſuffered Lend to entertain me ſo long. 

For my part, ſaid Camilla, I cannot think you have 
at all erred in ſo doing: It is certainly a Point of Duty 
to ſhew ſome Complaiſance to him, who is deſtined to 
be our Huſband, even before he is fo, that he may judge 
of the future by the preſent. 

THis Deciſion of Camilla's made all the Company 
laugh heartily ; and Celemena firſt giving over, It matt 
be confeſs'd, ſaid ſhe, that nothing affords a greater 
Contentment of Mind, than when our Inclinations are 
conformable to our Duty. | 

WiTHouT doubt, added Julia; nor nothing a greater 
Torment, than when they have divided Intereits, -as 
is too frequently the Caſe, eſpecially among Perſons 
of a very high Quality, or the Blood Royal, who are 
obliged to marry tor the good of the State, without 
the Heart, either of the one or the other, being con- 
ſulted. 

You wou'd then be greatly ſurprized, beautiful lia, 
ſaid Alcippe, to fee a Woman by the Exceſs of her Duty 
only, do all that cou'd be exacted by the moſt ardent 
and violent Affection. That wou'd be Virtue indeed, 
anſwered Julia, and the moſt exalted Proof that cau'd 
| p_ be given of it- I do believe there may be 

uch Women, but the Examples of them are very rare ; 
and I ſhou'd be fired with the utmoſt Admiration of one 
capable of it. 

You wou'd then admire Donna Ekvire de Zuares, 
reſumed Alcippe; and it is for her Glory, that 1 
wou'd bring this amiable Society acquainted with her 

Hiſtory. 
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Hiftory. I with, interrepted Hortenſia, we had fallen 
ſooner on this Topic of Duty; Alcippe might by this 
time have made a conſiderable Progreſs in his Hiſtory, 
whereas I now forſee we ſhall be obliged to poſtpone 
our Attention till after Dinner. 

SHE had no ſooner done ſpeaking, than they were in- 
formed it waited them in the Hall. All the Company 
expreſſed a Diſſatisfaction at this Delay of their Curio- 
fity. And it was in this kind of Converſation they 
paſſed the whole time of their Eating; and were no 
ſooner roſe from Table, than they went directly to the 
Library; where the charming Camilla entering firſt, 
This, ſaid ſhe, is the Place deſtined for reviving the 
Memory of heroic and illuſtrious Actions; nor wou'd 
any other accord fo well with thoſe we expect to hear 
of Donna Z/vira de Zaares, 

Noxe of the Company made any other Reply to 
theſe Words, than by caſting a beſeeching Look on Al. 
cippe ; and every one being ſeated according to their In- 
clinations, teſtiſied by their Silence the extreme Deſire 


they had to liſten to this Hiſtory. 


I xxnow very well, ſaid Alcippe, that it is not allowed 
me to diipenſe with the Laws eſtabliſhed in this beau- 
tiful Manſion, and that I ought not to refuſe the Pay- 


ment of that Tribute expected from me; and however 
uncapable I am of performing what is deſired of me, in 
a Manner worthy the Attention of ſuch as are to hear 


me, or of the Virtues of the Lady who is the Subject 
of my Diſcourſe, I truſt that my ready Obedience will 


atone for my want of Eloquence. 


Tux keeping ſilence for two or three Moments, to 
recollect what he was about to relate, he began in theſe 
"Terms, 


The 


— * * 5 —— g N = - FP Re” x” DICTIP; CR... SIRE 


3 2 = * as XY 3 * 1 " * . AS a @as% * a. 


#24. #22 NR 
* 


: 
7 +» 1 + * 
1 + 22 272 1280 
. + 
: ef Nr. 
4 — +4004 440040445455 h 
. ++ +400 
.* + - 4 l ” THT of 287 ITT = 
$44 *$ ++ 4 44+ +$+4+++ + 


774 


enen: 
55 7122 
E ERH : 


bt 


. 


7 7 
. 


7.4175 * . . 


- 


2 „„ „ 
ere 


LEASE ENS 
once 


e 


n — 
o 


_ 
$++335 +++7233 325323730 — 2 + : 
$4+ 22222 2222222222221 + 222222222 2222221 
25 +++ TI 
222: 222 28-2 
19 „ 
14 
4 +++44 +++ + 
„88 


+ 4+ 
ö 4 
8 : 225 ++ ; 27 721 
$4 +4 » . + + ++ 
+++ ++ +++ +++ 
+ 2 


— 7 8 


. 
+ 


. 


— 


+5 . 
1 


— 


eee; 


— 


— GH I GOOT 06 
3Jꝙ̃!:1!:dud «. . .Ʒ2 27. 


. 
22 „„ 4%„„„„„„„4„ͤ—z 


— — ä 
— — — — — — 


5 „66 


., + 

1 160 196% 
«att 

1s 


The HISTORY of Donna ELVIRA 


DE LUARES. 


FTER the Duke of Alla had ſubjected the King- 
dom of Portugal to the Crown of Spain, Philip II. 
employed his utmoſt Policy to make himſelf. beloved and 
feared by all the great Famihes of the Portugueſe ; he 
knew they endured his Yoke with Impat.ence ; and 
thoſe who had fubmitted themſelves, did it either be- 
cauſe they had no longer the Power to reſiſt, or through 
a Motive of Ambition, in hope to be raiſed by the 
Conqueror to greater Foits than they held beſore. One 
of the moſt conſiderable among the latter was Don 
Balthazar de Lama, a young Lord, of an ancient and 
noble Family; but whoſe Anceſtors had diſlipated the 
greateſt Part of the Eſtate which ſhou'd have deiconded; 
to him, in the Service of the Kings of Portugal. 

H1s Fortune, by this means, being ligle conformable 
to that Ambition with which. his Soul. was enflamed, 
made him look with Joy on a Revolution which pre- 
ſented him with an Occaſion of re-eſtabliſhing lus Fa- 
mily : For the Attainment of which, he neglected no- 
thing that might procure him the Favour of the King 
of Spain, and all the great Men of his Court. Ihe ex- 
traordinary Zeal he teſtified for the Intereſt of that Mo- 
narch, ſo much ingratiated him to the Duke of Ava, 
that he recommended him in fo advantageous a manner 
to Philip II. as made him confer on him the moſt im- 
portant Employments ; in all which, he had the Happt- 
neſs to acquit himſelf with Succeſs. 

Dox Balthazar no ſooner ſaw himſclf arrived at 
the Height he wiſhed, than he began to think of ren- 

dering 
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dering his Grandeur laſting by ſome powerful Alliance : 


As Ambition took up all his Heart, and Love had. no 
part of the Nuptials he _— to form, he gave him- 


ſelf all neceſſary time to find out a Perſon whoſe Family 
and Riches might fully gratify that darling Paſſion. 

Doxxa Elvira de Zuares, who was the ſole Inheretrix 
of the vaſt Wealth of one of the moſt flouriſhing and 
powertul Families in all Portugal, and whoſe excellent 
Beauty was even more the Subject of Diſcourſe than 
her Riches, was the Object on which Don Balthazar 
caſt his Eyes. Elvira was no more than eighteen Years 
old, and was under the Care of Don Pedro de Zuares, 
Brother to her Father, who dying, left her to his Tui- 
tion: He loved her with an extreme Tenderneſs, and 
ſeeing her the only Hope of his Family, he having no 
Children, took all imaginable Care to educate her in 
ſuch a manner, as ſhould make her worthy the immenſe 
Fortune ſhe wou'd be a Miſtreſs of. 

Doxxa Elvira being ſuch as I have deſcribed her, Don 
Balthazar found her environ'd with a great number of 
Pretenders ; but one among them was diſtinguiſhed from 
the reſt, not only for being moſt amiable and perfect of 
alt the Cavaliers, but alſo that he had been made choice 
on by her Mother, while they were in their moſt tender 
Infancy, That Lady had been united in the moſt ſtrict 
Friendſhip with the Parents of Don Sebaſtian de Suzan, for 
that was the Name of this young Lord ; and the Father of 
Donna Elvira being alſo pleaſed with the Propoſal, theſe 
two beautiful Children were brought up with the Belief 
that they were born for each other, and ſhau'd one Day 
be joined in the moſt ind iſſoluble Bands. 

TunEix innocent Hearts taking the Impreſſion from 
the Mouths of Perſons they were accuſtomed to obey 
in every thing, ſoon began to love each other, and 
to declare it; their Paſſion commencing before the 
Knowledge of thoſe Rules which forbid mating any 
ſhew of it, but under particular Limitations, unbridled 
Nature diſcovered itſelf in every Look and Action. 
Sebaſtian was reſtrained by no Awe or Terror of of— 


fencing, and Elvira knew not that ſhe had any _ — 
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bluſh in avowing he was the deareſt Thing on Farth ts 
her. Thus was their Affection conceived in Innocence 
brought up in Duty, and confirmed and augmented as 
they daily arrived at a more perfect Knowledge of the 
Perfections of each other. 

THE Father and Mother of Elvira dying, before ei- 
ther ſhe or Don Sebaſtian attained at Years ſufficient to 
enter into the married State, Don Pedro de Zuares en- 
couraged in the ſame manner they had done, the mu- 
tual Tenderneſs of theſe young Lovers ; and they were 
every day expeCting to be united for ever, when the 
happy Moment was retarded by the terrible Diſorders 
of the State. Don Sebaſtian, King of Portugal, en- 
gaging himſelf in that unfortunate Expedition into 4f51- 
ca, loſt his Life, and great part of his beſt Forces; and 
this it was that laid the Realm open to the Invaſion of 
the Duke of Alba, and gave the firſt occaſion to thoſe 
Troubles which ended not but in the entire Subverſion 
of the Government. | 

Ou young Hearts beheld not this bf £4009 of the 
Times, without an extreme Concern, but their Forti- 
tude enabled them to ſuſtain it, without any viſible 
Marks of Weakneſs ; and the publick Tranquillity was 
no ſooner re-eſtabliſhed, than Don Pedro began to think 
of concluding their Marriage, and no Obſtacle appeared 
to their Deſires; when the ambitious Don Balthazar de 
Lama raiſed up one, which all their Love and Fidelity 
cou'd not be able to remove. He was not ignorant of 
the mutual Tenderneis of theſe two Lovers, nor the 
Engagements of Don Pedro, but vain of the Merits of 
his Perion, and the great Intereſt he had at the Court 
of Spain, he eaftiiy perſuaded himſelf, he ſhou'd be ac- 
cepted before all the Rivals in the World. In this Be- 
Het, he hefitated not to make his Addreſſes to Elvira, 
and to defire Don Pedro wou'd forward his Pretenſions. 

As his Birth and Intereſt with Philip II. demanded 
teſpett, Don Pedro de Zuares received him with all the 
Honours he ccu'd expe@t ; which ſtill flattering him 
with a Echlief, that lus Propoſals wou'd be gratefully 
received, 
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received, he reſolved not to defer letting him know the 
Buſineſs on which he came. 

To this end, having engaged him to walk with him 
on the Banks of the Tagus, and being a little ſeparated 
from the Company that went with them, My Lord, 
ſaid he, looking on him with a Countenance which 
teſtified his inward Aſſurance of Succeſs, I flatter myſelf, 
that the Propoſal I have to make you will be far from 
diſagreeable; the Advantages you may receive by it, con- 
vince me, you will receive it with Pleaſure. You know, 
that I have the honour to be well in the Eſteem of our 
preſent Monarch ; the Favours I have received from him, 
and thoſe I have reaſon to expect, are undeniable Proofs 
of his Goodneſs to me : By what I have done, you may 
judge what is in my power to do, and is ſufficient to make 
you think an Alliance with me, your Intereſt as well as 
mine. Our Families are now the moſt confiderable in all 
Portugal, and yours, by being united to mine, will per- 
ſuade King Philip, that your Attachment to him is equal 
to what he has found from me, and you will have a Right 
to demand Poſts of Honour and Employments for your- 
ſelf and Friends, to which otherwiſe you cou'd have no 
Pretenſions, or Hope of obtaining. 

Twourp be very difficult to expreſs the Diſorder 
Don Pedro was in at this Diſcourſe : His Prudence 
wou'd not permit him to ſay any thing which might 
ſhock a Man, from whoſe Revenge he had every thing 
to fear ; nor wou'd his Honour yield, that he ſhou'd e- 
ven ſeem to retract the many ſolemn Promiſes he had 
made to Don Sebaſtian de Suxa. In this Extremity he 
was obliged to retire into himſelf ſome Moments, before 
he cou'd reply; but ſeeing that Don Ba/thazar teſtified 
ſomewhat of an Impatience in his Looks, How unhappy 
are we, my Lord, ſaid he, that the generous Lama did 
not ſooner make a Declaration of his Sentiments ! He 
cou'd not have doubted, if I wou'd not have preferred 
Em to all the Grandees, either of Portugal or Spain; 
but, my Lord, it is now out of my power. My 
Niece is engaged to Don Sebaſtian de Suza my 


Word is given, and you know, among thoſe of — 
Rank, 
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Rank, it ought to be inviolable—Think, therefore, I 
beſeech you, that Efvira and Sebaſtian are deſtined by 
Heaven for each other. 

From their very Infancy they were taught to cheriſh 
this Hope, and to love; their mutual Affection is more 
than is ordinarily to be found He lives but in the 
Proots he receives of her Tenderneſs, and ſhe wou'd ra- 
ther chuſe to die, than refrain conferring them. I dare 
believe, my Lord, that you have Sentiments too deli- 
cate to contribute any thing to the Separation of two 
Hearts fo firmly united. owever, continued he, per- 
ceiving a kindling Rage began to redden in his Eyes, in 


ſpite of this reciprocal Paſſion, had your Lordſhip enter- 


tained 'Thoughts of honouring me with your Alliance 
ſome Years ago, as I then had not given my Word to 
Don Sebaſtian, and was intirely Maſter of the Fate of 
Ekvira, I cou'd have 3 her, by my Authority, 
to have given you her Hand; but things are now tos 
far advanced, and I am perſuaded you have too much 
Honour yourſelf, to defire I ſhou'd blemiſh mine, by 
failing in what I have promiſed. 

IT is not my Intention, replied Don Ba/thazar with 
a malicious Smile; but, Don Pedro, there are means to 
ſcreen ourſelves from all Reproaches, and when we are 
conſtrained by ſupreme Orders, all Promiſes are ſwallowed 
up in Obedience. I believe you underſtand me, and that 
there is no Neceſſity I ſhou'd ſay more, to obli7e you not 
to diſpoſe of Elvira, but to whom the King ſhall give 
Conſent. With theſe Words, without waiting tor what 
the other ſhou'd have ſaid, he rejoined the Company ; and 
as this Party of Pleaſure had been formed by Lama, he 
broke it up as ſoon as poſſible, and took leave of Don 
Pedro with a Politeneſs mingled with Fierceneſs, which 
made him judge how ſerious he was in this Affair. 

Ar Don Pedro's return home, he found Elvira and 
Suza, who giving themſelves up wholly to the Joy of 
being in a ſhort time united for ever, had paſied all that 
Day in mutual Proteſtations of eternal Love and Con- 
ſtancy. Don Pedro cou'd not look upon them, with- 
out being ſtruck with the moſt piercing Sorrow; it ap. 


peared 
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peared ſo viſibly on his Countenance, that the two Lo- 
vers were equally alarmed at it, and joined to intreat 
him to reveal the Cauſe. As he knew they muſt be in- 
formed of it ſoon or late, he repeated all the Converſa- 
tion he had with Don Balthazar de Lama. The fre- 
quent Viſits of that Nobleman had already given ſome 
Suſpicion to Don Sebaſtian, which the tender Aſſurances 


of El ira had in ſome meaſure calmed ; but this unfore- 


ſeen Blow renewed all his Jealouſies with greater Rage 
than ever, and at the ſame time threw him into a De- 
ſpair, of which he was not Maſter. He foreſaw, in 
that Inſtant, all the Misfortunes which afterwards befel 
him ; and not doubting but his Rival wou'd be able to 
carry every thing before him, by his Intereſt and Fa- 
your with the King, he cou'd think of no other Remedy 
fer this Misfortune, than to put an end to the Days of 
this formidable Enemy to his Happineſs. Hate, Love, 
and Jealouſy combining with the Ardour of Youth, ſup- 
ported by the Conſciouſneſs of a high Birth, and equal 
Courage, he was departing that Moment with the Re. 
ſolution of demanding of Lama a bloody Reparation for 
the Outrage he was attempting to ofter him. | 

Ix vain Don Pedro made uſe of all his Efforts to abate 
a Fury ſo juſtly raiſed, and but for the tender Elvira, 
that Day h:d put an end to the Life of one of theſe 
kerce and incenſed Rivals. But the beautiful Lady 
perceiving her Uncle was incapable of perſuading, pla- 
ced herſelf between the Door of the Chamber and Don 
Sebaſtian, and laying her Hand upon his Shoulder, ſpoke 
to him in theſe Terms, and with a Reſolution which 
aſtoniſhed him. 

Sincr, ſaid ſhe, the juſt Reaſons Don Pedro has al- 
ledged can prevail nothing on you, liſten to what I 
now aſſure you, and from which not all the Powers on 
Earth ſhall oblige me to recede : If you are preſump- 
tuous enough to attack Don Balthazar de Lama, con- 
tinued ſhe, and hazard, at the ſame time, your own 
Life, my Glory, and my eternal Peace, by a Combat, 
which Prudence, Policy, and the preſent 3 
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of Affairs equally forbid, I ſwear, by all that I hold fa. 
cred above, or dear below, never to be yours. 

WHaT, Madam! cry'd Suxa, is the Life of my Ri- 
val already become ſo precious to you, that you con- 
demn me to certain Death, if I but attempt to give it 
him! 

I HATE Lama, reply'd ſhe, hate him with a mortal 
Hatred, yet not the thouſandth Part ſo much as I love 
you : His Death wou'd be no Conſolation to me for the 
Loſs of you; and whether vanquiſh'd by him, or Van- 
quiſlier over him, your Deſtruction is inevitable 
There are Means leis dangerous; and to preſerve us for 
each other, it is my Part to employ them, and yours to 
obey me in this only Occaſion, in which i is in your 
Power to prove how much you are devoted to me. And 

what is it I muit do? demanded he, with the molt ſor- 
Ways Air: And what 1s it you condemn me to ? 

To love me, reply'd Elvira, looking on him with 
the extremeit Tenderneſs, to wait the Cares of Don Pe- 
dro, and above all, to depend upon my Fidelity. All 
that I forbid you is, not to undertake any thing a ainit 
your Rival by Force of Arms: We' are not on > rn 
auch as permit me to dieſigure my Sentiments ; I was al- 
ways commanded to love you, and only you, and I found 
tne Injunctions of my Duty were my chief Felicity 
* 0, my Gear Sevoſiian, continued the, giving him her 

and, I will rever be but yours Let this Promiſe 

obs tae Pransports of your Rage, diſſipate all your 
Fears, and render you Capable of joining us in all _ 
alle Meaſures to 0.ertucn the Deiigns of this cruel in 
vader of our mutual Haippinets. 

THERE needed no more to oblige the amorous Sava 
o pronuſe ail they Cx pected from him : he threw him- 
cit At tae Feet Or Elvira, and all his Fury receding to 
lus Love, he intreated a 'Thouſand Times over Pardon 
47 nis Suſpicions, and ſhe as often repeated, that ſhe 
„odd never yield her Hand or Heart to any but himſelf. 

eit was not without the moſt violent Conſtraint, that 

f 2 once the J'rouble ſhe was in, to lee him in that 

111:ive and forrowſul Condition, and cou'd not do it 
rtuily, but chat foine Le s, in ſpite of ner, ran 
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down her Cheeks, She loved Sebaſtian, if poſſible, 
more than ever, and curſed the luckleſs Moment that 
had preſented her to the Eyes of the ambitious Balthazar. 

Dox Pedro cou'd not behold this Spectacle without 
the moſt preſſing Emotions of Grief, Tenderneſs and 
Pity. He aſſured them again and again, that he wou'd 
neglect nothing to prevent all that Ba/thazar might 
enterprize againſt their Loves ; and, as the firſt Step, 
it was agreed in this little Council, that they ſhou'd 
aſſemble together all of the two Houſes of Zuares and 
Suxa, and inform them of the Obſtacle put to their 
long intended Alliance, and engage both the one and 
the other to oppoſe it with all their Powers. 

As theſe two Families were the moſt ancient and 
conſiderable in the Kingdom, it might be preſum'd, that 
acting in Concert, they ſhou'd be able to prevail over a 
Man of an illuſtrious Birth indeed, but who owed his 
preſent Greatneſs to a Reverſe of Fortunc, very grie- 
vous to all who were for the ancient Eſtabliſhment. 
Don Pedro loſt no 'Time in this Aﬀair, and the next 
Day all the Kindred and Allies of Donna Eluira and of 
Don Sebaſtian met together, to whom this good old 
Man reported the Reaſon of his ſummoning them in 
this ſolemn Manner. Elvira was the only Perſon of 
beth the Families who was abſent at this Aſſembly, her 
Modeſty not permitting her to be preſent at the Diſ— 
courſes which ſhe knew muſt be held on this Subject. 

Don Pedro repreſented the Caſe as the Head of the 
Hcuſe of Zuares, and Don Seba//zan as the Chief of 
that, of Suza; they both declared themſelves in ſuch 
eloquent and touching Terms, that no Perſon there, but 
was of the Opinion they were; and the Zuares, who 
at firit were a little dazzled with the Advantages which 
might accrue to them, from the Marriage of Elvira 
with Don Balibaxar, changed their Sentiments as ſoon 
as they heard Sebaſtian ſpeak, and {wore to oppoſe, 
with their whole Might, the Deſigns of Lama, and to 

o all together, and proſtrate themſelves at the Feet of 
King PLi/ip, to conjure him not to interpoſe his Autho- 
rity tor the diltolving a Contract long ſince made, and 
which Honour and Probity ought to render indiſſoluble. 
: 4 Tas 


1243 

Tuts Reſolution taken, they judged it, however, 
improper to be proſecuted, till Don Balthazar ſhould 
ſpeak more plain. Donna Catherina Mendoce, the Mo- 
ther of Suxa, thought it beſt, that the Marriage be- 
tween Elvira and Sebaſtian ſhou'd be immediately ſo- 
lemnized, in order to take from Don Baltbaxar all Poſ- 
ſibility of compaſſing his Intent; but the Zuares oppo- 
ſed that Motion, giving for Reaſons, that as Balthazar 
had mingled the Name of King in the Converſation he 
had with Don Pero, it was imprudent to do any Thing 
precipitately ; ſince it was not to be imagined, he wou'd 
have ſpoken in that Manner without the Conſent of his 
Majeſty ; and after ſuch Words, the Celebration of the 
Marriage wou'd be look'd upon as a premeditated Dit- 
obedience : They rather thought it better to make pub- 
lick Preparations for the Marriage, as of a Thing de- 
ſigned before, and which they had no Apprehenfions of 
Danger in accompliſhing. 

T in o' theſe Sentiments were directly contrary to thoſe 
of Sara, yet he was obliged to conform to them, this 
Advice being by much the greateſt Part of the Aﬀem- 
bly approved. After which, they ſeparated with a new 
Afurance, that they wor'd defend EIuira for Sebaſtian, 
by all the Ways tuey cou'd, without flying in the Face 
e Majeity. 

Writes theſe Things were doing, Don Baithazar 4+ 
Lama ſuffered not himſelt to be idle. The Manner in 
which Don Pedro had received his Propoſal of Marriage 
with his Niece, piqued his Pride in the molt ſenſible 
„anner; and reſolving not to be overcome in a Matter 
of ſo much Conſequence, departed the fame Day for 
the Court of Spain; where he exerted his Intereſt fo 
'ucceisfully with King Philip, that he not only approv'd 
nis Alliance with the Houſe of Zuares, but in favour of 
his larriage, gave him the Government of Goa, and 
114 him Viceroy of the Indies. He had no ſooner ob- 
ain d theſe magnificent Titles, than he haſted back to L/ 
te, farniſh'd with Letters to the Preſident of the Coun- 
cil, to oblige Don Pedro to Compliance with his Deſires. 

THe News of this ſudden Elevation filled with lea- 
louſy. and Conſternation the Hearts of all thoſe, O 
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pretended to that Poſt by their Services: Thoſe of the 
Family of Suza were among the Number of the Male- 
contents; but they had, in a little Time, a new Subject 
of Hatred againſt Lama: He having heard at his Arrival, 
that magnificent Preparations were making for the Nyp- 
tials of Ekvira and Don Sebajtzan, occahoned an immedi- 
ate Stop to be put to them. Ihe Preſident of the Council 
was his immediate Friend, and had no ſooner received 
the Orders from the King of Spain, than he ſent for 
Don Pedro, to whom he declared the Intentions of that 
Monarch were, that he ſhou'd give his Niece to Don 
Balthazar de Lama; and for that End, break all Engage- 
ments he had entered into before the Knowledge thereof. 

Ir was in vain that Don Pedro alledged the Laws of 
Honour, the mutual Paſſion of the two Foes and the 
Ceremony of making them one juſt ready to be cor- 

leated ; he cou'd obtain no other Anſwer from the Pre 
{ident, than chat it was the King's Pleaſure, and that he 
had a preciſe Order to ſee it complied with. Don Pedro 
was ſenſibly touched at this Violence; and hoping it 
might yet be diſpenſed with, at leaſt willing to have 
nothing wherewith to reproach himſelf, he {ſummoned 
both the Families a ſecond Time, to remind them of the 
Promiſe they had mede in behalf of E/wra's Contract 
with Sebaſfian. All thole of the Houſe of Suza came 
readily, being animated by all the Motives of Glory 
and Ambition; but the greateſt Part of the Zuares were 
abſent, and thoſe who came, ſaid they had promiſed to 
oppoſe Don Baithezar, but not the Orders of his Majeſty ; 
and that it was neither the Duty nor the Intereſt of 
their Family. that Don Pedro ſhou'd refuſe his Niece to 
an offer ſo advantageous as Don Balthazar de Loa, 
Viceroy of the Ges, and Governour of Goæ. 

Tux Don Pedro feeing himſelf condenined to break 
his Promiſe, even by thoſe of his own Family, had no 
other Anſwer to make to the Reproaches of Don Se— 
koftian, than ſhewing him the Orders of the King. 
Tis ery to conceive the Exceſs of Grief in which the 
two Lovers were now plunged : All the City took Part 
in their Misfortunes, but none durſt undertake any 
thing to remedy them. The bcautitul EA was. in 
; I 
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1 Situation the moſt cruel that can be imagined ; forced 
to receive the Viſits of Don Balthazar, and depriv ed tor 
ever ofth e Sight of her dear Sebaſtian ; All her Thoughts 
were continua ly taken up in lumenting her ill F crtune, 
and in contriving unavailing Stratagems to retard a Hy- 
men, which ſhe look'd on as the Sentence pa her Death. 

Dox Pedro had obtained eighr Days of the Preſident, 
under Pretence of employing "That Time in perſuading 
Elvira to the Marriage; bur in Effect, to think of ſome 
Meaſures, if poſſible, to break it off, He tried all 
Sorts of Ways to oblige lama to deſiſt his Purſuit; ſet 
before his Eyes the Injuſtice and Barbarity of ſeparating 
two Perions, whole Hearts were cemented by the ſtrick- 
elt Ties; then repreſented the little Contentment he 
cou'd expect with a Wife, who was ſo but by Force; 
and in fine, urged all that Honour, Wiſdom, or Piety 
cou'd ſuggelt againſt this Match. 

Bur theſe Remonſtrances were far from effecting the de- 
fired Purpoſe; Don Ba/thazar had other Views in an Alli- 
ance with Elvira, and wanted Delicacy of Soul to be touched 
either with her Sufferings, or the Reſentment ſhe might 
have againſt him, for this Conſtraint on her Inclinations. 

Dox Seoaſiian, in tlie mean time, was reſolute to 
die, rather than permit Elvira ſhou'd be given to the 
Arms of Balthazar ; was continuilly in Condulta. 
tion with Don Pedro, but prevailed on him to conceal 
from Elvira the Depth of his Defpair, or that he had 

any Deſigns to oppoſe the intended Marriage, farther 
than by his Prayers to Heaven : He alſo avoided the 
Sight of Don Balthazar, never viſiting Don Pears, but 

at thole Hours when he was ſure he was not there 
This Conduct, which Elvira imagined was the EFect 
of her Orders, intirely diſſipated the Fears ſhe had been 
in for him, and gave her Time and Coolnaſs of Mind 
to meditate on what was beſt for her to do. She cou'd 
not think it potlible, that a Man ſhou'd obſtinately 
perſiſt in his Deſires of marrying a Woman, who ſhou' 4 
tell hin with her own Mouth, all the Soltneſs of her 
Soul was devoted to another; and therefore reſolved to 
paſs over all Sorts of Con{derations, to convince Lama 
* 3 of 
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of this Truth. A young Maid truly diſcreet could not 
bring herſelf to ſuch a Confeſſion without the utmoſt 
Pain, eſpecially to a Man who wou'd, and perhaps 
might become her Huſband. But Elvira knowing that 
all that had been ſaid to him by others made no Impreſ- 
tion on him, was determined to force her Modeſty to 
this laſt Reſource: The Extremity to which ſhe was re- 
duced, rendered her more bold; and one Day, when 
Don Ba/:bazar found her only with her Women, and he 
had given her an Opportunity to execute her Deſign, by 
reminding her that the Time her Uncle demanded was 
very near expired, My Lord, anſwered ſhe, you wou'd 
o an Action worthy of everlaſting Praiſes, if you wou'd 
prolong it for my whole Life ; for, in fine, you cannot 
he ignorant that I am deſtined to another by my Pa- 
rents, and my own Inclination; and when you pretend 
to hope I may one Day be brought to love you, the 
Exceis of Grief you fee me plunged in, convinces you, 
in ſpite of yourſelf, that there is no Poſſibility I ſhall 
ever do to. All Lisbon knows this Truth, why then 
thou'd I fear to tell it you ?- Learn then, conti- 
nued ſhe, bluſhing, learn from my own Mouth, that I 
love, and am beloved with the utmoſt Extremity gf Paſ- 
ion. No other than Don Sebaſizan ds Suze can 


pretend to my Heart; it is a Paſſion born with me, of 


a piece with my Life, and will continue to my Grave. 
- What wou'd be the Glory, what the Sweetnels 

of a married State, where the beſt you ſhou'd find from 
your Wife wou'd be Coldneſs and Indifference 
where the Perſon who fills your Arms, wou'd return 
your Endearments but with ſighs for your Rival, and 
who wou'd continually reproach you, both with her 
Words and Tears, for being the Author of her Misfortune * 
An! my Lord, for your own Sake, as well as mine, 
conſider well on the Horrors of ſuch an Union; ſpare 
yourſelt the Shame it wou'd draw on you ; re- 
member, that all the World 1s ſenſible I love vou not, 
that I never ſhall love you, and that my eternal Ten- 
derneſs is for your Rival-——— Theſe are ny Senti- 
ments, my Lord, I will not conceal them from you ; 
you 
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you ſhall have nothing to reproach me with, when it is 
no-longer in your Power to break thoſe Ties, which will 
be then no leſs dreadful toyou than to myſelf. Deſiſt, 
therefore, from your Purſuit return to Juſtice and to 
Reaſon, and force me not to enter into Engagements ſo 
ihocking to my Soul, and which in their Conſequence 
may, perhaps, be more fatal to your Glory than to mine. 

WHATEVER good Opinion Don Ba/thazar had of 
himſelf, it is impoſſible to diſtemble the Spite he con- 
ceived at this Diſcourſe ; he redden'd, he turned pale, 
and was about to interrupt her an hundred Times, but 
had no Words to explain himſelf by: His Surprize was 
at leaſt equal to his Vexation, to ſee a Maid of her Ape, 
and whoſe Modeſty was as conſpicuous as her Beauty, 


aſſume Courage to reveal a Secret of that Nature to a 


Perſon who was to be her Spouſe. | 
As he was naturally fierce and haughty, he was go- 

ing to anſwer her with Sharpneſs ; but then reflecting, 

that 1t was not yet his Right to ſpeak as Maſter, he con- 


ſtrained himſelt, as much as poſſible, that nothing of 
what paſſed in his Soul might be obvious to her; and 


looking on her, not with Anger, but with Coldneſs e- 
nough, Any other than myſelf, Madam, ſaid he, might 
have juſt Canſe to fear the Conſequences of Marriage 
after ſuch a Confidence : but as I know your Virtue, no- 
thing is capable of intimidating me. You are yet 
too young to know yourſelf ; your Tenderneſs for Szza 
aroſe from your Obedience to your Parents; they are 
dead, and a greater Power, the King himſelf, now com- 
mands you to love me : I dare believe, your Duty will 
be always a Law to you, and that you will tranſplant all 
the Affection you were bid to beſtow on my Rival, on 
him you are now ordained to give it to. 

I conNFEss, I am charmed with that Readineſs with 
which you followed the firſt Will of your Parents; I 
may judge by that Reſignation in your Nature, that 
you will always preſerve the glorious Title of a virtuous 
Woman, and far from apprehending my Honour will 
ſuffer in an Union with you, I expect only the extremeſt 
Felicity. Ceaſe then, any vain Endeavours to change 
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me; the mere you have loved Don Sctaſfian, the more 
E find you worthy to be loved: "Tis Duty, I know, that 
regulates all the Movements of your Heart; and when 
veu {tall conſider, that it is ſo which commands you to 
love me, I ſhall find the happy Effects of it There- 
fore, Madam, continued he, riſing from his Chair, ne- 
ver imagine I ſhall forego my Pretenſions; but on the 
contrary, I now go to preſs the haſtening that fortunate 
Moment, which ſhall put me in Poſſeſſion of ſo perfect 
an Object. With theſe Words, having made her a low 
Bow, he went out of the Room, leaving her in fo great 
a Deſpair, for the ill Succeſs of her Enterprize, that, 
had ſhe not been prevented by her Woman, ſhe had 
certainly laid violent Hands on her own Lifts. Lecnora 
was the chief of thoſe who attended her, had been ker 
Nurſe, and was a Perſon of great Diſcretion ; yet all 
the Arguments ſhe cou'd os: joined to the Aﬀec- 
ton Elvira had for her, ſeemed too little, for a long 
Time, to calm the furious Agitations of her Soul. 

Bur, as Ekvira had a Soul truly great, and intirely 
free from thoſe Weakneſſes to which too many of her 
Sex abandon themſelves, ſhe had at laſt recovered her 
uſual Courage ; and, aſhamed of her firſt Emotions, 2s 
contrary both to her Religion and her Glory, ſhe 
thanked. Leonora for the Remonſtrances ſhe had made 
her. But tho' the Rage againſt herſelf was over, the 
Diſdain ſhe conceived for Don Balthazar was not ſo; 
and ſhe took, that Moment, a firm Reſolution to throw 
herſelf for ever into a Cloyſter, rather than yield to be 
his Wife. The ironica! Air with which he had ſpoke, 
had touched her to the quick : She was ſenſible of the 
whole Meaning of his Words, and judging rightly of 
the Fate ſhe muſt expect with a Huſhand of that Hu- 
mour, proteſted to herſelf, to negle& nothing which 
might deliver her from him. 

LEONORA, ſaid ſhe to her Nurſe, after having or- 
dered her other Women to retire, I yield to your Rea- 
fons, and promiſe you to do nothing unworthy of me; 
but you muſt then approve a Deſign I have juſt now 
formed, and aſſiſt me in the Execution of it: All 
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my Family abandon me, an ambitious Policy has turn- 
ed them on the Side of Lama; but I am determined 
to ſhew them, I deſpiſe thoſe vain Titles with which 
they have ſuffered themſelres to be dazzled, and, in 
ſpite of the whole World, will never be for any Man, 
if I cannot be for the unfortunate Sebo/iar. 

THEN the conjured her to help her in leaving the 
Houſe of Don Pedro, and conducting her to a Monattery, 
where the Siſter of Leongra was a Recluſe ; ſhe alſo 
commanded her not to diſcover her Retreat to any Per- 
ſon in the World, not even to Sebaſtian himſelf ; to the 
end, his Aſtoniſhment might be a convincing Proof, 
that he had no hand in her Elopement. The D: fficul- 
ty of finding me, ſaid ſhe, will give Time to Don Pe- 
dro, his Fri? nds: and thoſe of Sebaſtian, to enter into 
ſome Meaſures, perhaps more ſuccelsful than any they 
yet have try'd; and, at the ſame Time, affure all the 
Protetors of Don Lame, of my fixed Averfion tor him: 
"Tis poſſible the King himſelf may reflect on the Barba- 
rity of his — and uſe his Authority no far- 
ther in behalf of his Favourite. 

LEONORA made ule of her utmoſt Efforts to diſ- 
ſuade her from this Deſign ; but it was invincibly ſet- 
led in her Mind: So that, finding ſhe could not pre- 
vail, ſhe conſented to do as ſhe required, and ſwore an 
inviolable Secreſy. As there now wanted but two Days 
of the eight, Don Peuro had obtained from the Preti- 
dent, it was concluded between them to depart the 
nexc Night. 

LEONORA went immediately to prepare her Siſ- 
ter, and every Thing happened according as they de- 
fired : The Nun, who had great Power in the Moaaſte- 
ry, affured Leonora, that ſh2 wou'd conceal Elvira 10 
well that none ſhou'd know any thing more of her 
than ſhe was willing to reveal. 


* . 8 _ 
Tux Affair being thus regulated. the Night of the 


ſucceeding Day, when the Whole Family bende were 
buried in Sleep, Donna Elxira having non: but Leomra 
with her, went out of her Apartment, by a Pair 
of Back- tai rs, into the Garden, wich had a Door 
that opened into a Quarter of the Town, but little e- 
M 5 quented: 
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quented : There Elvira found a Chaile, which Leonora 
hd appointed at that Time, attended by Men on whoſe 
Fidelity ſhe could depend. They took Leave of each 
other in this Place, Elvira thinking it beſt, ſhe ſhou'd 
remain in the Houſe, and feign an intire Ignorance 
what was become of her; to the End, ſhe might pri- 
vately inform her of all that paſſed. 

THr1s beautiful Perſon arrived at the Convent, and 
was received without any Accident or Obſtacle ; and 
Leonora returned to her Chamber, leaving the Garden - 
door open; ſhe had alſo the Precaution to faſten Ei- 
ra's Sheets to the Bars of the Window, to make it ap- 
_ pear, as if ſhe had eſcaped that Way. Then having 
done all that was neceſſary for the better concealing the 
Truth, ſhe went to Bed, and waited patiently for the 
Hour in which it was her Cuſtom, to go into her Miſ— 
treis's Apartment. 

Tux unhappy Elvira was no ſooner ſafe in her Re- 
treat, than ſhe wrote to the Preſident ot the Council, 
the Siſter of Leonora having undertaken to get her Let- 
ter delivered to him, without his being able to diſcover 
by whoſe. Hand it was brought. In Effect, this Nun 
had a near Relation in his Family, to whom ſhe gave 
it, and he took the Opportunity, when the Room was 
free from Company, to lay it oa a Table, where he 
&new the Preſident muſt needs ſee it. | 

Dox Baithazar and Don Sebaſtian all this Time were 
not without Buſineſs ; the former more enflamed by the 
Difficulties he found in the obtaining Elvira, went di- 
rectly from her to the Preſident of the Council to en- 
treat he would not agree to any longer Delay in caſe 
Don Pedro ſhou'd require it; and to oblige him to exe- 
cute the King's Decree in fixing a Day for the Celebra- 
tion of the Nuptials; and having obtained an Aſſurance 
from him, that he would do as he deſired, he thought 
of nothing but taking the Advantages of thoſe Marks 
of Amity and Reſpect he received from the greateſt Part 
of the Kindred of Elvira, who, charmed with Jus 
Grandeur and good Fortune, looked on his Alliance as 
a great Favour. 

To 


1 

To comply with their Advances, he accepted the 
Invitation made him by Don Antonia de Silva, one of 
the neareſt Relations of Elvira, to a magnificent Feaſt 
at a Country Scat he had two Leagues diſtant from L/ 
bon, This Party of Pleaſure was on the next Day after 
that Converſation with Elvira, in which ſhe declared 
to him in ſo ſull a Manner, her Sentiments ; and on 


the Night of which ſhe executed her Deſign, to Which 


all Things ſeemed to contribute; for Don Sebaſtian be- 
ing informed of this Journey to Antonia de Silva's, 
thought he had now a convenient Opportunity to put in 
Practice what he had long before projected; and for 
that Reaſon, came not to Don Pedro's, for fear the diſ- 
cerning Elvira ſhould diſcover, in his Countenance, or 
{ome unguarded Word, what he was about to take in 
Hand. So, by both the Rivals being abſent, and her 
Uncle being free from Company, going early to Bed, 
ſhe was intirely free from Interruption. 

Tx vs Fortune brought to paſs three different Inci- 
dents in one Day. In the Morning, the Preſident of 
the Council found the Letter of Eknra, without being 
able to gueſs by what Means it came upon his Table; 
he opened it immediately, and found it contained thele 
Words: 


To the Preſident of ihe Council. 


« My Lord, 
60 HE unjuſt Violence offered to my Inclinations 
6 in forcing me to give to Don Balthazar de Lama 
* a Faith already ſolemnly promiſed to Don Sebaſtian de 
** $24, obliges me to retire for ever from the World. — 
have tried all Sorts of Ways before I came to this 
*« Extremity ; but ſince nothing can ſoften the Hearts of 
my Perſecutors, and they pretend to compel me to 
«« violate all Laws, both Human and Divine, I throw 
«« myſelf into the Protection of him, from whom alone 
they durſt not. tear me. ——Accuſe no Perſon of my 
Flight, I have too much Intereſt in being concealed to 
*« conhde the Secret in any one; and whatever ſearch 
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«© may be made for me, the Place of my Retirement 


« will never be diſcovered, but by the Report of my 
«« Death, or the Liberty of diſpoſing my Hand. 


ELVIRA DE ZUARES, 


WHILE the Preſident of the Council was reading 
this Letter, all the Houſe of Don Pedro was in Contu- 
ſion : Leonora going pretty late into the Chamber of 
Elvira, followed by her other Women, ſent forth the 
moſt piercing Cries on not finding her ; and ſome of the 
others perceiving the Sheets faitened to the Windows, 
ſeconded her with ſo much Vehemence, that not only 
Don Pedro himſelf, but all the Family were attracted 
by their Clamours: His Surprize was extremely great, 
but on queſtioning Leo tara, ſhe play'd her Part ſo | well, 
that he had not the leaſt Suſpicion ſhe was privy to the 
Intentions of his Niece. 

Tuns News was immediately ſpread through the 
vihole City, and confirmed by the Letter which the 
Preſident of the Council had received, and which, in 
luis Aﬀtoniſhment, he had read to ſeveral Perſons who 
happened to be with him when he ſaw it on the 
Fable. All the conſiderable Gentlemen of Listan ran 
to the Houſe of Don Podro; and the common Opinion 
among them was, that ſhe was gone with Don Sebaſtian 
de Suxa; on Which they all went to his Palace, where 
they found Donna Catherina de Mendoce, his Mother, 
who ſwore to them, that her Son had not been from 
home that Night, nor the Day before, but that he 
went out on horie-back, early in the Morning, and un- 
attended. 

THis was —_ to confirm the Suſpicions they 
before had entertained, and every one formed different 
Judgments on this Action; ſome were eager to find 
him and Elvira, in order to make their Court to La- 
2a, by reſtoring his Miſtreſs to him; and others, com- 
paſſionating the Fate of theſe Lovers, reſolved to fol- 
low, in hope of aſſiſting him, in caſe he ſhou'd be met 
by the other Party, and attacked. Among theſe laſt 
Was Don Pear, who was perſuaded, as well as the 


reſt, 
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reſt, that by ſeeing the one, they ſhou'd alſo find the 
other. Thus they all ſeparated, and every one took a 
different Way, each flattering himſelf with the Hope of 
being ſucceſsful in his Search. 

Bur the unfortunate Sebaſtian, little imagining that his 
Abſence cauſed all this 'Trouble, — Love, Ha- 
tred and Revenge, being informed that Don Balthazar 
wou'd quit the Houſe of Antonio de Silva that Morning, 
was gone to meet him in his Return, with the Deſign ei- 
ther of taking his Life or loſing his own. He attended 
not long, before he ſaw him followed but by three or four 
Servants : Suxa immediately rode up to him, and having 
ſaluted him in a pretty fierce Manner; Don Ba/thazar, 
ſaid he to him, I have ſomething very important to com- 
municate to you: Are you a Man capable of hearing me? 
Yes, and of anſwering you too, rephed Lama, in the ſame 
Tone. Then perceiving what the Buſineſs was he had 
with him, he made a Sign to his People not to follow; 
and without any farther Speech, they both ſpurred their 
Horſes out of Sight, then alighting both at the ſame 
Jime, jumped into a little Valley, defended by a huge 
Mountain on the Side next the Road. 

THe mutual Fury they had conceived againſt each 
other, allowed them not the Power or Leiſure to ex- 
plam themſelves by Words ; but Deeds ſufficiently ex- 
preſſed the Emotions of their Hearts. They diicharged. 
their Piſtols over their Heads; then, with an equal, 
Alacrity and Addreſs, flew on each other with Sword 
in Hand. Both young, vigorous, and of great Courage, 
the Combat cou'd not but be terrible, the Equality of 
their Forces made the Advantage a long Time diſputed ; 
Lama, however, was the firſt that was wounded, and 
Suxa, by aiming rather to ofiend his Adverſary than 
defend himſelf, ſoon after received the other's Sy, ord 
in his Arm: But the Sight of their Blood ſerved only 
to augment their Rage, and one or both muſt certainly 
have become the Triumph of Death, if Don A970 
de Silva, with the reſt of the Company, whom Bal- 
thazar had left at his Houſe, had not been brought 
ta the Aſſiſtance of Lama, by his Servants ; who eatily 
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imagined for what Reaſon he had gone apart with a 
ſtrange Cavalier, tho' they doubted not it was Don 
Sebaſtian de Suza. 

Tux x arrived juſt as the Arm of each was lifted up 
to give the other a mortal Blow, and had the good For- 
tune to be ſwift enough to prevent the intended Miſ- 
chief. In fine, they ran between thefe incenſed Anta- 
goniſts, and compelled them, unwillingly, to ſeparate. 

In that Inſtant Don Pedro, and ſome others who had 
taken the ſame Road, in Purſuit of Don Sebaſtian, as 
the Partaker of Elvira's Flight, came up to them, 
attracted by the * Swords, and the Noiſe of 
the Horſes belonging to Don Antonio and his Company. 

Tais Spectacle, which they ſo little expected, threw 
them into the utmoſt Conſternation; the Friends of Don 
Sebaſtian encompaſſed him with drawn Swords, as reſo- 
lute to defend or to revenge him; thoſe of Lama did 
the ſame by him: But Don Pears and Don Autonio acted 
with ſo much Prudence in mediating the Matter, that. 
the two Parties durſt undertake nothing againſt each 
other ; and the one carried away Lama and the other 
Sura, to their ſeſpective Palaces. 

Dox Pedro cou'd not diſpenſe with himſelf from pay- 
mg ſome. Civilities to Don B2/thazar, aſſuring him, 
that he had a ſenfible Regret for his Adventure; and 
at the ſame Time told him the Loſs of Elvira; and 
teſtified ſo great a Freedom in all his Words and Beha- 
viour to him, that it was impoſſible for the other not to 
give Faith to what he ſaid. But the News of Elvira's 
Flight put him in ſo great a Rage, that he had ſcarce 
Patience to wait till the Surgeons had dreſſed his 
Wounds, for demanding Vengeance on the Raviſher, 
whom he doubted not was Suza, and reſolved to accuſe 
him as ſuch. 3 

However, Don Pedro having joined this unfor- 
tunate Lover, of whom his Friends took the ſame 
Care, as the others had done of Lama, ſoon found in 
him ſuch Marks of profound Melancholy, as made 
him preſently imagine him innocent of what was laid 
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to his Charge. But to be more aſſured, Don Sebaſttan,. 


ſaid he, I know not how to blame a Combat, which 
Honour ſeems to have exacted from you; but 1 am ex- 
tremely ſorry you ſhou'd caſt ſo great a Blemiſh on your 


own Honour and that of E/vira, as to perſuade her to. 


fly her Family. It is an Injury to her Reputation 
which I can never forgive, unleſs you make Reparation 
for it, by immediately reſtoring her. | 

Me ! cry'd Don Sebaſtian, me do you accuſe of hav- 
ing carried away Elvira ah ! my Lord, what Tidings 


do you tell me, and how unjuſt are your Sufpicions ! 


Not only Don Pedro, but all preſent were now convinced 
of the Truth of what he ſaid ; he teſtified his Surprize 


and Inquietude with too much Sincerity, for any one to. 


believe him guilty. 


As they had ſtopt at a Village till his Wounds were 
dreſſed, he was in the utmoſt Impatience to get on 
Horſe-back, in order to make ſearch through Liſbon 
for Eluira: His Friends wou'd fain have perſuaded him 


to conceal himſelf rather in ſome Place from the Pur- 
ſuits of his Rival; but he was not of a Temper to fly 
his Enemy, and obliged them to conduct him to his 
Palace, where he was received by Donna Catherina 
de Mendoce, with ſuch "Tranſports of Grief, that the 
moſt violent Emotions of Nature alone cou'd render 
excuſable. This tender Mother, who foreſaw the 
Flight of Elvira, joined to the late Combat with Don 
Balthazar, wou'd involve her Son in numberleſs Dan- 
gers, cou'd not withhold -her Tears, nor moderate her 
'Terrors. Don Pedro and all his Friends, who were 
ſtrongly perſuaded Elvira had taken this Step without 


his Knowledge, and merely to avoid being given to a. 


Man ſhe deteſted, conjured her to be eaſy, and permit 
them to plead his Cauſe. But, alas ! it was now too 
late; Lama, who came to Len as ſoon as they, went 
immediately to the Preſident of the Council, whom he 
informed of this Affair, and painted in Colours ſv black, 
that the Miniſter, had he been leſs inclinable to ſerve 
him, cou'd not diſpenſe with ſending an Order to ar- 


zeſt Szza the lame Day. Thus, while they were talk- 
| ing, 
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g, the Officers came in; and, in ſpite of Juſtice; or 
the Tears of his Mother, he was hurried away to Pri- 
ſon, and guarded with the utmoſt Strianeſs. 

As his good Qualities made him univerſally beloved, 
the greateit Lords in the Kingdom appeared i in his be- 
half; Don Pedro himſelf invoked Heaven and Earth to 
ſave him from the Malice of his Rival : And what be- 
tween the Gricf for his Misfortune, and the Impoſſibility 
there appeared of diſcovering the Retreat of his Niece, 
he was perfectly inconſolable. 

In the mean Time, the unfortunate Elvira de Zunres 
being informed by Leoncra of every thing that paſſed, 
was in a Condition, which it wou'd be very difficult to 
deſcribe ; and when at laſt ſhe received News that 
Sebaſtian was treated as an Aſſaſſin and a Raviſher, and 
that they talked of no leſs than cutting off his Thea, 
ſhe had ſcarce any ' Senſe remaining, but that of her 
Misfortune : However, endeavouring to recover herſelf, 
as much as poſſible, from the Lethargy of her Grief, ſhe 
began to reflect, that if ſhe-diſcovered her Retreat, it 
wou'd be the Means to clear his Innocence. And, in 
this Thought ſhe wrote to the Preſident of the Council: 
Don Pedro and her own Friends were the laſt the ac- 
quainted with the Secret; but when ihe did, and ſuf- 
fered them to ſee her, and had fully let them know the 
whole Truth of her Departure, ſhe conjured them to 
employ all their Cares to ſave Sebaſtian 8 Life. 

Bur the Council of Spain having been mformed of 
- the Adventure according to the Report of Lama only, 
ſent Orders to the Preſident at Lin, to do immediate 
Juſtice ; but as he was alſo of his Party, and the Deſign 
of Suza's Enemies being to take his Lite, if poſſible, 
by Form of Law, in ſpite of the Witneſſes of the Com- 
bat between him and Balthazar, and the Proteſtations 
of Elvira, that he was entirely ignorant of her Flight, 
he was ſtill. proceeded againſt, on the Indictments of 
Rape and Aftaſſination-: T hey had already interrogated 
Don Sebaſtian ſeveral Times, but it was only a Forma- 
lity, and in ſome Sort to oratify the Solicitations of his 
Family, his Friends, and the Tears of his Mother, Who 


was every Day at the Feet of the Judges. But the Con- 
clulion 
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cluſion being determined among themſelves, they did 
not pretend to give theſe diſconfolate Perſons and Hope 
of acquitting him, and they were now expecting to hear 
the Sentence of his Death pronounced, when Donna 
Elvira ſeeing there was no Way but one to preſerve a 
Lite ſo dear to her, after having endured the moſt cruel 
Combat between the Paſſion ſhe had for him, and the 
Horror of his Death, determined rather to ſacrifice 
herſelf, than let him ſuffer. The Time now preſſed, 
the fatal Moment was approaching ; therefore ſtrength- 
ening her Reſolution in as ſwift Degrees as his Danger 
augmented, ſhe ſent to defire Don Balthazar wou'd 
come to her. Leonora, Who was informed of her De- 
ſign, and charged with this Commiſſion to him, per- 
ceiving he heſitated whether he ſhou'd comply or not, 
told him poſitively, that the Life of her Miſtreſs de- 
r on his immediate Anſwer; and that if he de- 
ayed Obedience to this Summons, he might, perhaps, 
never ſee her but in her Tomb. On this, he was pre- 
vailed on to go, tho' with a Coldneſs which almoſt diſ. 
tracted this faithful Confidant. 

He found the lovely Eluira in a Situation, ſuch as he 
cou'd not hinder himſelf from being touched with ; pale, 
languiſhing, abaſhed, her Eyes drowned in Tears, but ſtill 
ſo beautiful with all this, that it was impoſſible to ſee her 
without loving her. My Lord, ſaid ſhe, as ſoon as ſhe ſaw 
him enter, and forcing down the Sighs which were ready 
to interrupt her 1 tis no longer the inexorable, the 
fierce Elvira, the Elvira who had the Boldneſs to conſtrain 
you not to love her, that now ſpeaks to you 'tis 
the ſubmiſſive, the dying Elvira, who intreats your Pardon 
for an illuſtrious Unfortunate, and who, to purchaſe his Lite, 
is ready to give you her Heart and her Faith Yes, 
my Lord, continued ſhe, ſave Don Sebaſtian, and I 
ſwear to be yours -———- If it be true, that Love has 
any Part in the Addrefſes you have made me, prove 1t 
to me by this Action, which is juſt, as well as generous. 
l know you have the Power, his Judges are 
wholly influenced by you, and act only as you wou'd 
have them. Triumph then over your Reſent- 
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ment, if you think it any happineſs te triumph over 
my Heart: What I now beg, may ſeem a Proof of my 
Tenderneſs for your Rival, but it is alſo one of my 
Eſteem for you, ſince I am certain, you wou'd hereafter 
condemn yourſelf for what you now ſo eagerly purſue : 


This is the laſt Teſtimony I ſhall ever give of my 
unhappy Paſſion for him; and it is the firſt | ever ex- 
acted of yours. In fine, my Lord, can you pretend to 
love the unfortunate Ekuira de Zuares, vet fee her thus 
without Compaſhon ? s there any Need of ſeeing 
me in this Poſture to grant what I implore? With theſe 
Words ſhe threw herſelf at his Fect, with her Face all 
covered with Tears. 

Au! Madam, cry'd Don Balthazar, immediately 
1 what a Spectacle do you offer to the Eyes 
of a Man who adores you? — How glorious is the 
Fate of Suxa, and how deplorable is mine, who cannot 
obtain your Hand, but by my Endeavours to ſave a 
Life, which, perhaps, may make mine for ever miſe- 
rable !————-PBut, continued he, you are not to be re- 
ſiſted the Bleſſing you offer me, overſways all other 
Conſiderations ——TI will try if it be poſſible to make 
— think me worthy of you—————Deceive not my 

opes, and I will fly to accompliſh yours. 

No, my Lord, replied ſhe, giving him her Hand, I 
call Heaven to witneſs the Sincerity of my Words. She 
had no ſooner ſpoke this, than Don Balthazar, tranſ- 
ported with Love and Joy, kiſſed her with the utmoſt 
Ardency, and then departed, knowing there was no 
Time to loſe in a Juncture ſo preſſing. He was no 
ſooner gone, than E/vira, quite overcome with the Vio- 
lence ſhe had done herſelf, fell into a Swoon in the Arms of 
Leonora: All the Siſterhood was called to her Aſſiſtance ; 
but tho” they uſed their utmoſt Endeavours, it was near 
two Hours before they cou'd bring her to herſelf. 

A vioLEnT Fever ſucceeded this Fainting ; but ſhe 
wou'd not ſuffer herſelf to be put to Bed, fearing Don 
Balthazar wou'd look on her Indiſpoſition, as a Feint 
to elude the Promiſe ſhe had made to him. Don Pedro, 
who was ſent for to ſee her, found her ſo changed, 
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that he was alarmed, but heard what ſhe had done with 
a Joy, which was the greater, by its being ſo little ex- 
pected ; he gave a thouſand Praiſes to the Strength of 
her Reſolution, and begg'd ſhe wou'd take care of her- 
ſelf, in order to perform her Promiſe. 

I 8#ALL think little of my own Life, anſwered ſhe, 
till I am aſſured of that of Don Sebaſtian. She then 
deſired nothing might be ſpoken of her IIlneſs, and 
Don Pedro finding her thus deſperate, was obliged to 
conſtrain her to take the Remedies neceſſary for her Re- 
covery. 

LAMA, however, who in his Heart knew the Inno- 
cence of Suza, and who ſaw Elvira arrived at the Point 
he wiſhed, deferred not his Sollicitations for this un- 
happy Rival. His Power was too conſiderable with the 
Council, for him, without Difficulty, to ſave the Man, 
his Intereſt alone had brought ſo near Deſtruction. Every 
'Thing now changed Face, other Colours were put upon 
his AQ 
Aſlaſſination ; and the cruel Sentence of Death, which 
was juſt ready to be given, was converted into an Or- 
der for ſetting Sebaſtian at Liberty, on this condition, 
that he ſhou'd be baniſhed to one of his own Lands in 
the Country. 

Bur this new Decree, at the Deſire of Lama, was 
kept ſecret till after his Marriage with Elvira de Zua- 
res was conſummated. To aſſure that beautiful Lady 
that ſhe had nothing to fear for the Life of Sebaſtian, he 
obliged the Preſident of the Council to ſhew the Order 


to Donna Catherina de Mendoce; but exacting a Promiſe 


from her to conceal the whole Matter till after the Nup- 
tials of Don Balthazar de Lama. This Lady having 
been told, ſhe owed the Life of her Son only to the 
vacrifice the young Zuares made of her Hand, found it 
highly neceſſary to comply with their Injunctions, of 
ſpeaking nothing of the Matter ; and furthermore, of her 
own Accord, deſired Don Seba/tiarn might not be permit- 
ted to go out of Priton till the Ceremony was performed ; 
judging, that if ſo great a Misfortune, as the intire Loſs 
of Elvira, ſhou'd reach his Ears, he wou'd not be able 

to 
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to refrain himſelf from ſome Action or other, that might 
involve him in freſh Troubles. 

Tuis laſt Proof, however, of EAvira's Tenderneſs for 
her Son, touched her in ſo lively a Manner, that ſhe 
ran immediately to her, thanking her in the moſt en- 
dearing Terms, for the important Service ſhe had done 
her Family. This amiable Lady, who had been in- 
formed by Don Balthazar of all that had paſſed con- 
cerning this Aſtair, and expected not to hear it from 
the Mouth of Donna Catherina de Mende, cou'd not 
ſee her without a Grief too great to be expreſſed ; They 
embraced each other a thouſand Times, Donna Cathe- 
rina called her by no other Name than her dear Davgh- 
ter, her lovely Daughter; and Elvira burſting into a 
Torrent of ungovernable Tears, ſaid, ſhe had now no 
longer the Conſolation of hoping ever to call her 
Mother. 

Tuixk not ſo, my dear Elvira, reply'd Donna Ca- 

therina, Heaven is too juſt to deprive me always of that 
Bleſſing: Your Cares, your Sincerity, your Generoſity, 
will find a Recompence when leaſt you hope it ; and 
ſince you cannot be happy but with my Son, depend 
upon it, you will one Day be re- united. 
Als ! reſumed Elvira, it is no longer permitted 
me even to wiſh it— a ſevere Duty oppoſes my moſt 
innocent Deſires No, Madam, no, Madam, con- 
tinued ſhe, all that Exceſs of tender Paſſion which from 
my Infancy I was taught to cheriſh, muſt now, in a 
Moment, be extinct for ever - I live, and Syza 
lives ; but we muſt meet no more, muſt love no more, 
and even to remember that Love is now a Crime in me, 
which, though impoſſible to avoid, I muſt endeavour. 

THrs Reflection made the Tears pour down afreſh 
from both; but Donna Catherina, whoſe Aſſurance of 
the Life of her dear Son ſomething moderated the 
Grief for the unhappy Cataſtrophe of his Love, con- 
ſoled her the beſt ſhe was able: But finding that her 
Preſence and Diſcourſe but ſerved the more to remind 
her of her Misfortune, rofe up to take leave, and ha- 
ving embraced her for the lat Time, Adieu, my dear 

Etwuira, 
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Elvira, ſaid ſhe, you are too worthy of a better Fate, for 
you not to hope it. I will not preſs you to a Remembrance 
of us, I know your Virtue forbids it; but ours will never 
ſuffer us to forget you, and what you have done for us. 

I sHaLL always think with Pleaſure on the Marks 
you have given me of your Friendſhip, reply'd Ekuira, 
whatever I do on thoſe of Don Sebafizan : But all the 
Favour I have now Permiſſion to implore of you, is to 
employ all your Power, your Eloquence, your Tender- 
neis, for the Conſolation of that once dear Man, that 
he may be prevailed upon to preſerve a Life for which 
I have ſacrificed all the Peace of mine. | 

WiTtH theſe Words they parted, unable to ſupport 
longer ſo melancholy a Converſation. Don Balthazar 
arrived ſome Moments after, accompanied by Don Pedro 
and ſeveral others of the firſt Quality. The Articles of 
Marriage were drawn up and ſigned by both Parties that 
Day, and thoſe magmiſicent Freparations defigned for 
the Nuptials of Don Sehojizen, ſerved for thoſe of Lama, 
„ hich was celebrated the next Morning with all ĩmagina- 
ble Pomp. The forrowful Zvira quitted not her Re- 
treat, but to be conducted to the Altar, and from thence 
to the Palace of her Huſband. During the whole Courſe 
of this Ceremony ſhe appeared the deplorable Victim of 
Love and Duty; her proſound Melancholy plainly de- 
ncted the cruel Situation of her Soul: But her Reſolu- 
tion in ſupporting this ſad Reverſe of Fate, without 
ſhedding one Tear, or ſpeaking one Word that cou'd 
give an Umbrage to him whoie now ſhe was, was a 
Proof of the moſt elevated Virtue and Fortitude. 

In the mean time Don Sebaſſian, who, for more 
than ten Days, in which all theſe Things had hap- 
per.cd, heard not the leaſt News, but by the Interro- 
ratories which had been put to him, judged that his 
Penh was certain, cou'd not conceive the Reaſon that 
both his Friends and Enemies ſeemed to have ſo forgot 
him. In the whole Courſe of his Impriſonment he 
had felt no Inquietude but for Elvira, and what was 
become of her; but not doubting, that her Flight was 
only to preſerve herſelf for him, he grieved not _— 
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for being ignorant of her Retreat, ſince he imagined his 
Rival equally fo, and that he wou'd not receive any Ad- 
vantage from the Sentence he ſhou'd cauſe to be pro- 
nounced againſt him. He admired her Conſtancy, her 
Fidelity, her Reſolution, and ſpeaking to himſelf, as tho' 
ſhe had been preſent, thanked her a thouſand Times in a 
Day for the Proof ſhe gave him of her Tenderneſs, and 
ſaid he was content to die, fince he was certain, ſhe wou'd 
never give herſelf to the Arms of another. 

Bur when the Time was elapſed, in which he ex- 
pected they wou'd determine either for his Liberty or 
Death, he began to be agitated with more diſturbed 
Emotions ; he thought it the utmoſt Severity of Fate 
to ſend him from the World, without knowing ſome- 
thing of the Condition of Elvira: He tried ail Manner 
of Ways to tempt the Guards to ſuffer a Valet de Cham- 
bre, who was the only perſon permitted to ſtay with 
him, to go out; but their Orders were ſo ſtrict, that 
nothing wou'd prevail; and when he aſked them any 
Queſtions concerning himſelf, or what they heard Peo- 
ple fay concerning this Adventure and Confinement, 
they either anſwered not at all, or in ſuch a Manner, 
that he cou'd make nothing of what they ſpoke ; and 
this Reſerve, which he ealily perceived was affected, 
making him imagine ſomething worſe than Death was 
intended for him, threw him into Agitations, ſuch as 
food in need of all his Courage to endure, without be- 
mg guilty of any Word. or Action that cou'd be termed 
extravagant. ; 

He was in this cruel Uncertainty and Suſpence, 
when, on the twentieth Night of his Impriſonment, 
and the firſt of the Marriage of Elvira, he heard his 
Chamber-door open, and immediately ſaw his Mother 
Donna Catherina de Menioce enter, preceded by a great 
Number of Flambeaux, and followed by four of his 
neareſt Kindred, 

Mr Son, ſaid ſhe, giving him her Hand, the King 
is made ſenſible of your Innocence, and is pleaſed to 
reſtore you to your Liberty; follow me, and 1 will 
:ntorm you ct tae reſt in a Place leſs dreadful. Suza, 
| hon: 
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whom the Diſcontents of his Mind wou'd not ſuffer to 
ſleep, was not in Bed, and required little Preparation to 
obey her ; he made no other Reply than a low Bow, 
and with an Air which teſtiſied more of Surprize than 
Joy at this ſudden Turn of Fate, went with her into her 
Coach, and the others accompanied them on Horſe- 
back : But they had not gone far, before perceiving 
that they took a Way which conducted them out of 
the Town, Where is it you carry me, Madam, faid 
he? Am I to hear nothing of Eur? Why is not Don 
Pedro with you? Do they know where we are going ? 
Shall we find them at the Place to which you are con- 
veying me ? Don Sebaſtian, reply'd his Mother, you 
ſhall know all theſe Things in Lime; but I cannot ſa- 
tisfy you entirely, till we are arrived at the Country- 
Seat of my Brother Don Lewis de Mendoce ; it is there 
we are going; content yourſelf tiil then, with bein 
informed that Elvira is well, at Liſbon, and that it is to 
her alone you owe your Life. Important Reaſons, 
which you will ſoon be acquainted with, oblige you to 
leave the City for ſome time. This is all 1 can tell 
you at preſent ; but calm your Diſorders, give a Truce 
to Curiofity, and diſturb not the Pleaſure I feel in ſeeing 
you delivered from a Condition which had almolt given 
me my Death. 

Do S:baſtian, whom this Diſcourſe involved in new 
Perplexities, omitted nothing which he thought might 
oblige her to a more full Diſcovery of this Affair; but 
her Reſolution was firm againſt all his Sollicitations, 
knowing too well his Temper to truſt him with the 
dreadful Secret, till ſhe ſhou'd be aſſured his Perſon was 
ſecured in a Place whence he cou'd not well remove to 
bring himſelf into a ſecond Trouble of the Kind he was 
but juſt relieved from. As the Houſe of Don Lexis was 
but a League from Liſbon, ſhe made choice of that for 
his Retreat, till his Affairs were regulated, and ſhe had 
brought him to ſubmit to his Exile, by the Time pre- 
fixed, which was no more than four Days after the 
Time of his Enlargement; and that but on condition 
he ſhou d not appear in Liſbon. | 
As 
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As they went very ſwift, they ſoon arrived at the 
Houſe of Don Lewis de Mendoce, who apprized of their 
Arrival, came out of his Gates to receive them with a 
numerous Company, all Suza's Kindred or near Friends. 
The firſt Moments were paſſed in reciprocal Carefles 
and Congratulations on this happy Change of his Sen- 
tence : After which, Don Lewis de Menace, who was 
a venerable old Nobleman, and greatly reſpected by 
Don Sebaſtian, as having had the Care of him ſince the 
Death ot his Father, made him and Donna Catherina 
go with him into his Cloſet, and after tenderly embra- 
cing him, Don Sebaſtian, faid he, you have hitherto ſo 
well maintained the Honour of your Family, that 1 
flatter myſelt you never will ſwerve from it. One Ac- 
tion, which I cannot but call a brave one, has made 
you very near loſing your Life; now, one of Fortitude 
muſt preſerve it I have a terrible Blow to give 
you, but the more Pain it gives you, the more your 
Courage and Reſolution will be teſtified in ſupporting 
it. Elvira lives, but muſt be dead to you you 
muſt think of her no more ſhe has given away her- 
iclt to fave you in fine, ſhe has exchanged Felicity 
for Milery ; ſhe has renounced all that is dear to her, 
and einbraced what is moſt deteſtable to her; and for 
the Sake of Saga, lias yielded to be the Wife of Lama. 

I do not ſay you mult altogether extinguiſh the Ten- 
derneſs you have for her; I will not tell you that a Pal- 
non, Auwerer it may appear laudable to the Mind that 
harbours it, is ſhameful and criminal, when it paſſes the 
Bounds preſcribed by Law ; that 1s the ordinary Lan- 
guage of Men of my Years to thoſe of yours: But [ 

am of a different Way of thinking, and ſhou'd tax you 
with Ingratitude, if you ſhou'd ceaſe to love Ea 
after ſuch a Service [ wou'd have you love 
her, but with a Love diſcreet, reſpeQtul, and ſenſible 
of the Favour ſhe has done you. -But above all 
I wou'd have you obedient to her Commands, com- 
pliable to her Deſires, which join to enforce you to 
take care of a Life, which has colt her ſo dear, and 
which you cannot throw away without being ungraàteſul 
to 
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to her. Then, added he, if after what I have ſaid can 
have any Weight with you, I wou'd have you weigh the 
Shame of dyin Fenz Scaffold, with the Grief ot Joting 
a Miſtreſs ; and your Glory will certainly ſo far triumph 
over your Deſpair, as to prevent you from committing any 
Extravagance which may reduce you to that Fate. 

Tusk laſt Words were ſcarce intelligible to the un- 
fortunate Sebaſtiam, an univerſal Shivering ran through 
all his Frame, a death. like Paleneſs ſpread itſelf over 
his Face; and in ſpite of all his Courage, he fell, 
without Senſe or Motion, into the Arms of Bon Lewis, 
who perceiving his Countenance change, ran to him to 
ſupport him : He was immediately put into a Bed ; but, 
in ſpite of all the Remedies they applied, he recovered 
not his Senfcs in many Hours ; and when he did, he 
made no other uſe of them, than to utter {ſuch Lamen- 
tations as drew Tears from the Eyes of all who were 
Witneſſes of them. 

Doxxa Catherina, his Mother, ſat on the Bed-fde, 
and, by a thouſand ter.der Careſſes and conſolatory Dif- 
courſes, exhorted him to Patience, and a Reſignation to 
that which vas evidently the divine Will: It was jul 
Midnight when he came out of Prifon, and near nine 
in the | Morning before they cou'd obtain from him c::e 
reafonable Word, or in the leaſt, be able to calm the 
{Urious Diſorders of his Soul; in fine, all the Argu- 
ments that cou'd be urged to him, ſerved rather to 172 
ment than abate his Affliction, and he entreated ! 
nught be leit alone: The Phyſicians themſelves, AY: 
were ſent for on the account of his fainting, finding 
him in a high Fever, forbid that he ſhou'd hold nurn 
Diſcourſe. Ev ery body, thereſore, retir.d, leaving none 
with him but a Valet de Chambre named Alvarez, ha 
was the ſame that was with him in P rifon, and in who: 
he had an entire Conhdence. 

Wurx he found himſelf at liberty to give a looſe u 
his Paſſions, without Witneſſes; Alwarcz, ſaid he, in a 
one which denoted more Vigour than his preſent Con- 
dition ſeemed to permit, I am reſolved to die, but 1 
vou'd do it in the Preſence of Kr 1 

| BY IV. # N 2 bo 


4 — — 


47 — — 


— 
— OT ts n a — » - "AS 


— 


— ” 


1 1 


— —̃ — — p 


— - a 


ICI 
— 


— - 
FRE. SES "3d 


———— — — 


— — 


_——— 


« — 


— 


Et” EN At 2 — — 


C206 3 - 

muſt therefore go to Ln; if thy Love and Fidelity 
to me be equal to thy Pretenſions, afiiſt me with the 
Means. Alvareg, extremely ſurprized at this Deſign, 
{aid every thing that Reaſon cou'd inſpire to diſtuade 
bim; on which, Don Sevaftian frarted from his Bed in 
the utmoſt Fury, and holding a Ponyard to his Breaſt, 
told him, if he refuſed to give him willingly this Token 
of his Attachment, he wou'd make him obey him 
through Fear. Alvarez then not doubting but he wou'd 
proceed to ſome deſperate Act, promiſed to do as he 
deſired, The Queſtion was then, how to get cut of 
Don Lewis's Houſe unperceived, and where to procure 
Horſes with ſuch Privacy, that none of the Family 
might be informed of their. Intention; but Awaresx be- 
ing prevailed upon to come into his Maſter's Meaſures, 
undertook for the reſt; and the Part Don Sebaſian had 
to act was, only to counterfeit a Mitigation of thoſe 
Troubles which now raged with greater Violence than 
ever. The faithſul Afvarez exactly performed what 
was given to his Charge, and the Deſire of fecing 
Elvira, and expiring at her Feet, had more Effect 
on Sebaſſian, for the Recovery of his Health, than all 
the Remedies preſcribed to him by the Phyficians. 

FixpixG himſelf much better the next Day, he roſe, 
and having made A/varez dreſs bim, he went to the 
Apartment of Donna Catherina : Madam, ſaid he to 
her, I come to entreat your Pardon for the Weakneſs I 
have been guilty of before you, and hope, that as you 
know the Exceſs of my Love, and how greatly 1 have 
loſt in loſing the incomparable Elvira, you will think 
it merits ſome Excuſe. I own I am in Deſpair, but I 
have yet Fortitude to heat all the Ills that Fortune can 
inflict ; therefore, come to learn from you what yet re- 
mains to be told of my Misfortune, and to know in what 
Faſhion I am now to proceed. 

You muſt hve, my Son, anſwered ſhe haſtily, Elvira 
begs it of you, I command you, and Honour obliges 
vou to do ſo. Then ſhe related all the Particulars 
that had paſied ſince the Day of his Combat with 
Don Balthazar, and the Conditions of his Life and 
Liberty 
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Liberty. He cou'd not hear this Recital without Ago- 
nies of Spirit, which it is utterly impoſſible to deſcribe, 
But he dillembled them the beſt he cou'd, in order to 
prevent any Suſpicion of the Reſolution he had taken, 
and told Donna Catherina, that he was ready to obey in 
every thing that either herſelf or the Council ſhou'd or- 
dain: She then told him, that two Days were yet to 
come from the Time prefixed ; that ſhe wou'd have him 
remain with Don Lewis till the Expiration, and that as 
his Lands were far of, ſhe might, peradventure, obtain 
ſome Days to be added for the Re-eſtabliſhmeat of his 
3 beſore he took ſo long a Journey. He appeared 
intirely ſubmiſſive to every thing, and ſeemed ſo little 
deſirous of ever ſeeing EA or Liſben any more, that 
neither this careful Mother nor Don Levis had the leaf 
Suſpicion of his deceiving them: They loſt all the 
Fears they had been in, of his enterprizing any thing 
againſt Don Balthazar, and thought of nothing more 
than diverting his Melancholy, w hile he remained with 
them ; and hoped, that afterwards Change of Place and 
Variety of Objects would eraſe the unhappy part of his 
Adventures intirely out of his Mind. 

PrRCEIVING he was pretty well recovered, Donna 
Catherina laboured not to gain more Time; and the 
fourth Day being fixed for his Departure, a great 
Number of his Kindred, Allies, and Friends, were pre 
paring to accompany him ſome Part of the Way. But 

the Night before, Alvarez being provided himſelf of 
two great Horſes, and a Key that wou'd open the Park- 

Gate, they went out without any Noiſe, mounted their 
Horſes, and were in Lion ſome Hours before Day- 
break: They went to the Houſe of a Kinſman of AI. 
warez, a Perſon in whom that faithful Domeſtic knew 

he cou'd conſide; and there Don Sebaſtian lay conccal- 
ed, while he endeavoured to ſpeak to Leonora. 

Tur Hour which Don Sebo/tian had ſet for his Depar- 
ture, was no {ooner arrived, and all his Friends and Kin- 
dred at the Gate attending him, than Donna Catherina ſent 
to his Apartment, to tell him every thing was ready: But, 
how great was her Aſtoniſhment, when inſtead of him, 

N. they 


— — 


* 
— 363 — PRE — 
—— - _ = - — — = . . — 
5 — . — — — 
PPP a „ —— 1 2 — — - = — 
R = — * hoy — * - — * 2 — — 


2212 — 


— — 


” a. ee —— — ̃ O———U— 2 2 — LP Is, 
: — —_— — : —_ 
— — ” 
8 2 pur ds —- 


_ — — 


a — 


0 


J 268 | 
they brought her a Letter which he had left on his Table, 
and directed to her ; the opencd it with the utmoſt Preci- 
pitation, and found 1t contained theſe Words : 


To my mot dear and honoured Mother Donna 
CaTHERINA DE MENDOCE. 


« Mapa, 
« (OINCE I am baniſhed Ln, it ought to be in- 
8 different to my Judges where 1 go, all Places are 


« equal to an Exile: But I think my own Lands, to 
« which you tell me they have confined me, are too 
«« near the Objects which torment me, ever to get them 
« from my Mind: I wou'd therefore at a greater diſ- 
* tance terminate a Lite,. which I cou'd not preſerve in 
„ any part of Portugal, without being more cruel to 
„ myſelf, than my worſt of Enemies have been. Par. 


© don this enforced Diſobedience in 


Your unfortunate Son, 


SLBASTIAN DE LASUu7a. 


Doxxa Catherina had no ſooner read this Letter. 
than ſhe communicated it to her Brother Don Lewy. 
and the reſt of their Kindred and Friends, who bold- 
ing Council on what was beſt to be done in this Affair, 
they were all of Opinion to conceal the Eſcape of Don 
Sebaſtian, becauſe if it ſhou'd be known he had done 
any thing ciandeſcine, it wou'd rale Sufpicion of his 
Conduct; and even tho' he ſhou'd really deſign to leave 
the Kingdom, and be gone to Les with that Intent. 
vet being found there, contrary to the Decree, he wou'd 
infallibly be arreſted a ſecond time; and if he had an; 
other leſs juſtifiable Deſign, yet ſtill it was beſt to leave 
him to his Fate, without intermeddling w ti it: But at 
the ſame time, they all reſolved to make ſtrict Search 
for him, tho' with the atmoft. Privacy: They added 


alſo, that Donna Catherina fhou'd take a If urney to 
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the Lands of her Son, as tho' to comfort him in his Ba- 
niſhment, while the other Party of them went to Leben, 
in order to diſcover if they cou'd hear _— thing of hum. 

Tuis Advice was too prudent not to be ollowed ; the 
Mother of * told all her Friends =; eqn rintancc, 
that ſhe deſigned in a ſhort time to vil.t her Son, wao 
was obliged tor a time to live in his own Territories in 
the Country : : Accordingly ſhe departed for that Place, 
vith a Smile on her Face, but the utinoſt Anguiſn in 
her Heart. As for Don Leꝛois and the reft, they went 
immediately to Lion, to begin their ſecret Inquim- 
tions. 

ALVAREZ in the mean time was endeavouring to 
meet Leaasra; but having loitered a long time about 
Don Batthazars Palace, Without ſeeing any Perſon of 

whom he durſt inquire for her, he was juſt bein ning 
to deſpair, en 2 perceived. her at a Lattice of a 
low Parlor-Vi indow, Wich jutted our to the Street: 
He made ſev PA Signs to her, which ihe did not pre- 
ſently obſerve, nor Cou'd recollget his Face; but advan- 


wy 
eing a on Nearer, it was impoſſib e for her not to 
know hi! : She V as ne 5 «> hittle zurp! ut at ſeeing him 


Ky 


but giving him to undarſtand ſhe wou'd return 29 gain 

elt the Window ; and ſoine Moments aſter he "4 W a 
Paper fall at his Feet, Which taking up, he found con- 
tained theſe Words; Go, and expect me at the Cha- 
£6 pel of St. 7/12, ”  Acwvarez, Wno fen to be ſeen 
by anv bod) that mig! »tt know him, made what haſte 
he cou'd away from that Place to the Cha apel, where he 
had not been above half an Hour, before he ſaw Leorora 
appear, wrapped up in her Veil: She went into an ob- 
{cure Tot, where * followed, and kneeling down by 
her, related to her the full of his Commiſſion, and 
painted, in the molt moving Colours, the Exceſs of his 
Malter's Deſpair, and the firm Reſolution he had taken 
to die at the Feet of Elvira. 

DisCREET Leancra, continnved he, I am periua, led 


that if he had an wr view with her, it migb 


} his Aran 15! oO 
change this dreadful Deſign; I therefore conjure you 


do PIocur? — by Y. Pam er to Witch he is ex- 
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poſed, by being in Lion, makes me tremble. 
There is no prevailing with him to leave it without 
having ſeen her, and he is capable of hazarding any 
thing, if ſhe refuſes this Condeſcenſion. 

 LEONORA was extremely perplexed at this Requeſt 
ſhe knew perfectly well, that her Miſtreſs wou'd never 
conſert tow hat he deſired: If it cou'd therefore be brought 
about, it muſt be without her Knowledge, and that cou'd 
not be accompliſhed without extreme Danger. She dif- 
covered all her Fears to Alvarez, in order to oblige him 
to uſe his utmoſt Efforts to diſſuade his Maſter from this. 
Enterprize. But he ſoon put an End to her Remons 
frances, by relating to her in what Manner Don Sebaffian 
had compelled him to join in it, and made her ſo well 
conceive the Deſpair in which this Refuſal would plunge 
him, that ſhe at length reſolved to ſatisfy him. She 
then told him, that Donna Elvira, who had been a little 
indiſpoſed before her Marriage, but had concealed it, 
becauſe ſhe wou'd not delay the Enlargement of Don Se- 
&-icn, was now ſo extremely ill, that ſhe kept her Bed: 
Ind this it is, ſaid ſhe, that facilitates my doing what 
you require, becauſe Don Balthazar lies in another 
Apartment, not to incommode her: I have, therefore, 
only to admit him in the Duſk of the Evening, at the 
Garden-Door ; but, continued ſhe, I wou'd have him 
vait with Patience in a little Arbour covered with Jeſſa- 
min, which he will find at the Entrance, till 1 find a 
proper Moment to introduce him. 

ALVAREZ having obtained this Promiſe quitted 
her with the higheſt Satisfaction, and ran to bear the 
News to Don Sebaſtian, who expected his Return with 
an equal Impatience. If he had been capable of 
Joy, the Hope of this dear Interview wou'd have given 
it him ; but the Motive which made him with it, was 
too fad to excite any pleaſing Emotions in his Soul. 
Sometimes abandoning kimſelt wholly to his Tender- 
neis, he conſidered Elxira as an Object before whom 
all Refentments ought to ceaſe ; he remembred the 
Violence ſhe had done herſelf, the exalted Proof ſhe had 
given of the moſt diſintereſted Affection, and _ un- 
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happy Fate ſhe had ſubmitted to, for the Preſervation of 
his 14. But when he reflected that his Rival enjoyed 
ail the Advantage of this Exceſs of Love, he grew quite 
{ertous, and ſaid ſuch Things, as nothing but a Grief 
ſuch as his cou'd be capable of exculing :. "He imagined 
nothing fo wretched as himſelf; but had he been witneſs 
of the cruel Moments Evra had paſſed ſince her Mar- 
riage, and the melancholy Reflections ſhe made on her 
Misfortune, he would owe found ſhe had © thouſand times 
more to complain of than himſelf. This charming Lady, 
who, while Sebaſtian was in danger, cou'd think "of no- 
thing but the means to deliver him, no ſooner had, by 
giving her Hand to Balthazar, ſet him free, and eaſed 
herſelf of the Fears ſhe was in on this account, then the 
State ſhe had entred into, preſented itſelf to her Mind, in 
all its Horrors. The Appr ehenſion of ſceing a Man die. 
who was dearer to her than Life, had made her blind to 
every thing that threatned herſeli, and in the "Tranſports 
of her Grief and her Deſpair, imagined ſhe cou'd, with- 
out much Dithculty, pa als her Days with one ſhe hated, 
for the Preſervation ot one ſhe ſo much loved. But when 
the Danger was over, ana when ſne knew he was living 
and at liberty, the Action which kad procured his De- 
liverance appeared in a different Light; ſhe looked on 
it now as criminal, and accuſed herfelf of Inconſtancy, 
and too great Precipitation began to imagine the Pan- 
ger of Sama not ſo great as ſhe Rad believed it was, and 
that ihe ought not to have violated the Promiſe ſhe had 
made to him; but on a greater Certainty, that nothing 
elſe cou'd have redeemed him. She regarded Don Ba/- 
thazar de Lama only as the Contriver of her Misfortune, 
and her Tyrant; and ſo dreadful were her Agitations, 
that ſhe ſtood in need of all her Courage to prevent hor 
from yielding to the moſt terrible Deipair. 

Bur if the Pangs the laboured under were ever ſo 
great, her Virtue was yet greater; and tho' for a time, 
he ſcemed to be ſubmitted to their Force, Religion, 

Piety, and Duty aſſiſted her in the end to overcome 
them; and, as ihe was the Wife of Lana, ſhe reſolved 
not only to uſe her utmoſt Efforts to baniſh Seba/e 
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tian from her Heart, but alſo to love the Man to whom 
Fate had allotted her, and to forget, as much as poſſible, 
that any other had ever been dear to her, 

Such a Reſolution, however, cou'd not be made with- 
put the moſt cruel Conflicts of Mind, which joined to the 
weak Condition to which her Griefs hed thrown her be- 
tore Marriage, fo ſeized on all her Spirits, that ſhe fell 
into a violent Fever the next Day after that in which ſhe 
had given her Hand to Balthazar. As ne was yet in the 
fir Tranſports her Poſlefion had afforded him, and look- 
ed on hiniſelf as the Author of her Indiſpoſition, he neg- 
lected nothing fer the R:covery of her Kicaith, that cou d 
be expected from the zuoſt tender Huſband. 

THe extraordinary Care he took of her, on this Oc- 
cafton, touched her in the moſt ſenſible manner; and 
being determined to quit all Ideas to his Prejudice, the 
teſtified the utmoſt Gratitude to him, entreatzd him not 
to leave her Chamber, aſſuring him, that her IIneſs 
was not conſiderable enough to oblige him to go into 
another Apartment, and that his Pretence contributed 
to her Cure : But he finding her much worſe than ihe 
was williug to make ſhew of, and not doubting but the 
Conſtraint ſhe put upon herſelf addea a double Force to 
her Diſtemper, refuſed her Demand, and came not into 


the Room, but at thoſe Hours when he knew he cou'd 


not incommode her, 

Tuo' the high Virtue and Wiſdom of Donna Ekira 
had made her act in this manner, ſhe cou'd not keep 
herſelf from finding a kind of Sweetneſs in the Liberty 
of talking freely to her dear Leonora : She commanded 
her never to ſpeak of Don Sebaj/izan to her, nor of thoſe 
Hopes ſhe had formerly entcrtuined on his ſcore, but 


to let nothing eſcape that Don Ba/thazar did to pleaſe 


her, and to entertain her continually with all that was 
valuable in him, in order to force her, as it were, 
to think of nothing but him. Theſe commands had 
been exactly performed by her Nurſe, who viiked 
nothing more than the Recovery of her Repoſe, and 
knew, that to love him was now the only nicans 
to obtain it. But the Arrival of Szza, having brought 
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to her Mind the firſt Felicities of her Miſtreſs, and made 
her compare them with her preſent Mͤisfortunes, it was 
impoſſible for her all that Day to ſpeak one Word of 
Balthazar, or tell her Miſtreſs any of the Gnefs he 
expreſſed for her Indiſpoſition. 

THis beautiſul Lady having paſſed two Days and two 
Nights in continual Agitations, now found herſelf ſome- 
what better, after two Hours of Sleep, in which time 
Lama had come ſeveral times to the Chamber- door to 
inquire of her Health. Leonora was all that time take 
up with the Sight of Alvarcx, and the Meeting ſhe had 
given him at the Chapel of St. C; and full of the 
Stratagem ſhe had formed in Favour of Don Se5afiiaz:'s 
Requeit, thought not of informing her Miſtreſs, on her 
awaking, of the Complaiſance of Lama ; but the other 
Women did not fail to tell her, and ſhe ſent to let him 
Know, that ſhe was now in a condition to receive him, 
- He came immediately, and ſtaid with her till Night 
was pretty far advanced, as did alſo Don Peare, and ie- 
veral others of the Zuarian Family; and this Company 
rendering the Attendance of Leon:ra unneceſſary, fiie 
had Opportunity of preparing every thing for the Re. 
ception of Surg. 

Doxxa Elvira, who began to be fatigued with over 
much Diſcourſe, and the ſecret Emotions of her own 
Mind, ſeemed to extremely unquiet, that Lama perceiving 
it, obliged every body to retire, and as it was pretty lata, 
took leave of her himſelf, telling her, he hoped to ſind 
her in better Healch next Morning. Elvira made many 
Eflorts to retain him, thinking. her Duty obliged her to 
do fo, that ſhe might be prevented from indulging any 
Thoughts of Sevoftian, whoſe Image, whenever it calns in- 
to her Mind, gave a Shock to the Severity of her Virtus. 

Bur Lama, being forbid by the Phyſicians, wou't! 
not ſuffer kunſelf to be prevailed upon. As toon as i 
was gone out, L-onora, who was full of diturbed Ah- 
prehenſions, came to the Bed-tide, and 11d foitly c 
Elvira, Don Baitiazar muſt certainly now become very 
dear to you, Madam, that you cannot ſulter him out of 
your Sight one Moment. 
N 5 ALA 
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AL As! replied ſhe, wou'd to Heaven that he were 
ſo, I ſhou'd not then be in the Condition I am — 
But, Leonora, is it for you to reproach a Conduct whic] h 
vou ought to be the fiſt to preſcribe to me ? Is it for 
you to "upport me in the Precepts of my Duty, or to 
ſwerve from them? Juſt Heaven, continued ſhe, I am 
the only Perſon that knows what 1s due from me to 
Balthazar ! Yes, Leonora, 1 perceive you ſpeak of 
him but with Regret, and cannot ſubmit to the Orders 
T have given you——Where were you, when he came 
ſo often this - Afternoon to inquire of my Health ? 
Why did you not relate to me thoſe Marks of his At- 
fection? In fine, why do you not aſſiſt the Efforts I am 
making to procure me a happy Lite? 

LEON ORA, who had employed the time that Don 
Lama was with his Wife, in introducing Suza into a 
Cloſet adjoining to Eluira's Chamber, was too conſcious 
of the Treaſon ſhe was guilty of, and too much per- 
* in what Manner ſhe ſhou'd accomphſh what ſhe 

ad began, to be able to make an immediate Reply: 
Her Silence, the Bluſhes which in a Moment covered 
all her Face, and the Tremblings which were viſible in 
her whole Perſon, alarmed Elcira, already diſconcerted 
with many confuſed Ideas: What have you done, Leo- 
nora; cry'd ſhe, What has happened? I charge you to 
diſguiſe nothing from me. 

Trzn this Woman, aſſuming a little more Courage, I 
have great things to tell you, Madam, anſwered ſhe ; but 
permit me firſt to clear your Apartment of all your Women , 
and that I may be ſhut up alone with you the Occa- 
fion requires it. In fpeaking theſe Words, without at- 
tending any Reply, ſhe went out of the Chamber, and 
having diſperſed all the Attendants, ſome one way, ſome 
another, and taken out the Keys of the Rooms, ſhe re- 
turned to her expecting and greatly ſurprized Lady, 

Tuis amiable Perſon knew not what to think of ſo 
odd a Behaviour in her Nurſe; her Words and her 
Precautions brought ſtrange Things to her Imagination; 
yet did ſhe not in the leaſt ſutpect, that Syz2 was fo 

iear ; Leonora had no ſooner re-entered, wan falling on 
her 
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her knees, Madam, ſaid ſhe to her, I know what I am 
about to tell you will excite your Indignation ; but if it 
he a Crime that I have committed, it 1s ſuch a Crime, 
as it was impoſſible to avoid, without having another 
Heart Alvarez, Madam, the faithſul Ser- 


vant of Don Sebaſtian, comes to inform you ſomewhat 
concerning the Life of his Maſter He has an 
important Secret, which he will diſcloſe to none but 
yourſelf — He, therefore, begs the Honour of en- 
terta;ning you for one Moment I own I was un- 
able to deny my part of his Petition I have intro- 
duced him privately into your Palace He is in 
my Chamber, and waits till 1 bring him to you. 

GREAT God! cried out Elvira, Alvarez at Liſbon ! 
Alvarez ſhut up in my Apartment! imprudent Zeo- 
nora, to what have you expoſed me! 

Suk was able to ſay no more, the very Name of that 

Confident of Sebaſtian raiſed a Tumult in her Breaſt, 
which, for a time, deprived her of the power of Speech: 
Leonora, who expected nothing leſs, took this Opportu- 
nity to repreſent, that there was nothing to fear from 
this Viſit, that ſhe had conducted him in ſuch a faſhion, 
that it was impoſlible for any Perſon to have any know - 
ledge of his coming; in fine, ſhe talked with fo much 
Appearence of Reaſon, that Elvira was at length per- 
ſuaded to ſee him. Let me rife then, ſaid ſhe, for 1 
fear I ſhall not be in a State of Tranquillity enough to 
remain in Bed, while this Man talks to me But, 
added ſhe, you muſt let him know his Stay mult be ves 
ry ſhort, and that he muſt not pretend to deliver me 
any Letter from his Maſter, for J am abſolutely bent to 
receive none. In ſpeaking this, ſhe threw a Night- 
Gown over her Arms, and ſeated herſelf in an eaſy 
Chair, in which the cou'd ſcarcely ſuſtain herſelf through 
Weakneſs, while Le-z2ra left her to bring in the pre- 
tended Av. 

Don Sebaſtian had been for ſome time in a Situa- 
tion little better; he was admitted at the Hour ap- 
pointed, into the Arbour of J:famin, where he and 
Alvarez lay concerned till Ze:zora returned, and con- 
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duQed this unhappy Lover into her Chamber. Tai: 
wou'd he have expreſled his Gratitude to her for this 
Favour, but had neither Words nor Voice, and in his 
Looks and Motions appeared to her rather a Spectre 
than a living Man. In effect, the Thoughts that he 
cou'd now behold Elvira but by ſtealth, and that his 
moit innocent Intentions wou'd now, if known, be 
look'd on as criminal, plunged him in Agitations, füch 
as there is no Poſſibility of deſcribing. 

Wurx he found himſelf alone in a Chamber ſo near 
that of Elvia, and coniidered he was in the Palace of 
his Riva), his Rage awak ened in ſuch a manner, that 
Leime ra hed much ado to bring him to any degree of 
Culmneis: He followed, however, where ſhe conducted 
him, and without ſcarce knowi ing what he was doing, 
or Whither he went, entered the Apartment of the un- 
happy Wite of | Sig 

bur when he beheld her with her Handkerchief be- 
fore her Eyes, her Head ſupported by a Cuſhion, with- 
out any other Motion than what her Sighs occaſioncd, 
he was pierced to the very bottom of his Soul, at a 
Spectacle for Which. he was wholly unprepared — 
Lore now 5 its Empire over its Reſentments, 
and, inſtead of Reproaches, he threw himſelf at her 
Feet. and embraced her Knees, without power to ex- 
preis himielf any otherwiſe than by Sighs and Groans. 

Downa Eluira believing it was Alvarez, whole Re- 
ſpect and Grief obliged to this Action, having ſtill the 
Handkerchief before her Eyes, Atvarez, 1aid he, the 
State in which yeu ſec me is ſuſticient to clear me to 
your Maſier, of all Lightneis and Inconſtancy —— You 
may let him know how you have found me, if it will 
be any Conſolation to him; but ſay nothing to me of 
kin, which may frejudice my Glory, for that already 

too much injured by permitting your Approach. 

Ir is not Ava ex Who receives this Favour, reply'd 
Den Seb flian ; but the molt unfortunate of Mankind, 
wi.o dei res no other Advantage by it, than to expire 
belore your Eyes, 
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Wurxk am I ! interrupted Elvira, taking away the 
Handkerchief, that hindered her till then from ſeeing 
him; What do I behold ! Perfidious Leonora ! 
preſumptuous Szza / She then attempted to puſh him 
from her, and roſe, endeavouring to quit the Place, 
which finding herſelf too weak to accompliſn; Don Se- 
baſtian, ſaid ſhe, ſince I have been capable of ſacri- 
hcing all my Repoſe to your Safety, believe alſo that I 
am Capable of ſacrificing my Lite to my Glory 
You have, by this Action, affronted me beyond For- 
giveneſs expected other Marks of your Eſteem 
and Gratitude. Cruel Elvira, reply'd Suxa, hindering 
her to remove, and whole Fury was rekindled at her 
Upbraidings ; What Gratituce cugat I to pay you, you 
who have hindered the Blow prepared for me only to 
give a deeper Wound yourſelf A Death in- 
flicted by my Enemies was not enough to ſatisfy you 
to content you, 1 muſt receive it from your own 
hand — - Ungrateſul Zzare:, Why vou'd you not 
{uffer me to die in Peace? Had TI loſt my Head on a 
Scaffold, I ſhould have leit the World in a tweet Rope, 
that you were faithſul to me: But you wou'd have me 
live to ſee ycu in the Arms of my Rival - And 
when, in ſpite of my juſt Indiguation, I riſque that 
Life for which, you Ay you have ſacrificed your Ke- 
poſe, only for the Happineſs of bewailing my Maisfor- 
tune for a Moment, and then dying at your feet, you 
ſee me Þut with Horror, you reproach me with affront- 
ing, with diſhonouring you. Well, Madam, continued, 
he, liiting up his Eyes, I will prove my Gratitude, 
fiace you expe ſome illuſtrious Mark of it, I will ren- 
der you back the Life you have ſaved, and willingly ſa- 
crikce it to the Happineis of him you have preferred 
beforc me. | 

In concluding theſe Words he drew a Dagger, and 
had certainly plunged it in his Breaſt, with his whole 
Force, if the deſolate Efvira had not thrown herſelf 
upon him, and, aided by Lecncra, wreited from his 
hands the fatal Steel; Love and Fear having now inſpi- 
red her with a Strength ſuperior to what her Condition 
emed to promiſe. 
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Dow Sekaſian vexed and aſhamed to find himſelf diſ- 
armed, What mean you, Madam, by thus delaying my 
Fate? cry'd he, looking on her with the moſt pity- 
moving Air. Saga, reply'd Elvira, all bathed in Tears, 
the State in which I ſee you diſſipates all my Fears: I 
am more touched with your Deſpair than your Re- 
proaches; the one calls to my Remembrance the Hap- 
pineſs I have loſt, but the other I feel not becauſe I 
merit them not But, in fine, I will make 
yet one more Effort for you I will forget, for a 
Moment, what I am, and what I ought to be, to diſco- 
ver to you all my Heart: If you love me, Szza, you 
will believe me; and in ſpite of the Exceſs of your 
Rage, Lam aſſured you do me Juſtice in your Soul, and 
doubt not of my Innocence. However, fince I muſt aſ- 
ſure you of it myſelf, I yield to do ſo ; but, in recom- 
pence for my Sincerity, which the Situation I am in 
renders criminal, I exact two things of you; the firſt is, 
That you will make no Attempt upon your Life, but 
take, on the contrary, the utmoſt Care to preſerve it : 
Homicide is an Action, of all other the moft unworthy 
either of a brave Mind, or of a Man ſubmiſſive to the 
Decrees of divine Providence. The other is, to hear 
me without Interruption, and not to take any advan- 
tage from what I ſay, to entertain me with Diſcourſes, 
of a Paſſion, which, cou'd I now conſent to liſten to, I 
{hou'd be unworthy of. On theſe Conditions I will 
conceal from you nothing of my Soul; and regarding 
you in this laſt Interview as the deareſt thing to me in 
the World, lay open to you my moſt ſecret Thoughts. 
Anſwer me, Don Sebeftiar, and promiſe to pertorn 
what I demand of you. 

ELVIRA, m ſpeaking thus, had a certain Air of 
Candour and Majeſty, which rendered her ſo beautiful 
and awſul at the ſame time, that the amorous Sa 
thought he had never before ſeen her accompanied with 
ſo many Grices ; he remained {ome Moments in filent 
Ad r iration, and his Fury utterly receding to his Love, 
he threw himſelf a ſecond time at her Feet — I know, 
ſaid he, that I am unworthy of the Honour you do me. 
hut, alas! what Piety, what Reaſon can you ex- 
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pect from the Man who loves Elvira, and has for ever 
loſt her ?-——I know, however, that my Reproaches are 
unjuſt, and that I ought to ſubmit in all things to the 
Will of Heaven and you Yes, Madam, added he, 
with a deep Sigh, I ſwear to perform exactly all you 
have injoined me, and to leave to Time the 'Termina- 
tion of my Love, my Grief, and Life, which laſt I now 
conſecrate afreſh to you. 

THEN Elvira obliged him to fit down, and having a 
little recollected herfelf, Don Sebaſtian, ſaid ſhe, tis 
hard to bring my Virtue to the Confeſſion I am about 
to make you, but eaſy and pleaſing to my Inclinations. 
My Heart has long been accuſtomed to love you, 
and my Tongue to tell you ſo, and I am now conſcious 
of a guilty Pleaſure in being compelled by your De- 
ſpair, to repeat the ſweeteſt Confeſſion But it is 
to ſave you a ſecond time, that I take this laſt Liberty. 
Know then, Suza, you are as dear to me, as in 
thoſe happy Moments when firſt it was permitted me to 
give you Proofs of it; and I call Heaven to witneſs, 
that if my Life cou'd have been accepted as a Ranſom 
for yours, I wou'd gladly have reſigned it, rather than 
my Hand to any but yourſelf. 

I wil tell you yet farther, that it was I myſelf that 
preſſed Ba/thazar to this Marriage; each Inſtant that it 
was delayed was a Continuation of your Impriſonment; 
and the more 1 advanced my own Misfortune, the 
nearer you were to your Deliverance In fine, I 
intirely forgot myſelf, to think only on yu The 
Effect has proved I did ſacrifice my All for your 
Preſervation— All Liſbon knows this Truth, and I 
think you cannot be ignorant of it. 

Can you then doubt the crucl Situation of my 
Heart ? the Condition I am in may convince you of it. 
But as yon cannot know my laſt Reſolutions, 
without I inform you, know, that the more dear you 


are to me, the more I now endeavour to baniſh you 


from my Memory ; my Repoſe, my Glory, my Duty 
preſcribes this i aw to mel do not tell you I have 
power to fulfil it, that is a Secret I reſerve to myſelf — 
only think that I muſt do it, and that J ſhou'd render 
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myſelf unworthy of your Eſteem, if 1 did not endea- 


vour it with all my Strength It is not permitted 
me to ſee you, or to hear you any more ; and you can- 
not conſtrain me to think of you without diſhonouring 
me It you love me, my Glory will be precious 
to you you will not ſeek to blemiſh it by unavailing 
Temptations, but by a firm Reſolution to fly my Pre- 
ſence, give me liberty to follow the Dictates of my 
Reaſon ——— All the Efforts you henceforth make, to 
overcome your Paſſion, will be ſo many Proofs, that you 
have loved me with the moſt perfect one, as ail the 
Cares I take to iorget you, will be Teſtimonies of my 
Virtue ———Live my dear Sebaſtian, to give me this 
Conſolation in my Misfortunes, that I have ſaved you 
from Death Preſerve that Life, I charge you, 
which has coſt me too much, for you to expole to the 
Dangers you mut meet in mis Place Abandon it 
for ever, or return not till the unfortunate EL is no 
more. Then I will permit you to think of me, and to 
flatter your Tenderneſs with all that can aſſure you of 
mine, as a Coniolation for my Lois Go, continued 
ſhe, burſting into Tears, leave me this Inſtant, and diſ- 
ſipate the mortal Fears I am in, while you remain in 
Lisbon — Make me no Reply ——1 will tell myſelf ail 
you wou'd ſay to me — I know ll that you think 
and wou'd have you read my Heart, as 1 do yours 
Exact from me no more, and for the laft Mark of the 
Power I have over you, obey me. 

HERE the diſconſolate Elvira cealed to ſpeak, and 
Don Sebaſtian, full of Love, of Admiration, and Griet, 
lifted up his Eyes to Heaven, then feil upon his Knees, 
and taking her Hand, which ſhe had ſtretched out 
to raiſe him, put it to his Mouth, and while he kiſ- 
ſed it with the utmoſt Ardency, bathed it in a Torrent 
of Tears. They remained ſome time in this Poſture; 
but the virtuous Z/wira ſummoning all her Courage to 
her Aid, made a Sign to Leanara, which Suga perceiv- 
ing, he roſe up, and having, in bowing to her, re- 

arded her with a Look which pierced her Soul, follow- 
ed his Conductreſs, without tranſgreſſing the Orders he 
had received by one ſingle Word. Leoncra, who n_ 
ittle 
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little leſs touched at this melancholy Scene than the Per- 
ſons concerned in it, had the good Fortune to fec him out 
of the Gates of Lama's Palace, without any Accident. 

He returned to the Kinſman of Alvarez, who was 
greatly diſquieted at his long Stay; but he appeared fo 
changed, and with ſomething ſo deplorable in his Coun- 
tenance, that he hardly durſt teſtify the Joy he had for 
his ſafe Return: Avarex himſelf, fearing ſome fatal E- 
vent, preſerved a profound Silence, while Sebaſtian walk - 
ed up and down the Room with Eyes caſt down, and 
Arms a-croſs for the beſt part of the Night. 

Ar laſt, changing his Poſition of Body, and per- 
ceiving Alvarex near him, Tis done, ſaid he to him, 
az if he had known what had paſs'd between him and 
Llcira; the will have it ſo, and I muſt obey her 
Yes, Alvarez, continued he, in a kind of 'Traniport, I 
v/ill live, not to forget her, but to adore her, to admire 

nd reſpect her till my laſt Breath. 

Ju faithful Confidant, charmed with this Reſolu- 
tion, and eaſily gueſſing what had occaſioned it; Well 
then, my Lord, ſaid he, we muſt quit Lisbon, and retire 
to a Place where you may be ſheltered from thoſe Dan- 
gers which wou'd force you to fail in what the excel- 
lent Elvira has exacted from you. 

My dear 4tvarez, reply'd he, do with me what tnou 
wilt I am ignorant what I am, what I ſay, and 
to what way I ſhould direct my Steps I aban- 
con myſelf wholly to thee T will live, I have 
promued it; but demand no more of me, | 

ALL AREZ wanted not to repeat his Remonſtuances, 
but, on the Inſtant, went out of the Room, and pre- 
pared for their Departure; which, when done, he re- 
turned, and made his after get on horſe-back, as did 
alio himſelf and Kinſman, all diſguiſed and well armed. 
Sebaſtian ſuffered them to do in every thing as they 
pleated, without informing himfcif ; they went out of 
lown, and, by Morning, arrived at a little Town, 
where Aivarez took leave of his Kinſman, and, after 
a mort Repoſe, parted; wich his Maſter, for the Terri- 
ern to Which his Sentence ſent him, where Donna 
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Caterina de Mendrce arrived not till three Days after, 
little hoping to find there any Object ſo conſoling. 

ELVIR 4 in the mean time no ſooner ſound Non Se- 
batizn was out of Danger, than ſhe felt herſelf much 
eaſed in having made him this Diſcovery of her Heart : 
She thought ſhe con'd do no leſs for a Man whom the o 
long had looked upon as deſtin'd to be her Huſband; 
and therefore pardoned Leenere, on Condition ſhe vw6u'd 
never be guilty of the like Fault. G 

Sir paſted the cr Part of the Night in talking 
of him, but far from diminiſhing the Reſolution ſhe 
had taken to uſe her utmoſt Efforts to love Lama, this 
Converſation rather ſtrength ened it : She confidered ſhe 
having ſeen and ſroke to Scbaſtian, as an Injury to her 
Huſband, which - ſhe cou'd not atone for, but by the 
utmoſt Tenderneſs, which ſhe made a folemn Vow be- 
fore Leonora, always to behave with towards him. But 
the various Agitations of her Mind this Night had been 
ſo violent, that this Woman entreated her to go to Bed ; 


and being prevailed upon to do fo, fell into a Sleep 


more ſerene and ſweet than ſhe had enjoy'd for a long 
time. 

Tur Day was pretty far advanced when Leonora judg- 
ed it proper to wake her, to inform her, that Don Lama 
had been ſeveral Times at her Apartment ; and that ſhe 
heard by ſome of his Attendants, that he had received 
News from Court; on which Elvira finding herſelf 
much better, ſent to let him know it, and That ſhe 
wied to ſee him. 

Hes Meſſage immediately brought him, and he com- 
mnricated to her the Orders he had received, which 
were to depart with all Expedition to take poſſeſſion 
of the Vice-Royalty of the Indies, the Fleet being rea- 


dy to ſail for Goa; adding, that he wou'd not aſk 


her to follow him till her Health was entirely eſta- 
bliſhed, and ſhe might then join him. Theſe Words 
were accompanied with a certain Air of Indiffetence, 
at which EAR ira was alarmed : She anſwered however 
with the greateſt Sweetneſs, and conjured him to 
permit her to go with him; told him, ſhe found her- 


felt 
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ſelf in a Condition to undertake that Voyage; and that 
ſe doubted not, but his Preſence and the Change of 
Air would in a ſhort Time perfe&tly reitore her. 

But Don Ba/thazar dwelling always on the Subject of 
her Indifpoſition, refuſed her Intreaty, and quitted the 
Chamber in a ſhort Time, ſaying, he muſt give Orders 
for the neceſſury Preparations for his Departure. This 
Manner of proceeding extremely ſurprized Ekvira; and 
as ſhe was certain he cou'd have no Knowledge of her 
Interview with Sura, knew not to what Caufe to aſcribe 
it. Lecncra, who hated Lama with a perfect Hatred, 
was the firſt that penetrated into the Motive. Don Bal- 
thazar, ſaid the to her, became your Spouſe in hope of 
raiſing his Fortune; your great Eſtate had more Weight 
with him than your Beauty; and the Vice-Royalty of the 
lailies, which ought to have been the Recompence of the 
Services of your F amily, and was, doubtleſs, given him in 
favour of your Marriage, being the full Accompliſhment 
of his Aim, Love has the leaſt Place in his Remembrance, 
and Ambition reſumes its wonted Empire in his Soul. 

Tuis Reaſoning appeared but too juſt to Elvira, but 
not willing to give longer Attention to it, No matter, 
interrupted ſhe, with 2 Sigh, whether he loves me or 
not, I ſhall do my Duty. While this beautiful Lady 
was forming theſe noble Deſigns, Don Balthazar, burn- 
ing with Impatience to ſee himſelf in his Government, 
was wholly taken up with the Magnificences which his 
new Grandeur exacted. All Liſbon came to make their 
Compliments, and congratulate him ; wherever he 
came, his Preſence made a Court : And his Pride had 
now ſo much to feed upon, that it is not to be won- 
dered at, that it became, in a ſhort time, overgrown. 
Elvira was alſo paid the Homage; but that Lady, with- 
out having the Ambition of her Huſband, received it 
with more Dignity. 

LEONORA, in effect, had unmaſked the Character 
of Don Lama; the Difficulties he found in the Poſiet- 
fion of Elvira had joined ſomething like Love to his 
ambitious Defires ; but when he was Matter of all he 
withed, his Wite became no more ſo amiable in his 9 
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all the Lnftre of ber Charms were loft in thoſe of his 
new Grandeur: He locked on it as a Confinement to be 
with her, and cou'd not think of taking with him a 
Compamon, before whom he muſt be obliged to wear a 
Gravity little conformable to thoſe Pleaſures of which his 
Youth and Inclinations rendered him but too ſuſceptible 

Tur profound Melancholy and Indiſpoſition of Eura 
perſuading him, that ſhe had fill a tender Remembranc 
of Don Sebaßtan, he thought himſelf not obliged to re- 
gard her with any thing more than Indiference ; and 
beginning t to grow weary of his firſt Aſſiduities, and 
thinking only how to ſecure his Honour, while abſent 
from her, relolved to enjoy all the Advantages of his Mar- 
riage, without partaking them with her from whoin he re- 
ceived them. As he had theſe Deſigns, it was impoſlible 
for the beautiful E/vira to oblige him to let her accompa- 
ny him; tho' her Duty and her Virtue made uſe of the ſame 
E4orts for that Purpoſe, as the fondeſt Paſhon wou'd have 
done, n neglecting neither Prayers nor Tears to move him. 

Bur Don Ba/thazar was inflexible ; and now begin- 
ning to make her ſenſible of the Power he had over her, 
he e commanced her to retire to a Caſtie he had ſome 
Miles diſtant from Lisbon, where he placed about her 
Duenna's and Servants, who were all his Creatures, and 
ſo many Spies upon ker Actions; of all the Women who 
had before atte ended! her, leaving only Leonora. Donna 
Elvira was touched to the very Soul at this Proceeding, 
but hem in her Duty, ſne tubmitted to her Deſtiny, 
without ſhewing any token of Reſentment, and without 
making any Reproaches on her unjuſt Spouſe, who obli- 
ged her to depart three days before him; and When the 
was retired, and ſhut up in her Ca ale, he embarked 
with a Mind full of Pride, Oftentation and Vanity. 

He arrived at Gca, and took a r of his Go- 
vernment, where be began ry exerciſe his Authority, 
with a Haughtinel; which made him rather feared than 
loved. But now it was, that he was to experience the 
utmoſt Power of Paſjon, which till then he had only 
thought of as the Means by which he might accompliih 

other more darling Views: Ambitious * he was, he 
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learned in Goa, that there are Deſires which Grandeur 
cannot ſatisfy. He had not long been in Poſſeſſion of 
his Vice Royalty, before a Brother and Siſter of the King 
of Achon retired themſelves to that Place, to avoid ſome 
Troubles which were at that time in their Country, 
and intreated the King of Portugal's Protection, which 
Don Lama the more readily vouchſafed to them, as the 
young Princeſs of Achon appeared to him even at the 
firſt fight, the moſt dazzling Beauty of the Earth. This 
Indian, whoſe Charms were accompanied with the moſt 
engaging Air, made Balibaxar know, that all that he 
had imagined he knew of Love before he ſaw her, was 
infinitcly ſhort of what that Paſſion really inſpires. 

Hts Paſſion, no leſs violent than ſudden, was not long 
concealed from that fair Obje& ; and as he was young, 
handiome, well made, accompliſh'd, and bold, and the 
Princeſs of Achon neither blind nor inſenſible of Merit, 
ſhe attended not much Formalities, to make a ſuitable 
Return ; and both abandoning themſelves, without Re- 
{erve, to the Ardour of their Love, took no care to 
keep it a ſecret from the World. 

Tre Princeſs finding herſelf beloved with the utmoſt 
Maceis of L'enderneſs, thought of nothing but becoming 
a Chriſtian, and eſpouſing the Viceroy, and flattered 
herſelf a long time with this pleaſing Hope, no Perſon 
daring to acquaint her, that he was engaged to another, 
But when in the Tranſports of her Love ſhe preſſed him 
to compleat her Happineſs, he was obliged to let her 
now the fatal Impediment which Heaven had placed 
to their mutual Satisfaction. At this News the Princeſs 
of cher: fell into ſo violent a Deſpair, that the perjured 
Don Bali/hazer, infatuated with his Paſſion, promiſed 
to neglect nothing which might break an Engagement 
10 COLtary to that he wiſhed to form. 

Tus Indian, violent by Nature, and render'd much 
more ſo by her Jealouſy, propoſed to him the blackeſt 
Expedients to obtain her Deſires ; but whether he had yet 
too much Remains of Honour to comply with her, or 
whether it were, that he cou'd find no proper and fate 
Opportunity to do it, he put her off by demanding Time, 
asd ſwearing to her an etcrnal and invielable — 
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Wulur theſe things paſſed at Goa, to the great Diſ- 
ſatisfaction of all the Portugueſe that had followed Don 
Balthazar, the unhappy Elvira paited her Days in the 
moſt dreadful Solitude ; having no Conſolation, but at 
the Altars of the Sovereign Diſpoſer of all Things, to 
whom inceſſantly ſhe poured forth her Complaints. Don 
Lama had, for ſome time after his Departure, wrote 
regularly to her; and in ſpite of the Coldneſs of his 
Letters, ſhe had always anſwered them with the utmott 
Tenderneſs, and Intreaties of being permitted to come 
to him : But having at laſt entirely ceaſed ſending any 
Letters to her, tho ſhe took all Occaſions of writing 
to him, ſhe began to be ſincerely alarmed at fo cruel 
and obſtinate Silence. She thought it her Duty not to 
be eaſy while ignorant of what her Huſband was doing, 
or what had happened to him. He had given ſuch 
ſtrict Orders to let her be ſeen by no Perſon whatſoever, 
that the Entrance into the Caſtle was refuſed even to 
her neareſt Kindred ; ſo that ſhe cou'd not have the 
Knowledge of any thing, either concerning him, or 
What was doing in the World. Her Bounty, however, 
Sweetneſs, and Generoſity, had gain'd her the Eſteem 
and Affection of all thoſe he had placed about her: 
They thought it the utmoſt Cruelty, to force a Lady ſo 
young and beautiful, to live in 2. manner ſo little con- 
formable to her Rank and Virtue; and willing, as 
much as poſſible, to make their Duty to their Lord agree 
with the Zeal they had to ferve her, they neglected no- 
thing in their Power that might ſerve to dullipate her 
Griets, and render her Confinement leſs irkſome. They 
made little kind of Balls among themſelves ; they ſung, 
they played on Inſtruments; they brought all the News 
they could hear; and one among them, who was the 
moſt particularly attached to her, and in whom Leonora 
had great Confidence, being told by ſome Perſons that 
came from L:i/4c:, that the Report ran there of tae 
Viceroy of the [:4jes being going to be married to a 
great Princeſs, was fo highly concerned at it, that he 
immediately acquainted Leonora With it. 

Tutnes which paſſed at great Diſtance, and thro' 
nany Mouths, diminiſh or argument according to the 
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Humours of the different Perſons who relate them : And 
thus the Amours of Lama being arrived at Liſlon, had 
roſe to this Form, by the time the News had reached 
the Borough where ſtood the Caſtle, 

A Dos rie of Don Balthazar judging by Appear- 
ances, doubtcd not of the 'I'ruth of this Report, by the 
liccle Care he took of writing to £tvira,. and now dil 
continuing to give any Charge about her; and as l. 
Was extremely gr ieved at it, told Leonora, that it 8 
Elvira had any Meaſares to take, he would willingly 
run the riſque of his Lite to do her Service. 

LEO NORA thanked him in her Miſtreſs's Name, 
and exhorted him to perſiſt in his good Intentions; and 
then went to inform {Us Elvira of the News, noping 
it wou'd eaſe her of thoſe Inquietudes ihe was in for the 
Fate of a Huſband-who merited ſo little from her | 

Bur this News produced an Effect very different from 
what ſhe expected. Elvira liſtned to her with Atten- 
tion, and when ſhe was beginning to aggravate the 
Crime of Lama, Hold Leonora, ſaid ſhe, 1 fee farther 
into this Adventure than you think I know very 
well, that Don Baltbaxar durſt not break thro' thoſe 
Ties that bind him to me neither his Glory 
nor his Intereſt will permit it therefore am 1 
not alarmed at this Report. It is my Duty, however, 
not to appear indifferent when ſuch things are ſaid; but 
to go and ſhew my Huſband the Intereſt I have in him. 
Yes, continued ſhe, I will leave this Place, I will 
depart for Goa, and negle& nothing that may recal the 
Tenderneſs of this forgetful Huſband. 

War! Madam, interrupted Leonora, with the utmoſt 
Aſtoniſhment, when he loves you not, when he aban- 
dons you, when all his Cares are to pleaſe a Rival, will 
you go in ſearch of him? 


WEIL, Leonora, replied ſhe, in a majeſtick Tone, if 


he loves me not, my Duty commands me to do every 
thing which may oblige him to do ſo. We ougit 
to deſpiſe a Lover who betrays us; but we muſt ty 
all Methods to reclaim a Huſhand who is unfalth- 


ful. Then, without liſtning to any thing further, the 
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bring that Perſon to her, who had ſo readily proffer'd 
his Service, This Man was called the Intendant of the 
Caſtle, and all the other Domeſtics were ſubmitted to him. 
LE ONO REA durſt not reply, but went immediately 
and conducted Felix, for that was his Name, into her 
Miſtreſs's Cloſet. Donna Elvira made him repeat all 
he kad told the Nurſe, and finding nothing which did 
not preſs her to the Execution of her Deſign, ſhe com- 
municated it to him, after he had ſworn to her an in- 
violable Fidelity and Obedience. 
To encourage him, ſhe preſented him with a Dia- 
mond of great Value, and entreated he wou'd aſſiſt her 
in going out of the Caſtle, and embarking for Goa, or- 
dering Leonora to furnith him with what Money was ne- 
ceſſary for rendering her Departure ſecret and expe- 
ditious. This Man animated by her Generoſity, and 


naturally inclined to ſerve her, promiſed to condu her - 


cn the ſecond Night to Lisbon, where ſhe might take 
ſhipping for Goa. 

To be able to fulfil his Word, he aſſembled together 
the next day all the Domeſtics of the Caſtle, and told 
them, as a great Secret, that the Viceroy had ſent a 
preciſe Order to convey Elvira privately to a Convent, 
which he named to them; and th-t he deſired all of 
them might ſeem ignorant of her Retreat, and to let 
eight days paſs over without faymg any thing of her ; 
b at at the Expiration of that time, he commanded they 

ould give it out, that ſhe was gone to Goa, in 8 
to 0 joi n him, to the End, ſaid Fel, that none of her 
Friends or kindred may ſearch aſter her : He added al- 
to, that as a Recompence for their Fidelity, the Vice- 
roy had ordered him to make each of them a Prefem 
of thirty Piſtoles. There needed no more to gain theſe 
People ; they indeed lamented the Fate of Elvira, but 
the Luſtre of the Gold blinded their Eyes to every thin 
behde, and they examined no farther, but left Felix to 
conduct the matter as he pleaſed. 

Trvs on the ſecond Night, having nothing to oppoſe 
him, he took the ſame Equipage which had brought 
E/ira to the Caſtle, to conduct her to Liban, he him- 
ſelf ſerving for Coachman. As they reſted in the Day, 


and 
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and travelled only by Night, they met with no Perſon 


by whom they were known, At their Arrival in L/. 


ber, the Intendant placed EKira and Leonora at the 
Houſe of a Kinſman of his, where they remained in all 
the Privacy they cou'd wiſh, till they were informed a 
Ship was ready to fail for the Indies. As ſoon as they 
were on board, E/vira made herſelf known to the Cap- 
tain, and told him ſhe had a Deſire to go 7rcognits to 
her Hiiband, to add a pleaſing Surprize to her coming; 
on which he treated her with all the Honours due to 
her high Quality and peculiar Merit. 

Wirk all the Actions of Elvira were thus guided 
by Duty, Love had the ſole Command over thoſe of the 
cnamoured Don Setaſlian de Sg. I have already ſaid, 
that he arrived at his Lands three Days before Donna 
Catherina his Mother. Tis eaſy to judge of her Sur- 
prize and Joy, at finding him in a Place where ſhe fo 
little expected him. He could not diſpenſe giving her 
an Account of what he had been doing: She blamed 
his Temerity, ſhe lamented his Fate, and neglected no- 
thing to moderate his Grief. 

Bur in ſpite of her Efforts, and thoſe of all his 
Friends, he fell into ſo deep a Melancholy, as made 
them all fearful it wou'd in time be fatal to him : He 
ſpoke not but with Pain, his Slumbers were broken and 
difturbed, and his Countenance ſo altered, he was 
hardly to be known. His Griefs ſeemed to have in- 


volved him in a kind of Stupidity or Lethargy of 


Soul, when the News of the Amours of Don Hal- 
thaxar, and the Departure of Eluira for Goa, on a 
ſudden reached his Fars, and rouzed him afreſh to 
Rage and Hatred againſt that unworthy Poſteſlor of the 
beſt of Women, He heard in what manner he had 
thut her up at his Departure to the Indies, and was then 
2 thouſand Times on the Point of going atter lum co 
revenge her Wrongs; but the Remonitrances of his 
Mother kept him from it: She continually repreſented 
to him, that by ſuch an Act he muſt loſe Elvira tor 
ever, that no Gratitude for Good done to herſelf, no 
Inclination, cou'd be ftrong enough to abſolve the Guilt 
of marrying the Murderer of her Huſband ; and that 
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if Heaven ſhou'd be pleaſed to terminate the Days of 


Lama, there wou'd be then no Obſtacle to his Happi- 
neſs : With theſe kind of Diſcourſes the ſtopped the 
Effects of this Fury for fome Time; but when he was 
told the Inconſtancy of his Rival, and that Eh was 
departed for Goa, it was impoſſible to find any Argu- 
ments of Force to overcome the Violence of his Deſires 
to follow her. | 

Hz imagined a Man capable of being falſe to a Wo- 
man, ſo truly worthy of all his Tenderneſs, might be- 
come guilty of the moſt terrible and baſe Deſigns againſt 
her; his paſſionate Affection filling him with Forebo- 
dings of ſomething fatal to Ex ira, which all his Reaſon 
cou'd not vanguiſh ; and repreſenting to him how little 
Security there cou'd be for her, in a Palace and Coun- 
try ſo intirely ſubmitted to the Will of a Man, who no 
longer loved her, and looked on her Life as the only 
Impediment to his Deſires, he was not able to take ary 
Repoſe till he had brought Donna Catherina to conſent 
to his Departure for Gza. 

SUCH a Propoſal cou'd not but be dreadful to thi; 
tender Mother; and not believing it poſſible he ſhou'd 
eſcape the Vengeance of his Rival, in following his 
Wife to a Place where he had abſolute Command, ſhe 
employed all her Power to diſſuade him from fo dange- 
rous an Enterprize. 

Bur Suza, Night and Day tormented with the moſt 
terrible Ideas, cou d not be prevailed upon. Fear no- 
thing for me, Madam, ſaid he, I ſhall undertake no- 
thing againit the Life of Don Balllagar, I will only 
guard that of my dear Elvira from any Attempt of 
her unworthy Huſband, by being a cloſe and ſecret 
Spy on all his Actions: I will alſo diſguiſe myſelf in 
fuch a Manner, as to render it impoſſible for me to be 
known, and by that Means not infringe the Orders 
given me in the laſt Converſation I had with that ex- 
cellunt Woman I even will make no Effort to 
ſce her; and if I ſhou'd do fo by any Accident, ſhe 
never ſhall imagine it is Seëeſien Eeholds her. Thus, 
without riſquing my un Life, I put myſelf in a Con- 
dition to deſend that of hers. — This adorable 

3 Object, 
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Object, continued he, never offers itſelf to my View 
either ſleeping or waking, but with a Dagger at her 
Breaſt, or a Bowl of Poiſon in her Hand In fine, 
Madam, added he, embracing her Knees, it is to bid 
me die, to oppole my Departure I wou'd do no- 
thing without communicating it to you, tho' I might 
have eſcaped a ſecond Time without your being able to 
_ diſcover which Way I ſteer'd my Courſe ; but your 
Goodneſs to me, my Reſp ects, my Duty, and the Diſ- 
quiets you wou'd ſuffer in ſuch a Caſe, force me to 
make you this Confidence, and my very doing ſo may 
aſſure you, that I am fo far from going in ſearch of Dan- 
gers, that I will avoid them with the utmoſt Care; and 
when you ſee me again, J dare believe you will ice me, 
if not more happy, yet, at leaſt, more eaſy. 

Doxna Catherina was a long time before ſhe cou'd 
reſolve ; but ſeeing that he really died daily before her 
Eyes, ſhe at laſt conſented to his going; believing, that 
if he took the Precautions he had promiied her, he ran 
no very great Hazard, eſpecially as Lama would not 
have che feaſt Suſpicion of his ventui ing to that Place, 
or that indeed he cou'd arrive there without his Know- 
ledge. 

Her yielding to his Deſires was the firſt Moment of 
Joy, the unfortunate Sebo/tian had known of a long 
Time; it ſhewed itſelf in every Look and Agtion ; an Fl 
Donna Catherina took it for a happy Preiage of Nhat 
ſhou'd happen to him ; their Adieus. were an Inter- 
2 of Hope, Grief and Fear: She recon dere e. 

he Care of him to the faithful A/varer, 8 0 {wore 
never to abandon him in whatever Exigence his Fate 
ſhould throw him; and having left the Country, he 
returned with his Confidant ic :cretly to Lisbon, where 
he embarked fifteen Days after E/vira had taken 
Shipping, it being the Seaſon of the Year when r 
went frequently out for the Hrs ; where let us leave 
him in Purſuit of his Hopes, and fee what became of 
Elvira. 

Tu Ar bceautiful * after a Voyage of three 
Months, arrived ſafely at Ga, and being conducted to 


the Palace of the Viceroy, ſhe no ſooner appear d than 
0 2 her 
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her Name ran th rough all Parts of the City, by the 
Joy which her Sight inſpired in thoſe who had followed 
Lana from Port: gal; and hoped, that her Preſence 
wou'd cure him of that unworthy Paſſion he had- for 
the ' Princeſs of Achon. But no Surprize or Vexation 
was ever ſuperior to his, when he was informed of her 


Arrival: However, he diſſembled it before thoſe of the 
Court who were then about him, and as he cou'd not 
diſpenſe with going to receive her, went attended by a 
reat Number of Courtiers, both Portuguc/? and Indian. 
3 Elvira had on this Occaſion ſummoned all her 
Attractions to her Aid, neglecting to heighten nothing 
of the Charms ſhe had received from Nature, by all 
the Advantages of Art and Dreſs, in order to make her 
unfaithful Huſband bluiſh at the Preference he had 
= to a Stranger. There was not one Perſon that 
{aw her, wichout being dazzied at the Sight of ſo 
fect a Beauty, and who did not in ſecret blame Don 
Balthazar for his Attachment to the Princeſs of 


Doxza Era accoſted him with an Air of mingled 
Majeſty and Sweetnels, which redoubled the Admira- 
tion of the SpeCators ! My Lord, ſaid ſhe to him, I 
have perhaps tranſgreſſed in a ppearing before you thus 
unſent ſor ; but the Viouve of that Trantgreiſion, I 
flatter w vill be chought worthy of Forgiveneſs. 
————] could no longer rem the Defire I had to ſec 
you; ard the languilhing Condition I have been in 
ſince your Departure, made me believe the Air in 
V/hica you hreathe, cou'd alone reſtore me to my ac- 


cuſtomed Health, 
Ir does not appear to me, Madam, anſwered Lama 
coldly, that my Abſence has been of any prejudi ce to 
our Health; and I think, on the contrary, that Re- 
poſe and Solitude were : ca more neceſlary to You * 
than my Company. The'e Words were too kcen not to 
ive a ſenſible Wound to EKira; but ſhe teſtify'd no- 


thing of it, and contented herlelf with giving him 


Glances, which made him underſtand ſhe was not ig- 
norant of the Motive, which occaſioned her ſo indiffe- 


rent a Reception; but he appear d little touched at it, 
and 
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and giving her his Hand, conducted her to his Cloſet, 
where they remained alone together. . 

ELVIRA no ſooner ſaw herſelf at liberty, than ſhe 
burſt into a Torrent of Tears: She was ſtruck to the 
Soul at the Indifference of her Spouſe, tho' ſhe had con- 
ſtrained herſelf to conceal it * Ss Compan 15 and re- 
flecting on her Misfortunes paſt, and thoſe which now 
threatned her, How have you abandoned me, my Lord! 
ſaid The, and how do you now receive me! Have J me- 
rited this Treatment! Or did I once expect to find it 
from you! I came not hither to reproach ;; our Conduct, 
but to remind me, that you once did love me, and 
that I have, in no Action of my Lite, rendered myſelf 
unworthy of that Love; and alſo to remonſtrate, that 
it is not for your Glory a Woman of my Age ſhou'd be 
ſo long ſeparated from a Huſband ſuch as you are, 

I PROT EST to you, Madam, aniwered he, with a ma- 
licious Smile, that I am ſurprized at this ſudden Ten- 

derneſs in you vou muſt certainly be extremely 
changed, or are excellent in the Art of Diflimulation : 
But I ſhall not make it my Buſineſs to ſearch into what 
paſies in your Heart, nor wou'd have you perplex y ning 
about mine——- You had, however, much better have 
mained in Portugal, ſince it was my Deſire you ſhou'd do 
ſo — But you are come hither without my Permiſſion, 
and have ſeduced thoſe in whom I have confided to = 
your Guard; and ſuch a Couduct is not, perhaps, 
agreeable as you may think, and might give me jult ag 
cafion of Suſpicion : To prevent them, therefore, {rom 
taking growth, you muſt he more exact in your Obe edience 
at Goa, and not imagine you have any Right to a& as you 
pleaſe, if you wou'd partake the Honours to which you 
pretend. In ſpeaking theſe Words, he went out of the 
Room, without regarding her, or waiting for a Reply. 
Norrixo is more cruel to a Woman who ſacrit.ces 
all to her Duty, and whoſe Virtue is the ſole Guide of 
ail her Actions, than to have them ſet in a criminal 
L 30 by him for whoſe Sake they are done: The Soul 
cannot then avoid being agitated by a little Selt-love, 
and Conſciouineſs of not deſerving ſuch Returas ; ard 
O 3 it 
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it muſt be a more than common Goodneſs that can, 
on ſuch an Occakon, not have recourſe to Hatred or 
Contempt. The unhappy E/vira felt, in that Moment, 
that ſhe ſtood in need of all her Fortitude to vanquiſh 
her Reſentment, and to reſtrain her Thoughts from 
Ming themſelves on Objects more worthy her At- 
tachment than her perfidious and ungrateful Spouſe; 
dut driving, with all her Force, all from her Mind that 
was of Prejudice to him, ſhe at laſt returned to her 
Reſolution of bearing patiently all he ſhou'd inflict upon 
ter, ard to uſe her utmoſt E Forts to love him, and be be- 
zor ed by him, if it were poſſible; and the more to engage 
im to eſteem her, if no more, the intended to make a 
Friendſhip with the Princeſs of Achon in a ſhort Time. 

WHilz ſhe was forming theſe innocent Deſigns, her 
jealous Rival, alarmed at her Arrival, and the Reputa- 
tion of * Beauty, inſpired very different ones in 
Don B:7:hazar. The Moment he left Elvira, he went 
to her Apartment, where he found her drowned 1n 
| Tears, uttering the moit bitter Exclamations, and 
li ſtruggling with "one of her female Slaves, who endea- 
roured to hinder her from ſticking a Ponyard to her 
Heart. This SpeQacle put Lama into a Condition 
which it wou'd be very difficult to deſcribe————This 
Man, who had not been moved by the Grief and Mo- 
deity of the moſt beautiful Woman in the World, was 
now pierced to the Soul at the Sight of Deſpair in a 
Miſtreſs violent, inconſiderate, unjuſt, and extreme in 
all her Paſſions. 

HE threw nell, at her Feet, with the moſt tender 
Air, and embracing | her Knees, Adorable Princeſs ! ſaid 
he, what Misfortune can have happened great enough 
to make you think of deſtroying the moſt perfect 
Workmanſhip of Nature? Whoever has offended you, 
T am ready to revenge even were it myſelf, I here 
{v/ear to you, I wou d ſacrifice my Lite to give you Sa- 
tisfaction. 

XERINA, for that was the Name of this Princeſs, 
py a little more calm at theſe Promiſes made to her 


y her Lover; but as ſhe was no way regulated by Vir- 
| | tue 
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tue or Diſcretion, and cou'd not endure to ſhare the 
Heart of Don Ba/thazar with another, ſhe ſpared no- 
thing that might engage him to rid himſelf of Donna 
Elvira. To this End, joining to her Love and Rage 
all the Artihce of her Sex, Ungrateful, reply'd ſhe, 
looking on him with Eyes whoſe Power ſhe too well 


knew, it is on you alone I ought to wiſh Revenge 
'tis you alone who have affronted me and in ene, 
tis you who cauſe the Miſery, the Deſpair in Which 1 
am My Rival is in the Palace; ſhe enjoys a Happi- 
neſs which is only due to me — - You have now no Ey es 
but for her Charms; and while vou paſs with her all 
y our happy Moments, mine clapſe in Tears, in Bitter- 
neſs of Heart, and gnawing Anguiſh. Death only can 
terminate the Torments your fatal Paſſion has involved 
me in Ah, cruel ! continued ſhe, imagine nos 
1 will be a Witneſs of her Glory, fill up the Number or 
her Train, and ſuffer patiently your Change, and her 

Contempt; no, this Ponyard, added ſhe, catching it up 

won of Time, ſhall deliver me from the mean, the 
{-rvitc State; and J ſhall, at leaſt, have this Conſolation 
in my Death, to be aſlured of Vengeance in the Re- 
morſe which will inceſſantly purſue you. 

Tux making an Offer to ſtab herſelf, the credu- 
lous Lama, imagining he already ſaw her expire, loſt 
intirely all his Remains of ue Ba and having wreſted 
the Dagger from her Hand, and careſſing her in th. 
mott tender Manner, he aſſured her, that he haired 
Elvira, that her Preſence was no leis inſupportable to him 
than it would be to her, that he wou'd give her the moſt 
glaring Proofs of it, and that all Ga ſhou'd be Witneſs he 
ador'd only Aerina, that he wou'd live and die for his ado- 
rable Princeſs, and conjured her but to ſee in what Faſttion 
he wou'd treat her Rival, before ſhe made him any Re- 
proaches. After this, he made a thouſand Vows to {tvbnut 
to whatever ſhe cou'd exact from him, if the Manner is 
which his Inclinations led him to act did not content her. 

Tus Proteſtations appeaſed the cruel Princeſs, 
who then reſolved to demand the Execution of all ha 
had ſworn, in a ſhort Lime; but as the Price of the 
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Complaiſance ſhe-now had for him, ſhe defred that fre 
migh t never be obliged to ſec the Vice-Queen, and that 
that L: ach might have no Liberty in tke Palace. 
Don Balilazan made her no other Reply than an 
immediate Obedience, and calling in a Gentleman of 


his Train, who waited in an outer ROOM, commanded 
him to ailign Elvira an Apartment on the other Side of 


the Palace, and the n moſt d diſtant from that of his, and to 


let her know it was his Orders ſhe ſhou'd never ſtir out of 


it without Permiſſion. Then he told Aeriza, that as he 
cou'd not diſpenſe with allowing her a certain Number of 
Attendants, that cruel Princeſs ſhou'd have the naming 
of them; to the end, that being intirely devoted to her, 
they might give her an Account of the fnte ErVIEWS he had 
with his W. "te, and in what Manner he behaved to her. 
Tkxus the Ladies cf the Court who had flattered 
Ds with the Honour of belongn ng to, the Vice- 
Wecn, {aw themſelves ſu; pplanted by the Slaves of the 


Princeſs of Achen, for no other wou'd ſhe ſuffer to be 
about that unfortunate Lady ; who finding herſelf incom- 

:2ed Ly Women of that Ran D, and whote Language 

he cou'd not underſtand, and deprived of her dear Leo- 
era, was BOW in a Condition much more deplorable 
than ever ſhe had been, and infinitely worſe than ſhe 
cou'd ever have imagined he wou'd have inflicted on 
er. "The faithful Leomera, in bei ing ob iged to yield 
eto the Frincipal of * rina's Slaves, and forbid 
treſs 2 more, Was r eady to die 
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even to fee] her dear BI 
with Orief; but the unjuſt br. a wou d have it fo, aud 
2 Complaints were N 

Tu Vice-Queen was now Priſoner in her own Pa- 


— 


ace, ſerv ed! and guarded by Men and Women vholty 
OUUNYErs to her, 0 a at her Rival's Devotion; yet did 
thus virtuous Lad ſupport this Misfortune with the 
moſt firm Reſolut' he never utter: ing the leaſt Com 

plaint againſt her Liub nd, but endeavouring, with the 
utmoſt Sv eetneſs, and mot obliging Meſiage: „ to reco- 
ver his loſt Heart; but finding he had refuſed ſeeing 
her, and imagining, that what ſhe had ſaid, had not 
Been delivered to him in her own Words, ſae aſked the 
Prin- 
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Principal of the Slaves, if ſhe were forbid writing to 
him, and that if ſhe were not, entreated ſhe wou'd fur- 
nich her with the Means: This Woman, whoſe Name 
was 7 hainar, had, in a ſervile Condition, Sentiments 
more generous than thoſe of Aerina, tho' a Princeſs. 

Taz Beauty of the Vice-Queen, her Sweetneſs, and 
her Misfortunes, touched her with the moſt tender Com- 
paſſion: She loved her, ſhe bewailed her, and won'd 
tain have propoſed ſomething for her Conſolation ; bur 
the Character of the Princeſs of Alun was too welt 
known to her, for her to dare to expreſs any Emotions 
{o contrary to her own. She had been enjoined to treat 
this unhappy Lady with the utmoſt Rigour, and not to 
give her the leaſt Liberty, on pain of Death: She, 
therefore, was extremely perplexed at this Demand; 
however, being willing to ſatisfy her, without hazarding 
herſelf, ſhe told her, that ſhe wou'd entreat Permiſſion 
of the Priaceſs, without v:hoſe Orders ſhe cou'd not 
venture to give her Pen and Ink. Donna Elvira cou'd 
not ſuppreſs her Sighs at this Reply, and Thamar was 
obliged to turn away, to conceal the Senſibility ſhe had 
of her own enforced Cruelty ſhe went from her 
to Aerina, and related the Requeſt had been made to 
her by the Vice-Queen: I have refuſed her, Madam, 
{aid the, till I know your Commands; but if I might 

reſume to ſpeak my Thoughts on this Matter, I think 
it your Intereſt to know the Sentiments of your Rival ; 
it 15 certain ſhe will not diſcover them before us, being 
all your Creatures, but will, doubtleſs, diſburthen her 
whole Soul in her Letters to her Spouſe ; tis, therefore, 
my Advice, that you ſuffer her to write, and that J de- 
liver the Letter, after you have read it, to the Viceroy, 
as you may alfo ſee his Anſwer, before it reaches her 
Hand ; and by that diſcover the true Situation of his. 
Heart, and how far you may depend on the Veracity of 
his Paſſion for you, and Indiffereace for her. 

TukEsE Arguments were ſo conformable to the Hu- 
mour of Xerina, that joined to the Curioſity of ſeeing 
in what manner her Rival wou'd expreſs her Re- 
gard, made her tell Thamar, that ihe approved her De- 
lign, and bid her not carry any Letter to Be/ihazar, 

O x5 till 
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till ne had firſt ſnewed it to her; but that, above ali 
things, the mult keep Elvira from any Suſpicion of her 
ſeeing it, becauſe it wou'd put a Reſtraint upon her Pen. 
The Slave aſſured her, ſhe wou'd act in every thing ac- 
cording to her Command, tho” ſhe was far from deſign- 
ing it, and return to Elvira, attended as uſual, but for- 
bear giving any Anſwer to her Demand, till night 
when ſhe was in Bed; becauſe being the only Perſon 
that lay in her Chamber, ſhe wou'd then have an Op- 
portunity of ſpeaking to her without Witneſles. 

Wren the Time correſponded with her Deſigns, 
Elvira being in Bed, and all the other Slaves retired, 
ſhe came near to her, and having drawn the Curtain; 
All, Madam, faid ſhe, in broken Portugueſe, but the 
Viceroy and Princeſs of Achon, are grieved for you : 
But, methinks, their Hearts and their Conditions are not 
equal they are of high Birth, and free, yet are 
they Tyrants, cruel, and unjuſt I am a 
Slave, yet am I tender and compaſſionate ; your Miſ- 
fortunes touch me; I wou'd gladly ſweeten your Cap- 
tivity, and will uſe my utmoſt Eforts for that Purpoſe ; 
zut the Fidelity with which I ſerve you, muſt be con- 
cealed with the extremeſt Caution. Then ſhe informed 
her of all ſhe had ſaid to Aerina, and the Method ſhe 
took to prevail on her to give Conſent, that ſhe ſhou'd 
be allowed to write to Don Balbaxar. 

Oe what Importance is it to you, added ſhe, that 
Four Rival reads your Letter, as your Spoule will re— 
ccive it afterwards ? But I wou'd not have you mention 
her in it; complain only of me, and of my Cruelties, 
entreat that I may be diſplaced, for that is the only 
Way to continue me here, and to give me an Opportu- 
nity of expreſſing the Zeal I have to ſerve you, and mi- 
tigate your Sufterings. If I had taken your Letter with- 
out 1:torming the Princeſs of it, the wou'd have be- 
leved me in your Intereſt, and I ſhou'd have been diſ- 
miſſed from you, and ſeverely puniſhed ; but if you ob- 
ſerve the Conduct I have preſcribed, I ſhall eftabliſh 
myielf in her Confdence, and thereby be in a State to 
render you Services 
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TH. IAR was proceeding, but Elvira cou'd hold 
no longer from interrupting her; ſhe ſo little expected 
to find a Conſolation of thus kind, that it aſtoniſhed her 
beyond Meaſure : She fixed her Eyes on the Slave all 
the Time ſhe was ſpeaking, in order to diſcover in her 
Looks, if this exterior Goodneſs did not conceal ſome 
Treachery. She was young, amiable, had an open and 
free Countenance, and while the was talking to her in 
this Manner, ſcemed more herſelf, than when ſhe ap- 
peared in that ſevere and ill-1atured Air, which ſhe was 
obliged to affect before the other Slaves; all theſe things 
COnj01! ning, made her hope the was ſincere. 

You arc, perhaps, ſaid Elvira to her, endeavouring 


to prove how far my Credulity extends; for Ioan fo - 


lictle comprehend, that a Favourite of the Princeſs of 
Achau can be fonfible of the ills 1 utter, that it is not 
without great Difticulty I can believe you. I ice no- 
thing, indeed, in your Perſon, which does not merit all 
the Confidence you wou'd inſpire me with; but the 
Kank you hold with my Ri al, fo little accords with 
your Words, that you cannot be furprized, if I am du- 
bious However, be your Deſign what it will, 
as mine is only to ſpeak to my Huſt and, 1 ſhall make 
no dcrvple to truſt you with my Letters to hum ; neither 
am I ſoilicitous What V ay to take, fo they at laſt arrive 
at his Hands. 

I ExPECTED no leg, Madam, anſwered Thamar {mi- 
ling, nor do I deſire you will depend till you have pro- 
ved how ſincerely I am inclined to ſerve e YOu J only 
beg you will write in the Manner I have adviſed. In 
ſpeaking t! thete Words ſhe clofed the Cortains again, and 
left 6 Elvira « at t liberty to reflect on what the had 
to do. This beautiful Perion paſlo 4 the greateit Part of 
the Migh t in th: using Heaven for having ing ſpired Pi 1 * 
for her 11 i5, n 4 Brea i „here the ſo little had hoped to 
"Es It, and in SINE ing in what Terms ſhe ſhou'd ad- 
dreis herſelf to her pertdious Spouſe. 

As ſoon 33 Themar foand he was awake, ſhe hroug ht 
her what waz — uy for her to write. Malte your 
Lotter, Madam. 10 ud the, for the Hour approaches in 
which I muſt attemi the Princes s Evra nzde no An- 

Wer. 
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ſwer, but taking the Pen in her Hand, decyphered to 
Ba/thizar all the Emotions of her Soul, in the molt 
touching and tender Manner, expreſſed the Violence of 
her Grief, that he had not been once to viſit her, ſince 
the time he received her from on board ; conjured him 
to pardon her Diſobedience in coming to Goa without 
his Permiſſion, aſſured him, ſhe was compelled to tha: 
Action, merely by the Fears for his Health, which his 
long Silence had occaſioned ; beſeeching him not to de- 
prive her of his Preſence, that ſhe cou'd ſupport every 
thing but the want of ſeeing him ; and that the ſuffered 
patiently the Affronts and ill Treatment of the Slave 
Tamar, but that ſhe hoped he authorized not her Inſo- 
lence, and that he wou'd remember ſhe was of a Birth, 
which ought to exempt her from the Indignities to 
which ſhe was expoſed; and concluded with telling 
him, that in what manner ſoever he behaved toward 
her, ſhe wou'd never fail in her Duty to him. 

Ha vixc finiſhed her Letter, ſhe gave it to the Slave, 
who immediately carried it to Aerina : This Princeſs 
finding no Complaint in it againſt herſelf, nor the leaſt 
Notice that ſhe attributed her Misfortunes to her, nor 
indeed any thing which ſhe imagined wou'd be able to 
change the preſent Sentiments of the Viceroy, gave it 
to him herſelf, well fatisfy'd tha: Thamar had ſo well 
executed her Orders. Don Balthazar read it with Un- 
concern, and then reſtored it to Aerina, intreating her 
to believe, he cou'd be ſenſible of nothing that came 
from that Quarter, and forbid Tamar to bring him any 
more of her Epiſtles. | 

'Tuz Princets of Achon triumphed within herſelf, to 
ind the Heart of Lama in the Situation {he wiſhed : 
There was nothing now to be ſeen in the Palace, but 
Balls, Feaſts, and publick Entertainments, of which 
the had all the Honours; Don Balthazar ſeeming to 
glo y in the Paiton he had for her, and neither of them 
taking any Care to conceal their criminal Intercourſe 
from the Eyes of the Court and People, while the Vice- 
Queen ipent her Days in the moſt ſtrait Captivity, pitied 
b» all Gza, but without any Conſolation, except what ſhe 
received from the Cares of Thamar, who being obliged 

to 
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to conftrain herſelf to appear cruel and ſevere before th 
reſt of the Domeſticks, cou'd only teſtify her good 
Wiſhes, and the Softneſs of her Nature, when they 
were alone together. | 
IT was near a Month ſince the Arrival of Donna 
Elvira, in all which Time Don Balthazar had never 
been once to ſee her,. nor cou'd all ſhe wrote to him, or 
expreſs in Meſſages, be able to move him to any Pity 
for her Condition, or Repentance for his Treatment of 
her. But notwithſtanding his Inflexibility, the jealous 
Aerina was not content, and finding that the Griefs of 
her Rival were not ſufficient to deprive her of her Life, 
had not yet her End : She doubted not, but if ſhe cou'd 
once {ee her laid in Earth, ſhe ſhou'd immediately poſ- 
ſeſs her Place, and therefore reſolved to deſtroy her at 
what rate ſoever. | 
Tu perjured Lama wiſhed no leſs than ſhe to break 
the Bonds which attached him to Elvira, and oppoſed 
the Means Aerina was every Day offering him, tor no 
other Reaſon, than becauſe he thought them dangerous: 
Nobody, ſaid he, will dare to intermeddle between me 
and my Wife, how ill ſoever I uſe her; but ſhou'd any 
Diſcovery be made, that I attempted on her Life, the 
whole World wou'd become my Accuſers, and I muſt 
inevitably ſhare the Fate of other Murderers. But all 
his Arguments were too weak to convince Ariza he 
owed her not this Mark of his Affection; and therefore 
left nothing uneſſayed, Which might oblige him to give 
it her. The firſt Step ſhe took, was to counterfeit fo 
profound 2 Melancholy, that all the Diverſions Lama was 
continually preparing for her, ſeemed rather to augment 
than diminiſh it. He was troubled beyond meaſure at 
the Condition in which he ſaw her, and preſſed her every 
moment to an Explanation o: the Cauſes, calling Heaven 
and Earth to witnets his Love and his Fidelity. To this 
the cunning Aeriza anſwered only wich her Tears, and 
conjuring him not to ceaſe loving her, notwithitanding 
the Decay of her Beauty; ne, who {ound her as charming 
as ever, made her a thouſand Proteſtations of an eternal 
Conſtanc/, and all their Converiations ended with the 
Tears 
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Tears of the one, and the Aſſurances of the other. Every 
Day ſeemed to bring with it an Increaſe of Grief, and at 
laſt whoever had ſeen her, wou'd have imagined her wholly 
abandoned to Deſpair ; then pretending to be quite over- 
come by the inward Agitations of her Soul, ſhe made herſelf 
be kept in bed, and her Attendants gave out that ſhe was 
dying. Don Balthazar, alarmed almoit to Piſtraction, 
quitted the moſt important Buſineis, and never ſtrred 
from her Apartment; and by all his Actions teſtiſy'd, 
that his Life was abſolutely attached to hers. As he was 
fitting by her one Day on the Bed-fide, all bathed in 
Tears for her imagined Danger, and proteſting he nei- 
ther cou'd nor wou'd ſurvive her Loſs ; No, iny Lord, 
ſaid ſhe, tenderly preſſing his Hand, I only ought to die 
as an Expiation for the Crime my Pride has made me 
uilty of, in imagining myſelt worthy of your Love. 
. Elæira is, doubtleſs, much more ſo than I, ſince 
Heaven permits her to live, and deſtroys me. It is not, 
however, by her Tendernets for you, for you have often 
told me ſhe never loved you Alas ! continued ſhe, 
who can ever love you like the unfortunate Azrina ? Lis 
the too perfect Affection I have for you, that ſends me to 
my Grave You cannot be intirely mine, and I can- 
not live without being yours The Death of E/vira a- 
lone can give you to the Princeſs of Achon; and it is the 
Death of this Princeſs, that muſt reſtore you to Z/1irg 
It is juſt, my Lord, that I ſhou'd be the Sacrifice; 
and I ſhall reſign my laſt Breath with Pleaſure, added ſhe, 
putting his Hand to her Mouth, and kiſſing it paſſionately, 

if my Death will aſſure your Felicity. | 
Wuar Words were theſe for a Man to hear, who 
doated, who ador'd like Don Ba/thazar ! they failed 
not to work on him all the Effect the cruel Acrina had 
deſigned them for ——— Ah ! tis too much, Ma- 
dam, cry'd he; if to preſerve your Life, that of Elvira 
muſt be ſacrificed, I deliver her up to you or- 
dain command let all periſh, rather than my 
adorable Princeſs. Oh! how tranſporting is this Pro- 
miſe ! interrupted ſhe, and how capable is it of prolong- 
ing my Days, if it be as Gncere as it is full of Love 
What 
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What muft be done to prove it ſo? reſumed Lama, in 
the moſt vehement Tone, You muſt, reply'd Xerina, 
make me the immediate Miſtreſs of Elvira's Fate; ap- 
prove my Deſigns, ſupport me in the Execution of 
them, and fix my Happineſs, by being united to me for 
ever. Don Baithazar was fo ftrongly infatuated by this 
Princeſs, and the Paſſion he had for her ſo contrary to 
Reaſon and good Senſe, that he regarded nothing, but 
rendering her contented, and teſtifying the Violence of 
his Love : He conſented in a Moment, and without any 
Heſitation, to all ſhe aſked, and made a thouſand Oaths 
to approve all ſhe did, and to ſecond her himſelf, if it 
were neceſſary. The barbarous Xerina made known her 
Joy, and the Senſe ſhe had of his Compliance, by all 
that the moſt tender and attracting Love cou'd inſpire ; 
and knew ſo well how to engage him by her Carefles and 
Endearments, that wholly overcome with Rapture, his 
very Soul was moulded to what Form ſhe pleaſed to give 
it, and from that Time he talked with her of poiſoning 
or ſtabbing Elvira, with the ſame Indifference as he 
wou'd have done on any ordinary Matter. 

Bur while they were conſulting on Means, the moſt 
ſure and ſecret, for the Deſtruction of Elvira, Heaven 
protected her innocent Life, by ſending to her Aid the 
only Perſon capable of relieving her in this Extremity. 

Don Sebaſtian de Suza, who embarked ſoon after her, 
having a favourable Wind, arrived at Goa, almoſt as 
ſoon as that beautiful Unfortunate. On his landing, 
he went, with his faithful 4/varez, to the Houſe of 
a Few, whom he had known at Lifton, and who for 
{ome Service he had done the State, had obtained Per- 
miſſion to eſtabliſh himſelf in Goa, or any Part in the 
Dominions of the King of Portugal, according as his 
Commerce demanded his Preſence; and this it was 
v/ hich gave him the Liberty of coming from time to 
time to Liſbon; to ſell Slaves, of which he made a 
great Traffic. Don Sebaſtian, who knew that Intereſt 
was the firſt great Mover among thoſe ſort of People, 
made him a Preſent of a large Purſe of Gold; and 
by that Proof of an extraordinary Liberality, 9 
| im 
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him to conceal them at his Houſe, till they had time 
to reflect how they ſhou'd proceed. 

Tug Few, who doubted not but he ſhou'd greatly 
advance himſelf by this Confidence, was iincerely re- 
ſolved to do his utmoſt to ſerve him. And as he had 
alſo conſiderable Dealings in Diamonds and Pearls, as 
well as Slaves, he had frequent Acceſs to the Viceroy, 
the Princeſs of Achon, and all the other great Perſons re- 
ſiding at Ca; and Suza knowing this, charged him 
with the firſt Commiſſion, to find out what had paſſed 
at the Palace ſince the Arrival of the Vice-Queen, and 
in what manner ſhe was treated by her Huſband. But 
it was little neceſſary to go out for an Information of 
that kind; the Conduct of the Viceroy was too well 
known in that Particular, to be a Secret to thoſe who 
troubled themſelves leaſt with enquiring into what was 
doing in the World; and, on Don Sebaiau's mention- 
ing it, the other immediately related to him the Recep- 
tion he had given her, the ſtrait Captivity in which ſhe 
lived, the Cruelty of driving from her Leonora, and the 
abſolute Power the Princeſs of Achen had over the Ac- 
tions of the Viceroy. 

SCARCE cou'd Sebaſtian contain his Rage at this Dif- 
courſe, but having reſolved to do nothing which might 
violate the Promiſe he had made his Mother, or riſque 
the Loſs of Ein for ever; he ſummoned all his Pati- 
ence to his Aid, and demanded of the Jeb, if there 
was not a Poſſibility of ſpeaking to Leonora. Nothing 
can be more eaſy, reply'd he; tor when ihe was bamih- 
ed from her Miſtreſs, ſhe addreſſed herſelf to me for a 
Lodging, and having no Conveniencies myſelf at that 
time, I placed her in the Houfe of an Acquaintance, 
one Who is originally a Portugusſe, but has been ſettled 
a long time at G. There needed no more for Don 
Sebaſtian to entreat he v.ou'd bring her to his Houſe at 
Night; which the other aſſuring him he wou'd do, he 
went direchy to her, and telling her he had ſomething of 
Importance to communicate to her, Which it was not pro- 
per to ſpeak, but in his on Houſe, defired ſhe wou'd not 
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LEONORA, who was not of an Ape to fear thoie 
Accidents to which Youth is liable, and had alſo re- 
ceived many Obligations from the Jau, ſince ſhe bad 
left her Mittreſs, made no difficulty of aſſuring him ſhe 
wou'd be there. 

Tur Hour being arrived, ſhe kept her Promiſe, and 
was no ſooner entered, than the Fezv conducted her to 
the Apartment of Don Sebaſtian, who no ſooner per- 
cerved her, than he ran to her, caught her in his Arms, 
and embraced her with a Vehemence, which gave her 
Suſpicions very different from the Truth; but having 
lifted up her Veil, with a defign to undeceive a Perſon, 
who, ſhe imagined, miſtook her for ſome other and 
younger Perſon, ſhe no ſooner caſt her Eyes on him, 
than ſhe returned his Careſſes with Uſury ; and burſting 
into Tears of Joy and Aſtoniſnment, My Lord, ſaid 
the, by what Miracle has Heaven ſent me a Conſolation 
ſo little expected? Alas] dear Leonora, reply'd Suxa, I 
am not in a Condition to give you any, and come but 
to demand it of you. Leonora, to whom theſe Words 
brought all the Misfortunes of Efvire freſh to mind, 
cou'd make no other Anſwer than Tears ; but recolle&- 
ing the Freedom ſhe had uſed to him before the Fexv, 
ſhe withdrew from his Arms, and reſuming a Counte- 
nance more reſpectful, Pardon me, my Lord, faid ſhe, 
if the Exceſs of my Surprize and Joy made me. forget 
the Diſtance I ought to obſerve towards you ; but my 
Age, my Zeal, and your Goodneſs, I hope, will autho- 
rize the Liberty I have taken. Don Seva/izan deſired 
ſhe wou'd not change her Manner of Behaviour, and 
told her, that he regarded her, as the Mother of all 
that was dear to him in the World. 

Taxis Diſcourſe, mingled with Joy, with Grief, 
and with Reſpect, made the Ju perceive, that Don 
Sebaſlian had a lively Intereſt in every thing that con- 
cerned the Vice-Queen, and that he had, indeed, very 

oweriul Reaſons for keeping himſelf concealed : In 
this Thought he withdrew, not to conſtrain them by 
his Preſence. When Leonora ſaw him go out, the de- 


manded of Don Sebaſtian, what had brought him into 
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a Place where he had every thing to fear from the Ma- 
lice and Power of his Rival. 

Trex this faithful Lover of Elchira made her a fin- 
cere Recital of the Apprehenſions which had tormented 
him for the Fate of that dear Object, and told her, that 
his Deſign was to inſinuate himſelf in ſome Diſguiſe to 
the Family of Lama, in hope thereby, he might be ſer- 
viceable to Elvira. Leonora approved of one Part of 
his Intention, but diſſuaded him from going into the 
Family of the Viceroy : It is not in his Palace, ſaid 
ſhe, that you can be any way uſeful to his Wite ; you 
wou'd there know little of her Aﬀairs, and be every 
Hour expoſed to the Danger of being known; and ſince 
you have no other Motive than the Protection of the 
Vice-Queen, in caſe any thing farther ſhou'd be at- 
tempted againſt her, my Advice is, that you get your- 
ſelf introduced to the Service of the Princeſs of Achon, 
It is in her Apartment, that all Reſolutions are taken, 
all Projects form'd and by her Orders all things are 
executed. All the Slaves "hat attend on Ekvira come 
to her every Day, and give an Account of the ſmalleſt 
of her Actions, and receive the Commands of that 
Princeſs in what Manner they ſhall treat her the 
inconſiderate Lama neither thinks, nor acts but accord- 
ing to her Will, The Few Jaac, with whom you are, 
I believe can do you ſervice on this Occahon ; he is 
well acquainted with the Princeſs ; ſhe frequently truſts 
him with the moſt ſecret Commiſſions :- And as you are 
not known Ly any of her People, can run no great 
Riſque in being there. You may alſo be informed of 
every thing concerning the Vice-Queen, by making 
Friendthips with the Slaves that ſerve her, and who are 
continually going and coming from one Apartment to 
the other. But above all things, I wou'd have you gain, 
if poſſible, the Truſt of a young Woman called Ja- 
mar, who was the chief of thoſe placed about the Vice- 
Queen, and a great Favourite of the Princeſs. I know 
not alſo, added Leonora, what to think of it; but J 
have of late met this Slave, and ſhe has always made 
Signs to me, as tho* ſhe had ſomething to communi- 
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cate ; but I have hitherto not dared to take any notice 
of them, fearing ſome Treachery: However, if ſhe 
reiterates them, I am reſolved to accoſt her on the firſt 
Opportunity that offers, 

Dox Sebaſtian found Leonora's Argument ſo good, 
that, perſuaded alſo by Afvarez, who trembled for his 
going to Lama's Palace, he heſitated not if he ſhou'd 
proceed according to her Counſel. Nothing was now 
wanting, but the means of introducing him to Azrina ; 
to obtain which, he judged it proper to confide entircly 
in the Few, and Alvarex having made him come in, 
it wou'd be fruitleſs, ſaid Don Seba/liaz, to go about 
to conceal from you that I have powerful Reaſons to 
inform myſelf, as much as poſſible, of the Amours of 
the Viceroy and the Princeſs of Achon; all the Queſ- 
tions I have already aſked you, have ſufficiently inform- 
ed you how deeply I am intereſted : But to be better 
inſtructed in them, and without Hazard, I have recourte 
to your Induſtry, to procure me Admiſſion to the Ser- 
vice of that Princeſs, and to recommend me as a Man 
who may be neceſſary to her in many things; but 1 
wou d be ſo diſguiſed, as to render it impoſſible for any of 
the Portugueſe, who have ſeen me in Liſbon, to know me 
again. If, continued he, you can do me this Service, my 
Gratitude for it ſhall be without bounds. The Jew had 
already too much experienced the Generoſity of Suza, to 
doubt the Effect of his Promiſes, and having aſſured him ot 
his Diſcretion and Fidelity, he told him, that nothing was 
more eaſy than what he deſired: That with the Juice of a 
certain Herb that grew in thoſe Parts, he cou'd dye his 
Skin a perfect black, and ſo well alter his Countenance, 
that even Alvarex ſhou'd not believe he were his Maſter, 
did he not ſee the Operation; that thus diſguiſed, he 
wou'd preſent him to Arina, as a Slave, whoſe ſingular 
Merit and uncommon Qualification rendered worthy her 
Acceptance. 

Dox Sebaſtian was charmed with this Expedient, and 
the more fo, as he cou'd ſpeak the Iadian Language 
with the ſame Eaſe as if born in the Country; becauſe 
being of a Family which had a Right to pretend to the 
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higheſt Dignities, and that of the Viceroy of the er, 
being what he flattered himſelf with being one day poſ- 
ſefled of, he had taken care in his Youth to perfect him - 
ſelf in the Language, that he might be able to ſpeak to 
the Natives, and judge of thoſe things which regarded 
them, without ſtanding in need of an Interpreter. 

He wou'd not defer making trial of this Herb, of 
which the u gave ſuch Praiſes. Every body knows 
that the rates abound in it, and that the Juice incorpo- 
rates itſelf ſo perfectly into the Skin, that it quite takes 
away the natural Colour. The Merchants who deal in 
Slaves, often deceive their Cuſtomers, by dying their 
Negroes ; thoſe who are the blackeſt, being reckoned 
the moſt beautiful. All that diſquieted Lecnera, was, 
that it wou'd not be eaſy to reſtore Don Sehaſtian to his 
native Colour; but the Je having aſſured her, that he 
had a Water which wou'd take the whole Tincture off 
whenever he pleaſed, ſhe had nothing to object in Oppo- 
lition to fo great a Diſgviſe. | 

18S 44C went that moment in ſearch of the Herb, 
and having preſſed out the Jvice, he rubb'd it all over 
Don Sebaſtian, who, from the moſt lovely of all the 
Portugueſe, became preſently the moſt perfect of all the 
Negroes. The Metamorphoſis was ſo great, that Leo- 
nora and Alvarex loſt all their Fears of his being 
known; and this faithful Domeſtic, who cou'd not en- 
dure to be ſeparated from his Maſter, wou'd have the 
ſame Operation practiſed on himſelf, that he might be 
in a ſtate fit to accompany him in every thing. There 
was now nothing remaining but to preſent them to Xe- 
a, Which the Jew promiſed to do the next Day. 
Don Sebaſtian and Lecnora agreed to render each other 
an exact Account of all they cou'd learn, and that their 
Place of Meeting ſhou'd be at the Jes; after which, 
they ſeparated till the next Day, when Leoncra was to 
come again. 

Tuo' all theſe Projects cou'd not promiſe any very 
great Adventures, yet Don Sebaſtian was fo pleaſed with 
being in the ſame City with Elvira, to be near her, 
and to be able to hear News of her every Hour, * 
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had put to his Felicity, and hegan to flatter himfelf that 
ſomething, tho' what, he cou'd not gueſs, wou'd hap- 
pen to crown his utmoſt Wiſhes in the End. 

A True Affection is cafily alarmed, and as eaſily flat- 
tered ; the leaft thing throws the Mind that harbours it 
into Deſpair, and the leaft thing ſerves to tranſport and 
elevate it; and as it often indulges the moſt cruel Tor- 
ments, ſo it adds the ſweeteſt Extaſies to the moſt in- 
ſiznificant Pleaſures. Suza, in the Reflection that all 
he undertook had Elvira for the Object, that his In- 
quietudes, his Voyage, his Diſguiſe, were all for her 
ſake, took a delight in them, as if each of theſe 
things aſſured him of her Poſſeſſion. It is not to be 
wondered at, therefore, that thoſe Steps which, in the 
Eyes of others, ſeemed inſignificent, appeard to him 
the moſt uſeful and neceſſary that con'd be. Lesnera 
thought much in the ſame manner with him, and ſaw 
nothing to fear for Eluira, ſince Don Sebaſiran was at 
Ga: His Preſence had given her a Tranquillity the had 
never enjoyed ſince her Separation from her Miftreſs ; 
and ſhe thought of notning now but the Means of en- 
tertaining Thamar, and knowing the Motive of the Ad- 
vances that young Slave had made to her. This amia- 
ble Maid, who knew the Confidence the Vice-Queen 
had in her Nurſe, thought it wou'd be ſome little Conſo- 
lation to the Ills ſhe laboured under, to hear che News of 
that favourite Domeſtic, and, at the fame time, prove 
the Sinceritv of her own Attachment to that unhappy 
Lady: It was with this Intention, that having met her 
the next Day, after the Converſation the had with Ei- 
ra about the Letter, ſhe had made Signs to her, and 
which ſhe continued to do, as often as Fortune threw 

er in her Way: But the Indifference which Leancra 
teilifed, joined with the Diſdain wich which Lama re- 
ceived the Letter from his Wife, put her in fo ill a Hu- 
mour, that the Vice-Queen, who heedtully examined 
all her Actions, cou'd not but perceave it. 

Tr1s beautiful Lady, who had known too many Sor 
rows to be able to put an agreeable Face on things 
relating to her own Fate, imagined the Diſcontent ot 
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Thamar proceeded from the little ſhe cou'd find to accuſe 
her of to her Huſband or the Princeſs of Achon, and 
grew now more than ever reſerved to her. Thamar had 
a penetrating Wit, and a Mind not eaſily deceived ; ſhe 
ſaw into the V ice-Queen' s Suſpicions, but regretted them 
only ſo far as to clear itſelf, if, by any Way, the cou'd 
do it. She, therefore, reſolved to ſpeak to Leonora; and 
the next Morning, which was on that Don Sebaſtian and 
Alvarez were preſented to Aerina, as ſhe went to the 
Apartment of that Princeſs, was muſing on the Means 
ſhe ſhou'd make uſe of, to oblige the Nurſe to regard her 
more than ſhe had hitherto done. 

As Leonora now wiſhed nothing more than to en- 
counter her, ſhe went early in the Morning, wrapp'd up 
in her Veil, to wait the Hour of Thamar's going, ac- 
cording to ber Cuſtom, to the Princeſs of Achon. Thus 
both of them equally impatient of entertaining each 
other, were not long e'er they met; and reciprocally 
advancing, ſtood when they approached more near, ex- 
amining, as it were, each other, without ſpeaking. 
Leonora was the firſt chat broke Silence; I have taken 
Notice, ſaid ſhe, that you feveral Times have teſtified a 
Deſire to ſpeak to me ] either greatly deceive my- 
ſelf, or you think I may be uſefal in ſomething. Yes, 
Leoncra, ſaid Thamar, without any Heſitation, you are 
extremely neceſſary ro me, to prove to the Vace-Queen 
that Jam not leſs devoted to her than yourſelf : I love 
her Perſon, I pity her Misfortunes, I admire her Virtue ; 
I ferve Arina, but with Regret; J fee her Amours 
with Horror, and how dangerous ſocver it may be to 
me to indulge theſe Sentiments, I cannot think I hazard 
any thing in revealing them to you, whoje own Inte- 
re{t 1t 1s to conceal them; - I wou'd ſerve Elvira in eve— 
ry thing in my Power; but how can J do it, while 
ſhe keeps me in Ignorance of every thing that paſſes in 
her Heart ? And how can I be informed, when ſhe puts 
no Confidence in my Words? Tis your Part then, pru- 
dent Leonora, to convince her of my Zeal ; let me give 
her, at leaſt, the Conſolation of heari: ng Ban yOu, un- 


der your own Hand ---—- write to her, and ſuffer me 
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to deliver to her your Letter, you ſhall find I will bring 
you an Anſwer with the utmoſt Pnnctuality; and this 
may aiture both the one and the other of you, how 
much you may depend upon the Integrity of the Slave 
Thamar. You are very prefling, replied Leonera, but 
whether you are ſincere or not, I riſque nothing in a- 
greeing to your Demand; ſince it is natural for me to 
make known to her whom I have nurſed, the Grief I 
am in to be ſeparated from her, nor can they do any 
thing more to me than they have already done: But if 
I write, continued ſhe, where ſhall I find you to give 
you my Letter? | 

THAMAR pauſed a little before ſhe anſwered, and 
then looking on her with an Air of Satisfaction, at the 
Expedient ſhe had found, Go, ſaid ſhe, and inquire for 
a certain Few named {/aac, no Man is more known at 
Goa, give him your Letters, | will take care to pre- 
pare him for recciving any thing ſhall be left for me ; 
and it will be a way the moſt ſafe and ſecret we can 
take. Adieu, continued ſhe, a long Converſation may 
render us ſuſpected ; depend upon me. With theſe 
Words ſhe turned away, and left Lecuera thoroughly 
perſuaded of her Fidelity, and charmed that it was the 
Few !ſaac ſhe had pitched upon for the Confidant of 
this innocent eee me ; as ſhe knew he was not 
then at home, ſhe returned to her own Lodgings, to write 
to Donna Elvira, that fie might carry the Letter with 
her, when ſhe ſhou'd come back from. preienting the 
pretended Slaves to the Princeſs of Achor. 

THAMAR went directly to the Palace, where ſhe 
found 7aac with Don Sebaſtian and Alvarez, attend- 
ing her coming, in order to introduce them to Ar- 
„ina; this amiable Maid cou'd not behold the ſuppoſed 
Negroes without Admiration, and having examined 
them with the utmoſt Attention, Thoſe are two beau- 
titul Meors, ſaid the to the FJexv, in a low Voice, hon 
long have you had them, and to what End have you 
brought them hither ? aac, who was willing to begin 
by gaining Thamar, reply'd to her with an Air of 
Confidence, They are yet more perfect than you think 
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them, beautiful Tat; they play admirably on all 
Sorts of Initruments, and the youngelt of them has a 
ſingular Art in making of Sherbet and Chocolate: As ! 
knew the Delicacy of the Princeſs in theſe things, 1 
came with a Deſign to intreat her Acceptance of tuen, 
demanding no other Recompence # for the Preſent I malte 
her of them, than that ſhe will uſe her Intereit with 
the Viceroy, for my Protection in the Commerce I ſha!l 
make at Goa. You aſk very little, ſaid ſhe, ſmiling, 
for ſo extraordinary a Gift, and I believe you have no 
Occaſion for any Recommendation in this Afar, the 
Air of your Slaves ſpeaks for them ; but 1t you have 
any need of me at any time, you muſt do me a Piece 
of Service, which I will take care to requite : I have 
a Corre! pondence with a Perſon, which { would have 
remain a Secret; I have therelore ordered Letters to be 
left for me at your Houſe, oblige me to take care of 
them, as alſo of any I ſhall leave with you, till call'd 
for: Sou are enoug h accuſtomed to theſe Sort of Em- 
ployments, not to think it ſtrange a Perion of my Age 
ſhou'd have ſome Adven tures, 3 it is proper to 
conceal. aac aſſured her of his Diligence, and thought 
this R. equoſt a H: wp b Lit eſs {or the two feigned Slaves, as 
his comp: lying with it wou'd aſſure them of good Treat- 
ment from her. He had no ſooner ſworn to perform 
with the utmoſt Integrity, What ſhe deſired, than the 
Princeſo's Door opened, and Thamar went out alone; 
and after having feat ted her Malice and Cruelty with the 
= ended Periecution the gave har ſhe told her of 
he Preſent ae was waiting to make her Highneſs. 
Tuts cruel Princeſs, who was ſor turning every 
thing to the Satisfaction of her Love and Jeatouly, pre- 
fently imagin'd theſe new Slaves might be uiciul to 
her Deſi zns, and commanded they ſhou'd be brought 
In. She "waited not for the Few to give her a Detail 
of their good Qualities ; their Beauty, fine Shape, and 
that Air of Grandeur and Fierceneis waich ip arkled 
in Sebaſſian's Eyes, pleaſed her in ſuch ſort, that ſhe 
appropriated them before ljaac had time to offer them 
kiowever, he made his Compiiment, and j EY 
Raving 
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having thanked him, ordered them to remain in her 
Service. | 

Tuus was Don Sebaſtian in the Palace of the Prin- 
ceſs of Achon; and the Buſineſs appointed for him, 
was chiefly to make Chocolate and Sherbet. ac 
took his L.eave of them, having given them what In- 
ſtructions he thought were neceſſary for the gaining 
Thamar. But theſe Leſſons were altogether needleſs, 
a Maſter more learned than he, had already inſpired 
Atverez with the Deſire and Art of pleaſing that beau- 
tiful Slave; the firſt Moment he beheld her, his Heart 
became intirely devoted to her, and Love, which has 
the ſame Effect on inferiour Perſons as on the Great, 
made him feel, for her, the Ardency of the ſame Fires 
with which his Maſter burned for the incomparable 
Elæira; and, by the invincible Effects of Sympathy, 
Thamar had alſo for him Sentiments not very different 
from his, tho' Modeſty and Prudence made her reſtrain 
them from arriving at too high a Pitch, till ſhe ſhou'd 
be more acquainted how worthy he was of them : Be- 
des, in ſpite of all the Attractions ſhe found in him, 
his Colour was a little ſhocking to her Thoughts; how- 
ever, the force of her Deſtiny overbore this natural 
Averſion. Don Sebaſtian behaved to her with the 
greateſt Complaiſance, and entreated ſhe wou'd favour 
him ſo far, as to inform him what things, in his power 
ty periorm, wou'd be moſt agreeable to the Princeſs ; 
ihe promifed him to do ſo, but quitting him as ſoon as 
poſſible, ſhe returned to the Apartment of the Vice- 
(Queen, where after ſhe had told her the Converſation 
ſhe had held with Leonora, and that ſhe had ſettled a 
Correſpondence, ſo as they might hear News of each 
other every Day; Sge, Madam, ſaid ſhe, the Meatures 
{ take to prove myſelf worthy of your Confidence; 
and if I cou'd do much more, tho' at the hazard of 
my Lite, for the Eaſe of yours, I wou'd with the ſame 
Keadinets undertake it. 

Doxna ELTira now no longer ſtruggled with the 
Inclination ſhe had to believe her; and the next 
Day having received the Letter from Les ora, and 
gieing Thamaer another in anſwer to it, heſitated not if 
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2 hou'd confers to her that ſhe was as ſenſible as ſhe 
cou'd wiſh of her Zeal and Sincerity; and began to 
take for her ſo tender a Friendſhip, that ſhe permitted 
her to read the Contents of all the Letters that hence- 
forth paſſed between her and her Nurſe, and, at laſt, 
futted her with the full Recital of her Life and Miſ- 
tortunes. The. tender-hearted Thamar could not hear 
her, without burſting into a Torrent of Tears; and this 
Compaſſion render'd her ſo dear to the Vice-Queen, 
that ſhe never after made any ſcruple of revealing to 
her the moſt ſecret Thoughts and Wiſhes of her Soul. 

THx1s amiable Slave, who earneſily deſired to be- 
come a Chriſtian, and doubted not, but when the News 
of Elxira's ill Treatment ſhou'd reach Liſbon, her Fa- 


mily wou'd uſe their utmoſt Efforts to deliver her from 


that dreadful ſtate, entreated her Promiſe, that ſhe 
might be permitted to follow her, if ever ſhe quitted 
C . Donna Elvira was highly charmed at the pious 
Diſpoſition of this Maid, and aſſured her, that if Hea- 
ven was pleaſed to ſend her once more to Portugal, ſhe 
cu'd not go without her; tho', ſaid fhe, I ſee as yet 

n reaſon to hope there ever will be an End of my 
Misfortunes. 

LEONORA writ every Day to the Vice-Queen, and 
received her Anſwers exactly by the Jew ; but as Don 
Sebaſtian had expreſely forbid ary mention of him, ſhe 
obey ed his Orders, well knowing the Nicety of 1 8 
Virtue, and that ſhe wou'd rather chuſe to ſuffer every 
thing from the cruelty of her Enemies, than be relieved 
by a Man who was kncwn to have loved her, and 
whom ſhe ſtill in ſecret cou'd not help loving. 

Fir two new Slaves were, in a ſhort time, ſo much 
beloved by all the Domeſticks of Azer;za, that every one 
ſeemed to vye with the others, which ſhou'd molt teſtify. - 
tacir Complaiſance and Eſteem of them. Thamar, who 
had frequent Occaſions of entertaining them, cou'd not 
look on Don Sebaſizan, without being inſpired with the 
greateſt Reſpect for him; and indeed there was ſome- 
thing {© tru ly noble in every thing he ſaid and did, that 
none cu d approach him without ſome degree of Awe 


and Reyerence: This made the amiable Slave more re- 
{eryed 
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ſerved before him, than with Avarex, who, by a Man- 
ner of Behaviour altogether gay and gallant, gave every 
one leave to be familiar with him. As ſhe thought on 
nothing but ſoftning the Captivity of Donna Elvira, by 
all the little ways ſhe cou'd invent; and hearing Azria 
continually boaſting of the Excellence of the Chocolate 
made by Don Sebaſtian, ſhe had a great Deſire to have 
ſome of the ſame ſort for her Fair Priſoner ; to this end, 
one day when ſhe was alone with Avarex, Your Com- 
panion, ſaid ſhe to him with a Smile, has ſo much the 
Air of Majeſty about him, that J cannot take the li- 
herty of ſpeaking to him in the manner I wou'd ; there- 
fore I addreſs myſelf to you, to entreat him to make me 
ſome of that exquiſite taſted Chocolate, with which the 
Princeſs is ſo much charmed ; I wou'd regale ſome of 
my Friends privately with it, in the Apartment of the 
Vice-Queen, where I am obliged to be. You have no 
need of an Interceſſor, reply'd he, beautiful Thamar, to 
my Companion, to influence him, to render you any 
Service in his Power; I dare anſwer he will do what 
you defire, with more pleaſur> than you can imagine. 
But, continued he, have you nothing to command me ? 
Do you believe I ſhou'd be leſs faithful to you than the 
Tew Iſaac ? Thamar was extremely ſurprized at theſe 
Words; How, cry'd ſhe, has Jſaac betray'd me! No, 
Thamar, reply'd Alvarez, haſtily ; and ſince my Tongue 
mult reveal a Secret which I had much rather you had 
diſcovered in my Eyes, know that I adore you, that 
I cou'd not ſee you without loving you, nor love you 
without being jealous ——— 1 have perceived, that the 
Jen has given you Letters and could not reſtrain 
diſcovering to him my Suſpicions : As he dare depend 
on my Fidelity, he revealed to me the Myſtery of that 
Intrizue. I am no leſs inclined to do you ſervice in 
this Particular than he is; and Leonora herſelf will in- 
form you, that you may put an entire Confidence in me, 
and my Fellow Slave. You have taken an Expedient, re- 
ply'd Thamar, to reveal your Paſſion, which will not ſuffer 
me to teltify my Reſentment -- I will wait for your 
Anſwer, till I am aflured that I have nothing to tear. 
Wich theſe Words ſhe quitted him, and ran to inform 
P 2 Ei- 


( 316 } 
E/wvira, that Leonora had a Correſpondence with the 
two new Slaves of Aerina; and Alvarez went to render 
an Account to Sebaſtian of what he had done. 

TrinGs were in this ſtate, when the Princeſs of 
Achon took, as I have told you, a Reſolution to make 
Elvira periſh, and oblige the Vice-Roy to hazard every 
thing for her Satisfaction. Some Days before he had a- 
greed to her dreadful Purpoſes, Leorora, by the conſent 
of Don Sebaſtian, had wrote to Donna Elvira, that the 
Few was entirely in her Intereſt, and had placed two 
Negro Slaves with the Princeſs of Achon, for no other 
Reaſon, than to ſecond the good Intentions of Thamar, 


and that ſhe might ſafely confide both in him and 


them. This lovely Slave having perceived that the 
Indifpoſition of Aerina was counterteit, ſuſpected that 
it was on ſome extraordinary Occaſion, ſhe teſtify d the 
Fears ſhe was in to Aivarez, and that obliged Suza 
to be more aſſiduous than ever about the Princeſs ; ho- 
ping, by that Means, to gain her Confidence, or at leaſt, 
to penetrate into her Deſigns. He appeared ſo zealous 
in every thing he did, that Arrina preſently caſt her 
Eyes on him for the Execution of her crucl Intent; and 
it being concluded between her and Lame to make uſe 
of Poiſon, for the Period of Eluira's Days, the thought 
it could not be given her a better way than in Choco- 
late, which fhe drank every Morning ; and in caſe there 
ihou'd be any Suſpicion on the Manner of her Death, it 
wou'd be no more to appeaſe the People, than to ſacrifice 
the black Slave, as the ſole Plotter of the horrid Deed, 
being the only Perſon in the Palace who made that Li- 
quor. Prudence does not always accompany guilty Ac- 
tions; it often happens, that Providence throws a Miſt 
over the Underſtandings of thoſe who are about to com- 
mit them ; which hinders them from taking thoſe Me- 
thods, which can render their Deſigns ſucceſsful. 
XERINA, impatient for the Death of her Rival, 
gave herſelf not time for Reflection, and, full of the I- 
dea of the Happineſs ſhe ſhould poſſeſs when Elvira 
was no more, made Szza be called into her Cloſet ; 
where being alone with him, Zelim, ſaid ſhe, for that 
ni Name which he aſſumed, the Aﬀecion and 
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Zeal for me, which I have obſerved in your Behaviour» 
has attracted my Confidence 
your Fortune, if you render yourſelf worthy of it, by an 
entire Submiſſion to my Will But ſwear to obey me, 

continued ſhe, before I explain myſelt any farther. San, 
whom this Diſcourſe prepared for che moſt dreadtul things, 
tell upon his Knees, and by an Oath the mol: ſacred u. 

mong thoſe of the Religion of which he appeared to be, 
prondiſed to ſerve her at the hazard of his Life: "Then 
Acrina, with Eyes ſparkling with Toy, Take, faid ſhe, 

this little Gold Box, it contains a Powder, which you 
mult mix to-morrow morning in Chocolate, and carry t 
yourſelf, where 7 Hamar ſhall have Orders to conduet you: 


But above all, I caarge you to ſec it taken by her to 


whom 1 tend you be ſecret as to the Or de r I give 
you, and de dend on any Recompence you can aſk. 
SUZ 4, whom Atvarez had told what Thamar had 
defired "© LEY rot doubted but ſhe was in the Plot with 
Aerina, and that it was to the Vice-Queen the fatal 
Doſe was to be given. But he heſitated not to accept 
the horrible Commiſſion, that he might be in a condi- 
tion to hinder the Effects of it; and having reiterated 
his Oaths to the Princeſs of Achor, that ſhe nüght be 
aſſured of his Sincerity, he took the Box, and left her 
in full Hope and Expectation of her Rival's Death; he 
had no ſooner quitted her, than he went to the Houſe 
of the Jab, where he immediately ſent for Lecnora, 
and having recounted to her all that had paſſed between 
him and the Princeſs of Achon, he defired her to loſe 
no time in advertiſing the Vice-Queen of the Danger 
that threatned her, =d entreated her to take no Cho- 
colate that Thamar ſhou'd caule to be given her by the 
new Slave of Acrina, of whom ſhe had told her. Leo- 
nora was ready to die with Apprehenſion, but execu— 


ted the Order given her by Don Sebastian, bleſſing 


a thouſand "Times, the hour in which he came to Goa, 
* charged himſelf with the Delivery of this Letter 
to Thamar, as ordinary, without diſcovering any thing 
of the Conſpiracy; he found her juſt a3 he was entes- 
ing the Apartment of Aerina, fo was obliged to at- 

EI tend 


I ſhall not fail to make 
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tend till ſhe came out again. When the Princeſs ſaw her 
enter, not able to diſſemble the Exceſs of her Satisfacti- 
en, {he roſe up, and tenderly embracing her, My dear 
Thamar, faid ſhe, thy Princeſs, to-morrow, will be as 
happy as the World can make her. Then ſhe command- 
ed her to introduce Zelim into the Chamber of Elvira, at 
the Hour in which ſhe uſually took her Morning's Re- 
paſt. Theſe Words filled Thamar with Surprize and 
Terror; and as Aerina explained herſelf no farther, ſht 
imagined that Zelim knew not the Conſequence of his 
Commiſion. To prevent this terrible Blow, ſhe pre- 
tended a Joy equal to that of the Princeſs ; but had no 
{ooner quitted her, then finding {/aac, who waited for 
her with Impatience, //aac, ſaid ſhe, with a Countenance 
wich expreſs'd the inward Concern of her Mind, tel! 
Zelim, that I muit ſpeak with him at your Houle, where 
I will meet with him in a few Minutes. In ſpeaking 
theſe Words, ſhe took from him the Letter of Leonora, 
and went haſtily away, without attending his Reply. 
StE was indeed at the Houſe of Jſuac before he 
returned himſelf, and finding Don Sebaſtian and Leo- 
#:ra were there, and by their profound Melancholy 
teitity'd no lets violent Agitations than thoſe with which 
herſelf was afflicted, made her ſtand ſome Moments at 
the Door contemplating them. But the mortal Grief 
which appeared in the Countenance of the pretended 
Zelim, ſurprized her in ſuch a Manner, that wou'd ſhe 
have moved from the place ſhe was, ſhe cou'd not im- 
mediately have done it. Suza was reclined on a Sofa, 
his Head leaning on one of his Hands, while the other 
held a little Picture, on which he attempted to gaze ; 
but the Lears fell from his Eyes in ſuch abundance, that 
he had not the Power: Leonora was ſeated oppofite to 
him in a reſpectſul manner, holding a Handkerchief to 
her Eyes : A thouſand confuſed Ideas ran in a Moment 
through the mind of Thamar, in beholding this Spec- 
tacle ; the more ſhe examined Zelim, the leſs ſhe found 
in him of the Air of a Slave : The Regularity of his Fea- 
tures, which had nothing in them of that Harſhneſs com- 
mon to the, Negroes, * 4 often aſtoniſhed her, as well 
| as 
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as thoſe of Alvarex; but at this time ſhe was more 
ſtruck than ever, having time to regard him, without 
being obſerved by him : An obſcure — of the 
Truth came into her head, and as fhe was extremely 
lively and ſpirituous, this Idea occaſioned an extraordi- 
nary and involuntary Movement of her Pofiure, which 
rouzed Don Sebaſtian from his Reſvery, and lifting 
up his Eyes, he perceived in her all the Marks of the 
molt wiid aſtoniſhment, 

He roſe immediately, as did alſs TLeoncræ, and ad- 
vancing toward her, Beautiful Thamar, ſaid he, What 
Affair has brought you hither? And why did not {/aa: 
inform us cf your Coming ? I am arrived before him, 
anſwered ſhe, and I come to know of you the Reaſon 
that Xerina will have you preſent Chocolate to-mor- 
row to the Vice-Queen, and what Orders ſhe has given 
you ; to the end, we may take Meaſures to prevent a 
NMisſortune which I doubt is intended, and which I be- 
lieve you are ignorant of, But, continued ſhe, I aww 
much deceived my ſelf, or the Lite of the injured Elus- 

ra is no leſs dear to you than it is to me- diſguiſe no- 
thing from me; that illuſtrious Unfortunate has given ine 
the Flitory of all her Sorrows, and I cannot help ſuſ- 
pecting there is in this place a Man who deferves more 
of her Aﬀection than her cruel Huſhand. If it be ſo, 
let us join all together for her Preſervation, and above 
all be ſure you preſent nothing to Elvira, that you 
receive from the hand of Xerina. In fine, added ſhe, 
if you are not Don Sebaſtian de Suza under that bor- 
rowed Figure, as the Nobleneſs I have remarked in you 
makes me believe you are, aſſume, if poſſible, his Sen- 
timents, his Love, his Generofity to deliver from this 
ſevere Treatment, the molt perfect and moit unhappy 
Perſon upon Earth. 

Tursk Words pronounced with an Openneſs and 
Spirit which Diſſimulation rarely wears, reſtored Thamar 
to the good Opinion of Sebajlian, and judging it ill 
Policy to conceal any thing from a Woman ſo neceſſary 
to his Deſigns, he conſeſſed that her Penetration was 
jul, and that he was really that unfortunate Lover of 

P 4 Elvira 


Elvira the had imagined ; and then proceeded to ac- 
quaint her with all the Converſation he had with the 
Princeſs of Achon, the Powder ſhe had given him, and 
the Manner in which ſhe had ordered him to uſe it. Leo- 
zora alſo told her of the Letter ſhe had wrote to the 
Vice-Queen, to entreat ſhe wou'd take nothing from her 
hand; on which Thamar, who had not yet deliver- 
ed it, pulled it out of her Boſom, and returning it, 
deſired the wou'd change the Expreſſion, fince there 
was no perſon in the World more ſincere to her than 
herſelf. Lecnora excuſed her Suſpicion for the Ap- 
pearances there were for it, and afterward they conſult- 
ed what was beſt to be done in this Affair: It was at 
laſt agreed, that Don Sebaſtian ſhou'd execute the Or- 
ders of Aerina, fo far as to give empoiſoned Chocolate 
to the hand of Elvira, not only that by that means he 
wou'd have the Satisfaction of ſeeing her, but alſo that 
when proof was made of the Poiſon, they conceived 
there was no farther Meaſures to be taken with Laws, 
but to demand Juſtice of the Court, for the Treatment 
he -had given his Wife. But both Sebaſtian and Leo- 
nora warned Thamar not to give the leaſt Hint that 
ſhe received theſe Services from the Perſon ſhe did, or 
that Zelim was any other than he ſeemed. This ami- 
able Slave aſſured them, ſhe wou'd act in every thing as 
they wou'd have her; and after being perfectly inſtruct- 
ed in what each of them had to do, they ſeparated for 
that Time. 

THAMAR, charmed to find the Man for whom her 
Heart in ſecret declared itſelf, was a Chriſtian, and that 
faithful Alvarez, of whom ſhe had heard Elvira ſpeak 
in the Recital of her Adventures ; went to that Lady, 
with a Mind more at eaſe than cou'd be expected in 
te Multiplicity of Accidents which employed it. 

Doxxa Etvira received from her the Letter of Leo- 
nere, and Thamar having defired her to read it, ſhe 


tound it contained theſe Words: 


Lroxo- 
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LEO NORA to her dear and ever-honoured 


Miſtreſs. 
« T ſeems as if Heaven merely for your Preſervation 
« | had ſent to Goa the new Slave of your Enemy. 


«© —— Your Precious Life, and with it all our Hopes 
« had been loſt, had the cruel Princeſs made choice 
« of any other for the Execution of her Deſigns —— 
« follow, Madam, the Counſels of Tamar, and of the 
& Meor Zelim. 


ELINA was fo little capable of comprehending the 
obſcure Senſe of this Letter, that ſhe was obliged to de- 
fire an Explanation of Thamar : She then made an ex- 
act Recital of all that had paſs'd, exaggerating the Me- 
rit of the Slave Zelim, his Zeal to ſerve her, and the 
Horror he conceived at the Treachery and Barbarity of 
Don Balthazar and the Princeſs of A4chon : If, Madam, 
ſaid ſhe, finding this Project fail, that cruel Huſband 
ſhou'd proceed to any Viotence againſt you, this faithful 
Moor will deliver you from it, by plunging a Dagger in 
his Breaſt. | 

Doxxa Eire cou'd not reſtrain her Tears at being 
told tac Fate Don Lama had prepared for her; but wil- 
ling to doubt if he conſented to this Action, ſhe endea- 
voured to. perſuade Thamar that Aerina was the ſole 
Contriver of it; but that beautiful Slave would not ſuf- 
fer her to remain in a belief ſo favourable of her S-ouie, 
whom ſhe knew ſo little merited it from her. She talk 
ed to her a long time on that head, but all ſhe cou'd ſay 
was inſufficient to make that virtuous Wife utter one re. 
proachful Word againſt him: She promiſed, however, 
to ſwallow nothing that ſhou'd be brought to her from 
Jeriua, and to make a different uſe of the Poiſon than 
nat was expected by that cruel Woman. All the Re- 
mainder of this Day was ſpent in Inquietudes, and 
impatience by both Parties. Aerina having obſerved a 
heavy Sadneis hang on the Vice-Roy's Brow, wou'd not 
2cquaint him that ſhe had taken the Meaiures fhe had 
done for the Death of her Rival, icaring that he had 

5 changed 


f 


— — — tact 
— * — — — 


— — 
4 


7 
| 
| 
| 
[| 
j 
| 
| 
I 
| 


— - 
— 


| 


— 


þ 
— a 0 
— — 


— 


33 


png 


- P 
— OO. — 


CN 
> ů 


( 322 ] 

changed his Sentiments : Neither did Don Balthazar 
once mention Elvira to her ; it is certain he now began 
to feel a little Remoſe for having permitted ſuch an 
Action, and wou'd not remind her of it, in the Hope 
that Time might render her more mild. He ſound, 
however, a certain Weight upon his Spirits, which 
at that time he knew not the occaſion of, and retired to 
his own Apartment much ſooner than he was accuſtom'd 
to leave that of Aerina; the Night afforded him no 
more Tranquillity, his Slumbers were a thouſand times 
interrupted by thoſe dread Ideas which Guilt ſeldom 
fails to raiſe in the Mind : And not able to endure the 
violent Agitations with which he was ſeized, he quitted 
his Bed, and waited with Impatience for Day, with a 
Reſolution to go to the Princeſs of Achon, and engage 
her to content herſelf with the Sufferings of the Vice- 
Queen, without giving her a violent Death. 

DuxixG this Combat between Honour, Love, and 
Pity, the Hour arrived in which Don Sebaſtian was 
to be introduced to the Apartment of Elvira: Before 
he went, Azrina mace him be call'd to her, and again 
recommended to him the punctual Performance of what 
he had promiſed : He reiterated his Oaths, and then left 
her to go to her Rival; to whom Thamar immediately 
conducted him. "That beautiful Lady was yet in bed, 
having been accuſtomed to drink her Chocolate before 
the roie; ſhe now wou'd not change her Manner, to 
give any Suſpicion to the other Slaves. 

Dox Sebaſtian ſeeing himſelf ſo near the only Ob- 
ject to which his Life was attached, was ſeized with ſo 
univerſal a Trembling, that he cou'd ſcarce ſupport 
himſelf to approach the Bed: Elvira perceived it, and 
believing that the Commiſſion with which he was 
charged had occaſioned it, Fear nothing, ſaid ſhe to him; 
and when he was come near enough for her to ſpeak low 
to him, that the other Slaves mizht not hear her, Whe- 
ther I live or die, continued fe, I know how to defend 
you irom the Danger to which vou expoſe yourſelf for 
my ſake. I fear not Death, \Ti#dam, anſwered he, coun- 
terfeiting a broken Portzgae/e, and with a Voice which 
the Azitations he was in, entirely changed ; but I wou'd 

prevent 
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prevent yours, In ſpeaking this, he preſented her the 
fatal Liquor ; and as every thing was before concerted 
between Thamar and the Vice-Queen, after he had. 
poured it into a ſmall China Baſon, You are he, cry'd' 
ſhe, with a loud Voice, that prepares this Liquor for the 
Princeſs of Achon; all that are about me here, I know, 
are devoted to her: Whatever comes out of her Palace 
may, therefore, give me cauſe of Suſpicion, and I am 
reſolved now to be convinced whether they are ground- 
leſs or not. She had no ſooner uttered theſe Words, 
than ſhe took the Baſon, and calling a little Dog which 
continually followed one of the Slaves, ſet it down be- 
fore him. 'The Animal ſwallowed greedily the well- 
{weeten'd Potion, and had ſcarce devoured it all, when 
his Eyes ſtarted from his Head, his Teeth dropt out, 
and he fell dead in the preſence of all there. Thoſe 
who were- Witneſſes of this Adventure, ſeemed thunder- 


ſtruck -] and the pretended Zelim affected the 


utmoſt Aſtoniſhment : "E/vira alone appeared tranquil, 
and was preparing to ſpeak, when ſhe was hindred by a 
great Noiſe in one of the Rooms that preceded the 
Chamber in which they were; and immediately the 
Vice-Roy entered, followed by a great number of Cour- 
tiers and Attendants : It is eaſy to judge the ſurprize El- 
vira Was in, but impoſſible to deſcribe to you the Con- 
G&tion of Don Lama, nor the different Emotions of the 
Perions intereſted in this Affair. | 
Taz Vice-Roy, perſecuted by his Remorſe, as L 
have already ſaid, came early to the Apartment of 
Neri#n, to diſſuade her from proceeding to any Ex- 
tremities with Elia; but as that Princeis had already 
diſpatched Zelim on the cruel Errand, and believing no- 
thing now cou'd avert the intended Blow, ſhe no ſooner 
fav kim enter, than the cry'd out, with a manifet 
Pleafure in her Eyes and Voice, Now, my Lord, you 
will be only for the happy Azrina this inſtant 
delivers you from an Object equally odicus to us both. 
— Iheſe Words ſtruck Horror to the Heart of 
{uma, already much changed by the Reflections of the 
Night; and not being able to make her any Reply, he 
few diretthy from her like a Man abandoned by his 
| Reaſon, 
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Reaſon, and meeting, as he croſſed the Palace, ſome 
that were coming to attend his Levee, cry'd out to them, 
Follow me, all of you, to the Apartment of the Vice- 
Queen ———to which he ran, and entered juſt as they 
had made the Proof of Chocolate. 

Tnosk who followed him, perceived he was in an 
Agitation, which made them expect ſome great Event; 
but, among them all, there was not one who did not 
wiſh it might turn in favour of Eluira. When he came 


into the Chamber of Elvira, the ſilence that reigned 


there, the Conſternation that appeared in the faces of 
the attending Slaves, the Dog which lay a frightful 
Spectacle, extended on the Floor, near the Baſon, in 
which ſome of the Chocolate was yet remaining ; all 
together filled him with ſo dreadful a Suſpicion, that, 
quite overcome with it, he threw himſelf down on a 
Carpet, and cou'd utter no more than, Oh Heaven! 
what do I ſee! And what have I done 

ELVIEA being a litile recovered from the Surprize 
his unexpected Preſence had occaſioned: Pardon me, 
my Lord, ſaid the, that I refuſe to ſubmit to Death, 
which I could not perſuade myſelt was the Effect of 
your Command [ have preſerved my Life tor you 
alone to be the Diſpoſer of it I cannot reiolve to 
be the Sacrifice of the cruel Princeſs of Aclan, but 
Jam ready to yield to any Sentence pronounced by you. 
It my Death is neceſſary to you, command it 
ti. is Infant Spear, my Lord, tho“ the fatal Draught 
Arriva nad prepared for me has yet only ſerved for the 
Lefiru&on of that Animal, there ſtill remains enough 
to give me the Satisfaction of proving how much 1 
think it my Glory to ſubmit to you. 

Wulrr the was ſpeaking in this manner, Thamar 
grew pale as Death, Don Sebofiicn ſtood ready to. 
pierce the Heart of his hated Rival, if he durſt pre- 
tume to make any Attempt on the Life of Efuira, and 
#1! he Company were filled with the utmoſt Admira- 
tion ef the high Virtue of that admirable Lady, and Con- 
tempt for the unworthy Pofleffor of ſuch a 'Ireafure. 
Don Lama Weis not in a conciticn to obſerve th-{c diffe- 
ent Emotions; his Eyes were fixed on Elulrn, feem- 
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ing to devour every Word that came out of her Mouth. 
— It was ſome time before he cou'd make any 
Reply; but, at laſt, uſing his utmoſt Efforts to vanquith 
a Grief, which in ſpite of him, began to manifeſt itſelf 
in his Tears ; Let all, ſaid he, but 7 hamar and the black 
Slave go out of the Room. Every body obey'd ; and 
when there was only they four, Madam, ſaid he to the 
Vice-Queen, it wou'd be vain for me to pretend to juſtify 
myſelf ——— nothing can excuſe my Crime, not even the 
Remorſe it has occaſioned I | confeſs, the Affronts 
I have offered you, have been groſs, and I owe you all 
manner of Reparations for the Offences I have been 
guilty of- I wiſh it was permitted me to revenge 
you on all your Enemies; but add to the Patience you 
have had in your Sufferings, the Generolity to pardon a 
Princeſs, who will be enough puniſhed in the Loſs of her 
Hopes As I cannot bring my Heart to yield you 
up that principal Victim, Iwill, however, make you a Sa- 
crifice of her Agents Theſe two unhappy Slaves, 
continued he, pointing to Tamar and Zelim, ſhall ex- 
erience how dangerous it is to be charged with ſuch 
Commuſhons— As tor myſelf, 1 fear that Heaven, 
writated by the repeated Wrongs I have done you, will 
not allow me time to repair them, and that my Death will 
ſhortly be the only Happineſs I ſhall be able to procure you. 
ThHEsE Words touched E/wira to the Soul; a tender 
Compaſſion overflowed all her Reſentment, and looking 

on him with the moſt charming Sweetneſs; Ah ! m 
Lord, ſaid the, if you conſent that I ſhall live, yen 
mutt alſo reſolve to live with me. I not only pardon 
Aerina, but I will never remind you of her Fault. For 
theſe Slaves, continued the, it is to them Jam indebted 
for my Life; they are innocent, and all the Reparation 
J intreat is, that you wou'd protect them from the 
Fury of the Princeſs of Alon. She then made a Sign to 
Thamar to inform the Vice-Roy how Acriua had jub- 
orned Zelim. This amiable Maid obeyed her with the 
moſt graceful Addreſs ; and, without injuring the Truth, 
conc:aled the ſecret Motives which had made them. fo 
zealous for the Preſervation of E/wuira, Don Lame 
heard 
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heard her with Attention; and when ſhe had done 
ſpeaking, Alas! Madam, ſaid he to the Vice-Queen, 
they are indeed worthy not only of Pardon, but of Re- 
compence : permit them to remain m your Service, 
their Lives cannot any where be ſo {ſecure by the Care 
I will take of yours. 

W1iTH theſe Words, he went out of the Room; and 
Thamar diſquieted for Don Sebaſfian, whom Donna 
- Ekvira never ſuſpected for any thing but what he ſeemed, 
entreated her to permit him to retire to the Few {/aac, 
where he wou'd have nothing to fear; ihe conſented, 
but commanded him not to quit Goa, without her Order. 
Suza made no other Anſwer, than a low Bow, and 
taking the advantage of the Confuſion which the whole 
Palace of the Vice-Roy was in, went out without any 
notice being taken of him, and rctired to the Houſe of 
the Jew, where Alvarez and Leenora impatiently waited 
for him, and the Iſſue of this Adventure. 

Hex recounted exactly to them all the Particulars ; 
but the ſight of Elvira, and the Repentance of his 
Rival, had put his Mind in 10 cruel a Situation, that 
he ſcarcely thought on any other things. 

LAMA had no ſooner leit Elvira, then he placed 
Guards about the Princeis of Achon, under the pretence 
of defending her from the Rage ct the Portugueje, on 
being informed, that ſhe had attempted to poiſon the 
Vice-Queen ; but, in reality, to prevent her Fury from 
any new Aſlault on £/wzra, to whom he now gave the 
liberty of the whole Palace, order'd the ſhou'd com- 
mand as abſolute Sovereign, and that ſhe ſhou'd take 
poſſeſſion of that Apartment which it was her Right to 
have filled ever ſince her Arrival, recalled Leonora ; 
and, in finc, did every thing that cou'd be expected to 
atteſt his Penitence and Shame for his paſt Behaviour. 

Tux beautiful and virtuous Vice-Queen ſeemed to 
take no other Fleaſure in her Liberty, than becauſe it gave 
her an Opportunity of being near her Huſband, whom 
the very next day aſter this Change in her bortune the 
found in bed, a violent Fever having ſucceeded his Agi- 
tat ons. Donna £/uira, truly ſenſible of the Pains he 
FAY 
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languiſhed under, and ſhutting herſelf up with him, 
never quitted his Bed-fide one Moment all the time of 
his 7. wary Lama teftify'd his Gratitude by all the 
Marks of ſincere Repentance, never opening his Mouth 
but to aſ her Forgiveneſs, and to entreat ſhe wou'd not 
hate him. Theſe kind of Diſcourſes pierced the Heart 
of the beautiful EAuira, and, in ſpite of the Repug- 
nance ſhe had to love him, gave her Duty all the Air 
of the moſt perfect Tenderneſs. The fourth Day of his 
Indiſpoſition, his Fever arrived to ſuch a height, that 
his Phyſician deſpaired of ſaving his Lite ; which E/ 
wira was no ſooner apprized of, than ſhe burſt into a 
Torrent of unfeigned 'Tears ; Thamar and Leoncra, who 
ſeconded their dear Miſtreſs in her Aſſiduities about 
him, ſhared alſo her Griefs ; and Sighs and Groans 
were all the Language now to be heard among them. 
Tuk Vice-Roy knew by their Tears, as well as by 
what he found in himſelf, that there was no Hope 
of his Recovery, and deſired that Leonora and Thamar 
might draw near to be Witneſſes of what he had to ſay : 
they obey d; and reſuming his Diſcourſe, Madam, ſaid 
he to Elvira, with a dying Voice, and pointing to a 
Caſket that ſtood near him on a Table, you will find my 
laſt Will in that; but I defire you will not open it till 
you arrive at Liſon, where, if you wou'd do me a Plea- 
ſure. you ſhall promiſe me to go as ſoon as the Weather 
will permit you to make that Voyage. I commniit, con- 
tinued he, the Care of this Caſket to Leorora, with a. 
ſtri&& charge not to deliver it into your hands, but in 
the preſence of Don Pedro de Zuares, your Uncle; Don 
Sebaſtien de Suza ; and thoſe others of your Friends whom 
you can conveniently ſummon together. Then he order- 
ed Leonora to take the Caſket, and purſ ed, in giving 
the Key to the Vice-Quecn ; You wall ſee, Madam, an 
authentic "Teſtimony of the Eſteem I have for you, 
and the Admiration you have inſpired ine with; 1 
flatter myſelf, that wy lat Mo:nents will keep you 
from remembering me with Deteſtation ———— He had 
perhaps ſaid more, but he found himſclf too ill, and 
ſome Moments after he loſt all Knowledge, and died 
in. 
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in the Arms of Elvira, who had ſtretched them out to 
embrace him. 

THztr immadyately removed her from this diſmal 
Spectacle, and I hamar and Leonora carried her into her 
own Apartment, almoſt as diſconſolate as if ſhe had loſt 
what was moſt dens to her in the World ; but, in fine, 
as ſhe had loſt in this Huſband a Man who had heen the 
Author of all the Misfortunes of her Life, when the 
firſt Emotions of that Pity, fo natural to all Noble Souls, 
was a little appeaſed, ſhe found Reaſons enough to miti- 
gate her Griefs. 

DvuxixG the Sickneſs of Don 1 the Princeſs 
of Achon ceaſed not to write to him every hour, entreat- 
ing ſhe might be permitted to ſpeak to him, tho' but for 
a Moment. Leonora, however, and Thamar, to whom theſe 
Letters were delivered, ſaſlered none of them to come to 
his Hand; judging it improper, as he had not {ſpoke a 
Word, that tettify'd he had any Remembrance of ker, to 
renew the Idea of her in his Rind. 

Tris violent Princeſs, on the change of Don Hal- 
thazar, and the News ef his Death, arrempted ſeveral 
times to deſtroy herſelf, and it was not without the ut- 
moſt Care that ſhe was prevented from executing her 
deſperate Purpoſe, Donna Elvira informed of her Si- 
tuation, was influenced by her Generofitv, ſo far as 
even to ſend to conſole her, and to let her know ſhe 
was at the fame liberty at Goa as heretofore. 

'Tr1s beautiful Widow ordered the moſt magnificent 
Odſequies for her Spouſe, and when diſengaged from 
the Solemnities of the firſt Mourning, began to think of 
quitting a Place which had afforded her ſo little Satiſ- 
faction. The Ships were now making ready to depart 
for Liſbon, and ſhe was willing to go with the firſt that 
ſhou'd ſet ſail; and, therefore, made all neceſſary Prepara- 
tions for embarking: But not having forgot tne Service 
done her by the Moor Zelim, ſhe commanded Thamar: 


to have him found and brought to her. This agreeable 


Slave obeyed the order With Pleaſure, and very well 
Knew where to find him, he being ſtill at the Jeb 


Jſaaac's 85 „hence he had no Thoughts of removing till 
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he ſaw what Reſolutions Donna Elvira wou'd take after 
the Death of Don Ba/thazar. 

DvuxrixGs all theſe Accidents, Leonora and Thamar were 
frequently with him, to inform him of all that paſſed. 
Alvarez and the fair Slave, ſeeing all things happen ſo 
favourable for him, adviſed him to diſcover himſelf to 
Elvira, and to make known the amorous Sebaſtzar under 
the diſguiſe of the faithful Zelim; but he was better ac- 
qtiainted with the Nicety of Eluira's Virtue than they 
were, and judged, that his Preſence wou'd alarm her, 
at a JunQure ſo very delicate: He, therefore, made his 
Reſpect triumph over his Love, the more to conform 
himſelf to the Sentiments of her he adored, and re- 
ſolved not to be known to her till they ſhou'd arrive in 
Portugal ; thinking, that, perhaps, there might be vile 
Tongues who might miſrepreſent her Character, if they 
thou'd. find ſhe had received any Services, during her 
Huſband's Life, from the Man whom ſhe had loved before 
Marriage: in ſpite, therefore, of thoſe Emotions which 
Hope any Joy inſpired in him, he reſolved to continue in 
his firſt Deſigns ; and when Thamar came to call him to 
her, he aſſured that Slave, that he wou'd not utter one 
Word, or do one Action, that ſhou'd give her room to 
think he was other than at preſent he pretended to be. 

In this Determination, he appeared the ſecond time 
before Elvira. This beautiful Lady, who had not till 
then had Leiſure to examine him, now thought ſhe found 
in him ſome Reſemblance of a Man, who never was 
abſent from her Thoughts: She conſidered the Moor as 
2 Perſon to whom ſhe owed her Life, and that Reflec- 
tion engaged her to look with more curious Eyes, if 
there was any thing in his outward Form, which de— 
noted ſo noble and generous a Soul; but the Diſcovery 
ſhe made was painful to her, ſhe {aw indeed an Air of 
Greatneſs in his Perſon, but then it was an Air which 
brought to her mind that of Don Sebaſlian; and the 
more ſhe looked, the more ſhe was amazed and di{- 
quieted, and Bluſhes covered her Cheeks, while a Flood 
of Softneſs overwhelm'd her Heart. Don Setaftian 
all the time of this Examination, was no leſs taken 
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up in contemplating her Charms; ſhe appeared ſo beauti- 
ful to him in her Sables, that he was a thouſand times a- 
bout to throw himſelf at her feet, and to teſtify, by the 
Exceſs of his Tranſports, that ef his Affection; but re- 
flecting on the Effect it might perhaps produce, he con- 
ſtrained himſelf to make appear in his Eyes no more than 
the Reſpect due to his Quality. The filence both the one 
and the other obſerved, had ſomething in it ſo fingular, 
that Thamar tearing it wou'd end in ſomething contrary to. 
the Deſign of Don Sebaſtian, approached Elvira, and 
rouzed her from that kind of Extaſy into which ſhe was. 
fallen; Madam, ſaid ſhe, Zelim attends your Orders. I 
know he does, anſwered ſhe, with a Sigh, which the 
Memory of Suza forced from her: Zelim, continued ſhe, 
addreſſing herſelf to him, 1 owe my Life to you; I will 
not be ungrateful ; if you vill follow me to Lion, it 


will be my Care to make you happy; and as a proof of 


my Gratitude, take that. With theſe Words, ſhe plucked 
a Diamond of great value from her Finger, and gave it 
to him; Keep that Jewel, added ſhe, as a Pledge of 
what I will hereafter do for you. The pretended Zelim 
fell on his Knees, and received the Favour ſhe beſtowed 
on him, and counterfeiting a different Voice as much as 
he cou'd, he {wore never to quit her; and from this time 
to the day of their Departure, not an Hour paſſed over, 
in which he did not give ſome Tef.imony of his Aſſiduity 
and Zeal to ſerve her. 

ELFIR A, who always look'd on him with Pleaſure, 
cou'd not conceal from Leonora and Thamar, the great 
Reſemblance ſhe found between his Features and thoſe 
of Don Sebaſtian; but they made flight Anſwers to her 
Obſervations, in Compliance with his Defires, to con- 
tinue Zelim, till a fitter Occaſion ſhou'd diſcover him to 
be Suza. 

THEsE two Conhdants, without entering entirely into 
his Thoughts, did not attempt to perſuade him to any 
thing he did not expreſs an Inclination for himſelf, be- 


ing ſenſible of his Prudence, and that he was perfectly 


acquainted with the whole Soul of E/vira., Nothing re- 
mark able happening till the Time of their Embarking, 
| Nr. 
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nor in the Courſe of their Voyage ; I will tell you only, 
that both Elvira and Don Sebaſtian went on board with. 
Sentiments very different from thoſe which had accom- 
panied them at their Landing, and that they arrived 
ſafely at Liſbon; where the whole Court being already in- 
formed of the Behaviour of Don Lama, and the unworthy 
Treatment he had given his Spouſe, the King was ready, 
on the preſſing Inſtances of Don Pedro, and the reſt of 
the Zuarin Family, to call him back, and oblige him to 
ſhew Reaſon for his Action; when Elvira let them 
know, there was an end, at once, of him and her Miſ- 
fortunes, by a Return which they did not expect. 

ALL Liſbon went forth to meet her, and the Joy they 
expreſs'd at ſeeing her delivered from the Woes ſhe had 
endured, was a Lind of Triumph for her: They con- 
ducted her to her Palace, where Donna Catherina ae 
Meadoce was one of the firſt to viſit, not only through a 
perfect Regard for herſelf, but hoping alio to hear from 
her ſome News of Don Sebaſtian, who had never wrote 
to her ſince his Departure, fearing his Letters might, 
by ſome Accident, be intercepted. Don Pedro and ſhe 
renewed their Friendſhip and natural Affection for the 
Vice-Queen with all the Joy and Tenderneſs imagina- 
ble, anſwering all the Tears which the Remembrance 
of her Misfortunes made her ſhed, and joining her in 
Thanks to Heaven, which had at laſt put a period to 
them. | 
Doxna Catherina wou'd not preſently aſs her any 
Queſtions concerning Sz; and Donna Elvira thinking 
her Duty forbade her to think on any Man fo ſoon after 
the Death of her Huſband, wou'd make no mention of 
him, tho' both had an equal impatience to hear News 
of him. But Leonora, who very much longed to ſee 
the End of this Affair, reminded the fair Widow, that 
ſhe had now in preſence the Perſons before whom the 
deceaſed Don Balthazar defired his laſt Words ſhou'd 
be declared, and preſſed her to open the Caſket, ſince 
there was none wanting to be witneſs of what it ſhou'd 
contain, but Don Sebaſtian de Suza, who might very 
well be repreſented by his Mother, 

ELVIRA 
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ELVIRA ſeem'd ſo deſirous of deferring it ſome 
Days longer, that Leonora was obliged to be filent ; but 
what ſhe had already ſaid, had excited ſo —_ a Cu- 
rioſity in all the Kindred and Friends of Flaira, who 
were there aſſembled, that it was not poſſible for her to 
delay giving them the Satisfaction they required. Leo- 
25ra brought the Caſket, and, when opened, they found 
it contained the molt valuable of the Vice-Roy's Jewels, 
the Deeds of his Eſtate, and whatever he had valuable 
in the World; but that v hich moſt attracted their At- 
tention, was a Writing in his own hand, by which he 
endowed Elaira with every thing, did the utmoſt Juſ- 


* 


tice to her Virtue, confeſied the unworthy Motives of 


his Marriage with her, his ungenerous Proſecution of 
OS ©S 


Don Sebaſtian, and his Love for Xerina ; for all which, 
he entreated Pardon of E, of Don Setaſtian, and of 
Don Pedro, and declaring that his laſt Requeſt to his Wi- 
dow was, that ſhe ſhou'd not wait till the time of Mourn- 
ing for him was expired, but that ſhe ſhou'd give her 
Hand to his Rival, as ſoon as ſhe arrived at Liſbon, as a 
Reparation for the Wrong he had done him, and to render 
his Remembrance leſs odious to thoſe he had offended. 

Tars laſt Teſtament being read before a numerous 
Aſſembly, Elxira cou'd not refrain her Tears; Donna 
Catherina bore her company in that tender Employment, 
and every one Joſt the Hate they had for Lama, in ſee- 
ing the Marks of his Repentance. But the Mother of 
Suza thinking it was now a proper time to mention her 
Son, began to teſtify the Diſquiets ſhe had undergone 
in being able to hear no news of him ſince his Depar- 
ture from Goa; and then informed Donna Elvira, and 
all who were preſent, of the Motives of his Voyage, 
and the time in which he embarked. 

Tuis Recital involved the Vice-Qucen in a Perplext- 
ty, v/hich ſhe cou'd not diſſemble; the Service ſhe had 
received from the Meer Zelim, the Reſemblance be- 
tween his Features and thoſe of Don Sebajizan, and 
the ſecret Inclination ſhe had for him, gave ker a con- 
fuſed Idea of ſomething which ſhe-cou'd not as yet well 
reconcile to Reaton : But without commurnycating her 
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Suſpicions, ſhe ordered immediately, that the Negro 
Slave who came with her, ſhould be brought into E 
Room. Elvira having made no Anſwer to Donna Ca- 
therina's Demand concerning her Son, and her ſudden 
ſending for the Slave, threw that Lady into moſt terri- 
ble Fears, that ſhe ſhou'd hear ſome fatal Account from 
the Mouth of that Perſon, which the Softneſs of EAvi- 
ra's Nature wou'd not permit her to reveal herſelf, 

Z ELIN prelently appear'd in the midſt of his 
Friends and Kindred, and before the Eyes of his Mo- 
ther, without any of them ſuſpeCting him for Sebaſtian ; 
but if they knew him not, they could not help admiring 
him. As he came now with an Intention to diſcover 
himſelf, he threw off that awed and timid Air which 
he had affected to deceive Elvira, and reſum'd that 
Look of Majefty which was natural to him. Every 
body ſpoke of him with Wonder, and ſaid, they had 
never beheld ſo extraordinary a Black. 

Doxxa Elvira, in ſeeing him thus, began to ſtrength- 
en the Conjectures ſhe before had formed, and impatient 
to be ſatisfy d; Zelim, ſaid ſhe, my Gratitude obliges 
me to acknowledge, before the whole World, that it is 
to your Cares I am indebted for my Life : What you 
have done for me, therefore, leaves no room to imagine 
vou will fully the Glory of ſuch good Actions, by diſ-, 
guiſing the Motive which induced you to them. | 
Knew very well, that Compaſſion was alone ſufficient to 
a generous Mind; but I have diſcovered ſomething, 
which makes me believe you are excited by an Intereſt 
more preſſing — Declare the Truth, I conjure you, 
betore this Company it is for my Glory to have 
it known, That, Madam, anſwered he, throwing him- 
ſelf at her Feet, is too dear to me, not to be detended 
at the hazard of my Life. He wou'd have continued, 
but the Sound of his Voice, which he no longer diſ- 
guiſed, was ſo well known to Donna Elvira, and Donna 
Catherina de Mendoce, that they both cry'd at the {une 
time, Oh God! it is Don Sebajtiar: ! = 

Es, 'tis he indeed, reſumed Sebaſizar, who having 
dedicated his Life to the incomparable Ela. would 
Enploy it no otherwiſe than in her Service. = 
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ver Surprize was equal to that of this noble Company 
None of them would permit hm to proceed, till they 
had embraced him in their ſeveral turns, and teſtify'd 
their Joy at his Safety and Return. Thamar and Leonora 
entreated him to acquaint the Vice-Queen and Donna 
Catherina with all that had paſſed fince his Arrival from 
Goa. This beautiful Widow cou'd not reſtrain her Aſto- 
niſhment, and felt in her Heart a redoubling of all the 
Tenderneſs ſhe had bore for him: The reſpectful Con- 
duct which Szza had obſerved to her, never doing any 
thing under his Diſguiſe which might give her cauſe to 
know him, appeared to her as great a Proof of the Per- 
fection of his Paſſion, as that of having ſaved her Life. 
The firſt Tumults of a confuſed Joy being over, he re- 
turned to Donna Catherina de Mendoce, to whom he teſ- 


_ tify'd all that a filial Love, Duty, and Gratitude cou'd 


inſpire. | 
Ix fine, after ſome time was paſſed in Queſtions, in 


Recitals, and in Teſtimonies of the higheſt Satisfaction, 


Alvarez was called in; who being furniſhed with the 
Water which was to reſtore them to their native Co- 


lour, Don Sebaſtian made uſe of it, and preſently ap- 


ear'd ſuch as he was. Donna Catherina and Don Pedro 
preſſed Elvira to execute the Will of Lama, in eſpouſing 
Suza in a few days; but that virtvous Lady, who pre- 
ferred Duty to all things elſe, would not be prevailed 
with to conſent, and obliged Don Sebaſtian alſo not 
to repine at this Delay of his fo long expected Hap- 
pineſs. 

As ſoon as the Court was inform'd of the Truth of 
this Adventure, Don Sebaſtian had his Sentence of Ba- 
niſhment repealed, and he was called back to Lion: 
They likewiſe ordain'd, that the beautiful and virtueus 
Elvira ſhou'd not attend till the End of her Mourning, 
tor giving her Hand to Suza ; willing by this, to repair, 
in ſome meaſure, the Injuſtice had been done them both, 
in favour of Don Balthazar. The marriage was ſo- 
lemnized in all imaginable Pomp, and with the uni— 
verſal Applauſe of all Lia. Thamar was made a 


Chriſtian, and eſpouſed to Alvarez ; who both of them 
found 
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ſound a Recompence for their Zeal and Fidelity, from 
the Generoſity of Don Sebaſtian and his amiable Wife. 
Tur charming Elvira, in her Union with Suza, 
found, that tho Duty conducted by Virtue alone, gave 
a high Reputation, yet Duty conducted by Love and 
Tenderneſs, was the only Source of true Happineſs. 


Tuts Hiſtory gave an exceeding Pleaſure to Urania 
and her Friends, which they teſtified in the Praiſes 
they gave Alcippe ; not only that he had made choice of 
ſo elegant a Subject for their entertainment, but alſo 
for the agreeable Manner in which he had related it. 

THEY had perhaps continued their Encomiums much 
longer, had they not been interrupted by a Summons to 
Table, where Supper waited for them. They had 
ſcarcely placed themſelves, when T he/amont received 
Letters from Paris, by an Expreſs which he had ſent 
thither : As they were on a preſſing Affair, he entreat- 
ed leave of the. Company to examine the Contents ; 
and found, that his Merit, his Learning, and his Birth, 
had made the Council pitch on him for filling a Poſt of 
great Honour, and required his immediate taking the 
poſſeſſion of. He wou'd not make a Secret of it to his 
Friends, and having ſhewed them the Packet, received 
the ſincere Congratulations of all this amiable Aſiembly, 
who reſolved to depart all together the next Morning. 

As they knew this Commiſſion wou'd very much en- 
groſs Thelamont's time, this agreeable Society judged 
they ſhou'd never re- aſſemble any more in this {ſweet 
Retreat; Camilla cou'd not diſſemble her Chagrin on 
this Subject, and ſaid a thouſand pretty things on the 
occaſion. No Perſon, cry'd Felicia, interrupting her, 
has ſo much reaſon to be concerned as Orophanes, ſince 
this Change aboliſhes his Laws. We ſhall tollow them 
wherever we go, ſaid Crama, and the Avocation of he- 


' lament is not at all incompatible with Rules ſo perfectly 


agreeable. | 

Ir was eaſy to ſee, however, that Urania had ſome 
Regret in quitting ſo ſoon her Retreat, but ſhe endea- 
voured to conceal it; and her Friends changing now 


their manner of Converſation, entertained each _ 
Wit 


_ A; 
— 2 


— Ap oIA_y 
= 


—_ 
r 
—— 


: n = . — ' TIS K 
= — 5 4 — — rei AH, 
-& 2 OT Vi. 1 wor CAE CREE 237." — —_— - = — 


r 


2 n ,˖ 74 5. Veen trams: wc 


[ 336 ] 


with nothing but their Departure; to prepare for which 
they ſeparated much more early than they were ac- 
cuſtomed ; then ſought, in the Arms of.Sleep, that Re- 
poſe of which they ſtood in need. All the Company 
roſe ſoon after the Sun, and having partook of a Break- 
faſt, ſerved with the ſame Elegance as the other Colla- 
tion of Urania had been, went into their Coaches, and 
bid adieu to that delightful Manſion, in which they 
had pafled ſo many happy Days, no leſs amuſing than 


inſtructive. 


II. 


